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been  under  the  necessity  of  calling  forth  memory  to 
his  aid.  The  entire  Volume  may  be  said  to  be 
written  from  numerous  carefully  collected  Notes, 
for  a  large  number  of  which  the  Work  is  indebted 
to  the  kind  and  liberal  exertions  of  Officers  serving 
with  the  Army  of  Burmah.  To  write  anything  like 
a  correct  Narrative  such  assistance  was  absolutely 
necessary,  and  very  rarely  has  the  Author  been 
compelled  to  depart  from  his  proposed  rule  of 
not  venturing  on  any  ground  unless  Notes  were 
furnished  by  one  engaged,  or  a  spectator. 

It  is  natural  to  imagine  that  such  oppressive 
heat  as  that  which  has  been  experienced  in  Burmah 
during  the  past  season  would  tend  to  bum  up, 
as  it  were,  the  mental  energies  of  a  writer.  A 
distinguished  literary  Bengal  civilian,  *  of  days 
gone  by,  has  a  Calcutta  stanza  for  the  month  of 
May,  to  the  following  effect: — 

**  Bat  all  in  vain  I  sigh  for  IadcLb 

Where  happy  cheeks  with  cold  look  blue; 
While  here,  i'  the  shade,  the  mercury  stands 
At  ninety-two." 

But  what  is  this  to  Prome  and  Tonghoo,  the  former 
Principalities  of  the  Kingdom  of  Ava,  where  in  the 

*  Henry  Meredith  Parker. 
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shade  the  mercury  has  stood  at  105''  and  106''  for 
several  days  together!  To  heat  therefore,  as  well 
as  to  the  din  of  war  and  the  frequent  difficulty  of 
procuring  correct  information,  many  failings  may 
be  attributed.  And  yet,  after  all,  the  Author  is 
not  sure  if  he  could  have  sent  forth  a  better  book 
from  his  quiet  '^OwPs  Nest^  in  the  old  Tower  at 
home  i  Perhaps  too  much  attention  has  been  paid 
to  military  detail,  which  to  non-professional  readers 
cannot  be  nearly  so  interesting  as  that  which  relates 
to  "society  and  manners,^  and  which  details,  critics 
say,  form  the  life  and  soul  of  a  literary  picture ;  but 
although  nothing  more  than  a  military  account, is 
here  attempted,  the  former  will  be  found  not  to  have 
been  altogether  neglected,  proving  at  least  a  wish  to 
give  the  work  something  of  a  general  character.  To 
the  vast  numbers  of  his  countrymen  who  must  have 
felt  an  interest  in  this  War  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a 
faithful  chronicle  of  events  is  here  presented. 

To  the  Officers  who  have  illustrated  the  Work 
the  Author  tenders  his  warmest  thanks.  To  the 
London  Press,  for  the  consideration,  attention,  and 
even  praise,  that  has  been  bestowed  on  his  former 
Volume,  he  feels  particularly  grateful.  Such  encou- 
ragement, he  trusts,  will  be  found  to  have  had  its 
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result  in  the  preparation  of  the  present  Volume ;  no 
man  having  a  right  to  listen  to  ^^  the  voice  of  praise^ 
who  does  not  look  upon  it  as  an  incentive  to  increased 
endeavour. 

A  variety  of  interesting  matter  has  been  thrown 
into  the  Appendix  which  it  was  not  necessary  to 
introduce  elsewhere,  but  which  will  be  found  to  con- 
tain much  that  is  illustrative  of  the  character  and 
action  of  the  Second  Burmese  War. 

W.  F,  B.  L. 
ToMOHOO,  Jvly  1853. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


OUR  POSITION. 


Nothing  has  ever  been  said  or  written  more  charac- 
teriBtic  of  the  British  mind,  with  regard  to  general 
conquest  or  success,  than  the  great  Nelson'^s  well- 
known  reply  to  Captain  Berry,  before  the  memorable 
battle  of  the  Nile.  When  Nelson  informed  him  of  the 
plan  of  attack,  the  delighted  Captain  exclaimed — "  If 
we  succeed,  what  \vill  the  world  say !  '^  '*  There  is  no  if 
in  the  case,'"  replied  Nelson ;  "  that  we  shall  succeed 
is  certain :  who  may  live  to  tell  the  story  is  a  very 
different  question/' 

Here  was  confidence ;  and  in  this  confidence  lies 
the  grand  secret  of  nearly  all  our  successes,  naval 
and  military,  from  the  time  when  the  insatiable 
ambition  of  Napoleon  the  Great  led  him  to  Egypt — 
that  he  might  the  better  devise  plans  for  the  destruo- 
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tion  of  British  power  in  India — down  to  the  day  when 
Rangoon  fell  into  our  hands — we  trust  for  ever ;  and 
the  well-timed  capture  of  this  valuable  possession  by 
the  Government  of  British  India  perhaps  saved  it 
from  becoming  a  prize  to  gratify  the  ambition  of 
America.  With  like  confidence  Olive  conquered 
India  when  the  power  of  France  in  the  East  was  in 
the  ascendant,  and  Dupleix,  with  his  mighty  schemes, 
sought  to  be  lord  of  all.  With  this  angelic  attri- 
bute Warren  Hastings  consolidated  the  conquered 
Empire,  and,  confident  that  he  had  done  his  best  for 
his  countrymen  in  such  a  vast  field  of  labour,  went 
fearlessly  through  that  long  and  important  trial,  which 
has  furnished  a  grand  subject  for  the  brilliant  pen 
of  Macaulay.  With  confidence  also,  when  a  storm 
was  gathering  around  us,  the  Marquess  Wellesley 
defeated  French,  Mahratta,  and  Mogul  political 
scheming,  and  won  for  himself  an  imperishable  name 
in  our  Indian  Annals.  With  like  confidence 
Wellington  began  in  India  that  extraordinary  career 
of  success  which  led  him  on  conquering  and  to  con- 
quer, until  Napoleon  fell,  and  the  peace  of  Europe 
was  established.  But  why  enumerate  more  examples 
of  men  who  have  shunned  mistrust  and  embraced 
confidence  ?  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  to  such  confidence 
our  most  distinguished  Governors-General  and  Mili- 
tary Commanders,  who  have  played  their  parts  well 
in  Hindustanis  wide  theatre,  will  owe  much  of  the 
credit  that  may  be  given  them  by  generations  yet 
unborn. 
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The  great  Political,  it  would  seem,  must  be  con- 
fident in  himself  rather  than  in  others.     The  great 
General,  again,  must  be  rather  more  confident  in  his 
soldiers  than  in  his  own  tact  or  skill.    Some  may  ob- 
ject to  this,  and  declare  for  an  equal  share  of  con- 
fidence in  both — which,  perhaps,  is  better.     These 
few  remarks  on  a  leading  cause  of  success  have  been 
suggested  by  a  glance  at  our  position  in  Burmah,  just 
six  months*  from  the  day  we  left  the  Madras  shore, 
to  which,  alas  !  many  who  then  quitted  it,  full  of  life, 
and  hope,  and  joy,  shall  never  more  return.     It  is  a 
position  achieved  by  us  from  confidence  in  our  mental 
and  physical  resources.     It  is  a  position  which  has 
given  confidence  particularly  to   the   most  ancient 
inhabitants  of  the  country,  and  has  filled  them  \>ith 
a  cheerful  hope,  far  greater  than  that  they  experi- 
enced in  the  last  war,  of  being  released  from  the 
t)Tanny  and  oppression  of  the  Government  of  Ava. 
It  is  a  position  in  which  so  much  confidence  apparent 
on  the  side  of  our  paramount  power,  and,  it  might 
be  said,  on  that  of  the  dawn  of  enlightenment  and 
civilisation,  has  caused  with  the  enemy  to  vanish 
away,  in  a  great  measure,  that  overweening  confi- 
dence in  themselves  and  their  resources  which  igno- 
rance was  rash  enough  to  array  in  the  field  against 
us.     The  future  historian  may  write  that  the  Second 
Burmese  war  was  chiefly  caused  and  prolonged  by  a 
few  blustering  Burmese  oflBcers,  the  representatives 
of  a  self-interested  rabble,  whose  chief  object  was  to 
•  This  yoltime  was  comnionced  in  September  1852. 
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fill  the  golden  ear  of  royalty  with  false  reports,  that 
they  might  prop  up  a  govemment  fast  falling  to 
decay,  and  with  greater  vigour  sow  the  seeds  of  ruin 
in  these  fertile  and  beautiful  regions.  He  will  then 
probably  gladly  tell  how  the  British  power  came  for- 
ward in  time  of  need  with  that  protecting  hand  which 
has  been  so  often  held  forth  in  similar  missions,  and 
which  we  trust  may  be  so  employed  until  peace  se- 
cures in  her  fair  dominions  the  entire  human  family. 

The  Burmese  Empire,  like  other  Oriental  despot- 
isms before  it,  is  worn  out  by  its  own  vice  and 
tyranny,  by  its  utter  incapacity  to  govern ;  and  yet 
it  has  managed  to  become  nearly  one  hundred  years 
old. 

Rangoon,  Martaban,  and  Bassein,  are  in  our 
possession,  to  the  infinite  delight  of  the  Peguese, 
or  former  lords  of  Burmah.  The  Irrawaddy,  that 
noble  highway,  or  rather  grand  artery  of  the  coun- 
try, is  in  our  hands,  which  has  enabled  us  for  some 
time  to  cut  off  the  enemy's  resources.  General  God- 
win, with  a  British  force  consisting  of  between  two 
and  three  thousand  men,  with  a  fair  proportion  of 
artillery,  is  on  his  way  to  take  possession  of  Prome, 
and  to  establish — we  trust  finally — as  ours,  that 
ancient  boundary  between  two  kingdoms ;  and  many 
a  glad  heart  has  gone  along  with  the  gallant  veteran, 
steaming  up  the  magnificent  waters,  rejoicing  in 
being  free  from  the  monotony  of  life  at  Rangoon. 
The  Bay  of  Bengal  continues  to  keep  up  its  own  ani- 
mated scene,  and  its  billows  are  fresher  than  ever, 
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as  if  they  shared  the  joy  of  the  Imwaddv,  frfiile 
the  steamers  and  transport  rush  across  the  bhie 
waters  with  brave  reinforeeiiieiit«  tor  the  *^  Amy  of 
Ava." 

A\lio  will  deny  that  soch  Tigoiir  is  hi^y  credit- 
able to  the  Indian  GoTemment !  that  siidi  energy 
and  each  resources  do  infinite  honour  to  our  Indian 
Empire,  which,  although  it  is  not  yet  a  oentoiy  since 
dive  won  Plassey,  is  now  the  wonder  and  admira- 
tion of  the  world !  But  in  the  face  of  this  hard- 
won  glory  there  are  still  some  good  people  in  Eng- 
land, perhaps  among  them  those  who  lore  above  all 
things  to  make  a  public  ^^  show,^  who,  to  adopt 
what  may  be  a  Free-Trade  quotation,  see  or  read  of 
"  nothing  but  growth,*"  and  for  the  most  part  talk 
of  "  nothing  but  decay  !** 

Among  those  who  have  rendered  service  in  any 
profession,  which  has  gradually  worked  it«  way  up 
to  public  favour,  and  look  back  with  pride  to  the 
day  they  entered  it,  not  the  least  important  are  the 
members  of  that  army  which,  ^'  originating  in  a  few 
gunners"  crews  and  factory  guards,  has,  in  the  course 
of  not  ({uite  two  centuries,  swollen  to  that  gigantic 
and  well-disciplined  host  known  as  the  Company's 
Army.*"  •  And  now,  six  months  after  our  arrival, 
far  beyond  the  country  of  its  birth,  it  has  sent  for- 
ward a  gallant  portion  of  its  sons  on  another  grand 
enterprise,  as  pioneers  to  clear  the  way  for  justice 
and  civilisation. 

•  hegbWs '*Serric($  of  ike  MadraMAnilUryr 
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To  carry  on  the  chain  of  this  humble  Narrative, 
the  reader  must  start  from  the  conclusion  of  the 
first  Volume;  and  it  shall  be  our  endeavour  while 
rambling  along,  without  respect  to  any  particular 
style,  to  include  as  much  general  and  interesting 
information  as  it  is  in  our  power  to  give  under  the 
circumstances,  regarding  the  people  and  portions  of 
these  "  golden  dominions"  to  which  the  energy  and 
enterprise  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  have  brought  him. 

"  The  energy  and  enterprise  of  the  Anglo-Saxon!*" 
What  a  vast  field  for  reflection  do  these  words  pre- 
sent to  the  mind  !  They  concern  not  one  country, 
not  one  system  of  laws,  not  one  sovereign,  not  one 
creed,  but  they  have  to  do  with  many  countries, 
many  legal  systems,  many  sovereigns,  many  creeds. 
In  these  eight  words  is  a  power  which  may,  in  one 
sense,  be  likened  to  the  Hindu  deity  with  four  heads 
and  numerous  arms ;  but  which,  unlike  that  mytho- 
logical symbol,  is  not  destined  to  exhibit  only  the 
likeness  of  a  wonder-working  exterior ;  for  it  must 
travel  over  the  earth,  put  down  tyranny  and  oppres- 
sion, encourage  industry  and  commerce,  promote 
learning  and  the  true  religion,  and  every  art  and 
every  science,  so  as  to  aid  the  grand  cause  of  uni- 
versal justice  and  freedom  here,  and  assist  in  teach- 
ing others  to  hope  for  the  reward  of  their  being,  in 
those  high  destinies  which  most  surely  await  all  the 
sons  of  earnest  and  useful  progress  ! 
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From  the  former  portion  of  this  Narrative  the 
reader  may  have  gained  some  slight  idea  of  Marta- 
ban.  It  was  thrice  briefly  touched  upon: — first, 
on  the  occasion  of  our  attaek  and  capture  at  the 
commencement  of  the  war ;  then  a  few  remarks 
were  given  concerning  the  beauty  and  probable 
utility  of  the  Province ;  then  came  Moung-Shoay- 
loang,  the  notorious  Dacoit  chief — the  Rob  Roy 
of  these  fertile  regions — who  was  sent  from  Ava  by 
the  Golden  Foot  to  retake  Martaban,  or  forfeit  his 
head  in  the  event  of  failure.  He  did  signally  fail ; 
but  we  have  yet  to  learn  whether  Moung-Shoay'*s 
head  is  off,  or  still  upon  his  shoulders.  Notwith- 
standing the  cheapness  of  heads  in  this  country, 
the  latter  is  the  most  probable  conclusion — Dacoit 
chiefs  may  have  a  head  to  spare.  While  presenting 
a  record  of  this  daring  design  to  re-capture  Marta- 
ban,  nothing  was  said  regarding  the  gallantry  of 
the  troops  engaged.     The  enemy  mustered  in  con- 
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siderable  strength,  but  they  were  Tigoroiialy 
repelled  through  the  exertions  of  our  small  force, 
foremost  in  which  ranked  Major  HaD,  and  officers 
and  men  of  the  40th  Madras  Native  Infantry ;  and 
the  energy  and  talent  of  Commodore  Lynch,  also 
the  zeal  and  promptitude  of  Lieutenant  Purvis, 
were  of  no  ordinary  value  on  this  tiying  occasion. 
Of  the  latter  officer,  and  others  who  were  present, 
it  may  be  well  to  give  the  following  extract  from 
*^  Station  Orders  by  Major  B.  Hall,  Commanding 
Martaban,  10th  June  1852:'^  —  "  Major  Hall 
tenders  his  best  thanks  to  Lieutenant  Purvis  and 
the  detachment  of  Artillery  (Madras)  under  his 
command,  whose  excellent  senice  at  the  guns  pre* 
vented  the  enemy  from  assembling  near  us  in  strong 
bodies ;  to  Captain  Stewart  and  his  detachment  of 
the  49th  M.  N.  L,  who  pursued  them  in  skirmishing 

order  until  they  discovered  their  stronghold 

To  Captain  Bickards,  who  proceeded  with  reinforce- 
ments, composed  of  a  detachment  of  H.M'^s.  51st 
K.  O.  L.  I.,  under  Captain  Anderson,  and  a  detach- 
ment of  the  49th,  under  Captain  Coxwell;  but 
whose  arrival  to  rout  the  enemy  was  unfortunately 
anticipated  by  the  gun-boats  of  the  Ferazs ;  and  to 
all  officers  and  men  engaged  on  that  day .'"  The 
supremo  director  of  the  cnemy''s  attack  is  said  to 
have  been  the  Ex-Governor  of  Martaban,  who 
marched  from  a  strong  Burmese  post  called  Shoay- 
gyno  or  Shw6-gyon,   on  the   Sitang  River.     Some 

*  Wednosday  26th  May  1852.— Sec  also  Appendix,  No.  I. 
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have  ventured  to  affirm  that  it  was  "  a  military 
blonder**^  our  not  taking  and  occupying  that  post 
instead  of  Martaban.  Looking  attentively  at  their 
respective  positions  on  the  map,  and  especially  con- 
sidering the  proximity  of  Martaban  to  Moulmein 
(Meelmyne),  the  British  Cantonment,  it  is  difficult 
to  see  how  any  military  blunder  was  committed 
under  the  circumstances.  To  have  occupied  Pegu 
and  Shoay-gyne  after  Rangoon,  Martaban,  and 
Bassoin,  would  have  been  well,  had  sufficient  troops 
been  available;  such  not  being  the  case,  General 
Godwin,  we  think,  did  the  best  in  his  power.  At 
the  same  time  it  is  much  to  bo  regretted  that  after 
virtually  taking  possession,  he  had  not  then  suffi- 
cient troops  to  spare  for  the  occupation  of  such  an 
important  post  as  Pegu. 

Supposing  we  had  not  captured  Martaban,  might 
not  an  overwhelming,  emboldened,  desperate  band — 
ruffians  like  those  of  the  gang  of  Moung  Shoay- 
loang — have  come  down  like  a  torrent  on  Moul- 
mein ?  and  might  not  a  few  "  Lady  Sale's  ^  fair 
prisoners,  have  given  us  trouble  for  weeks  to  come  ? 

A  lady  some  time  ago  wrote  a  vivid  description 
of  our  capture  of  Martaban,  ^^  the  attack  on  which 
place,  with  the  landing  of  the  troops,  was  distinctly 
visible  from  Moulmein.  On  the  morning  of  the  5th 
April  all  the  inhabitants  of  that  station  assembled 
with  telescopes  at  Battery  Point  to  watch  the 
crossing  of  the  troops  and  the  operations  that 
followed.     The     sight    was    most    beautiful ;    the 
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steamers  commenced  crossing  the  river  at  6  A.  M., 
and  at  8  o'clock  the  British  flag  was  flying  over  the 
town  !'' 

Dacoity  has  long  been  pursued  as  a  profession  at 
Martaban  and  the  adjacent  Provinces.  Here  this 
gang-robbery,  on  a  large  scale,  appears  to  have 
been  carried  on  with  as  much  ferocity  as  by  those 
troops  of  Mahratta  and  Pindarree  freebooters  so 
prominent  in  Indian  history,  who  came  down  from 
their  wild  regions  of  hills  and  rivers  like  a  flash  of 
lightning  on  the  helpless.  But  this,  strictly  speak- 
ing, is  rather  the  destructive  propensity  of  the  Pin- 
darrees  than  of  the  Mahrattas.  Although  the  latter 
regarded  plunder  as  an  important  part>  of  their 
policy,  still  an  inclination  to  domestic  life,  and  a 
strong  wish  to  attain  political  power,  often  subdued 
the  latent  desire  for  utter  ruin  and  desolation.  The 
aim  of  the  Pindarree  was  *'  not  to  possess  a  dis- 
trict, but  to  sweep  away  all  that  is  in  it.""  We  liken, 
therefore,  the  Burmese  freebooters  rather  to  the 
Mahrattas,  acting  with  some  skill  and  wisdom  on 
what  for  generations  they  have  considered  to  be  the 
"  good  old  rule,'' 

**  The  simple  plao, 
That  they  should  take  who  have  the  power. 
And  they  should  keep  who  can  !  ** 

Probably,  like  the  Pindarrees,  their  bands  arc  con- 
tinually augmented  by  persons  of  idle  and  desperate 
character.  The  Governor  of  Martaban,  for  years 
past,  had  been  a  notorious  Dacoit ;  and«  doubtlera. 
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under  his  auspices,  if  not  under  his  immediate 
superintendence,  bands  of  hundreds  at  different 
times  have  crossed  over  and  attacked  Moulmein. 
There  is  Beling,  a  stockaded  position  in  the  vicinity 
of  Martaban,  another  rendezvous,  of  course,  for 
Dacoits,  forming  also  a  retreat  for  the  army  of 
robbers.  The  destruction  of  this  place,  and  similar 
dens,  we  hope  to  record  ere  the  conclusion  of  this 
Narrative. 

With  reference  to  the  Burmese  attack  on  Marta- 
ban  before  described,  there  appears  to  have  been 
some  neglect  in  not  occupying  and  fortifying  certain 
heights.  We  believe  that  this  drew  down  censure 
from  the  General.  And  surely  in  a  new  country, 
after  conquest,  the  most  important  matter  for  eonsi- 
^  deration  is  defence !  Greater  care  was  subsequently 
taken;  but  notwithstanding  such  precaution,  har- 
assing, by  keeping  constantly  on  the  alert  the  small 
force  which  held  Martaban,  the  place  was  again 
attacked  at  the  end  of  July.  On  the  31st  of  that 
month  the  enemy  became  bold.  Simple  allusion  has 
been  made  to  this  fact  at  the  conclusion  of  our  pre- 
vious volume,  but  here  is  an  extract  from  the 
columns  of  a  journalist : — 

^^  August  2d, — Last  Saturday  the  Burmese  were  so 
daring  as  to  take  up  a  position  so  close  to  us  as  to 
enable  them  to  send  a  four-pound  shot  rattling 
among  the  Artillery  barracks,  but  fortunately  with- 
out doing  any  one  harm.     Colonel  Johnson  *  detor- 

*  Commanding  in  the  Tcnasscrim  Proviuccs. 
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mined  to  attack  them  in  their  stronghold,  and  gaTO 
orders  to  Major  Bayly  to  do  so.  On  Sunday,  at 
gnn-fire,  they  started,  and  when  within  range  two 
or  three  rounds  of  grape  were  fired,  which  caused 
the  Burmese  to  fly.  The  iron  four-pounder  was 
taken,  two  wooden  guns,  and  some  scaling  ladders, 
but  no  wounded  or  dead  were  seen.  So  the  chas* 
tisement  inflicted  must  have  been  very  slight ;  but 
it  has  the  efiect  of  keeping  the  Burmese  quiet,  as 
they  have  not  been  heard  firing  sinoe.*^  That  they 
might  amuse  themselves  by  firing  at  us  with  some 
security,  we  are  informed  *'that  a  stockade  was  built, 
to  the  other  side  of  which  they  went  when  our  firing 
commenced,  and  hid  themselves  in  a  large  cave  that 
is  in  the  further  side  of  the  hill,  coming  out  again 
when  the  firing  ceased  !**" 

Towards  the  middle  of  August  the  1st  Madras 
Native  Infantry,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Goldsworthy  reached  Moulmein,  a  fortunate 
arrival,  as  the  garrison  there  was  sadly  in  need  of 
reinforcement ;  no  little  responsibility  was  attached 
to  guarding  a  town  some  four  or  five  miles  long, 
with  cantonments,  arsenal,  and  magazine. 

Having  gone  thus  far,  we  now  proceed  to  give  a 
topographical  sketch  of  Martaban,  the  materials  for 
which  have  been  contributed  by  Assistant-Surgeon 
Dickinson  of  the  Madras  Army,  who  lately  returned  * 
from  that  station,  where  he  had  medical  charge. 

*  This  paper  was  writton  in  October  1852. 
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Martaban  10  on  the  right  or  north  bank  of  the 
Salween  Biver,  nearly  opposite  Mouhnein.  The  can- 
tonment is  situated  on  a  low,  flat,  piece  of  ground, 
having  one  side  facing  the  river;  the  remaining  three 
sides  are  surrounded  by  jungle  and  swamp.  A  por- 
tion of  the  jungle  was  cleared  away  by  the  force 
occupying  this  station;  after  the  trouble  of  clearance, 
small  brush-wood  rapidly  sprang  up,  as  if  to  supply 
its  place.  No  roads  are  passable  during  the  rains; 
but  in  the  hot  season  there  is  a  road  leading  to 
Beling,  or  Billing,  which  is  said  to  be  quite  passable. 
In  the  neighbourhood  of  Martaban  there  are  several 
hills,  on  ascending  which  you  are  filled  with  enchant- 
ment at  the  surrounding  views  ; — from  the  hill  stock- 
ade alone  there  is  a  series  of  beautiful  views — ^pic- 
turesque woodland  scenery,  luxuriant  foliage,  giving 
and  taking  beauty  while  reposing  beside  the  nume- 
rous silvery  creeks.  In  the  ground  there  is  much 
rock ;  and  the  soil  appears  to  be  a  dark  clay.  The 
water  is  generally  bad,  and  only  one  well  could  be 
found  which  supplied  any  water  that  could  be  con- 
sidered drinkable.  The  water  in  the  other  wells 
was  found  to  be  very  full  of  animalculce^  with  a  dis- 
agreeable flavour  of  an  aluminous  nature.  As  a 
station,  Martaban  at  present  is  very  unhealthy ;  the 
troops  stationed  there  suffered  severely  from  fever, — 
arising  from  constant  exposure  at  night,  together 
with  the  combined  influence  of  jungle  and  swamp. 
When  the  land  wind  blew  a  most  unpleasant  and 
unhealthy  odour  pervaded  the  atmosphere.    Outside 
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the  stockade  there  is  a  hill,  around  which  a  stockade 
(independent  of  the  lower  stockade)  was  erected; 
and  on  this  work  several  guns  were  planted,  com- 
manding a  long  range  of  ground.  Within  this  hill 
stockade  is  a  tank,  full  during  the  rainy  season,  the 
water  of  which  was  perfectly  green ;  and  here  were 
stationed  about  two  hundred  men.  The  per  centage 
of  sickness  was  very  high,  being  40  per  cent !  At 
low  water  the  Commissariat  elephants  could  wade 
across  the  river.  As  a  military  station  it  is  thought 
that  Martaban  must  be  abandoned.  Ever  since  the 
British  have  known  the  Province  it  has  been  con- 
sidered a  feverish  country;  and  it  was  no  uncommon 
thing  for  Surgeons  to  cross  over  to  the  Governor  or 
his  suite  to  render  assistance !  It  is  a  wonder  that 
these  medical  philanthropists,  like  the  immortal  Sur- 
geon Boughton,  were  not  rewarded  in  some  substan- 
tial manner;  such  generosity  on  the  part  of  a  Gover- 
nor of  Martaban  might  have  saved  us  a  second 
Burmese  war !  From  medical  aid  what  great  events 
h  a vo  sprung !  I  f  Boughton  were  to  appear  now  among 
us,  he  would  find  a  little  diflTerence  in  our  power 
since  the  year  1634,  when  in  the  Deccan  he  cured 
the  Emperor  Shah  Jehan'^s  daughter,  who  had  been 
severely  burnt  by  her  clothes  taking  fire.  As  a 
reward,  it  is  well  known,  the  Emperor  gave  him 
permission  to  trade  to  Bengal  free  op  duty.  He 
established  himself  at  Piply,  near  Balasore,  where 
he  set  up  the  English  factory.  There  the  English, 
who  now  govern  the  vast  empire  of  India,  anchored 
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their  first  ship.*  A  few  years  afterwards,  Boughton 
went  to  pay  his  respects  to  Sultan  Soojah,  the  Em- 
peror^s  son,  at  Jlajmahal.  One  of  the  Lights  of  the 
Sultana's  seraglio  was  afflicted  nigh  unto  death. 
Boughton  prescribed  for  the  beauty,  cured  her, 
and  as  a  reward  the  Viceroy  gave  the  EngUsh 
permission  to  establish  factories  at  Balasore  and 
Hooghly,  as  well  as  at  Piply  I  But  the  times  have 
changed,  almost  universally  since  then,  to  Free- 
Trade  as  well  as  to  freedom  of  opinion  !  Who  will 
venture  to  say  that  the  commercial  and  philanthropic 
surgeon  would  have  thought  we  suffered  from  either, 
while  deciding  on  the  state  of  our  progress  at  the 
middle  of  the  nineteenth  century !  We  have  thus 
been  led  away  to  the  Surgeon  of  Surat,  after  having 
exhausted  the  Notes  of  our  modern  Surgeon  from 
Martaban. 

•  Marsliroan's  "  Eittoty  of  Bengal, "  p.  45. 
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CHAPTER   III. 

BEFORE   THE   ADVANCE   ON   PROME. 

From  the  middle  to  the  end  of  August  every  one 
was  busy;  and  Bumour,  with  her  thousand  tongues, 
was  the  busiest  of  all.  What  business  of  this 
month  that  has  not  been  already  narrated,  let  us 
now  endeavour  to  supply. 

An  attack  was  made  on  the  night  of  the  14th  on 
a  house  in  the  quiet  village  of  Puzendown,  almost 
under  our  very  eyes.  This  house  was  occupied  by 
the  Ex-Grovemor  of  Pegu  ;  and  the  attacking  party 
consisted  of  50  Burmese  soldiers — doubtless  dacoits 
— who  had  been  sent  from  that  capital.  Their  in- 
tention was  to  carry  off  the  chief  who,  hitherto,  had 
BO  cleverly  eluded  their  vigilance,  proving  to  his 
numerous  oppressors  that  the  ancient  blood  of  Pegu 
Btill  ran  in  his  veins.  On  this  occasion  the  Burmese 
were  repulsed  with  the  loss  of  two  or  three  killed. 
The  Ex-Qovemor,  we  understand,  fought  bravely 
with  his  small  band,  defending  himself  in  a  manner, 
notwithstanding  a  severe  wound,  worthy  of  the  best 
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days  of  Pegu  chivalry  !     Several  of  the  prisoners 
were  brought  before  Captain  Latter. 

The  Burmese  at  Prome  were  said  to  be  employed 
on  an  extensive  stockade,  or  rather  breastwork,  in  a 
commanding  position,  beyond  the  fire  of  the  steamers. 
From  10,000  to  15,000  men  were  reported  to  be  in 
and  about  Prome  ;  7000  at  Pegu ;  with  some  4000 
Cassay*  horse,  and  outposts  between  Pegu  and  Ban- 
goon  ;  10,000  men  at  Sho^Gyne ;  and  a  large  force 
at  Beling,  near  Martaban.  Ava  was  said  to  be 
fiUed  with  guns ;  and  there  were  the  two  fierce  bri- 
gades, headed  by  a  Picton  and  an  Uxbridge  of  the 
Burmese  army,  styled  the  Invulnerables  and  the  In- 
vincibles,  who  were  certainly  to  cut  all  the  English 
to  pieces !  The  Burmese  were  not  going  to  await 
our  attack,  but  they  determined  to  attack  us  when 
the  rains  abated. 

Accounts  from  the  steamers  up  the  river  reached 
us  that  Bundoola,  w4th  the  various  expelled  Woons 
or  Ex-Grovernors,  remained  at  Prome.  The  Dalla 
Woon  sent  a  communication  to  Commander  Tarle- 
ton  proposing  a  conference  on  the  subject  of  the 
war.  Tarleton  replied  "  that  he  had  no  power  to 
entertain  the  subject,  but  that  if  the  Dalla  Woon 
was  duly  authorised,  he  would  guarantee  him  safe 
conduct  to  Rangoon  in  one  of  the  steamers.  He  did 
not  accede  to  this  proposal,  but  wished  to  know 
whether,  in  the  event  of  his  communicating  with  the 
Commodore,   we   would   remain   below   Prome   till 

*  Monniporo. 
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matters  might  be  settled.  This  rose  was  so  trans- 
parent as  to  indicate  but  an  indifferent  opinion  of 
our  penetration.  His  Dalkt  Woonship  was  in- 
formed in  reply,  that  nothing  short  of  a  treaty  of 
peace  between  the  two  Nations  would  stay  our  pro- 
ceedings.* The  Woon  would  not  trust  himself  to 
the  mercy  of  the  British  Gteneral.  At  Ava  his 
head  would  surely  have  gone  for  losing  Dalla.  How 
could  it  possibly  be  safe  with  General  Godwin !  The 
Dalla  Woon  knew  nothing  about  British  attach- 
ment  to  an  immortal  remark  made  by  one  William 
Shakspere  long  ago,  to  the  effect  that  '^  mercy  sea- 
sons justice.'*^  He  wished  to  know  what  reception 
ho  would  meet  with — ^what  would  be  done  with  him  ! 
Another  authority  says,  ^^  the  true  object  in  view 
came  out  then ;  he  conditioned  that  while  he  was  in 
treaty  the  steamers  were  to  cease  going  up  and 
down  the  river ! ""  The  Nation  that  produced  Lord 
Palmerston  could  hardly  have  been  defeated  by  the 
diplomacy  and  cunning  of  a  Burmese  Woon. 

It  may  interest  some  to  learn  that  the  trans- 
ports, such  as  the  AialavUa^  of  four  or  five  hun- 
dred tons,  employed  by  the  Government  at  Ban- 
goon  as  store-ships,  or  stationed  with  the  army 
on  the  Irrawaddy,  were  paid  at  the  rate  of  eight 
or  nine  rupees  per  ton,  per  month.  In  China, 
we  understand,  the  transports  received  twelve 
rupees  per  ton.      During  the  last  Burmese  war  the 

*  From  **  a  valuable  commniiication  which  we  have  received 
from  a  friend  in  Burmah.*'— /Viem/  of  India, 
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enonnooB  man  of  twenty-five  rupees  was  given!  It 
most  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  expenses  attending 
a  good  ship  are  very  considerable.  Wages,  keeping 
the  vessel  in  repair,  and  insurance,  run  away  with  a 
large  portion  of  the  ship-owner^s  profits.  However, 
a  vessel  of  six  hundred  tons,  at  eight  rupees,  might 
do  a  tolerable  ^*  business  ^  in  one  year  of  an  Indian 
sea-port  or  river  war — that  is,  in  addition  to  the 
amount  received  for  the  transport  of  troops  to  their 
destination^  which  may  be  put  down  at  say  twenty 
or  twenty-five  thousand  rupees.  During  the  present 
war  the  Government,  possessing  such  an  admirable 
fleet  of  steamers  adapted  for  every  service,  has  obvi- 
ated the  necessity  of  employing  numerous  transports. 
But  what  has  steam  done  that  is  not  beneficial  to 
mankind! 

The  "  transport""  Mazeppa^  on  her  way  from  Cal- 
cutta to  Bangoon,  was  wrecked  towards  the  end  of 
August.  This  is  a  matter  of  little  general  import- 
ance; but  the  brig  had  on  board  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  mess  supplies  for  different  regiments ;  and 
their  loss  was  rather  a  serious  business  to  numerous 
military  adventurers  in  Burmah. 

The  war- steamers  Sphynx  and  Moozuffer  left 
Bangoon  for  Madras  on  the  23d  instant,  to  bring 
troops  for  the  approaching  campaign.  The  Fire 
Queen,  hitherto  so  useful  as  a  despatch  and  letter- 
carrier  to  and  from  Calcutta,  was  now  raised  to  the 
dignity  of  a  war-steamer.  The  Commodore  has  got 
her  mounted  with  eight  12-pounders,  and  she  is  destined 
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to  share  in  tho  glories  of  the  war,  following  up  the 
recent  little  success  at  Prome — and  followed  in  her 
wake  by  the  Enterprise.  Captain  H.  P.  Keighly,  of 
the  40th  Madras  Native  Infantry,  and  Mr  Ghisholm 
—the  former  from  Martaban,  and  the  latter  from 
Moulmein,  are  now  here  engaged  in  the  preparation 
of  a  flotilla  of  boats  for  the  conveyance  of  stores 
and  baggage  on  the  movement  upwards.''* 

On  the  26th  of  August  the  theatre  at  Bangoon  pre- 
sented a  brilliant  appearance.  The  performances  were 
Douglas  Jerrold's  Bent  Day,  with  the  Farce  of  The 
Happy  Man !  The  scenery  and  decorations  of  the 
house  were  in  excellent  taste,  and  the  acting  was  ad- 
mirable. Oeneral  Godwin  was  present  on  the  occasion, 
and  a  large  audience  of  officers  and  men.  The  drama 
throughout  was  listened  to  with  profound  attention. 
Eachel  Heywood,  Martin  Heywood,  and  the  wily  Bull- 
frog, were  capital  in  their  respective  parts.  As  an  old 
actor  on  the  Indian  boards,  one  may  be  allowed  to  ex- 
presshisapprobation  by  asserting  that  after  witnessing 
the  Rent  Day  at  Rangoon  he  felt  a  pleasure,  surpass- 
ed only  by  that  which  we  might  feel  after  beholding 
the  majesty  of  a  Macready,  or  the  genteel  humour  of 
Charles  Matthews  !  Little  the  author  thought,  while 
writing  his  instructive  play,  that  it  would  ever  be 
performed  off  a  grand  stair-case  near  the  upper  ter- 
race of  the  Shod  Dagoon  Pagoda  !  In  the  Happy 
Man  the  principal  actor  was  evidently  an  amateur 

*  Corrotpondent  of  ^  OOc^Ua  Mwnimg  Oirmide^  Sept  3." 
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"  Power  i^  and  we  shall  surely  live  a  very  long  time  if 
there  be  aught  of  truth  in  the  saying,  ''  Every  time 
a  man  laughs  adds  a  day  to  his  life  !^^ 

The  drop-scene  representing  the  storming  party 
at  the  eastern  entrance  on  the  14th  April,  by  an 
Artillery  Officer,  and  a  superb  fancy  scene,  painted  by 
an  Officer  of  Engineers,  were  much  admired ;  while 
the  music  was  both  of  a  plaintive  and  a  spirit-stirring 
nature,  as  if  composed  to  sympathise  with  the  lights 
and  shades  of  a  soldier^s  life ! 

On  the  morning  of  the  28th  an  unsuccessful  attempt 
was  made  to  effect  a  breach  in  a  flank  of  the  west 
face  of  the  great  stockade  with  two  24-pounders,  and 
two  8*inch  howitzers,  at  respective  ranges  of  about 
400  and  600  yards.  The  detachment  employed  in 
this  *'  experimental  practice ''"  was  from  the  Madras 
Artillery.  That  it  would  be  perfectly  useless  to 
attempt  the  breaching  of  a  stockade  with  howitzers 
in  any  reasonable  time  several  of  the  officers  well 
knew,  for  they  had  carefully  examined  the  construc- 
tion of  the  dense,  tough,  timber  wall,  which,  though 
lacking  the  beauty  of  a  work  issued  from  the  hand 
of  a  Vauban  or  a  Cormontaigne,  nevertheless  had 
been  raised  on  simply  natural  principles  of  surpassing 
strength.  But  many  were  curious  to  see  what  could 
be  done ;  even  the  General  honoured  the  scene  with 
his  presence;  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  a  fair 
and  deliberate  trial,  even  to  achieve  what  seemed  to 
some  an  impossibility,  could  not  have  been  given  on 
this  occasion.     In  the  first  place,  the  time  occupied 
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in  getting  the  howitzers  through  the  deep  mud  to 
the  scene  of  action  was  far  too  long  to  be  pleasant^ 
on  account  of  the  sun — for  mere  practice,  to  the 
assembled  spectators  who  of  course  hoped  to  wit- 
ness the  experiments  in  the  cool  of  the  morning.  To 
atone  for  this  unavoidable  delay  every  thing  was  now 
done  in  a  hurry.  One  howitzer  could  hardly  be 
moved  from  its  deep  position  in  the  mud  to  bring  it 
in  a  fair  line  with  the  work;  others  were  pointed  too 
quickly,  to  admit  of  much  precision ;  in  short,  what 
with  Bengal  materiel  with  Madras  gunners  and  much 
haste,  the  great  end  of  '*  experimental  practice^ 
was  defeated  altogether.  Dead  shells  and  live  shells 
were  fired  off,  but  little  damage  was  done  to  the 
stockade.  There  were  a  few  good  shots,  most  of 
which  merely  served  to  open  the  palisades — ^if  such 
enormous  massive  piles  can  be  so  called — and  then 
being  buried  in  the  thick  bank  of  earth  behind,  the 
shell  became  powerless.  With  reduced  charges  it 
was  now  thought  that  a  shell  might  be  thrown  so  as 
to  land  and  burst  exactly  between  the  timbers  and 
the  earth,  when  the  explosion  would  rend  the  former 
asunder,  and  thereby  accomplish  a  breach.* 

Time  and  platforms,  however,  were  to  assist  the 
next  ^^  experiments,'"  one  of  which  was  carried  into 
efiect  on  the  afternoon  of  the  6th  September,  under 

*  On  the  foregoing  occasion  a  Servioe-cliarge  was  used,  vis. — 
for  the  8-inch  howitzers,  4  lbs.  of  powder;  elevation  from 
3i  to  3}  degrees. 
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a  detachment  from  the  Bengal  Artillery.  Here, 
probably,  was  now  presented,  in  the  opinion  of  some 
of  the  force  at  Rangoon — to  those  unacquainted  with 
Artillery  details — a  favourable  opportunity  for  judg- 
ing of  the  respective  scientific  merits  of  the  **•  strong 
arm^  at  the  two  Presidencies.  Here  is  to  come, 
thought  a  few,  the  "  tug  of  war'^  between  Theory 
and  Practice  f  Madras  had  not  been  required  to 
share  in  the  recent  glories  of  the  Pimjaub ;  so  her 
Artillery  doing  any  thing  remarkable  on  the  field,  or 
away  from  **  home,"'  had  become  a  mere  matter  of 
history.  It  was  enough  that  her  practice  at  Saint 
Thomas's  Mount  was  celebrated  far  and  wide.  With 
Clive  during  the  most  brilliant  portion  of  his  career — 
and  in  the  Mysore,  in  Egypt,  at  Assaye,  Bourbon, 
Java,  Mahidpore,  Nagpore,  Gorygaum,  in  Ava,  in 
China— besides  a  vast  number  of  minor  though 
highly  important  services — ^yet  what  did  all  signify 
in  1852 1  But  let  us  now  see  how  the  Artillerymen 
on  the  second  occasion  thundered  against  the  stock- 
ade, how  the  "  counterfeit ""  and  more*  of  the 
"  immortal  Jove's  dread  clamours,''  tore  asunder  the 
enormous  timbers  and  effected  an  admirable  breach 
in  the  work  ! 

Such  is  a  faint  acme  of  imagination  to  which, 
probably,  some  would-be  scientific  critics  worked 
themselves  up,  before  the  opportunity  of  comparison 
arrived.  On  the  6th  of  September,  for  the  two  8-inch 
iron  howitzers,  the  range  was,  as  before,  000  yards. 

•  The  Shell. 
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For  the  first  two  rounds  only  half  the  service-ohailpe 
was  used,  or  two  lbs.  of  powder ;  the  elevation  was 
for  the  first  round  7^,  and  for  the  second,  6|0  ;  the 
length  of  fuze  was  &-tenths  of  an  inch.     The  first 
round  was  ^^  over,'"  the  second  hit  the  bottom  of 
the  stockade.     For  the  third,  and  remaining  seven- 
teen rounds,  three  lbs.  of  powder  were-  used,  with 
the  elevation  varying  from  #  to  4^,  and  the  fuze 
from  7-tenths  of  an  inch  to  6-tenths.    The  following 
additional  details  may  interest  the  Artillerist : — In 
the  fifth  round  the  shell  grazed  12  feet  short,  and 
buried  itself  in  the  earth — fuze  not  exploded.      In 
the  eighth  round  the  shell  grazed   15  feet  short, 
rebounded  from  stockade — ^fuze  not  exploded.     In 
the  eleventh  the  shell  passed  through  top  of  stock- 
ade and  lodged  on  the  rampart — ^fuze  good.  Among 
the  other  rounds  we  have—"  hit  stockade  5  feet 
from  the  ground,  penetration  2^  feet,  fuze  good;*" 
again,  ^'  grazed  50  yards  short,  hit  stockade,  pene- 
trated about  3  feet,  fuze  not  se6n;^  and  again,  ^^  hit 
stockade  8^  feet  from  ground,  penetration  4  feetp— 
fuze  good."'*     On  one  occasion  a  hit  at  the  bottom 
of  the  stockade  produced  no  penetration;  and  in 
another,  a  hit   between  two  timbers,  4  feet  from 
the  ground,  produced  a  penetration  of  6^  feet — 
fuze  not  seen.     The  timbers  of  the  stockade  are  of 
^^  irregular  diameters,  and  the  intervals  between  them 
vary,^  say,  from  two  to  three  inches,  **  hence  the 
diflerence  of  penetration.'"    The  rampart  behind  the 
stockade  was  of  clay,  in  which,  it  is  supposed,  the 
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foze  choked,  as  the  explosion  of  many  of  them  was 
not  seen. 

On  a  subsequent  occasion*  the  Bengal  Artillery 
detachment,  with  live  shells,  and  with  the  same  two 
8-inch  howitzers,  endeavoured  to  effect  a  breach 
or  destroy  the  stockade ;  but  very  little  injury  was 
done  to  the  sturdy  work.  The  Burmese  savant  who 
made  it  seemed  to  have  held  our  howitzers  in  as 
much  contempt  as  Nelson  did  the  broadsides  of  the 
French.  The  question  was  now  solved,  not  that  it 
is  utterly  impossible  to  effect  a  breach  in  a  stockade 
with  howitzers,  by  throwing  shells  and  causing  them 
to  explode  in  the  right  time  or  place,  but  that  it 
would  be  imprudent  to  attempt  it  before  the  fire 
of  an  enemy.  It  would  be  time  and  life  thrown 
away. 

On  the  occasion  of  the  Madras  Artillery  "  prac- 
tice,'' the  explosion  of  the  shells  damaged  the  earthen 
rampart,  blew  up  one  of  the  wooden  ties  or  binders 
of  the  stockade,  and  w^ould  have  rendered  the  place 
untenable  by  an  enemy,  although  the  effect  requir- 
ed, as  with  the  Bengal  arm,  was  not  produced. 

In  these  days  of  militia,  martial  ardour,  or 
National  defence,  no  excuse  need  be  given  for  put- 
ting some  more  gunpowder  into  this  Chapter. 

The  effect  produced  by  bags  of  powder  on  the 
stockade  was  found  to  be  very  satisfactory.  It  is 
written  in  the  military  books  that  to  throw  down 
a  strong  palisade,  from  30  to  50  lbs.  of  powder 

♦  September  10th. 
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should  be  used.  To  burst  open  a  town  gate, 
from  60  to  70  lbs.  are  required;  but  it  is  unsafe 
to  depend  upon  less  than  200  lbs.  for  that  pur- 
pose. Much  less,  of  course,  will  do  for  an 
ordinary  gate ;  and  as  the  process  is  very  simple, 
all  alarmists  about  French  invasion  had  better 
look  to  it.  The  leathern  bag  with  the  powder  is 
simply  hooked  upon  the  gate,  "and  fixed  by 
means  of  a  piece  of  portfire  passed  through  a  hole 
in  the  bottom,  and  well  secured  with  twine.'"  *  Old 
ladies  and  gentlemen  at  home  in  their  castles 
will  observe  that  even  they  are  not  safe  in  case  of 
invasion. 

Two  hundred  lbs.  of  powder  on  one  occasion 
made  a  complete  breach  in  a  very  strong  part  of  the 
stockade.  At  another  time  the  experiment  was 
tried  with  100  lbs.  The  powder  was  in  two  bags 
of  50  lbs.  each,  which  were  placed  at  the  foot  of 
the  timbers  and  covered  over  with  sand-bags. 
Much,  but  not  sufficient  damage  for  a  practicable 
breach  was  produced  by  the  explosion  ;  so  150  lbs. 
of  powder,  or  say  three  bags  of  50  lbs.  each,  may 
be  taken  as  the  proper  quantity  for  efiecting  a 
breach  in  a  Burmese  or  any  other  strong  stockade ; 
yet  to  make  assurance  doubly  sure,  it  may  be 
better  in  most  cases  to  use  200  lbs.  Now,  the 
question  comes  to  be,  would  the  enemy  allow  you 

*  In  no  case  does  it  seem  desirable  to  suspend  the  charge 
above  the  level  of  the  ground.— iiuie  Memoire. 
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to  fix  your  bags  of  powder  by  day  or  by  night  ?  It 
is  just  possible  he  might  be  asleep  on  such  an 
occasion.  It  is  highly  probable  he  would  be  awake  ! 
So  the  safest  plan  would  appear  to  be,  first,  to  render 
the  place,  as  much  as  possible,  untenable  by  the 
enemy,  by  enfilading  with  the  most  destructive 
projectiles  of  Artillery,  and  then  to  send  forward 
the  pioneers  and  infantry  ;  the  former  to  clear  away 
abattis,  find  out  some  winding  entrance,  plant 
ladders,  or  supply  their  place  by  making  a  breach 
with  powder-bags,  sufficient  to  allow  the  troops  to 
efiect  a  speedy  and  extensive  occupation  of  the 
work.  True  enough  the  Burmese  are  cunning,  and 
in  this  as  in  the  last  war  used  various  artifices  for 
covering  themselves  from  the  effects  of  shot  and 
shell.  But  a  panic  soon  takes  place.  One  chief 
cause  of  our  general  success  in  the  East  is  that 
fertility  of  resources  in  time  of  need  and  danger 
which  adorns  the  European  mind.  Take  one  of  the 
most  remote  instances  of  the  many  that  might  be 
cited  in  India  up  to  the  present  day.  See  CUve  at 
Arcot,*  maintaining  himself  for  fifty  days  against 
a  French  and  Native  force  !  When  the  enemy**s 
breaching  battery  brought  down  fifty  feet  of  wall 
between  two  towers,  the  garrison  made  a  formidable 
retrenchment  behind  it,  and  planted  their  three 
field  pieces  so  as  to  sweep  the  breach  ! 

A  wall  and  the  French  bring  us  nearer  to  Euro- 
pean warfare  ;  so,  for  the  instruction  of  non-profes- 
•  October  1761. 
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sional  readers  who  may  feel  an  interest  in  the  sub- 
ject, it  may  be  remarked  that  against  exposed  walls 
good  iron  guns  can  breach  from  a  distance  ^ 
500  or  600  yards.  You  commence  to  fire  as  near 
the  bottom  of  the  waU  as  possible,  and  at  each 
extremity  of  the  side  or  front ;  afterwards,  the  guns 
are  brought  to  bear  gradually  upwards  till  the 
breach  is  completed. 

Let  us  now  turn  again  to  the  Narrative  of  events 
at  the  end  of  August  and  the  beginning  of  Sep- 
tember. 

^^  The  boats  of  the  H.  €.  steam-frigate  Zmobia 
proceeded  about  twenty-eight  miles  above  Marta- 
ban  to  reconnoitre,  having  received  information 
that  300  of  the  enemy  were  encamped  at  a  village 
named  Ketturhee.  The  boats  arrived  in  company 
with  the  schooner  Fegu,  abreast  of  the  village ;  and 
on  the  1st  of  September  the  second  cutter  was 
ordered  to  pull  a-head  of  the  other  boats,  and 
endeavour  to  obtain  the  8ti*ength  of  their  position. 
She  had  not  proceeded  far  however,  before  the 
Burmese  opened  a  sharp  fire  with  jinjals  and 
muskets,  which  was  speedily  returned  from  the 
cutter,  pinnace,  and  schooner.  The  Burmese  kept 
up  the  contest  with  great  spirit ;  and  the  direction 
of  their  fire  was  very  good.  They  commenced  with 
a  continuation  of  jinjal  balls,  followed  by  voUies  of 
musketry  at  the  boats  and  schooner.  About  forty 
minutes  elapsed  before  the  enemy  slackened  their 
fire,  when  the  Zenobia's  second  cutter  and  pinnace 
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pulled  for  the  stockade,    landed,  and  burnt  the 
village  to  the  ground.    An  immense  quantity  of 
ammunition  was  found  and  destroyed.     The  stock- 
ade abreast  of  the  river  was  about  300  yards  in 
length,    about    ten    feet   high,    and  about  three 
feet  thick,  with  a  trench  cut  inside.     The  work 
might    have    made    a    resolute    defence;    it    was 
held  probably  by    more   than   300    men  judging 
from  the  number  of  killed  and  wounded,  which, 
on    account  of   the  boats   landing    our    men    so 
quickly,  the  Burmese  had  not  time  to  drag  away. 
The  spherical  case  shell  *  fired  by  the  artillery-men 
of  the  Zenohia^  on  board  the  Pegu^  must  have  done 
great  execution,  as  it  burst  with  precision  among 
crowds  of  men  who  set  us  at  defiance.     Our  boats 
were  sadly  riddled  \iith  musket-balls  ;  but  fortu- 
nately not  a  single  man  was  hurt.     The  schooner^s 
crew  had  some  remarkable  escapes ;  her  gunner^s 
hat  was  shot  through  with  a  jinjal  ball,  and  imme- 
diately afterwards  the  sleeve  of  his  coat  was  shot 
away ;  the  schooner''s  main  boom  was  shot  through 
in  one  or  two  places.     The  boats  of  the  Zenohia  and 
the  Pegu  returned  on  Wednesday  the  2d  inst.  to 
the  anchorage  off  the  creek,  all  on  board  being  much 
pleased  with  the  success  of  their  small  yet  important 
expedition.     The  fatigue  and  exposure  that  both 
officers  and  men  underwent  rendered  the  work  of 
no  ordinary  nature,  the  men  being  on  their  oars 

•  Very  deftroctiye ;  producing  the  same  effect  as  common 
case  or  canister  shot,  but  at  a  much  greater  range. 
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nearly  the  whole  of  the  time,  and  constantly  wet 
through.  Mr  Bondville  was  also  present  with  three 
boats  of  the  river  Police,  and  ^ve  great  assist- 
ance. Eighteen  canoes  were  captured  in  all.^  * 
The  Burmese  must  now  pretty  clearly  see  the 
utter  uselessness  of  this  species  of  '^  Man  of 
War.^ 

With  regard  to  the  capabilities  of  Moulmein  as  a 
building-yard  for  British  vessels  of  war,  the  Times 
of  that  quarter  remarks — "  Our  own  forests  are  still 
prolific  of  timber,  sufficient  for  a  number  of  years  to 
come.  The  Shan  forests  are  known  to  be  of  great 
extent,  and  the  timber  must  find  its  way  into  the 
Moulmein  market,  there  being  no  other  to  which  it 
can  be  taken  with  advantage  to  the  traders  ;^  and 
with  regard  to  the  building  of  vessels  in  general  at 
this  port  —  For  *^  material  and  workmanship  we 
believe  they  cannot  be  excelled  anywhere,  while  the 
cost  is  considerably  less  than  that  of  either  Calcutta 
or  Bombay.'' 

The  new  ship  Granville  is  described  ^^  as  a  splendid 
specimen  of  naval  architecture;'"  and  the  Tenoi- 
serinij  one  of  our  best  Indian  steamers,  was  built  at 
Moulmein. 

European  intelligence  had  arrived  that  the  Queen 
had  prorogued  Parliament  in  person,  on  the  1st  of 
July.  Her  Majesty  was  pleased  to  observe  in  the 
Speech  to  the  assembled  Lofds  and  Commons,  with 

"  ^  We  are  greatly  indebted  to  a  friend  for  this  account.*'-^ 
Moulmein  Tima*    The  above  has  been  slightlj  altered. 
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regard  to  Burmah :  ^^  The  refusal,  on  the  part  of 
the  King  of  Ava,  of  redress  justly  demanded  for 
insults  and  injuries  offered  to  my  subjects  at  Bpan- 
goon,  has  necessarily  led  to  an  interruption  of 
friendly  relations  with  that  Sovereign.  The  promp- 
titude and  vigor  with  which  the  Qovemor-General 
of  India  has  taken  the  measures,  thus  rendered 
unavoidable,  have  merited  my  entire  approbation; 
and  I  am  confident  that  you  will  participate  in  the 
satisfaction  with  which  I  have  observed  the  conduct 
of  all  the  naval  and  military  forces,  European  and 
Indian,  by  whose  valour  and  discipline  the  important 
captures  of  Bangoon  and  Martaban  have  been 
accomplished ;  and  in  the  hope  which  I  entertain 
that  these  signal  successes  may  lead  to  an  early 
and  honourable  peace.  "^ 

The  above  well-merited  allusion  by  Her  Majesty 
to  the  conduct  of  the  naval  forces  would  naturally 
lead  any  attentive  observer  of  affairs  in  this  war 
to  consider  the  relative  positions  of  the  Boyal  and 
Indian  Navy  on  a  service  purely  Indian  or  Eastern, 
touching  the  increase  or  protection  of  the  East 
India  Company'^s  territories.  It  is  well  known  that 
the  officers  of  both  services  hold  commissions  from 
the  Crown.  What  would  England  and  the  world 
have  said,  if,  instead  of  fighting  our  great  naval 
battles.  Lords  St  Vincent  and  Nelson  had  been 
employed  on  coast-gua^pd  duty  ?  On  a  special  ser- 
vice, for  the  interests  of  the  State,  should  not  the 
preference  be  given  to  seniority,  combined  with  vast 
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oxporionoe,  skill,  and  knowledge !  Three  very  dis- 
tinguished Indian  naval  officers,  whose  vessehi*  cer- 
tainly played  very  conspicuous  parts  in  the  naval 
operations  against  Rangoon  and  DoUa,  and  who 
had  every  experience  in  river  steam  navigation,  had 
a  claim  superior  to  that  of  any  junior  officer  of  the 
Iloyal  Navy  for  charge  of  the  flotilla  for  service 
on  the  Irrawaddy,  especially  as  it  was  composed 
entirely  of  Indian  steamers.  Captain  Lynch,  Com- 
modore of  the  Indian  squadron,  was  for  seven  years 
unceasingly  employed  on  the  navigation  of  that 
most  difficult  river  the  Euphrates;  Conmiander 
0.  D.  Campbell  is  an  officer  of  Mesopotamian  and 
Scinde  River  axperience ;  Commander  Hewett  com- 
manded a  steamer  during  the  Chinese  War,  and 
distinguished  himself  there  on  several  occasions. 
We  have  a  great  regard  for  the  "  bulwarks  ^  of  our 
native  land — the  Royal  Navy ;  we  think,  as  will  be 
seen  in  the  former  portion  of  this  Narrative,  highly 
of  Commodore  Lambert  and  his  Commander  Tarle- 
ton ;  but  it  certainly  would  have  looked  better  to 
have  seen  one  of  these  three  Indian  naval  officers 
commanding  the  steam  flotilla  on  the  Irrawaddy. 

*  The  Feroze^  the  Mooguffer,  and  the  SuottrU. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

THB  ABMT  OF  AVA. 

After  the  departure  of  the  €k)vemor-6eneral  from 
Ranj^oon  the  most  active  measures  were  being  taken 
in  Bengal  and  Madras  for  the  despatch  of  reinforce- 
ments necessary  to  form  one  grand  whole,  under  the 
title  of  The  Army  of  Ava.  The  Burmese  authorities 
had  not  tendered  their  submission;  they  had  not 
shown  the  slightest  inclination  to  enter  into  terms 
of  peace  with  us;  the  Crovernor-Gteneral  had  now 
considered  what  steps  it  was  his  duty  to  take  in 
"  the  arduous  struggle*"  which  had  been  forced  upon 
him.*  It  was  natural  enough  to  suppose  that  the 
blow  struck  at  Bangoon  and  the  other  maritime 
towns  would  produce  some  effect  in  the  mind  of  the 
Eling;   and  it  might  have  done  so,  had  not  the 

*  **  If  those  steps"  (striking  a  blow  against  Rangoon  and 
Martaban)  **  shoold  not  be  sufficient  before  the  rainy  season  to 
induce  the  Burmese  authorities  to  tender  their  submission  and 
to  enter  into  terms  of  peace,  then  it  wiU  be  for  the  Governor- 
General  to  consider  what  steps  it  will  be  his  duty  to  take  in  the 
arduous  struggle  which  will  be  forced  on  him.** — Lord  Derby  in 
iU  n<mm  ofLwd$m  the  6th  of  April. 

C 


tar  I  i—iiniiiiM  «p  At  G«Uem  Ev, 
of  dc^iiodt  Ib^BRT.  WcB  wnygd  viik  1 
amai  br  Tile  M£n^  to  ave 
pmnrioiMBt  of  defett^  aad  fitfc  dMm  tocuiyoa 
thgrtnfcfecfo|>|acMiMaBide«Mi  lii^ii.  With 
die  execpcioo  of  tibe  mrnaaj  of ' 
ibr  vUdi  fiordkMpdbr  «M  BOC 
eoodidoo  of  tlie  Km;  of  Ata  and  bis  entire  is  apt 
to  remind  one  of  that  Kja^of  Xiaei  A  and  Ajwyria 
vlioiii  Loffd  Bjrai  bas  made  mnnoitaL  Unlbr- 
tmatelr,  in  Bnrmah,  tbeve  bas  been  too  Vmg  the 
tjrnumy  of  ^bfeod  and  dniiM,'*  as  veD  as  the 
^  de^«iami  of  Tiee  :** — 

Tbe  weakMM  nd  tbe  wieke^MM  «r  lu«7— 

Tbe  ncgligeoee— the  apethT— tbs  enli 

Of  teniial  doth— piodaee  tea  thn— eii  tynat^ 

WhoM  delegated  cfwdty  imi— le 

The  wont  acts  of  one  vmugtiic  amler, 

Howerer  hanh  and  hard  in  hia  ovn  bearia^.** 

Trath  would  not  now,  perbi^s,  be  told  to  the 
Golden  Foot,  ontn  it  waa  too  late,  regarding  oar 
cfao«en  in«tnunent  of  regeneraticMi— one  eombining 
upeech  with  action — The  Army  of  ATa ! 

Tbf«  army  waa  to  comprise  three  brigadea  of 
Bengal  and  three  of  Madras  troops,  or  about  six 
rf;gime«its  of  European  Foot,  twelve  regiments  of 
Natire  Infantry,  and  a  full  complemoit  of  Artalleiy, 
as  well  OS  Sappers  and  Miners;  in  all  some  18 
tfr2t),WH)mm.f 

*  Act  J,  Scene  2.  t  Appendix,  No.  II. 
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The  following  arrangement  of  the  reinforcements 
from  Bengal  appeared  in  the  Gazeite  of  the  25th  of 
August: — 

**'  The  Most  Noble  the  Gk>vemor-GreneraI  in  Council 
is  pleased  to  make  the  following  appointments  to  the 
force  placed  under  the  orders  of  Major-Greneral  God- 
win, G^.,*  commanding  the  combined  forces  in  Ava, 
Arracan,  and  the  Tenasserim  Provinces. 

*'  Surgeon  J.  Balfour,  of  the  67th  Begiment,  N.  I., 
to  be  Field  Surgeon. 

"  Bengal  Division, — Brigadier-General  Sir  John 
Gheape,  K.  C.  B.,  to  command,  -f 

"  Ist  Brigcide  {now  (xt  Bangoon), — Brigadier  T.  S. 
Reignolds,  0.  B.,  H.  M.'s  18th  Royal  Irish. 
"  Oaptain  Greorge  F.  S.  Call,  Brigade- Major, 

"  To  consist  of — 
"  H.  M;s  18th  Royal  Irish. 
**  40th  Regiment  Native  Infantry. 
*'  67th  Regiment  Native  Infantry. 

*'  2d  Brigade — Lieutenant-Colonel  T.  Dickinson, 
of  the  10th  Regiment  Native  Infantry,  to  be  a 
Brigadier,  and  to  command. 

"  Captain  R.  Hawkes,  H.  M.'s  80th  Foot,  to  be 
Brigade-Major. 

"  Lieatenant  H.  K.  Bnrne^  of  the  2d  (Grenadier)  Regiment 
N.  I.,  had  been  appointed  Military  Secretary  to  the  Major- 
GeneraL 

t  Captain  Bruce,  H.  M.'s  18th  R.  L,  appomted  Assistant- 
Adjntant-General. 
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**  To  consiBt  of — 
«  Her  Majesty's  80th  Foot. 
''  10th  B^ment  Native  Infantry. 
*^  4th  Regiment  Sikh  Local  Infantry. 

"  3rfJBr^a<fo.— Lieutenant-Colonel  G.  Huish,C.R, 
of  the  37th  Regiment  N.  I.,  to  be  a  Brigadier,  and 
to  command. 

*^  Captain  J.  Bontein,  of  the  37th  Regiment  N.  I., 
to  be  Brigade-Major. 

"  To  consist  of — 
^^  1st  European  Bengal  Fusiliers. 
^*  37th  Regiment  Native  Infantry. 
"  Regiment  of  Loodianah. 

"  R.  J.  IL  Birch,  Lieut-Colonel, 

"  Offlf.  Secy-  to  the  €k)vt.  of  India, 

"  Miljr.  Dept.^ 

In  addition  to  the  above,  there  was  to  be  the 
Light-Field  Battery  from  Dum-Dmn.  MajcH*  May- 
hew  remained  at  the  head  of  the  Adjutant-General's 
Department,  assisted  by  Captain  Hamilton.  Cap- 
tain Simpson  remained  at  the  head  of  the  Bengal 
Commissariat  Department.* 

In  the  Madras  Gazette  of  the  27th  inst.  appeared 
the  following  appointment : — **  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Henry  Stilles  Foord  of  the  Artillery,  to  be  a  Brigadier 

*  Under  Mi^or  Budd^  Madias  Army,  Depntj  Commianuy- 
Genenl  of  the  Army  of  Ava,  with  the  force  sinoe  the  com- 
menoement  of  the  war  in  April. 


THE  ABMT  OF  AYA.  37 

of  the  2d  Claas^  and  to  oommand  the  Artillery  of 
the  Army  of  Ava." 

**  Under  the  authority  of  Government,  His  Excel- 
lency the  Gommander-in-Ohief  directs  the  formation 
of  the  Madras  Division  of  the  Army  of  Ava  to  be 
composed  as  follows : — 

**  MADRAS  DIVISIOK. 

''  Brigadier-General  S.  W.  Steel,  G.B.,  Command- 
ing. 

"  Capt.  (Bt.-Major)  J.  G.  S.  Neill,  1st  Madras 
Fusiliers,  Deputy  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

"  Capt.  (Bt.-Major)  E.  H.  Atkinson,  19th  Regt. 
N.  I.,  Deputy  Assistant  Quartermaster-General. 

"  Lieutenant  E.  A.  B.  Travers,  2d  Regiment  N.  I., 
Aide-de-Camp. 

"Captain  (Bt.-Major)  W.  H.  Budd,  Assistant 
Commissary-Gteneral. 

"  Capt.  C.  Cooke,  Dep.  Assist.  Conmiis.-General.* 

"  Capt.  T.  Gillilan,  5th  Regt.  N.  L,  Paymaster. 
"  Artillery. 

"  Brigadier  H.  S.  Foord,  Conmianding. 

"  Lieut.  (Bt.-Captain)  J.  D.  Scott»  Brigade-Major. 

"  Troops. 
**  C  Troop,  Horse  Brigade, 
'*  D  Company,  2d  Battalion, 
"  D  Company,  3d      do. 
"  A  Company,  4th     do. 


Artillery. 


♦  lieutenants  Walter  Cook  and  W.  B .  Newlyn,  Sub  Aesistant 
CommiMariea-General. 
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^^  Sappers  tmd  Miners. 
"Captain  J.  W.  Bundall,  Field  Engineer,  Com- 

manding  Sappers  and  Miners. 

*<  Head  Quarters*  A,  B,G,  and  E  Oompanies,  Sappers 

and  Miners. 

**  First  Infantry  Brigade. 
"  Brigadier  W.   H.  EUiott,   K.  H.,  H.  M's.  51st 

King^s  Own  Light  Infantry,  Commanding. 
"  Cap.  J.  Smith,  13th  Regiment  N.I.,  Brigade-Major. 

"  Troops. 
"  H.M's.  51st  King's  Own  Light  In&ntry. 
"  9th  Biegiment  Native  Infantry. 
"  35th      do.  do. 

"  Second  Infantry  Brigade. 
^<  Brigadier  M.  McNeill,  Commanding. 
"  Captain  D.  G.  A.  Darroch,  H.M's.  51st  K.O.L.I., 
Brigade  Major.  * 
*«  Troops. 
**  1st  Madras  Fusiliers. 
^'  5th  Regiment  Native  Infantry. 
**19th      do.  do.''  » 

Captain  Allan,  of  the  3d  Regiment  Light  Infan- 
try, was  appointed  Deputy  Quartermaster-General 
to  the  Army  of  Ava ;  while  the  duties  of  Deputy 
Judge  Advocate-General  continued  to  be  performed 
by  Major  Boulderson.  Dr  Davidson  was  eventually 
appointed  to  the  medical  charge  of  General  Steel's 
Staff. 

*  CanoeUiog  ike  appointment  of  Captain  Haines^  9th  M.N.  I., 
who  was  afterwards  Brigade-Major. 
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The  Third  Madras  Infantry  Brigade,  not  included 
in  the  above  orders,  but  directed  in  the  Gazette  of 
the  23d  July  *^to  march  to,  and  embark  at  the 
places  notified,  when  directed,^  consisted  of  H.M^s. 
84th  Regiment  from  Trichinopoly  to  Negapatam; 
to  embark  from  Negapatam. 

The  30th  Begiment,  N.  I.,  (at  Masulipatam,)  to 
embark  from  Masulipatam. 

The  46th  Begiment,  N.  I.,  from  Secunderabad  to 
Palaveram,  to  embark  from  Madras. 

The  B  Troop,  Horse  Artillery,  was  likewise  order- 
ed from  Bangalore,  to  embark  from  Madras.  The 
Madras  5th  N.  I.,  which  was  originally  intended  to 
have  shared  in  the  early  operations  of  the  campaign, 
it  wiU  be  seen  is  among  those  sent  on  actual  service. 
Its  place  at  Kyouk  Phyoo  was  to  be  occupied  by  one 
of  the  Bengal  General  Service  Corps.  Dr  M'Cosh  had 
officiated  as  StaiT-Surgeon  to  General  Godwin  since 
the  commencement ;  and  Superintending-Surgeon 
Montgomerie  remained  at  the  head  of  the  Medical 
Department. 

It  may  now  interest  the  curious  to  glance  at  the 
Bengal  and  Madras  Divisions  of  1824-26.  The 
former  consisted  of 

'  The  Engineer's  Department. 
The  Governor-General's  Body  Guard. 
Horse  Artillery  (Rocket  Troop). 
Foot  Artillery. 

H.  M's.  13th,  38th,  47th,  and  87th  Foot. 
Quartermaster-GeneraFs  Department. 
I,  Commissariat  Department. 


§ 

> 

% 


.2 

> 
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The  latter  of 

'  ArtiDeiy,  European  and  Native^. 

H.  M's.  2d  Battalion  1st  or  Royal  Raiment. 

H.MV  41st  (General  Godwin's  Craps),  45th, 
and  89th  Foot. 

The  1st  European  Regiment,  or  Madras 
Fusiliers. 

Native  In/aniry. 

1st,  3d,  7th,  &th,  12th,  18th,  22d,  2eth, 
28th,  30th,  32d,  34th,  36th,  38th,  43d, 
Ist  Battalion  of  Pioneers,  Provisional 
Battalion, — Staff^  and  Bombay  Artillery. 

The  10th  and  16th  Regiments  of  Madras  Native 
Infantry  also  served  in  the  last  war. 

The  Queen's  45th,  the  1st  N.I.,  the  32dN.I.,  and 
the  36th  N.  I.,  arrived  at  Rangoon  at  the  very  close 
of  the  campaigns,  in  addition  to  General  Godwin, 
and  Sir  John  Cheape  (Bengal  Engineers). 

The  officers  at  Rangoon  during  the  present  war, 
who  served  in  the  last,  were  few.  We  believe  them 
to  have  consisted  of  General  Steel,  *  Colonel  Duke  and 
Major  Hill  (1st  Madras  Fusiliers),  Colonel  Poole, 
(5th  M.N. I.),  Major  Roberts  (9th  M.N. I.),  and 
Major  Burgoyne,  commanding  the  C  Troop,  Horse 
Artillery.  The  26th  N.  I.,  at  Martaban,  had  still 
Colonel  Johnson,  Majors  Halpin  and  Bayly,  who 
served  with  the  «  Ava  Field  Force''  in  1824-25 
and  .26.  The  defence  of  Kemmendine  has  been 
alluded  to  in  our  former  work. — Of  the  30th  N.  I., 

*  Who  wai  in  the  Qoartennaster-Cjeneral's  Department. 
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ordered  to  prepare  for  service  in  Burmah,  Major 
M'Leod  served  in  the  last  Ava  campaign,  and  was 
afterwards  employed  in  various  civil  and  political 
duties  in  the  Tenasserim  Provinces. 

Perhaps  the  most  distinguished  Madras  Artillery 
Officer  in  the  last  war  was  the  present  Colonel 
Montgomerie,  G.B.,  now  in  Europe.  General  Bur- 
ton, Colonel  Alcock,  Major  Begbie,  and  Major 
Moore,  of  the  same  corps,  are  also  associated  with 
the  campaigns  in  Ava. 

On  the  5th  of  April  (1852),  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  the  Earl  of  Ellenborough  endeavoured  to 
shew  that  the  present  war  might  prove  more  serious 
than  we  contemplated.  Is  it  not  so  with  nearly 
every  war  engaged  in  by  any  Nation  ?  The  follow- 
ing is  interesting, — "  In  the  last  war  with  Ava,*" 
said  his  Lordship,  "we  employed  no  less  than  40,000 
men,''  but  he  doubted  "whether  in  the  end  10,000 
were  left  fit  for  duty.  The  army  in  Arracan  had 
wasted  away,  and  was  unable  to  co-operate  with  the 
other  forces.  We  have  undoubtedly  some  advantages 
now  we  did  not  possess  then.""  Very  true.  But  it 
would  seem  to  be  a  general  misfortune  as  far  as  all 
our  Conunanders  of  distant  armies  are  concerned, 
that  at  home  advantages  as  well  as  disadvantages 
are  sadly  misunderstood:  And  if  then  there  was  such 
a  lamentable  return  of  the  expense  of  human  life, 
how  sad  to  count  the  survivors  now,  seven  or  eight 
and  twenty  years  aft^r,  when  death  has  been  busy 
in  removing  from  the  world  so  many  of  that  once 


42  THE   8B00VD   BURMBSB  WAR. 

brilliant  host  who  went  forth  from  our  Indian  shores 
with  a  soIdier^s  thirst  for  glory  ! 

In  the  same  speech  it  was  remarked  that  on  the 
departure  of  Native  Infantry  Regiments  from 
Madras  for  Burmah,  the  families  of  the  Madras 
soldiery  would  be  left  in  misery ;  also  that  suoh  a 
departure  had  a  mutinous  tendency.*  The  re- 
fusal of  the  Bengal  corps,  however,  was  more  the 
fault  of  the  system  than  of  the  sepoys.  To  these 
prognostications  an  able  Indian  journalist  well  re- 
plied after  the  first  operations  were  over : — **  Never 
did  the  Madras  soldiery  manifest  greater  alacrity 
to  go  on  foreign  service.  One  regiment  alone  in 
Bengal,  the  38tii  Native  Infantry,  refused  to  proceed 
on  board  ship,  but  its  place  has  been  suppUed  by  a 
dozen  others  who  have  volunteered  for  Ava  with  a 
degree  of  zeal  and  fervor  which  has  never  been 
exceeded  in  our  Native  Army.^  Long  may  it  exist, 
say  we !  it  is  that  willingness  in  all  ranks,  and  in 
all  complexions,  to  proceed  on  important  active 
duties,  which  has  so  long  done  honour  to  the  Indian 
Army.  *'  Commencing  with  the  Battle  of  Plassey  in 
the  last  century,  and  ending  with  Bangoon  in  the 
present  year,  the  history  of  the  Indian  Army  was 
one  continued  blaze  of  glory  ! ""  f 

Having  included  in  this  chapter  so  many  names  of 
the  living,  let  us  pay  a  short  tribute  to  one  of  the 

*  Appendix,  No.  III. 

t  The  Chainnan's  Speech  on  the  oocuion  of  the  Farewell 
Banquet  of  the  Honourable  East  India  Company  to  Lord 
Frederick  FiticJarence,  June  19, 1852. 
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dead, — one  who,  (m  leaving  BaDgoon  in  the  middle 
of  May  (1852),  on  account  of  a  dangerous  iUness,  told 
the  writer  of  this  Narrative,  whoee  Company  he 
brought  into  the  field,  that  he  hoped  to  return  and 
join  the  army  in  November.  **  The  loss  of  Major 
Oakes  was  a  heavy  blow,  and  this  to  be  followed  by 
the  death  of  an  officer  of  the  intellectual  calibre  and 
professional  promise  of  Major  Hugh  Montgomery, 
oonstitutes  a  duplicate  disaster."^*  The  careers  of 
these  two  officers  may  be  said  to  have  closed  in  the 
same  service;  and  from  their  earliest  days  they 
were  ^^  associated  together  on  terms  of  the  most 
intimate  friendship.^  They  were  both  volunteers  for 
Burmah ;  and  they  had  both  left  situations  of  con- 
siderable emolument  to  behold  the  ^'  pomp  and  cir* 
cumstance  of  glorious  war/^  In  personal  appearance 
there  was  a  striking  contrast.  Major  Montgomery 
was  of  a  slender  wiry  build,  and  scarcely  above  tiie 
middle  height.  His  countenance  seemed  ever  to 
wear  a  pleasing  and  intelligent  expression,  sicklied 
over,  one  might  sometimes  imagine,  ''  with  the  pale 
cast  of  thought.^  In  the  eye  and  mouth  were  pour- 
trayed  energy  and  decision  of  character  enough  to 
carry  a  man  through  many  a  great  trial  in  life.  In 
some  of  their  pursuits,  especially  in  manly  sports, 
the  two  friends  were  similar.  They  both  had  a  large 
amount  of  energy;  Major  Montgomery  had  a  greater 
mtellect  to  work  it ;  and  certainly  in  his  active  life 
he  had  many  opportunities  of  putting  it  to  the  test. 
•  Madnu  Aik^Mtum,  June  19, 1802. 
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No  one  could  meet  him  in  society,  or  speak  to  him 
alone,  without  being  impressed  with  the  idea  of 
having  met  a  perfect  gentleman.  Major  Montgo- 
mery arrived  in  India  on  the  20th  of  August  1826  ; 
served  from  1828  to  1833,  first  as  Biding  Master, 
then  as  assistant  in  the  Horse  Brigade ;  for  a  short 
time  commanded  the  Artillery  in  Fort  Saint  George, 
and  was  Extra  Aide-de-Camp  to  the  Bight  Honour^ 
able  the  Governor.  He  served  in  the  Coorg  Expe- 
dition from  March  to  May  1834,  when  he  com* 
manded  a  Detachment  of  Artillery  with  the  Eastem 
Auxiliary  Column,  and  was  present  at  the  affiur 
before  Veerajenderpet,  and  passage  of  the  Gauvery, 
on  the  3d  and  4th  of  April  1834.  His  name  was 
mentioned  in  the  despatch  published  m  the  Oazette^ 
dated  23d  April  1834,  as  follows  : — "  A  gun  was 
brought  up  and  served  with  the  usual  precision  by 
Lieutenant  Montgomery,  whilst  a  party  was  detached 
from  each  flank  to  carry  the  breast-work  and  bar- 
riers i*^  also  in  Artillery  Orders  by  Captain  Seton, 
Commanding  Artillery,  Coorg  Field  Force,  dafced 
the  24th  of  April  1834. 

Major  Montgomery  was  attached  to  the  Mysore 
Commission  from  October  1835  to  the  4th  of  June 
1852  (the  date  of  his  decease).  He  was  thanked  in 
General  Orders  by  the  Government  of  India  for  con- 
duct (when  in  Civil  employ)  during  the  insurrection 
in  Canara  in  1837.  His  services  were  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  from  the  25th 
of  March  1852,  when  he  was  appointed  to  command 
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the  D  Company,  3d  Battalion  of  Artillery,  ordered 
to  proceed  on  field  service  in  Burmab.  He  was  pre- 
sent with  the  force  until  the  14th  of  May  1852,  the 
date  of  his  departure  for  Calcutta. 

The  Major  was  present  at  the  captuve  of  the 
White  House  Stockade  on  the  12th  of  April ;  after 
which  afiair,  on  the  death  of  Major  Cakes,  he  was 
appointed  to  command  the  A  Company,  4th  Battal- 
ion. With  this  he  fought  at  the  capture  of  Ban- 
goon  and  the  Great  Sho^  Dagoon  Pagoda,  on  the 
14th.  On  these  occasions  his  services  were  very 
favourably  noticed  by  General  Godwin ;  and  with 
the  others  who  had  an  opportunity  of  distinguishing 
themselves,  he  received  the  thanks  of  the  Govemor- 
Gteneral  of  India.  Major  Back  also,  in  his  Beport 
to  the  Brigadier  Commandant  of  Artillery,  brought 
to  notice  the  able  and  gallant  manner  in  which 
^^  he  took  into  action  and  fought  the  Light-Field 
Battery  .''• 

**  After  life's  fitfiil  fever  he  sleeps  weU." 

The  news  of  the  Major^s  death,  it  was  said,  deeply 
afflicted  His  Highness  the  Bajah  of  Mysore,  who 
had  been  intimately  acquainted  with  the  departed 
for  several  years,  and  shed  a  gloom  over  the  whole 
Durbar. 

*  Most  of  the  particulars  of  this  Sketch  are  drawn  from  the 
Madroi  ArtUUry  Records,    Vol.  xt.,  No.  viii.    August  1862. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


NOTES  IN  SEPTEMBEB. 


In  Bangoon,  at  the  commencement  of  September, 
many  were  looking  forward  to  a  speedy  change  of 
scene,  and  hoping  to  be  employed  in  carrying  out 
some  decisive  measures,  which  might  give  a  brilliant 
termination  to  the  war.  It  was  to  be  a  month  of 
action.  The  steamer  Fire  Qtieen  and  the  Monarch 
transport  proceeded  to  the  entrance  of  the  great 
river,  in  the  Panlang  creek,  some  seventy  or  eighty 
miles  from  Bangoon,  through  which  the  transport 
was  towed  into  the  Irrawaddy.*  The  authorities  in 
the  Quartermaster-General's  department  were  in- 
defatigable in  the  construction  of  a  river  flotilla. 
Boats  of  every  size  and  shape  were  now  being  pro- 
vided for  the  conveyance  of  troops,  commissariat, 
and  ordnance.  Many  of  these  boats  were  from  five 
to  ten  tons  each,  seaworthy,  and  waterproof.  A 
light  field  battery,  to  be  manned  by  the  Madras  Ar- 

*  Or  rather  through  the  Lyne  Creek,  which  branches  off 
northward  from  the  Panlang  River. 
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Ulkry,  waa  put  on  board  a  large  grotesque-looking 
boat,  or  old  Chinese  junk ;  here  were  likewise  stowed 
away  two  8-inch  howitzers — in  all,  eight  pieces  of 
artillery,*  which,  for  the  present,  were  to  form  the 
complement  with  ^^  the  strong  arm,^  in  the  first  ex- 
pedition. There  was  ammunition  at  the  rate  of  one 
hundred  rounds  per  gun.  On  the  4th  instant,  the 
Hugh  Lindsay  steamer  arrived  from  Madras  with  a 
portion  of  the  19th  Madras  Native  Infantry  on 
board. 

In  a  Journal  of  that  Presidency  appeared  what 
was  intended  to  supply  an  ^^  inadvertent  omission,'" 
regarding  the  9th  M.  N.  L,  in  General  Godwin's 
despatch,  published  after  the  capture  of  Bassein. 

When  the  orders  for  immediate  landing  were 
given,  it  appears  that  the  gallant  party  of  H.  M/s 
Slst  K.  O.  L.  I.  were  followed  in  a  boat  from  the 
Mowsuffer^  carrying  some  70  grenadier  and  D  com- 
pany men  of  the  9th  Regiment.  The  soldiers  and 
sepoys,  say  430,  were  formed  up  close  to  the  river's 
edge,  about  80  yards  from  the  stockades,  which 
were  manned  by  numbers  of  the  enemy.  No  sooner 
had  the  *'  hurrah  !  *"  of  the  British  soldiers,  and  the 
"  deen,  deen  !  """f-  of  the  Madras  sepoys  rent  the  air, 
than  the  Burmese  became  discomfited,  and  /^  fled  like 
chaff  before  the  wind.''    The  same  writer  does  not 

*  Excluaye  of  two  54«iiich  mortara,  which  acconopanied  the 
Sappen  to  Prome. 

t  Literally,  «  The  Faith.^—uaed  by  the  Muasulmen ;  equiva- 
lent to  calling  on  Allah,  (God). 
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think  General  Godwin  a  master  in  the  art  of  des- 
patch writing,  but  asserts  that  our  gallant  chief  had 
conducted  the  campaign  hitherto  **  with  a  talent  and 
energy  worthy  of  a  Soult.'"  Neither  does  the  author 
of  this  Narrative  by  any  means  think  the  G^eral  a 
master  in  the  above  art.  But  it  is  apt  to  strike 
one,  on  reading  small  criticisms  on  the  despatches  or 
official  correspondence  of  public  men,  how  ^uch 
room  there  is  for  censure  in  almost  every  instance, 
with  those  that  way  inclined.  Considering  how  dif- 
ficult it  is  to  please  where  the  interests  of  so  many 
may  be  at  stake,  it  would  seem  wise  to  be  very  care- 
ful in  the  indulgence  of  it.  An  English  sage  affirms 
that  the  idl&r  is  generally  censorious ;  and  it  is  not 
difficult  to  imagine  there  are  a  few  of  this  class  in 
India  and  elsewhere,  who,  possessing  the  germs  of 
literary  talent  which  they  have  never  taken  the 
trouble  to  mature,  flatter  themselves  that  had  tkej^ 
only  had  the  opportunity  of  writing  a  despatch  what 
a  grand  affair  it  would  have  been.  There  would  be 
the  vigour  of  the  Marquis  WeUesley  and  **the 
Duke,^  with  the  rounded  periods  of  Johnson,  and 
the  grace  and  elegance  of  Addison ;  and  yet  truth 
would  not  be  sacrificed  to  effect.  There  would 
offence  be  given  to  none,  and  justice  done  to  all. 
Alas  !  vain  hope !  To  do,  is  not  so  easy  as  "  to 
know  what  were  good  to  do!**^  There  is  the  flush  of 
conquest  still  remaining  to  excite  the  mind ;  the 
very  anxiety  to  do  justice  to  all  may  be  a  barrier  to 
carrying  the  liberal  sentiment  into  effect  on  paper. 
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It  would  seem  more  rational  then,  as  it  is  certainly 
more  noble,  to  treat  despatch  writing  with  as  lenient 
criticism  as  possible,  for  the  author  of  it  seldom 
possesses  those  advantageous  circumstances  which 
are  possessed  by  the  calm  book-worm  in  his  study. 

On  the  return  of  the  Enterprise  steamer  from 
Bassein,  whither  she  had  been  sent  with  stores,  the 
following  information  regarding  the  passage  up  to 
that  port  was  procured : — "  The  navigation  is  diffi- 
cult, and  the  channel  very  uncertain  for  45  miles  up 
the  river :  beyond  that  it  is  easy,  the  river  getting 
deeper,  but  the  bends  in  some  places  are  so  sudden 
as  to  require  the  very  best  steering  to  clear  tho 
bank  in  coming  round.  At  Bassein  itself,  the  river 
is  not  more  than  250  yards  broad,  and  so  deep  that 
a  vessel  might  easily  come  alongside.  The  bottom 
was  found,  by  the  soundings,  to  be  gravelly  and 
rocky  chiefly.'*'*  These  few  notes  may  be  of  great 
use  to  future  navigators  in  the  same  water  at  the 
beginning  of  September.  The  same  writer  informs 
us  that  ^^  Captain  Campbell  took  the  Sesostris  40 
miles  above  Bassein,  to  a  place  where  the  former 
chief,  with  3000  men,  was  reported  to  be  located. 
The  enemy,  however,  received  timely  warning  by  the 
smoke  of  the  steamer,  and  at  once  withdrew  his  force 
inland,  out  of  the  reach  of  the  guns.'*'  A  Burmese 
officer  of  rank  under  the  said  chief  of  Bassein  had 
held  communication  with  our  authorities  there,  and 

*  Correspondent  of  the  Enfflithtnan,  September  18. 

D 
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intimated  friendly  inclinations  towards  the  British, 
but  in  favour  of  whom  he  dared  not  yet  declare  his 
allegiance.  The  presence  of  the  Sesostris  at  Bassein, 
it  may  bq  remarked,  was  necessary \o  close  a  princi- 
pal outlet  of  the  Irrawaddy  to  all  grain  going  up 
country. 

The  country  in  that  vicinity  is  described  as  **  pe- 
culiarly fertile.^  Bassein  would  appear  to  be  a  sort 
of  El-Dorado  in  its  way.  Silver  and  golden  images 
were  found  to  be  very  plentiful,  and  the  European 
soldiers  no  doubt  turned  "the  diggings^  to  their 
advantage.  The  small  figures,  of  thin  gold,  were 
worth  from  12  to  15  rupees  each.  Taking  every- 
thing into  consideration,  gilt  ceilings  and  pillars, 
golden  beUs,  idols,  and  bits  of  gold  here,  there,  and 
everywhere,  there  must  be  a  considerable  quantity 
of  that  precious  metal  somewhere  in  Burmah.  When 
all  the  smaller  pagodas  in  this  country  are  pulled 
down,  some  Burmese  master  of  finance  may  arise  to 
enlighten  his  countrymen  on  a  ^^ currency  question!^ 
Unlike  the  superstitious  and  bigoted  Hindu,  the 
votary  of  Gaudama  does  not  view  with  any  great 
horror  the  destruction' of  these  petty  shrines ;  they 
have  been  erected — destiny  has  pulled  them  down — 
he  is  satisfied ;  in  his  fortunes,  spiritual  as  well  as 
temporal,  a  regeneration  is  yet  to  come.  Is  not 
there  hope  for  successful  working  on  such  material 
as  this ! 

A  letter  from  the  Governor-General  to  General 
Godwin  arrived  at  Bangoon,  with  reference  to  a  very 
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handMmie  bell  wl^oh  the  G^eneral  had  presented  to 
his  Lordship  in  the  name  of  the  army  during  his 
▼isit  here.  In  this  epistle  Lord  Dalhousie,  we  be- 
lieve, said  he  was  very  grateful  for  the  compliment 
paid  him  by  the  army.  No  doubt,  in  his  old  castle 
in  Scotland,  his  lordship  will  preserve  this  trophy  of 
the  Second  Burmese  War. 

On  the  5th  of  September  news  reached  us  that 
Bundoola  was  tired  waiting  at  or  near  Prome;  that 
he  now  intended  to  push  on  to  Ava,  where  we  must 
go  if  we  wished  to  find  him.  The  trick  was  not 
badly  conceived,  and  deserved  a  better  cause. 

We  have  omitted  to  mention  that  towards  the  end 
of  August  Captain  Shadwell,  of  H.  M.''s  steamer 
Sphynx^  proceeded  up  the  river  to  relieve  Com- 
mander Tarieton  in  the  command  of  the  flotilla  on 
the  Irrawaddy.  He  went  in  the  Nemesis^  recently 
returned  from  Singapore.  The  same  day  on  which 
we  were  informed  of  Bundoola's  project,  H.M.'*s  ship 
Hastings^  of  72  guns,  in  tow  of  the  Battler^  reached 
the  Hastings  Shoal.  "The  two  tiers  of  guns," 
writes  an  observer  at  the  time  of  her  arrival,  "  look 
well  even  from  Rangoon,  and  would  make  the  Court 
of  Ava  tremble  in  their  shoes  could  they  see  them.^ 
The  Hastings  carried  the  red  flag  of  Admiral 
Austin. 

On  the  6th  it  was  announced  in  General  Orders 
that  active  operations  would  be  resumed  on  the  18th 
instant.  No  more  welcome  intelligence  could  have 
been  ^ven  to  the  troops ;  for  notwithstanding  some 
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oomforts  now  enjoyed  at  Bangoon,  still,  having  oome 
here  hoping  for  service,  they  sought  for  ohange  of 
scene  and  an  active  life. 

^'  The  Major-General  commanding  proposes  to  re- 
sume active  operations  about  the  18th  instant. 
The  following  regiments  will  be  held  in  readiness  for 
embarkation  on  service  on  that  date  :— 

"  H.  M.'s  18th  K  I.  ^    Under  the  command 

H.  M;s  80th  Regt.  I  of    Brigadier    Reig- 

35th  Regt.  Madras  N.  L  J    nolds,  C.  B. 
^^  These  corps,  with  a  detachment  of.  Madras  Artil- 
lery and  two  8-inch  howitzers,  and  a  detail  of  En- 
gineers and  Sappers,  will  form  the  1st  Division.* 

*^  In  about  three  weeks  after  the  departure  of  the 
1st  Division,  the  Major-General  hopes  to  embark  a 
second  one,  consisting  of 
"  H.  M.'s  5l8t  L.  I.  ^ 
40th  Regt.  B.N.L  I    J"^"",.*^^  ?^?^°^^^^^^^ 
9th  Regt.  M.N.I.  J     BngadierElhot,K.H., 

*'with  a  detachment  of  Bengal  Artillery  and  a 
light  field  battery.^ 

On  the  7th  of  the  month  a  portion  of  the  G  Troop, 
Madras  Horse  Artillery,  under  Major  Burgoyne, 
also  the  head-quarters  of  the  19th  M.  N.  I.,  under 

*  Then  follow  instnictions  as  to  baggage,  doolies,  ftc,  and  di- 
recting weak  and  aickly  men  to  be  left  at  Rangoon  under  the 
charge  of  an  officer,  who  will  also  look  after  the  sarplns  bag* 
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Culonel  Osborne,  arrived  at  Bangoon.*    Lieutenant 
Jefferifl  and  Dr  Mudge  accompanied  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  G  Troop.     The  remaining  portion, 
with  Captains  Foulis  and  Baker,  also  Lieutenant 
Peach,  would  arrive  ere  a  few  days  had  elapsed. 
During  the  voyage  a  few  horses  were  lost,  but  the 
others  were  said  to  be  landed  in  very  fair  condition. 
Of  course  the  Flying  Artillery,  rivalling  "  lightning's 
flash  in  ruin  and  in  speed,^  came  with  the  expecta- 
tion of  doing  great  things  in  Burmah;  and  from 
their  well-merited  celebrity  this  was  natural  enough. 
But  a  few  months  in  this  country,  and  even  a  slight 
knowledge  of  Burmese  warfare,  could  not  fail  to  con- 
vince many  that  here  the  Horse  Artillery  were  *'  out 
of  place.^     Horse  batteries  would  suffice  for  speed, 
and  buUock  batteries  for  standing  still,  in  a  region 
so   distinguished   for  jungle   and  stockades.     The 
Horse  Artillery  would  be  here  more  useful  as  cavalry. 
It  was  stated  at  Bangoon  that  the  General  did  not 
wish  the  C  Troop  over  until  October ;  but,  consider- 
ing the  bad  weather  which  is  generally  expected  on 
the  Coromandel  coast  during  that  month,  it  is  as  well 
they  came  in  September. 

Since  the  beginning  of  August  the  Engineers  and 
Sappers  had  been  exerting  themselves,  with  their 
accustomed  energy,  in  taking  measures  for  the  defence 
of  the  upper  and  second  terraces  of  the  Great  Pagoda. 
Brigadier  Foordhad  written  for  16  or  18  9-pound- 
ers  for  the  second  teirace;  while  some  handsome 

•  In  the  tnmsport  Ropal  Stewart^  towed  by  the  Feroze. 
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jieceB  of  TarioiiB  omlibfe  on  the  fint  ooold  sweep  the 
oolmtrjr  (ar  and  wide.  In  the  defimoe  of  thk  eitadd 
Burmese  and  Eaitq>ean  skill  were  happily  combined. 
The  north  side,  in  irfiidi  the  steps  are  anoovered, 
presented  a  striking  example  of  this,  and  impressed 
one  with  the  idea  of  Woe  be  to  the  assailants  who 
would  venture  against  the  British  fortress  of  Ban- 
goon! 

On  the  8th  of  September  H.  M.'s  ship  Hagimg$ 
anchored  a  little  below  the  Fox  frigate  ;*  and  the 
Battler  left  for  Calcutta..  By  this  time  also  the 
Sesogtrii  had  returned  from  Bassein,  and  was  under 
orders  for  Prome.  The  NemestB  had  been  exevois^ 
ing  her  ^^  vindictive  quality^  up  the  Irrawaddy,  and 
had  arrived  with  some  captured  war-boats  at  Ban- 
goon.  After  these  details,  which  nuiy  not  be  veiy 
interesting  to  the  general  reader — however  necessary 
they  may  be  to  the  completeness  of  this  Narrative — 
let  us  change  the  subject  for  a  short  time,  and  sup- 
ply a  page  or  two  of  varied  information.  Such  change 
may  be  beneficial  to  our  ^^  Notes  in  September.^  The 
geology  of  the  vicinity  of  Rangoon  may  be  almost 
summed  up  in  the  one  word,  LaterUe ;  but  some  of 
the  staircases  have  large  blocks  of  fine  granite,  which 
probably  were  brought  from  the  other  provinces. 

For  one  stone  you  may  by  chance  find  near  the 
Great  Pagoda,  you  will  be  able  to  procure  at  least 
one  hundred  bricks : — not  a  itime  ^'  to  throw  at  a 

*  Oppotdte  the  town  of  RaiHgwm* 
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dog  I"  After  this  perversion  of  the  text  of  a  saying 
by  one  of  Shakspere's  sweetest  heroines,*  let  us 
now  proceed  to  look  at  the  dress  of  the  Burmese. 

COSTUME. — A  BURKESB  FEAST. 

The  long  flowing  robes,  which  give  the  females  of 
India  such  a  graceful  and  classical  appearance,  we 
look  for  in  vain  in  Burmah. 

The  lower  orders  simply  wear  a  sort  of  jacket,  white 
or  any  other  colour — open  in  front ;  at  the  base,  or 
near  the  centre  of  this  garment,  a  robe,  reaching 
nearly  to  the  feet,  is  fixed  or  tucked  in  round  the 
body,  just  covering  the  lower  portion  of  the  bosom. 
This  robe  is  composed  of  two  pieces  sewn  together — 
the  upper  piece  being  of  red  cotton  stuff,  while  the 
other  is  frequently  of  silk,  or,  if  too  poor  to  afford  it, 
of  some  fantastically  coloured  substitute.  Small 
shoes,  or  sandals,  are  worn  by  the  women,  and  these 
are  extremely  simple  and  primitive  in  construction. 
The  wealthier  females  adorn  themselves,  but  not  so 
profusely  as  those  of  Hindustan,  with  jewellery.  The 
poorer  classes  have  the  rose  and  other  flowers  of  the 
country  to  adorn  their  jetty  tresses.  The  men  wear 
a  rude  cloth  round  the  loins,  with  a  muslin  ring  of 
turband  only,  displaying  economy  in  its  strictest 
sense ;  the  higher  classes  wear  the  turband  in  full, 
flat  and  ungraceful  in  form,  with  a  smart  jacket 
and  under  toga^  in  part  tucked  in  like  the  dress 
of  the  women;  shoes  also,  with  a  handsome  dah,f 
•  Rosalind.  f  The  nniveraal  weapon  of  Burmah. 
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complete   the  costume,   which   in  some  instanoes 
18  striking  enough.    The  nob  of  hair,  and  ears  bored, 
also  the  pendentlobes,  like  Gktudama, — theears  boast- 
ing for  the  sake  of  ornament  an  unfinished  cheroot  mr 
piece  of  wax  candle,  to  ensure  the  safety  of  which 
the  holes  in  these  valuable  organs  are  carefully  dis- 
tended,— ^are  held  in  considerable  importance  by  the 
men  of  this  country ;  nor  do  the  fair  sex  neglect  the 
wax  candle  ornament,   and  smoking  appears  with 
them  to  be  a  favourite  pastime,  as  it  is  also  with  their 
children.     It  was  amusing  one  day  to  obsorve  a  fruit- 
woman,  cheroot  in  mouth,   attempting  to  bai^gain 
with  an  European  soldier  by  means  of  sounds  and 
signs  perfectly  unintelligible  to  him.      Finding  that 
she  made  no  impression,  she  took  up  her  basket, 
placed  it  on  her  head,  and  walked  off,  smoking  as 
coolly  as  possible  !    Sterne  could  have  moralized  on 
the  picture.    The  Burmese  children  appear  to  be 
smart  and  intelligent.    On  one  occasion,  while  loung. 
ing  down  the  principal  street  of  Rangoon,  we  took 
particular  notice  of   two    sharp -looking   Burmese 
choierahsj  *  seated  by  the  road-side,  each  with  his 
little  table,  and  the  pice  counted  out  upon  it,  ready  to 
change  money  for  the  passers  by.     These  juvenile 
money-changers,  as  they  sat,  gave  a  rupee  an  occa- 
sional ring,  tossing  it  with  the  air  of  men  well  up  to 
their  business ;  they  receive  one  pice,  or  three  pie — 
the  fourth  of  an  ounce,  or  of  three  halfpence — ^for 
changing  a  rupee. 

•  Boys. 
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We  now  tarn  to  a  Burmese  feast  when  the  upper 
terrace  of  the  Great  Pagoda  was  crowded  with  Poong- 
hees,  and  people  chiefly  from  Kemmendine  in  every 
variety  and  shadeof  costume.  By  thebaseof  thegrace- 
ful  banian  curiosity — described  in  the  former  volume 
— ^beside  the  old  green  walls  of  the  building — sat  two 
Poonghees,  as  usual  in  the  fashion  of  Gaudama. 
One  of  them  was  praying  fervently  in  a  moderate 
tone  of  voice,  whilst  the  congregation,  seated 
around,  repeated  what  he  said  *  at  the  conclusion  of 
each  prayer  or  sentence,  bowing  to  the  ground 
three  times.  The  greater  portion  of  the  audience 
appeared  to  be  women ;  but  several  old  men  were 
there — ^patriarchal  looking  fellows,  with  their  long 
staves.  At  the  same  time  all  around  Gaudama'^s 
Temple  din  and  animation  reigned  to  the  utmost — 
gongs  sounding,  people  talking,  laughing,  and  pray- 
ing. The  sun,  now  beginning  to  shine  from  a  bright 
blue  sky,  aided  the  fantastic  beauty  of  the  lively 
scene,  causing  also  the  sacred  silvery  posts  to 
borrow  beauty  from  its  rays.  Every  colour  for 
dress  seemed  to  have  been  brought  into  operation. 
Some  of  the  females,  with  Tartaric  countenances 

•  **  In  Ceylon,  upon  some  of  the  festivals,  one  priest  reads 
from  the  original  Pali,  and  another  interprets  in  the  Vernacular 
Singhalese ;  but  this  method  is  not  very  frequently  adopted. 
Whenever  the  name  of  Buddha  is  repeated  by  the  officiating 
priest,  the  people  call  out  simultaneously  Sadhu  I  which  gives 
them  a  participation  in  the  proceedings,  and  prevents  them 
from  going  to  sleep.~Ca/ciU(a  tLtvitMi^  No.  xzxii.  Art.  **  Eastern 
Monachism." 
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not  pleasant  to  look  upon,  wore  elegant  handker^ 
chiefs  or  scarfs  over  the  shoulder.  Several  of  the 
small  children  were  very  fair  in  appearance,  and 
were  dressed  in  fancy  style ;  one  with  a  green  silk 
boddice,  turband  of  yellow  and  red,  and  silver  orna- 
ment on  the  foot.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  Poong- 
hee'^s  oration,  large  red  painted  dishes  were  filled 
with  the  boiled  rice,  which,  as  offerings,  in  smaller 
plates,  had  been  placed  before  him;  and  a  well- 
filled  dish  was  set  aside  for  each  cluster  of  appli- 
cants, who  inunediately  commenced  their  morning 
meal  in  good  earnest.  The  women  rendered  the 
rice  palatable  by  means  of  mango,  fish,  chili,  prawns, 
and  other  savoury  ingredients,  proving  themselves 
not  unskiUed  in  gastronomical  science;  added  to 
this,  tumblers  of  genuine  glass,  like  our  own, 
shewed  symptoms  of  coming  civilisation ;  and  that 
with  more  speed  than  in  the  land  of  Vishnu  and 
Siva  which  we  have  held  for  nearly  one  hundred 
years.  And  why  is  this !  simply  because  the  people 
here  are  not  fettered  by  caste,  nor  are  they  subject, 
as  the  Hindus  are,  to  a  vile  priestly  dominion ! 
Were  it  not  so,  the  moral  precepts  of  Buddhism 
could  not  be  so  much  more  pure  and  efficacious  than 
those  of  Brahmanism.  In  Burmah  woman  is  not 
her  husband's  slave  but  his  helpmate ;  you  could 
observe  this  even  during  the  simple  operation  of  an 
occasional  feast.  In  the  Great  Pagoda,  say  the 
Poonghees,  or  gentlemen  of  the  yellow  robe,  are 
deposited  the  hair  and  teeth  of  Graudama,  in  a  large 
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gold  yemel :  these  relics  of  sanctity,  of  course,  form 
a  chief  source  of  attraction  to  worshippers  at  this 
celebrated  shrine.  Ceylon  is  made  sacred  by  the 
tooth  of  Buddha — ^the  grand  tusk,  which  is  now 
under  British  protection.  The  mighty  shrine  of 
Jagann&th,  in  Orissa,  is  said  to  contain  the  bone  of 
Krishna ;  and  such  is  ^^  hero-worship  ^  in  the  East ! 
The  intelligent  reader  is  well  able  to  compare  it 
with  that  of  the  West.  Without  the  aid  of  Gar- 
lyle,  he  wiU  surely  find  a  likeness.  We  shall  con- 
clude our  observations  on  the  feast  by  remarking 
that  the  Burmese  and  Talains  of  every  class  take 
off  their  shoes  before  entering  on  the  upper  terrace 
of  the  Sho^  Dagoon  Pagoda,  and  that  the  cir- 
cumference of  the  base  of  this  temple  is  about 
five  hundred  yards.  The  height  has  been  already 
given  as  three  hundred  and  twenty-one  feet.  With 
this  splendid  edifice  upon  it,  also  the  smaller 
temples,  the  curious  and  beautiful  trees,  and  the 
numerous  relics  and  emblems  of  religion,  the  upper 
terrace  cannot  fail  to  command  genuine  admira- 
tion. 

On  the  10th  of  September  a  company  of  the 
85th  M.  N.  I.,  100  strong,  with  a  Captain*  and 
two  subalterns,  proceeded  in  the  Mdhanuddy  to  an 
island  (Shouk  Shay  Khenee,)  below  Prome,  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  those  friendly  to  us  from  the 
attacks  of  dacoits,  or  the  regular  Burmese,  soldiery. 

*  Major  Brett,  31st  M.L.I.,  doing  duty  with  the  35th ;  also 
lieuteDants  HaiDes  and  Lodge. 
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On  the  same  day  the  remaining  portion  of  the 
Horse  Artillery  arrived  at  Rangoon.  The  tnuus- 
port  of  this  troop — in  three  transports — did  not  ooet 
the  Grovemment  less  than  60,000  rupees.* 

For  the  next  few  days  nothing  worthy  of  note  at 
head-quarters  occurred.  News  reached  us  that  the 
Burmese  up  the  river  were  famishing  for  want  of 
rice.  Some  ventured  to  predict  that  instead  of 
meeting  an  enemy  on  our  arrival  at  Prome,  we 
should  find  the  town  flooded  with  beggars,  all  sub- 
mission and  on  their  knees,  from  that  great  enemy 
hunger ! 

The  King  of  Ava  still  determined  to  consider  all 
who  dared  to  seek  our  protection  in  the  light  of 
enemies  :  perhaps  this  was  natural  enough ;  but  the 
severity  he  exercised  to  accomplish  this  end  more 
than  proved  that  he  was  working  outhis  own  destruc- 
tion. The  number  of  rice-boats  destroyed  by  our 
steamers  was  reported  to  be  very  considerable. 
Little  or  no  rice  is  grown  above  Prome ;  we  believe 
that  wheat  is  the  staple  commodity  in  the  upper 
country  ;  but  the  people  there  chiefly  depend  on  the 
rice  supplies  from  the  Delta.  Towards  the  middle 
of  the  month  the  weather  became  hot  and  sultry ; 
the  sun  was  frequently  very  powerful,  while  the 
musquitoes  were  as  abundant  and  severe  in  their 
sting  as  ever ;  and  bugs,  large  black  beetles,  with 

*  L.6,(K)0.  Add  to  this  sum  the  expenses  attending  a  troop 
before  it  can  be  embarked  on  foreign  service ;  and  the  whole 
amount  will  be  found  very  considerable. 
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other  abominations,  certainly  did  not  add  to  the 
pleasures  of  Rangoon  life.  Beautiful  butterflies  of 
eveiy  variety  and  of  every  hue  formed  the  lights  of 
the  picture  containing  these— to  the  majority — 
insignificant  details. 

Several  steamers  were  coming  down  the  river  to 
be  in  readiness  to  convey  the  troops  to  Prome. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  some  at  this  time  that  the 
steam  flotilla  had  been  doing  excellent  service  on  the 
Irrawaddy  and  at  Prome.  The  steamers  had  de- 
stroyed defences  ^^  which  the  Burmese  had  attempt- 
ed to  erect,  within  range  of  their  guns.'**  There 
were  others,  however,  with  a  different  opinion  as  to 
the  political  success  of  the  steam  flotilla^s  operations. 
On  this  point  we  may  touch  hereafter.  An  influen- 
tial journalist  writes  that  ^'  some  of  the  steamers 
got  aground  through  ignorance  of  the  navigation  of 
the  river,  and  the  villagers  hastened  down  to  assist 
in  putting  them  afloat  f'  And  again,  with  a  very 
eager  and  just  desire  for  annexation,  revealing  at 
the  conclusion  of  his  remarks  a  very  curious  fact: — 
^^  The  people  appear  indeed  to  have  settled  it  as  an 
incontrovertible  fact  in  their  own  minds,  that  we 
B&all  never  again  resign  them  to  the  tender  mercies 
of  their  oppressors,  but  continue  to  retain  possession 
of  their  country.  According  to  the  accounts  now 
received,  they  attribute  it  to  the  signal  interposition 
of  a  higher  power  in  our  favour,  and  for  their  deli- 
verance, that  the  river  has  rum  higher  in  the  present 
year  than  U  has  been  known  to  rise  for  manyyears^  in 
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order  to  enable  our  steamers  to  navigate  the  oreeki 
and  the  rivers  without  any  obstruction.'*'*  Happy, 
happy,  may  conquering  England  indeed  be,  when  she 
can  find  in  a  country  possessing  a  strange  beUef,  a 
people  not  only  willing  to  submit  to  our  government, 
but  who  pride  themselves  in  bringing  in  the  name  of 
Providence  as  an  agent  for  our  success,  and  at  the 
same  time  a  writer  like  our  Friend  to  record  it ! 

A  document  was  said  to  have  been  found  at  Meea- 
day,  intended  as  a  report  to  the  King  of  Ava,  in 
which  it  was  stated  that  more  than  1,000  Eu- 
ropeans were  killed  during  the  operations  against 
Rangoon,  ^^  and  that  we  set  more  than  1,000  sen- 
tinels all  round  the  camp  to  defend  ourselves!^ 
One  thousand  sentinels,  with  earnest  eyes,  keeping 
watch  around  the  Gh*eat  Sho^  DagoonI — Heaven 
defend  us ! 

Near  the  island  to  which,  as  we  have  stated,  a  Com- 
pany of  the  35th  proceeded,  stood  Shoay  Doung; 
we  say  stood,  for  it  is  now  a  comparative  ruin, 
about  six  or  eight  miles  below  Prome,  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  river;  this  was  a  very  populous  and  flourishing 
town,  at  which  most  of  the  silk  of  the  district  was 
manufactured.  Before  the  departure  of  the  Com- 
pany above-mentioned,  the  Burmese  had,  in  defiance 
of  our  three  steamers,t  attacked  Shoay  Doung  and 

*  Friend  of  India,  Sepiemher  9, 1852.— «  The  steam  flotillahas 
captured  more  than  a  thousand  boats  laden  with  rice,  which 
has  been  sent  down  to  Rangoon  and  Monlmein." 

t  The  Pluto,  Medma,  and  the  Mahanuddf. 
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burnt  a  great  part  of  the  town;  ^^  and  not  only  eo,^ 
remark!  an  intelligent  writer  on  this  subject,  ^'  but 
they  fearlessly  came  down  close  to  the  steamers  and 
fired  upon  them  with  jingals  and  musketry,  but  <^ 
course  they  did  not  long  stand  the  steamers^  gnns ; 
nevertheless  it  is  sufficient  to  show  how  brare  and 
daring  they  sometimes  are,  and  that  it  would  be  im- 
prudent to  despise  them.^  We  shall  now  give  s<Mne 
valuable  information,  well  deserving  of  a  more  endur- 
ing form  than  that  of  a  portion  of  a  letter  to  a  Journal : 
*^  I  presume  the  coming  Treaty  will  embrace  a  clause 
securing  to  us  the  navigation  of  the  Irraw*addy  to 
Bummo ;  and  if  so,  it  may  be  occasionally  necessary 
to  remind  His  Majesty  that  he  is  in  our  power,  and 
I  can  conceive  nothing  more  effectual  than  a  threat 
to  stop  his  rice,  except  the  actual  stoppage  of  it. 
Bummo  is  only  ten  English  miles  from  China,  with 
which  it  is  connected  by  a  good  road.  It  is  the 
same  distance  from  Ava  above,  as  Prome  is  below  it, 
and  in  the  dry  season  the  river  up  to  Bummo  might 
be  navigated  by  our  small  river  steamers  with  ease.  I 
have  no  reason  to  doubt  this  information,  and  if  true, 
of  course  in  the  rains  there  is  an  abundance  of  water 
for  vessels  of  much  greater  draught.  It  appears  there- 
fore that  by  the  Irrawaddy  we  could  have  a  direct 
high  road  into  China,  which  can  be  rendered  avail- 
able only  by  keepbg  the  King  of  Ava  in  our  power, 
for  the  protection  of  our  commerce ;  and  it  seems 
equally  evident  that  nothing  short  of  the  possession 
of  the  provinces  below  Prome  could  effect  this.  The 
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advantages  derivable  from  this  communication  with 
China  I  leave  to  your  consideration.  The  Chinese , 
come  in  great  numbers  to  Bummo,  but  no  Burman 
is  permitted  to  cross  the  Chinese  frontier.  I  can 
see  no  reason  why  this  Bummo  should  not  ere  long 
become  an  emporium  for  British  merchandize,  nor 
why  this  war  should  not  result  in  the  extension  of 
our  commerce  with  the  Chinese  Empire.^  That  the 
Irrawaddy  might  be  made  the  means  of  an  exten- 
sion of  British  commerce  with  China  few  will  deny ; 
from  near  Bummo,  or  Bhaumo — ^according  to  the 
map — ^an  artery  of  the  Great  Artery  even  penetrates 
a  portion  of  the  Celestial  Empire ;  a  good  deal  of 
experimental  navigation  is  necessary  before  arriving 
at  any  definite  conclusions  on  an  enterprise,  the 
success  of  which  might  prove  a  useful  blow  to  the 
exclusive  propensities  of  a  great  nation,  and  might 
materially  benefit  mankind.  Yet  when  we  come 
to  think  of  the  Canton  and  Nankin  rivers,  there  seems 
little  chance  of  the  Irrawaddy,  in  our  day  at  least, 
materially  extending  our  commerce  with  China. 

Before  the  middle  of  September  some  200  boats 
were  nearly  ready  to  assist  in  the  transport  to 
Prome.  In  every  department  activity  reigned ;  and 
it  must  have  been  no  small  satisfaction  to  our  gal- 
lant General,  while  these  preparations  for  an  advance 
were  being  carried  on,  to  know  that  the  health  of 
the  troops  at  Rangoon  wa«  highly  satisfactory — 
forming,  in  this  instance,  a  remarkable  contrast  with 
gloomy,  deadly,  destructive  1824.    On  the  13th,  the 
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Sjlfij^and  Moae^eTj  each  with  a  tnuiq>ort,  arriTed 
with  Brigadier-Genefal  Steel,  C.B.,  Brigadier  McNeil, 
and  the  whole  of  the  let  Madraa  Fiuolien,  under 
Lieat.-Oolonel  Duke.  The  fame  of  this  diningniBhed 
Corps  is  well  known  to  the  reader  of  Indian  military 
history.  It  was  in  the  year  17^5  that  the  Madnw 
Artilleiy  and  the  1st  Madras  European  Begimeni 
were  first  r^ularly  incorporated.  These  two  Cotps 
may  be  said  to  have  borne  the  brunt  of  the  eariy 
(which  isy  in  one  sense,  the  principal)  portion  </  the 
Conquest  of  our  Indian  Empire.  In  those  days  of 
Lawrence  and  Clive  it  was  difficult  indeed  to  make 
way  against  French  intrigue  and  Xatire  treachery ; 
and  when,  in  these  particulars,  vast  [^x^gress  had 
been  made  and  numerous  deeds  of  valour  had  been  ac- 
complished, we  at  length  find  the  two  Corps  present 
in  Bengal  retrieving  the  fallen  fortunes  of  that  Presi- 
dency.* And  now,  about  100  years  after  CSive^'s 
defence  of  Arcot,  they  were  serving,  each  for  the 
second  time,  in  Burmah,  while  fortune  had  favoured 
Bengal  and  allowed  it  to  pride  itself  on  nearly  all 
the  recent  military  glory  of  the  East !  The  Fusiliers 
arrived  with  nearly  1,000  bayonets,  and  with  about 
40  Officers  present,  after,  on  account  of  incessant 
rain,  an  unpleasant  voyage.     This  was  unfortunate, 

*  <<  At  this  period  (1156)  the  English  and  French  force*  on  the 

Coromandel  coast  were  nearlj  equal,  each  consisting  of  about 

2,000  Europeans  and  10,000  Natives.**    This  included  11.  M.'s 

39th  Regiment,  •*  Primis  in    Indis.**— BegWc's  Serriect  of  fftc 

ModroM  ArtiUcrf, 

E 
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as  the  Regiment  had  recently  been  afflicted  with 
that  dreadful  scourge  the  CSiolera  on  its  march  from 
Bellary  to  Madras,  and  cheerful  weather  might  have 
been  beneficial  to  the  men.     However,  the  Corps 
arrived  in  good  condition,  buoyed  up  with  the  hope 
of  soon  distinguishing  itself  on  the  field.     On  the 
14th,  H.  M/s  ship  Wihckei^^  Captain  Loch,  arrived, 
also  Brigadier-Gkneral  Sir  John  Cheape,  K.O.B.,  in 
the  Berenice.     The  same  day  we  received  details  of 
gunners,  gun-lascars,  and  drivers  for  the  Artillery ; 
these  were  marched  up  in  due  order  to  the  upper 
terrace.     Europeans  as  well  as  natives,  after  leaving 
a  transport,  generally  present  *'  a  sorry  sight.^   This 
was  particularly  evident  with  the  drivers  and  las- 
cars.     These  natives,  with  their  once  white  covers, 
over  their  grotesque  pugaries,  (turbands  regimental,) 
looked  bewilderment  itself.     They  could  not  under- 
stand the  extent  or  beauty  of  the  place  which  we 
had  added  to  our  dominion  in  the  East.     Bells  tink- 
ling on  the  golden  teee  of  the  Pagodas,  huge  mon- 
sters   of   various    shapes,   and    comely   sphynxes, 
earnestly  gazing  on  them  as  they  passed  along ;  all 
this  would  naturally  make  some  impression  on  their 
Hindu  minds.     And  then  there  was  the  quick  step 
of  the  European  soldier,  as  with  the  squad  in  a  half- 
regimental  state  he  marched  off  to  his  barracks, 
followed  by  his  comrades  who  were  already  letting 
him  into  the  silver  secrets  of  Rangoon  life !     Here 
was  a  picture  not  entirely  unworthy  of  observation. 
Wilkie  alone  could  have  painted  it,  and  Dickens 
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ecmld  lia?6  made  an  admirable  dy  sketch  of  it  with 
his  pen. 

The  detachment  of  Madras  Artillery  under  orders 
for  Prome  consisted  of  the  A  Company,  4th  Battalion, 
with  the  greater  portion  of  the  D,  2d  Battalion.  The 
former  was  under  the  command  of  Captain  Mein ; 
while  Captain  Cooke,  of  the  latter  Company,  oomr 
manded  the  whole  detachment,  which  was  upwards 
of  100  strong.*  Brigadier  Foord,  with  his  Brigade- 
Major,  Captain  Scott,  were  to  accompany  the  Artil- 
lery to  Prome.  Before  the  15th  there  were  the 
8$$ostri8^  Fire  Que&n^  and  Enterprise  in  the  main 
stream,  awaiting  troops  which  were  to  be  taken  up 
to  them  by  the  light-draught  steamers.  The  Enter- 
prieej  we  believe,  '^  stuck  in  the  Panlang  Creek 
going  up,  but  she  got  off  all  right.""  f 

From  Assam  it  was  rumoured  that  the  Burmese 
were  taking  precautionary  movements  on  the  fron- 
tier, and  that  the  passes  to  the  ruby  mines  had  been 
strongly  fortified — "  the  Burmese  having  imagined, 
with  the  instinct  of  barbarians,  that  these  would  be 
the  first  objects  of  attack.""  The  ruby  mines  of 
Upper  Burmah  would  hardly  have  tempted  us ;  but 
perhaps  it  would  have  been  politic  had  we  made  a 
demonstration  through  Munnipore.  Again,  with 
reference  to  the  coming  advance  on  Prome,  it  was 

•  With  the  following  Subalterns :— let  Lieutenants  IXitchins 
and  Robertson;  2d  Lieutenants  Bridge,  Blair,  and  Lloyd.  Assist- 
ant^urgeon  Smith  was  to  accompany  the  Detachment. 

t  RiTer  Steamers  for  the  Irrawaddy,  see  Appendix  No.  IV. 
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remarked  that  ^^  the  march  to  Prome  may  be  con- 
sidered a  guarantee  for  the  annexation  of  Pegu.^ 
But  if  we  neglect  to  capture  the  capital  (Ava)  we 
at  once  infuse  new  heart  into  the  Burmese,  and  give 
them  every  encouragement  to  keep  up  a  continual 
series  of  attacks  on  our  new  frontier,  and  Ukewiae 
to  annoy  us  through  Munnipore.*  Of  course  such 
a  people  as  the  higher  Burmese  will  not  allow  us 
any  peace  ^^  until  we  have  humbled  them  in  the 
dust,  by  occupying  the  palace  of  the  dynasty."  It 
would  be  useless  to  argue  much  on  this  point.  If 
Ava  be  not  reached  during  this  war,  their  annoy- 
ance eventually  must  produce  entire  conquest. 
Destiny,  it  would  appear,  wills  that  we  should  go 
on  in  an  increasing  arithmetical  progression;  but 
the  peaceful  propensities  of  one-sided  thinkers  of 
the  age  demand  moderation.  Give  it  them.  Let 
us  assume  the  virtue  if  we  have  it  not.  But  unfor- 
tunately for  the  very  preservation  of  that  peace  on 
which  they  pride  themselves,  it  is  too  often  not  a 
salutary  virtue.  Lord  Dalhousie  did  all  that  states- 
man could  do  to  avoid  the  present  war ;  the  G^ovem- 
ment  were  naturally  averse  to  it,  but  circumstances 
forced  it  upon  us ;  and  if,  before  this  humble  Narra- 
tive is  finished,  the  British  flag  shall  wave  over  the 
walls  of  Ava,  and  the  dynasty  of  Alompra  be  blotted 
out  from  the  dynasties  of  the  earth,  we  shall  still 
have  practised  prudent  moderation. 

*  Frknd  of  India,  September  23. 
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On  the  16th  the  Artillery  entertained  General 
Godwin  and  Staff  at  dinner.  The  warm  politicians 
at  home,  on  festive  occasions,  never  looked  forward 
with  more  eagerness  for  a  declaration  of  what  was 
to  be  done  in  a  coming  political  campaign  from  the 
lips  of  a  leading  Minister  in  the  House  of  Commons 
than  did  we  on  this  social  evening,  while  expecting 
some  important  information  as  to  ^^  coming  events  '^ 
from  our  gallant  and  distinguished  guest,  the  Chief 
of  the  Army  in  Burmah. 

Brigadier  Foord  proposed  the  health  of  General 
Godwin,  whom  he  hoped  to  hail,  ere  a  few  months 
had  passed  away,  as  "  Conqueror  of  Ava !''  This 
toast,  of  course,  was  responded  to  with  tremendous 
enthusiasm.  The  General  rose.  In  the  course  of 
his  speech,  if  we  recollect  aright,  he  said: — With 
regard  to  Ava,  political  as  well  as  other  reasons  had 
urged  the  necessity  of  staying  in  position  at  Ban- 
goon  till  the  present  time ;  what  had  been  already 
effected  had  been  perhaps  slow,  but  he  was  certain 
that  it  was  sure.  He  hoped  before  six  months  were 
over  to  have  the  grand  object  of  the  expedition  fully 
carried  out.  Without  going  to  Ava  no  successful 
ultimatum  could  be  accomplished,  so  as  to  produce 
"  a  lasting  peace.**"  The  speech  was  well  received. 
After  a  short  time,  the  gallant  General,  in  a  compli- 
mentary manner,  proposed  "the  Artillery  !''' 

The  Admiral  had  hoisted  his  flag  on  board  the 
Pluto  steamer,  and  had  set  off  in  advance,  as  if  to 
explore  the  Irrawaddy.     Why  the  gallant  veteran 
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took  this  step  at  such  a  time,  when  every  steamer 
was  necessary  for  the  transport  of  troops,  it  was  not 
very  easy  to  conjecture. 

It  was  now  said,  and  we  think  with  some  jnstioe, 
that  the  river  steamers  had  been  the  means  of  keep- 
ing off  projected  attacks  from  various  qnartera  on 
Rangoon.  These  were  nearly  all  expected  from  the 
vicinity  of  this  stronghold ;  it  was  not  therefore,  as 
some  affirmed,  because  the  attention  of  the  enemy  was 
fixed  on  the  "  distant  point*"  of  Prome  that  they  were 
prevented  from  attempting  to  disturb  our  principal 
position.  Every  credit,  however,  was  given  to  the 
activity  of  the  *^  steam  flotilla,^  but  little  to  the 
vigilance  of  the  troops  in  garrison.  In  the  opinion 
of  not  a  few,  an  anomaly  had  now  become  the  most 
splendid  feature  of  the  expedition ;  for  an  anomaly 
we  must  style  Captain  Tarleton^s  gallant  affiur  of 
Promo.*  His  ^^ flotilla^  was  said  simply  to  have 
gone  to  survey  the  river,  to  ascertain  the  position 
and  proceedings  of  the  enemy ;  in  short,  merely  to 
"  feel  the  way,"^  just  to  see  what  fortifications  the 


*  Before  this  anomaloiis  feat  tamed  the  heads  of  i 
men,  the  Friend  qf  India,  for  instance,  wrote  thus : — ^  Our  ocon- 
pation  of  the  Delta  for  four  or  fiye  months  will  serve  to  con- 
solidate the  opposition  which  we  have  created  among  its  inhabi- 
tants to  the  Burmese  Conrt."  And  again,  that  we  had  alreadj 
**  depriyed  the  Court  of  Ava  of  the  resources  of  the  maritime 
provinces^  and  weakened  its  power  in  no  ordinary  degree." — 
Friend  of  India,  Julj  1.  These  cautions  remarks  were  the 
result  of  time  and  inquiry.  But  immediately  the  navy  began, 
Friend,  Timei,  &c.,  conqnored  the  country  at  onoe  I 
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Bunnefle  were  erecting  on  the  banks  of  the  river, 
^  to  get  the  depth  of  water,  and  to  aaeertain  the 
diBposition  of  the  people  towards  us  higher  up.^ 
It  ifl  useless  to  repeat  that  he  did  more  than  all 
this;  the  consequence,  good  or  bad,  may  hereafter 
appear. 

On  the  16th  a  portion  of  H.  M.'s  80th  embarked 
in  some  of  the  small  steamers  to  be  transported  to 
the  larger  ones  in  the  Irrawaddy.  On  the  18th 
another  detachment  left  Rangoon  in  the  Proserpine. 
A  laige  portion  of  the  35th  M.  N.  I.  had  started  in 
boats.  On  the  morning  of  the  19th  120  men  of 
H.  M.^s  18th  Royal  Irish  embarked  on  board  the 
Medfua.  About  the  same  time  the  Battler  arrived 
from  Moulmein  with  a  detachment  of  the  80tb,  and 
*^  some  convalescent  officers."^  On  the  2l6t  another 
portion  of  the  18th  R.  I.  started  in  the  Phlegethon. 
The  arrangements  for  the  embarkation  of  the  troops 
were  declared  to  be  admirable,  reflecting  the  highest 
credit  on  the  Quartermaster-Generars  department ; 
also,  according  to  an  intelligent  writer,*  on  the 
indefatigable  Captain  Tarleton,  ^^  always  there,  see- 
ing that  the  blue-jackets  did  their  work  properly  in 
assisting  the  troops  and  their  baggage  on  board  the 
steamers.*^ 

The  following  remark  conveys  a  very  general 
opinion  which  was  current  at  Rangoon  while  the 
embarkation  of  troops  was  going  on,  and  many  saw 

*  Correspondent  of  the  En^Ut^numf  October  2. 
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in  the  '^  iniiid''a  eye^  some  greftt  event  ^*  l9oming^ 
in  the  futmie : — '^  The  word  amueiDatiom  has  oolj  to 
be  sounded,  when  the  Pegaers  (and  many  Bormeee 
resident  amoi^  them)  throu^out  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  land  will  rise  as  one  man,  and  expel 
the  Burmese  soldiery  and  daooits,  and  give  peace 
and  liberty  to  the  oppressed  ryots.*" 

Wild  flowers  are  numerous  in  Burmah  ih  Septem^ 
ber.  For  the  sake  of  botanists  we  may  remark  the 
great  beauty  of  the  creeping  fern  during  this  month, 
of  which  plant  there  is  a  great  variety  at  Rangoon. 
The  Maidenhair^  according  to  Mason,  a  beautiful 
fern,  is  seen  in  the  crevices  of  old  ruins  and  n^alls^ 
A  very  rainy  day,  succeeded  by  a  dry  and  very  warm 
one,  may  give  an  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  weather, 
which  seemed  highly  favourable  to  an  extraordinary 
rapidity  of  vegetation. 

Through  the  astonishing  energy  of  Major  Frasefi 
the  Grand  Architect  of  Rangoon,  and  the  labours  of 
his  Assistants,  ample  shelter  had  been  afforded  to 
the  troops  even  while  the  reinforcements  were  gra- 
dually pouring  in;  and  now,  as  the  city  emptied 
itself  of  a  portion  of  its  defenders,  there  were  almost 
palaces  for  some,  and  houses  for  all,  until  another 
stream  of  life  came  in  to  stop  the  gap,  as  it  were, 
among  a  social  throng.  On  the  22d  many  light 
guns  were  brought  up  from  the  Artillery  Park,  and 
arranged  round  the  north  and  west  of  the  Great 
Pagoda.  This  cautious  measure  was  taken  in  case 
of  dacoits,  many  of  whom  were  now  prowling  about. 
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and  entioing  the  inhabitants  away  from  Rangoon. 
An  attack  of  some  kind  certainly  was  expected,  and 
it  is  a  fact  that  hundreds  of  Burmese  had  left  the 
town  within  the  last  few  days.  Probably  these 
fiigitives,  knowing  not  yet  which  side  to  take,  thought 
it  safer,  in  case  of  the  eventual  success  of  the  Golden 
Foot,  not  to  be  found  under  British  protection. 
These  unwise  ones  little  reckoned  on  the  extent  of 
British  power,  if  such  thoughts  really  entered  their 
minds. 

On  the  morning  of  the  24th  the  last  detachment 
of  H.  M.''s  80th,  also  the  head-quarters  of  the  35th 
M.  N.  I.,  with  Sir  John  Gheape  and  Staff,  embarked 
in  the  Phle(feth<m.  On  the  same  day  the  Havering 
transport,  with  the  head-quarters  of  the  5th  Bat- 
talion Bengal  Artillery  and  half  of  No.  3  Light 
Field  Battery,  arrived  at  Rangoon.  Upwards  of 
20  horses  died  during  the  voyage  from  Calcutta, 
which  we  believe  occupied  about  20  days.  These 
casualties  would  probably  not  have  occurred  had  a 
steamer  for  towing  been  available;  for  every  one 
knows  that  where  heat  and  impure  air  abound  time 
is  of  the  greatest  consequence.  The  C  Troop, 
Madras  Horse  Artillery,  out  of  a  greater  number  of 
horses,  lost  14,  and  at  least  some  of  these  might 
have  escaped  had  the  transports  been  towed  across 
the  whole  way  by  steamers.  The  vessel  with  the 
best  ventilation,  in  this  instance,  lost  the  fewest 
horses.  But  who  does  not  know  that  on  a  voyage 
ventilation  is  the  life  and  soul  of  comfort  to  man 
as  well  as  beast  i 
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On  the  25th,  the  P.and  O.  Gompany^s  steamer  Ori- 
ental arrived  with  the  5th  Begiment,  Madras  Native 
Infantry,*  from  Kyonk  Phyoo*  The  Oriental  at  Ban- 
goon  gave  food  for  many  notes,  let  us  be  oontent 
with  one.  This  splendid  ship  had,  at  the  oommence- 
ment  of  its  career,  carried  poor  Warburton,  of  <*  The 
Crescent  and  the  Gross ;  ^  a  graphic  p^i  like  his 
might  have  had  an  excellent  field  for  display  in  the 
dominions  of  the  Golden  Foot !  Also,  the  author 
of  ^^Eothen,^ — how  his  warm  imagination  wotild 
light  up  the  incidents  of  travel  in  the  region  of  QaxL- 
dama,  where  so  many  forms  of  that  wonderful  type 
of  divinity  appear,  apparently  gazing  on  with  not 
less  *^  earnest  eyes*^  than  those  of  his  favourite 
"very  Sphynx!'' 

An  attack  on  the  village  of  Puzendown  being 
expected,  the  surveying  brig  Krishna  was  sent 
round  to  the  Greek.  A  party  of  marines  and  sea- 
men from  the  Winchester  formed  the  force — suffi- 
cient to  ensure  the  security  of  the  place.  The 
object  of  the  Burmese  was  to  carry  off  the  Ex- 
Gh)vernor  of  Pegu.  Burmese  vengeance  seemed 
now  to  be  hovering  around  the  hated  name  !  Pegu 
under  British  protection  would  certainly  be  a  death- 
blow to  Burmese  tyranny  and  oppression !  Pegu 
would  be  rescued,  adding  one  triumph  more  to  the 
many  now  enjoyed  by  our  Government  in  the  cause 
of  "the  wtonged  and  helpless !^^ 

On  the  25th  also,  General  Godwin  and  Staff, 
with  Brigadier  Foord  and  the  Artillery,  embarked  on 
*  Under  the  Command  of  Ck>lonel  Poole. 
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board  the  Promrpime.  On  arriyal  at  Yunguinchain- 
yah,  at  the  head  of  the  Panlang  Greek,  the  General 
was  to  go  on  board  the  Fire  Quem^  and  proceed  in 
her  to  Prome.  Sir  Archibald  Oampbell,  some  28 
years  before,  and  some  months  later,  had  left  Ban- 
goon  to  take  the  lead  against  ^^  the  Barbarians,^ 
amidst  the  roar  of  cannon;— on  the  present  occasion 
no  salute  announced  our  gallant  Oeneral's  departure. 
On  the  26th,  the  Medusa  left  for  Prome,  with  Major 
Fraser  and  his  Engineers,  Captain  Bundall  with  his 
Sappers  and  Miners,  also  Superintending-Surgeon 
Montgomerie.  On  the  27th,  Brigadier  Beignolds 
and  head-quarters  of  the  Bengal  Brigade  pro- 
ceeded in  the  Nemesis.  And  now  the  whole  of  the 
First  Division  had  gone  from  Raugoon,  and  Briga- 
dier-General Steel  was  left  in  command. 

It  was  General  Godwin's  intention  simply  to 
land  and  occupy  Prome, — ^he  would  act  on  the 
defensive  until  the  arrival  of  a  Second  Division ; 
he  would  then  l)e  able  to  overcome  every  obstacle, 
and  go  wherever  the  orders  of  the  Governor- 
General  might  carry  him — to  Ava,  or  even  to 
Pekin  !  It  was  not  in  the  GeneraPs  power  to 
answer  the  annexation  question — he  was  acting,  like 
any  one  of  us,  under  orders.  By  the  time  of  his 
second  visit  to  Prome,  the  question,  and  how  much ! 
would  probably  be  decided  on  by  a  higher  power. 
Meanwhile  there  might  be  work  to  do  in  the  south- 
em  portion  of  the  Delta  of  the  Irrawaddy.  The 
General  was  well  aware  that  before  advancing  with 
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a  force  on  Ava,  or  even  being  able  fairly  to  secure 
the  province  of  Pep^,  it  would  be  necessary  to  clear 
the  country  up  the  Sitang  river — say  by  taking  a 
land-column  from  Martaban  to  Sitang,  thence  to 
l^ofe-Gyne,  thence  to  the  reputed  strong-post  of 
Tonghooy  and  next,  perhaps,  across  the  country  to 
Prome.  It  might  be  politic  to  cause  such  a  step 
succeed  the  re-capture  of  Pegu,  the  ancient  king- 
dom'^s  capital. 


THE  ADVANCE  ON   PBOMB.  77 


CHAPTER  VL 

TDB   ADVANCE   ON  PBOMB — DOINGS  AT   BANOOON.  ^ 

Few  events  in  Indian  military  history  have  given 
rise  to  so  many  remarks,  grave,  gay,  lively,  and 
severe,  as  General  Godwin'^s  advance  on,  and  cap- 
ture of  Prome.  Some  of  the  Indian  journals  almost 
exhausted  their  wit  on  the  subject.  That  five 
octavo  pages  of  a  Gazette  should  have  been  occupied 
in  detailing  an  engagement  in  which  only  one  man 
was  killed  and  a  few  wounded,  was,  in  the  opinion 
of  one  of  them,  quite  dissimilar  to  the  "  Veni^  Vidiy 
Vici^  of  the  great  Csesar.  And  again,  the  same 
clever  writer  held  that  Nelson*s  idea  of  having  one 
day  a  Gazette  "  all  to  himself,""  was  not  '*  associated 
with  such  cheap  results  as  the  capture  of  Prome  by 
the  Army  of  Burmah.*"  It  does  certainly  provoke  a 
smile,  while  reading  the  graphic  Narratives  by  the 
Commodore  and  General,  as  set  forth  in  the 
Despatches,*  pondering  over  the  naval  and  military 
exploits,  and  the  grand  result.     But  we  are  a  strange 

•  Appendix,  No.  V. 
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people  in  this  respect.  Had  there  been  in  human 
life  a  large  bill  of  costs,  there  would  have  been  more 
praise  and  less  wit  bestowed  on  the  operations  ;  so, 
however  brilliant  the  wit  may  be  on  such  occasions, 
the  expression  of  it  certainly  does  not  say  much  in  favour 
of  British  humanity.  Looking  at  this  failing  in  a 
purely  professional  point  of  view,  it  appears  absurd 
in  the  extreme  ;  since  every  one  knows  that  it  is  the 
consummate  art  of  war  to  do  as  much  as  possible 
with  quickness,  decision,  and  effect,  at  a  small  cost 
of  life  among  the  troops  employed.  Writing  a  few 
pages  about  doing  the  thing  does  not  then  become 
such  a  great  crime  after  all ;  and  no  doubt  the 
General  as  well  as  the  Commodore  have  for  some 
time  been  perfectly  satisfied  on  this  point. 

Not  having  had  the  honour  of  accompanying  the 
Advance,  and  there  being  no  necessity  for  repeating 
the  detailed  information  in  the  Despatches,  it  must 
suffice  to  give  the  following  brief  Narrative  from  a 
letter  received  about  the  middle  of  October  from 
one  of  that  learned  and  indefatigable  class  of  men, 
without  whom  that  modem  Archimedes — ^the  Press — 
would  be  at  a  dead  stand-still,  "  Our  Own  Corre- 
spondent !  ^ 

Promey  Tuesday,  12ih  October  1852. 

^^  I  have  just  sufficient  time  to  give  a  detail  of 
events  as  they  occurred  since  leaving  Rangoon.  The 
voyage  was  marked  by  a  few  interruptions  in  our 
progress  towards  Prome.  In  the  first  place,  the 
Fire    Queen  and    Enterpriee    steamers    grounded, 
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*  &  deteotion  of  aU  the  other  steamers 
Again,  there  was  the  very  raclan- 
he  Admirars  death,  at  the  Island  of 
KJatino"*  It  appears  he  had  been 
night  of  the  5th  ;  the  following  day 
le ;  and  he  died  on  the  afternoon  of 
*d  the  Pluto^  which  left  for  Rangoon 
of  the  8th.  From  this  iaknd,  which 
n  ten  miles  from  Prome,  we  weighed 
all  eight  steamers,  at  daybreak  on 
f  the  9th.  In  two  hours  we  were 
ortificationa  of  Prome,  which  have  a 
[)f  the  river.  Fortunately  only  one 
xom  the  hill,  on  the  aocond  steamer 
of  it.  A  few  rounds  of  shell  from 
ion  aileneod  the  enemy  for  a  time  ; 
incing  a  flhort  distance  higher  up  the 
^  on  almost  every  steamer  that 
loyed  us  ver^'  much  with  jingals  and 
&  two  steamers  in  advance  returned 
great  precision  and  effect ;  in  short, 
rs  had  a  share  in  replying  to  the 
ng  of  the  Burmese.  During  the 
f  the  day  the  steamers  were  alter- 
ling,  for  tlio  purpose  of  landing  the 
f  afternoon,  at  5  p.  M.  (rather  late  to 

'Shouk  Sbay  Ivlience."  On  the  2Sd  of  Sep- 
md  arrivod  hero  with  Admiral  and  Staff',  lUid 
\  35th  ^r«  N*  It  under  Captaia  TiL^lori  witli 
kd  Bei^bie, 
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commence  operations  inland,)  H.  BTs.  BOth,  ^ 
Sappers  and  Miners,  and  the  Artillery  landed 
taking  only  two  guns  with  as.  Getting  onr  gmt, 
ready  took  up  a  considerable  time ;  so  that  whila 
evening  was  closing  upon  us  we  had  made  but  little 
progress.  At  length  we  were  all  busy  in  securing  a 
resting  position  for  the  night.  The  80th  lost  but 
one  man,  who  was  shot,  and  three  were  wounded 
that  same  evening.  The  following  morning,  with 
the  18th  B.I.,  and  the  35th  M.N. I.,  we  proceeded 
to  the  Pagoda,  where  we  expected  a  sharp  contest ; 
but  on  our  arrival  at  the  steps  we  found  the  Bur- 
mese  had  fled,  so  we  quickly  ascended  and  took 
possession  of  the  citadel.  It  is  a  similar  one  to  the 
Sho^  Dagoung,  but  apparently  of  recent  finish.  The 
Artillery  are  located  in  the  north  steps,  far  superior 
to  those  of  Rangoon.  Since  our  occupation  of 
Promc  we  have  had  no  fighting ;  but  now  and  then 
we  hear  a  few  stray  shots  between  our  skirmishers 
and  the  Burmese.  On  the  night  of  the  9th,  one  of 
the  80th  soldiers,  whilst  at  his  post  as  sentry, 
between  the  hours  of  one  and  two,  was  attacked  by 
a  few  Burmese,  who  cut  off  his  head  and  left  his 
body  some  distance  from  his  post.  The  remains 
were  not  found  until  the  relief  went  round.  This 
happened  actually  within  150  yards  of  where  our 
guns  were  placed,  at  the  north  gate ;  and  two  of 
our  sentries  were  walking  about  at  the  time.  It 
appears  at  this  juncture,  a  few  shots  having  been 
fired  on  the  guard  from  another  direction,  the  atten- 
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tion  <^  the  men  waa  diverted,  giving  the  Burmese 
ample  time  to  accomplish  their  ends.  They  also 
oarried  away  the  sentry's  musket  and  belts.  Since 
this  atrocious  murder  was  committed  double  sen- 
tries have  been  planted.  Just  as  I  am  writing,  the 
bogle  sounds  for  the  ^^  Assembly  ^  of  the  18th  Boyal 
Irish,  one  of  their  picquets  having  been  attacked  a 
little  way  out  by  a  body  of  Burmese. 

The  country  seems  to  have  been  eutirely  deserted 
for  some  time,  judging  from  the  total  absence  of 
food  of  any  sort  being  found  ;  not  even  a  grain  of 
rice ;  and  also  from  the  overgrown  state  of  vegetor 
tion.  Even  the  roads  and  paths  are  all  green  and 
covered  with  long  grass.  No  accidents  have  occurred 
to  any  of  our  men ;  nor  has  there  been  any  sickness, 
save  a  few  trifling  cases,  since  leaving  Rangoon. 
The  hospital,  an  old  Poonghee  house,  is  situated 
within  a  few  yards  of  the  steps,  and  is  very  con- 
venient. The  Greneral  and  Staff,  I  believe,  return 
to  Rangoon  this  evening  on  board  the  Proserpine, 
Brigadier  Foord,  and  his  Brigade-Major  Captain 
Scott,  also  go.  We  are  to  await  the  arrfval  of  the 
Second  Division ;  until  then,  nothing  further  is  to 
be  done.''  * 

Intelligence  of  Admiral  Austen's  death  reached 
Rangoon  as  early  as  the  8th  of  October.  It  is  need- 
less to  say  that  it  was  received  by  the  Naval  and 

*  Bj  a  warrant  officer  serving  with  the  Brfadras  Artillery  in 
Barmah,  who  enclosed  the  above  intelligence  in  a  respectfiil 
letter  to  the  Senior  Surgeon,  then  at  Rangoon. 

F 
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Military  there  with  a  feeling  of  sorrow.  The  gal- 
lant Admiral  had  been  ''changed  into  clay;^  but 
then  he  had  died  in  harness,  while  serving  his 
country,  with  his  flag  flying !  Thus  it  was  neatly  re- 
marked, '^  it  is  the  pride  of  British  sailors  and 
soldiers  to  die ;  and  his  memory  will  be  honourably 
associated  in  history  'with  the  Second  Burmese 
War." 

The  Plt^o,  while  reconnoitring  off  Prome,  had 
been  fired  upon  by  '^  two  guns  well  mounted  on  the 
crest  of  a  hill,  a  few  jingals,  and  several  hundred 
muskets."^  Then,  in  the  town  itself,  there  were 
supposed  not  to  be  more  than  500  Burmese  troops, 
but  numbers  were  said  to  be  strongly  posted  a  few 
miles  distant  inland,  at  Euthay-Mew.  Major  Brett 
had  accompanied  the  Naval  Gonmiander-in-Ghief  to 
Prome. 

Just  before  the  melancholy  news  of  the  Admiral'^s 
death  arrived,  the  Artillery  mess  at  Rangoon  had 
the  pleasure  of  entertaining  the  Purser  of  one  of 
Her  Majesty'^s  Men-of-War — a  fine  old  tar  of  the 
genuine  old  school,  which  is  fast  passing  away,  to 
make  room,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  for  a  better.  That 
very  day  he  had  completed  41  years  in  the  Boyal 
Navy.  The  Service  was  now  as  much  changed,  he 
said,  from  what  it  was  on  his  entering  it,  as  if  it  were 
altogether  a  Foreign  Service.  He  was  veiy  severe 
on  the  "  young  gentlemen.**^  The  young  gentlemen 
were  too  fine  now-a-days.  In  his  time  a  tumbler 
between  three  or  four,  or  a  tin  pot,  or  a  bottle 
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wanting  the  neck,  suffioed  for  a  mess ;  but  now  each 
mnst  have  his  cut  glass,  and  he  did  not  know  what 
else  besides.  He  was  a  promoter  of  "  progress  C 
but,  shaking  his  head  as  he  pronounced  the  word, 
he  could  not  help  adhering  to  his  opinion  that  the 
young  gentlemen  were  too  precocious  now-a-days. 
The  Yankees  were  evidently  no  favourites  with  him ; 
and  he  considered  their  expedition  against  Japan  as 
^  sheer  humbug.^  Altogether,  there  was  the  dry 
humour  of  the  true  British  Sailor  about  him  which 
it  will  not  be  easy  to  forget.  At  this  time  also,  as 
if  by  way  of  variety,  the  Moozuffer  and  Feroze  arrived 
from  Calcutta  with  the  greater  portion  of  the  Bengal 
Fusiliers.  On  the  9th,  the  Sphymo  came  into  port 
with  the  remainder.  This  distinguished  corps  had 
come  from  Meerut,  and  was  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Tudor. 

On  the  12th  of  October  the  Pluto  left  for  Bassein 
with  the  body  of  the  Admiral,  for  whom  minute- 
guns  were  fired  the  same  day.  *  The  Pluto  was  to 
relieve  the  Battler^  which  was  ordered  to  proceed 

*  **  His  Excellency  had  an  attack  of  Cholera  in  the  month  of 
April  (1852),  at  Rangoon  ;  and  although  on  proceeding  to  Cal- 
cutta he  recovered  from  this,  yet  he  was  nnable  to  regain  suffi- 
cient strength  to  render  a  speedy  return  to  the  enervating 
climate  of  the  Rangoon  river  advisable.    On  the  belief  however 
that  his  dnty  called  him  there,  he  went  again  in  September,  in 
the  hope  of  assisting  in  the  capture  of  Prome.".... »......"  His  kind 

and  ailablo  manner,  his  affectionate  disposition,  and  his  urbanity 
and  affability  to  those  under  his  command,"  endeared  Charles 
John  Austen  to  all  who  knew  him.    He  was  in  his  74th  year. 
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with  the  remains  of  the  late  Naval  Commander-in- 
Ghief  to  Trincomallee.  Her  Majesty'^s  screw  steamer 
Rattler  having  been  despatched  at  such  a  time  with 
the  remains  of  the  Admiral  to  his  family,  afterwards 
drew  forth  the  wrath  of  the  "  Thunderer'^  in  an 
astonishing  degree.  When  every  steamer  was  of 
importance  to  us  no  one  will  attempt  to  defend  the 
act  of  sending  one  away  at  such  a  crisis.  The  TViRtff , 
with  far  less  justice,  was  also  furious  in  the  same 
article ;  because  CHive  had  done  this,  and  Sir  Arthur 
Wellesley  or  Sir  Charles  Napier  that,  or  because 
General  Stuart  with  3,000  men  had  won  the  battle 
of  Maida  against  7,000  French,  General  Godwin 
did  not  '*  venture  to  attack  6,000  Burmese^  until 
he  was  reinforced.  The  General  had  reason  to 
believe  there  were  many  more  at  Euthay-Mew.  As 
to  his  not  ^'  venturing '"  to  attack,  attacking  indis- 
creetly has  been  the  generally  condemned  fault  of 
late  battles  in  another  quarter :  Why  should  such  a 
charge  have  been  brought  against  a  man  of  such 
reputed  personal  courage  as  our  Commander!  It 
may  be  affirmed,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that 
the  General  would  have  been  in  his  glory  while  lead- 
ing personally  one  favourite  European  Regiment 
against  the  flower  of  the  Burmese  Army ;  but 
martial  ardour  must  sometimes  be  restrained  by 
policy.  In  the  present  instance  the  policy  was  to 
allow  the  enemy  to  concentrate  themselves.  We 
will  not  argue  whether  this  was  the  best  policy 
under  the   circumstances ;   but  the  General,  if  he 
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erred  at  aO,  erred  on  the  side  of  caution  ;  and  for 
this  came  a  torrent  of  clever  abuse  from  the  leading 
journal  of  Europe,  which  wound  up  by  asserting  with, 
to  say  the  least  of  it,  questionable  taste,  ^'  how  much 
better  would  the  Rattler  have  been  employed  in 
bearing  our  victorious  troops  to  the  storm  of  Ava, 
than  in  carrying  a  lifeless  corpse  over  a  1000  miles 
of  ocean !  ^ 

This  reads  admirably  well ;  but  we  are  tolerably 
sure  that  the  Battler  does  not  come  under  the  head 
of  **  light  vessels,*"  which  might  with  safety  reach 
Ava.  Of  course  she  should  not  have  been  sent  away 
for  all  that.  Numerous  light  river  steamers  were 
required.  The  screw  revolving  with  terrific  power 
every  now  and  then  to  force  the  gallant  ship  through 
a  shoal  or  some  other  difficulty,  would  not  have  im- 
proved the  tempers  of  the  hungry  but  '*  victorious 
troops"  about  to  proceed  to  the  "  storm  of  Ava !  ^ 
Captain  Lindguist,  late  of  the  Bengal  Pilot  Service, 
who  commanded  the  Diana  steamer  in  the  last  Bur- 
mese war,  and  who  took  Mr  Crawford  to  Ava,  *  we 
believe  found  that  between  two  and  three  feet,  or  say 
three  feet  of  water,  was  the  maximum  a  vessel  should 
draw  proceeding  on  such  an  enterprize. 

Three  most  useful  river  steamers  had  now  arriv- 
ed at  Rangoon,  the  Lord  William  Bentinck^  the 
Nerhudda^  and  Damooda.  The  former  had  been 
sent  on  the  5th  to  Pegu,  "  to  see  what  the  Burmese 

*  In  the  winter  season. 
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were  about  up  there  ;^  she  left  well  provided  witii 
ammunition. 

On  the  6th  the  head-quarters  and  a  deiaohment 
of  Bengal  Artillery,  with  about  40  horses  and  nume- 
rous bullooks,  and  two  light  field-pieees,  under 
Major  Turton,  embarked  on  board  the  steamers 
Nerludda  and  Damooda  for  Prome.  The  Subaltern 
Officers  who  accompanied  the  Light  Field  Battery 
were  Lieutenants  Willoughby,  Dobbin,  Ashe,  and 
Lewes. 

Some  high  Burman  chief,  who  had  been  under 
the  zealous  and  indefatigable  Captain  Latter^s  safe 
keeping,  was  now  released,  leaving,  it  was  said,  ^^  his 
two  sons  as  hostages/^  It  was  likewise  asserted, 
with  what  degree  of  truth  it  is  impossible  to  say,  that 
the  King  of  Ava  had  promised  the  Peguese  that  if 
they  will  ^^  join  in  opposing  and  harassing  us,  and 
finally  succeed  in  expelling  us  from  the  country,  they 
shall  have  a  Prince  of  their  own  to  rule  over  them, 
and  be  again  an  independent  nation!^  But  these 
people  seemed  rather  inclined  to  say — *'  We  AaU 
have  the  British  to  rule  over  us  !**"  As  may  be  well 
imagined  the  Commissariat  establishments  had  now 
sufficient  work  on  their  hands.  It  was  pleasant  x 
enough  to  bear,  at  a  time  when  poor  Madras  was 
considered  to  be  sadly  in  the  back  •ground,  some 
experienced  Bengal  Officers  declaring,  there  can  be 
little  doubt  with  perfect  truth,  that  in  two  important 
items  we  did  excel  the  Bengallies — in  the  Commissariat 
and  in  the  Medical  Subordinates.     However,  in  the 
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fonner  Department,  Major  Budd,  Captain  Simpson, * 
and  their  Officers,  were  wisely  too  much  occupied  with 
the  sernoe  of  the  State  to  think  of  rivalry,  and  there 
ean  be  no  doubt  that  in  the  face  of  many  difficulties 
they  did  their  work  nobly  in  the  Second  Burmese 
War.  On  the  14th,  a  Company  of  Golundauze,  under 
Captain  Money,  was  added  to  the  ArUllery.-(-  On 
the  16th  of  October  the  General,  Staff,  and  Commo- 
dore, reached  Rangoon  from  Prome.  .  Brigadier 
Foord,  Captains  Scott  and  Robertson,  and  Dr 
M^Cosh,  also  arrived.  And  now  we  began  to  glean 
some  fresh  intelligence  about  Prome,  the  city  which 
had  fallen  with  so  little  loss  to  our  troops.  The 
scenery  on  the  Irrawaddy  is  for  the  most  part  flat 
and  uninteresting.  No  palm-trees,  no  banyans,  to  be 
seen;  but  plantain  trees,  numerous  on  the  banks, 
with  abundance  of  brush-wood.  It  may  here  bo 
remarked  that  the  plantain  fruit  is  as  commonly  used 
in  Burmah  as  the  potatoe  in  England.  Near  the 
Panlang  Creek  the  river  is  so  narrow  that  two  steam- 
ers can  hardly  pass  abreast.  On  nearing  Prome  the 
scenery  improves,  becoming  picturesque,  and  not  un- 
like the  Rhine.  At  the  city  itself  the  river  is  more 
than  a  mile  broad.  Yenbenzeik,  a  pretty  village, 
with  richly-wooded  hills,  crested  with  pagodas,  pre- 
sents a  beautiful  distant  view.  Prome  was  described 
to  us  as  boasting  its  few  artificial  as  well  as  natural 

*  Chief  of  the  Bengal  Commifisariat 

t  On  Friday  the  15th  landed  from  the  Berenice  the  5th  CJom- 
pttny  of  the  9th  Battalion  Bengal  Artillery. 
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boauties,  the  wood'oarving  there  especially  heing  Yery 
fine.  The  Gtolden  Pagoda  likewise  oommanded  its 
share  of  admiration.  As  at  Rangoon,  the  Bonneee 
had  removed  the  old  town  from  the  beach,  or  rather 
from  the  bank  of  the  river.  Regarding  the  beftwe- 
mentioned  act  of  cutting  off  the  poor  European 
sentry'^s  head,  General  Cknlwin  had  written  to  Bon- 
doola,  through  Captain  Smith,  the  Burmese  Inter- 
preter, protesting  against  the  barbarous  murder,  and 
reminding  the  Chief  that  on  a  treaty  being  con- 
cluded the  act  would  be  one  of  the  first  for  which  he 
should  be  called  on  to  give  an  account.  Although 
we  imagine  Bundoola  had  very  little  to  say  to  the 
business,  yet  we  believe  that  the  GeneraFs  excellent 
letter,  which  also  remarked  on  the  way  in  which  we 
treated  our  prisoners,  was  not  without  a  salutary 
effect.  The  four  steamers*  which  had  come  down  with 
the  General  and  Commodore  made  the  passage  in 
forty-eight  hours ;  they  were  just  thirteen  days  in 
going  up,  including  the  time  lost  by  the  Fire  Quern 
having  stuck  in  her  progress  through  the  Irrawaddy. 
The  Sesottris  now  acted  as  a  sort  of  troop  and  guard- 
ship  off  Prome.  The  once  noble  war-steamer  had 
of  course  been  lightened  considerably  previous  to  her 
voyage  up  the  river.  Portions  of  the  Second  Divi- 
sion, including  H.  M.'s  51st,  were  now  ordered  to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  to  proceed  to  Prome  at  a 
moment's  notice.  Rangoon  became  once  more  a  scene 
of  bustle  and  preparation.  By  the  22d  of  October 
*  Tho  ProterpinCf  PhUgeihmf  Makanmddff,  and  Fin  Quem, 
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the  intelligenoe  was  generally  spread  that  the 
King  of  Ava  had  sent  down  for  Bundoola  to  come 
mto  the  Royal  presence.  He  was  ordered  to  appear 
before  the  Gk>lden  Foot  in  the  dress  of  a  woman, 
having  disgraced  himself  by  losing  his  army  in  July. 
Bondoola  would  not  go,  as  he  feared  the  King,  or 
perhaps  the  loss  of  his  head  more.  The  wily  chief 
therefore  thought  it  wise  to  leave  his  stockade  at  or 
near  Euthay-Mew,  and  come  over  to  the  English. 
He  did  so — delivered  himself  up  to  Sir  John  Gheape, 
and  is  now  a  prisoner  on  board  the  Sesastris.  The 
following  is  from  the  letter  of  an  Artillery  Officer  at 
Promo. — "  Of  course  you  have  heard  that  the  great 
Bundoola^s  son  has  given  himself  up  to  us  to  save 
his  head ;  he  has  been  out  of  power  since  his  failure 
at  Akouk-toung,  where  he  lost  his  guns.  There  is 
an  army  of  some  SOOO  or  400U  men  at  Euthay-Mew, 
about  six  miles  from  this,  commanded,  it  is  supposed, 
by  the  late  Governor  of  Rangoon,  but  they  have  not 
given  us  a  sight  of  them  yet.  An  old  fellow,  with  a 
few  men  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  amuses 
himself  by  firing  a  few  shots  at  us  daily ;  it  is  needless 
to  say  they  are  harmless  at  such  a  range.  But  yet 
the  practice  evinces  a  strong  determination.  He  is 
said  to  be  a  great  man  from  Ava,  the  Governor  of 
the  Palace  Yard,  or  some  such  title.  We  hear  he 
flatters  himself  that  he  has  stopped  the  steamers  from 
proceeding  to  Ava,  and  has  written  to  the  King  to 
that  effect !  ^  It  was  now  expected  that  an  expedition 
to  Pegu  would  start  shortly. 
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On  the  25th  the  Bnniiefle  had  a  gnnd 
on  the  upper  terrace  of  the  Great  Bai^joon  Pagodai 
niiich  consisted  m  puttmg  up  an  i 
coloured  doth  round  the  bdl  end  of  thei 
of  Gaudama^s  Temple.  They  likewise  pot  one  up 
round  the  smaller  Pagoda  near  it  These  dotfas  are 
sometimes  sent  by  people  to  the  Poonghees  from 
distant  parts,  as  substitutes  for  attending  the  sacred 
feasts  and  meetings  at  Rangoon,  where  it  is  con- 
sidered all  such  assemblies  are  of  vast  importance. 

On  the  following  day  there  was  uiother  grand 
Oaudamaic  display,  that  of  placing  the  drooping 
muslin  pipe*  encircled  by  orange-wreaths,  in  the  foli- 
age of  the  beautiful  banyan  tree,  in  which  it  appeared 
to  bo  blown  about  so  gently  as  if  simply  intending 
to  woo  the  air.  To  others  must  be  left  the  pleasant 
task  of  informing  the  public  on  this  ceremony,  which, 
on  tho  present  occasion,  was  carried  on  during  the 
striking  of  gongs  and  the  clamour  of  a  vast  mixed 
Burmese  a88embly.+  The  Pagoda  at  Prome,  they 
say,  is  dedicated  to  tho  Hare;  by  no  means  an  unim- 
portant dedication  in  the  religion  of  Gkiudama.  A 
few  remarks  wore  given  on  this  wonderful  belief — 
Guadama — in  tho  first  volume;  it  may  not  interrupt 
in  any  very  serious  manner  the  chain  of  this  Narra- 
tive if  wo  horo  remark,  to  satisfy  the  curiosity  of 

*  Some  of  tho  Burmoae  style  this  Tan-hgun.  Tan4ig9m  Deimg, 
acoordinf(  to  Chase,  means  ^  Flag-posL" 

t  After  twelvo  or  fifteen  days  tho  cloths  and  ornaments  are 
removed  from  tho  temples,  trees,  and  sacred  posts. 
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those  interested,  that  Gaudama — the  fourth  or  last 
Buddhar— is  supposed  to  have  been  a  hare  in  one  of 
his  previous  transmigrations.  A  hare  in  Burmese  is 
fan,  Yong-meng  signifies  the  Hare-Gt>yemor — ^that 
is  in  a  measure  among  the  Burmese  the  present 
ruler  of  the  Universe.  There  are  siud  to  have  been 
28  Bnddhas  originally  in  all ;  23  have  appeared  in 
di£(i9rent  successive  worlds  previous  to  the  present 
world;  of  the  remaining  five  four  have  appeared, 
the  fifth,  as  said  before,  is  yet  to  come.  The  infe- 
rior Celestial  regions  are  siud  to  be  inhabited  by  the 
Nats  or  Fairies.  At  Rangoon,  if  we  recollect  right, 
Mr  Kincaid  said  there  were  about  16  hells  in  the 
Buddhist  religion  ;  but  the  number  varied.  During 
a  journey  to  Ava  he  had  seen  some  very  curious 
infernal  resemblances  engraved  on  palm  leaves.  Time 
would  not  permit  our  waiting  to  hear  the  learned 
lecturer  enter  fully  into  his  interesting  subject,  so 
we  merely  glean  the  following  information, — that  the 
four  states  of  suffering  or  punishment  in  general  use 
are  hell — ^transmigration  into  insects,  reptiles,  and 
fish — transmigi*ation  into  animals — and  the  abode  of 
the  fallen  Nats  under  the  Mayenmo  hill.  Then,  again, 
the  worshippers  of  Gaudama  entertain  the  hope  of 
being  numbered  among  those  who  by  some  miraculous 
change  have  become  "raised  above  the  comtnon 
destinies,  passions,  and  infirmities  of  human  nature."" 
The  Pali  word  mc-Jan,  was  alluded  to  in  the  first 
volume,  meaning  annihilation,  or  emancipation  from 
all  evil.     By  some  it  is  believed  to  be  a  state  of  total 
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aimihilatioii,  by  others  a  state  of  perfect  tranquillity 
and  abstraction,  like  the  quiet  visage  and  demeanour 
of  the  wooden  or  alabaster  Gaudama.  And  now, 
after  all  this  mixture  of  sublimity  and  absurdity, 
many  Burmese  think  that  the  greatest  glory  of  the 
present  Phya  (god),  the  fourth  Gaudama,  on  the 
appearance  of  the  last  or  maistree  (chief)  Buddha 
incarnate,  will  be  again  to  breathe  in  and  assume 
the  form  of  a  hare !  Perhaps  in  these  wild  beliefs 
it  is  not  too  much  to  trace  the  origin  of  ebch  a 
remark  as  that  put  by  our  immortal  Shakspere 
into  the  mouth  of  Ophelia : — "  They  say  the  Owl 
was  a  baker^s  daughter,  we  know  what  we  are,  but, 
know  not  what  we  may  be."" 

The  river  steamers  with  any  intelligence  from 
Prome  were  always  welcome  to  the  quid  nunc  sojour- 
ners at  Rangoon.  At  this  time  we  learned  that 
there  had  been  several  cases  of  Gholefa  in  the  mo- 
nastery at  Prome,  where  the  80th  had  taken  up  their 
abode.  A  detachment  of  H.  M.^s  51st  had  already 
left ;  the  remainder  was  now  in  orders  to  proceed  on 
Wednesday  the  27th.  A  portion  of  the  40th  B.  N.  I. 
had  embarked  for  Prome ;  and  another  portion  of 
Major  Beid^s  Horse  Battery,  under  Lieutenants 
Anderson  and  Eraser,  was  about  to  leave  Rangoon 
for  that  important  scene  of  rendezvous. 

On  the  26th  of  October  the  10th  B.  N.  I.,  of  the 
2d  Bengal  Brigade,  arrived.  The  admirable  state 
of  discipline  which,  at  the  critical  time  of ^  about  to 
cross  the  Kola  Panee — literally  the  dark  water — dis- 
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tingnighed  this  fine  Corps,  was  a  subject  of  eulogium 
throa^out  Bengal.      It  was  said  that  emissaries 
from  certain  malcontent  Corps  in  that  Presidency 
had  been  trying  to  dissuade  the  10th  from  crossing 
the  water ;  but  like  good  soldiers  they  were  true  to 
the  last  to  their  Honourable  and  liberal  masters ; 
and  the  Begiment  arrived,  after  roughing  it  a  little, 
in  splendid  condition  at  Rangoon.  Colonel  Dickenson, 
who  had  been  appointed  to  command  the  2d  Bengal 
Brigade,  might  well  be  proud  of  his  Corps,  which 
now  fell  under  the  command  of  Major  Welchman. 
No  doubt  the  10th*  wondered  at  the  idea  of,  for 
one  moment,  a  soldier  not  going  where  he  was 
ordered.     The  chief  fault,  however,  as  before   re- 
marked in  the  case  of  the  Native  Corps,  did  not  lie 
with  the  Bengal  sepoy  but  in  the  Bengal  system. 
We  certainly  have  ordered  these  matters  better  in 
Madras;  and  there  can  be  no   question  but   that 
the  Bengal  sepoys  should   be   enlisted  to  go  any 
where  and  do  any  thing  according  to  the  call  of  duty. 
On  the  27th  it  was  announced  that  a  Chief  recently 
captured  was  the  adopted  son  of  the  late  Bangoon 
Governor.     He  said  that  his  father  would  come  in ; 
but  having  fired  upon  our  flag  of  truce  he  was  afraid 
to  do  so.     A  female,  described  as  the  wife  of  the 
adopted,  likewise  appeared  as  a  warlike  JRosalind  in 
man'*s   clothes.      Gathering  information    from   the 
Prome  party  was  now  not  an  unimportant  occupa- 

•  Not  a  General  Service  Corps. 
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tion  among  the  doings  at  Bangoon.  We  were  not 
surprised  to  bear  from  one  or  more  quarters  that 
the  General  was  annoyed  at  not  having  had  a  deei- 
eiye  action  at  Prome.  It  was  natural  also  that  he 
should  have  been  irritated  by  the  Navy  during  its 
previous  progress  on  the  river,  having,  after  proeur- 
ing  wood  and  provisions,  left  the  friendly  villagers  to 
the  mercy  of  the  Burmese  soldiery.  The  Naval  Offi- 
cers present  on  these  occasions  of  course  were  not 
to  blame ;  they  simply  obeyed  orders,  but  they  never 
should  have  been  there.  Inunediately  after  Captain 
Tarleton's  operations  on  the  Irrawaddy,  which  few 
will  now  look  upon  in  their  originally  intended  lij^t, 
that  of  a  surveying  expedition,  the  Naval  force 
under  Captain  Shadwell  finding,  as  it  must  have 
done,  that  it  could  only  afford  very  inadequate  pro- 
tection to  the  friendly  population  in  the  important 
towns  and  villages  on  the  river^s  banks  should  have 
been  withdrawn.  Its  presence  only  held  out  false 
hopes  of  protection  to  people  who  might  have  sought 
refuge  elsewhere.*  Some  may  therefore  insist  on 
the  fact  that  the  unsupported  presence— there  is  no 
necessity  to  say  advance— -of  the  steam  flotilla  on  the 
Irrawaddy  was  the  cause  of  much  misery  to  the 
friendly  people  of  the  country.  It  doubled  Burmese 
vengeance  against  our  allies.     Had  there  been  none 

*  The  indefatigable  exertions  of  Captain  Shadwell,  B.  N.,  and 
of  Major  Brett,  in  defending  Shook  Shay  Khenee,  with  Her 
Majesty's  allies,  against  numbers  of  Burmete,  are  worthy  of  the 
highest  praise. 
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of  tliis  Naval  meandering  before  the  regular  advance 
of  the  army  in  the  steamers,  the  General  might  have 
found  a  determined  and  powerful  enemy  to  resist  his 
occupying  a  position  at  Prome.  A  blow  might  then 
have  been  struck  at  the  ancient  city  itself  which 
might  have  annihilated  the  Burmese  army,  and  at 
once  have  forced  the  Golden  Foot  to  any  terms  we 
might  have  chosen  to  dictate.  Numbers  of  course 
will  dissent  from  these  opinions ;  it  is  utteriy  impos- 
siUe  to  argue  on  such  a  subject  with  satisfaction  to 
all  parties ;  but  there  is  one  thing  certain,  that  all 
concerned  were  interested  in  serving  the  State  faith- 
fully and  well ! 

We  shall  reserve  any  further  remarks  on  the  ge- 
neral conduct  of  the  war  for  a  separate  and  final 
Chapter. 

On  the  30th  of  October  the  report  of  an  attack 
by  the  Burmese  on  Henzadah  reached  Rangoon.  It 
was  simply  a  "  brush^  with  the  enemy  at  that  im- 
portant position,  beside  the  junction  of  the  Bassein 
river  with  the  Irrawaddy.  Captain  A.  Becher,  of 
the  40th  B.  N.  I.,  with  only  one  Company  of  his  B«- 
giment,  highly  distinguished  himself  on  this  occasion 
by  his  promptitude  and  gallantry  in  repelling  the 
Burmese,  for  which  he  received  the  thanks  of  Gene- 
ral Grodwin. 

By  the  end  of  the  month  nearly  the  whole  of 
H.  M;s  Slst  and  the  40th  B.  N.  I.  had  embarked  for 
Prome.  On  the  arrival  of  the  9th  M.  N.  I.,  either 
there  or  at  minor  posts  on  the  river,  the  whole  of 
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the  2d  Division  would  have  left  Rangoon.  On  the 
29th  H.  M;s  Ship  Hastings  had  left  for  Madras, 
homeward  bound. 

On  the  1st  of  November  a  terrific  explosion  took 
place,  which  few  will  forget  during  their  lives  if  they 
were  at  the  time  on  the  upper  terrace  of  the  Great 
Dagoung  Pagoda,— -the  discharge  of  heavy  artil- 
lery, the  rattling  peals  of  thunder,  will  not  describe 
it.  It  was  like  some  demon  inside  the  earth  growl- 
ing for  a  considerable  length  of  time  with  a  terrible 
power,  certainly  not  of  this  world ;  the  noise  wound 
up  by  the  fury  of  Jupiter  in  full  play,  hurling  about 
the  bolts  which  Vulcan  is  reputed  to  have  forged  for 
Jove  !  It  turned  out  to  be  the  explosion  of  a  small 
magazine  near  the  theatre,  to  the  southward,  where 
there  were  many  boxes  and  barrels  of  ammunition 
and  some  powder.  The  explosion  set  fire  to  the 
temple  of  Thalia,  which  soon  appeared  in  one  huge 
and  dangerous  blaze.*  The  large  magazine  on  the 
west  was  immediately  occupied  by  men  with  buckets. 
Through  the  exertions  of  the  troops  this  important 
building  was  saved ;  if  it  had  not  been,  few  of  us 
would  have  been  left  alive  to  tell  the  tale.  The 
casualties  amounted  to  three  Burmese  and  two  or 
three  of  the  native  lascars  killed  and  wounded. 
Pieces  of  wood,  fiery  gun- wads,  and  musket  balls,  "f 

^  This  pleasant  place  of  anmsement,  with  all  its  ezceUeni 
scenery,  was  entirely  destroyed. 

t  Some  of  these  actually  came  through  the  thatch  of  the 
author's  house,  though  some  hundred  yards  away  from,  and 
about  forty  feet  above  the  magazine. 
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were  sent  into  the  air  with  terrific  force ;  and  an 
ArtiDery  European  Ounner,  who  was  sentry  over  the 
upper  magazine  at  the  time,  was  lifted  some  feet  off 
the  ground  !  A  committee  of  three  Field  Officers 
assembled  at  the  Artillery  Mess-house  to  enquire 
into  the  cause  of  the  explosion,  and  to  report  on  the 
extent  of  damage  done;  and  the  impression  at  length 
became  general  that  it  was  accidental. 

Akouk-toungy*  it  was  now  said,  had  been  occupied 
by  the  Burmese  with  two  guns.  On  the  8th  of  No- 
▼ember  fivie  dacoits  were  caught  by  the  Thoogyes 
(Judge)  of  Dalla.  One  of  them  was  described  to  be 
the  leader  of  500  men  of  the  King^s  army ;  the  titles  ^ 
given  him  by  Royalty  were  engraved  on  palm  leaves; 
these  were  carried  by  his  servant. 

On  the  11th  a  Company  of  the  9th  M.  N.  I.,  and 
one  from  the  Bengal  Fusiliers  were  sent  to  Puzen- 
down  and  Dalla,  respectively,  as  a  guard  to  the 
friendly  inhabitants  in  these  near  positions  to  Ban- 
goon.  Attacks  by  the  Burmese  had  rendered  such 
measures  necessary. 

On  the  12th  the  melancholy  news  reached  us  of  the 
death  of  Britain^s  greatest  warrior — Wellington  ! 
The  Timei  was  magnificent  in  its  eulogium  on 
the  departed  hero  who  had  *<  exhausted  nature 
AND  EXHAUSTED  GLORT.'^  But  indeed  all  the  lead- 
ing journals  seemed  to  vie  with  each  other  in  doing 

*  On  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  some  fifteen  miles  below 

Prome. 

O 
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honour  to  his  memory  in  immortal  language.  We 
do  not  believe  that  on  any  previous  occasion  so 
much  graphic,  elegant,  and  impressive  writing  had 
been  poured  forth  by  the  Press. 

The  4th  Regiment  of  Local  Sikh  Infantry  arrived 
on  the  12th  at  Rangoon.  Major  Armstrong's  Corps 
was  regarded  as  quite  a  curiosity  in  Calcutta,  and 
its  appearance  here  was  considered  to  be  an  event 
of  no  ordinary  importance.*  The  Bamghur  Cavaby 
also  arrived.  On  the  15th  news  reached  us  from 
Prome  that  a  force  had  proceeded  to  Akouk-toung, 
and  had  captured  four  guns.  Another  had  landed 
at  the  Stockade,  occupied  by  the  indefatigable  Chief- 
tain, opposite  Prome.  The  enemy  were  completely 
surprised  by  the  tars  and  troops.  Landing  at 
different  places,  the  gallant  sailors  and  marines 
drove  the  Burmese  into  the  hands  of  our  soldiers, 
who  made  quick  work  of  a  large  number  of  them, 
with  little  loss  on  our  side.  Upwards  of  90  Bur- 
mese were  said  to  be  killed. 

*  The  Englishman  gave  us  the  foUowiug  analjaiB  of  the  men 
composing  the  4th  Sikh  Infantry : — 

*«  Sikhfl, 600 

Affghans, 150 

Punjabees, 100 

Goorkhas  and  Ilindoostanis^ 150 900." 

The  Governor-General,  it  was  said,  had  paid  the  Sikhs  the  high 
compliment  of  visiting  them  ;  and  the  Regiment  had  been  fhr- 
nished  with  percussion  arms,  which,  at  Rangoon,  with  the  Bri- 
tish bayonet,  they  seemed  to  carry  with  as  mach  pride  as  the 
British  soldier. 
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News  of  a  sad  nature  from  Prome  informed  us  of 
the  death  of  Captain  Bundall  of  the  Madras  En- 
^neers.  Commanding  the  Corps  of  Madras  Sappers 
and  Miners  in  Burmah.  This  excellent  Officer  had 
served  with  distinction  in  the  Chinese  war.  His 
gallantry  on  the  field  in  Burmah  was  touched  on  in 
the  previous  volume  of  this  Narrative.  He  was  a 
zealous  soldier,  of  high  talent,  and  of  the  most  exem- 
plary character ;  and  he  died  in  the  prime  of  life 
beloved  and  regretted  by  all.  In  him  another  had 
been  added  to  the  list  of  worthy  men  who  had  fallen 
by  a  stronger  hand  than  that  of  the  enemy.* 

^  In  consequence  of  this  Chapter  having  already  exceeded  the 
intended  limits,  for  farther  intelligence  regarding  Prome  the 
reader  is  referred  to  Extracts  from  OfficerB*  Letters,  Appendix, 
No.  VI. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

CAPTURE  AND  OCCUPATION  OP  PBOU. 

It  may  be  recollected  by  the  reader  rf  the  former 
portion  of  this  Narrative,  that  early  in  June  1852  a 
force  of  between  200  and  300  men,  under  Major 
Cotton  of  the  Bengal  Infantry— including  100  of 
H.  M.'s  80th,  under  Captain  Ormsby — left  Ran- 
goon to  attack  the  City  of  Pegu.  The  troops  did 
their  work  in  what  may  be  called  dashing  style, 
while  exposed  to  the  fierce  rays  of  a  burning  sun« 
The  enemy  were  driven  out,  but  did  not  suffer  any 
very  great  loss.  It  was  then  much  to  be  regretted 
that  Greneral  Grodwin  could  not  afford  troops  for  the 
permanent  occupation  of  Pegu.  The  real  capture 
and  occupation  was  now  to  come. 

By  the  middle  of  November  four  river  steamers 
were  under  orders  for  Pegu,  to  convey  a  force  con- 
sisting of  300  of  the  Bengal  Fusiliers,  300  of  the 
Madras  Fusiliers,  400  of  the  5th  M.  N.  I.,  with 
small  detachments  of  Artillery  and  Sappers,  and 
two  guns.     Brigadier  McNeill  of  the  2d  Madras 
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Brigade  was  appointed  to  command.  The  Bengal 
Fusiliers  were  under  Colonel  Tudor,  the  Madras 
under  Major  Hill,  the  5th  Companies  under  Major 
Shubrick,  and  the  Artillery  under  Captain  Malloch 
of  the  Bengal  arm.  The  Sappers  were  under  Lieuts. 
Shortland  and  Harris.  General  Godwin  was  to 
accompany  the  force,  when  it  was  to  be  expected 
with  his  accustomed  energy  he  would  superintend 
operations.  The  troops  embarked  on  Friday  morn- 
ing, the  19th  of  November,  at  day-break,  and  anchor- 
ed the  next  day  at  sunset,  a  little  below  Pegu.  In 
consequence  of  the  shallowness  of  the  river  the 
steamers  were  not  engaged.  The  force  landed  on 
the  morning  of  Sunday  the  21st,  amidst  a  dense  fog. 
The  fatigue  endured  by  the  troops  was  very  great, 
and  the  casualties  in  this  gallant  affair  were  consi- 
derable. The  Grenadiers  and  Bifle  Companies  of 
the  5th  M.  N.  L,  under  Captain  Wyndham,  were  on 
board  the  Mahanvddy,  Not  having  been  present, 
the  following  Narrative  may  be  selected  as  contain- 
ing at  least  a  faithful  account  of  the  capture  and 
occupation  of  Pegu  : — 

"  My  detachment  (5th  M.  N.  I.),  all  ranks  in- 
cluded, was  400  strong ;  280  were  with  me  in  the 
foremost  steamer,  the  BentincJc^  the  remainder  with 
General  Godwin  in  the  Mahanvddy.  At  noon,  on 
the  19th,  we  first  sighted  armed  Burmese ;  that 
night  we  were  aground  about  seven  miles  below 
Pegu.  I  was  requested  to  furnish  strong  picquets 
on  the  eastern  bank   for  the   protection  of    the 
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steamers.  Captains  Watts  and  NichoUs  were  sent 
with  their  Companies.  I  visited  all  the  sentries, 
who  were  in  a  jungle  so  dense  they  could  not  be 
seen  at  a  distance  of  20  yards  one  from  the  other. 
On  the  afternoon  of  this  day  I  had  accompanied 
Captains  Lambert  and  Seymour,  B.N.,  who  attended 
the  Expedition — ^the  former  in  charge  of  all  the  gun- 
boats, the  latter  as  an  ^^  amateur "" — and  Captain 
Digny  of  the  Bentinck^  in  an  armed  cutter  up  the 
river,  which  we  found  staked,  but  of  sufficient  depth. 
We  rowed  till  shouting  from  a  vast  multitude,  about 
150  yards  ahead  of  us  told  us  we  were  discovered. 
The  town  proved  to  be  Pegu,  and  the  people  its  in- 
habitants. I  conclude  those  armed  among  them 
were  not  there,  but  at  their  respective  posts  await- 
ing the  arrival  of  our  force,  of  which  the  smoke  of 
the  steamers  and  the  guns  we  had  been  compelled 
to  fire  had  given  them  notice,  for  we  were  not  in- 
terfered with.  At  10  P.M.  our  picquets  wore  at- 
tacked, and  a  sharp  fire  poured  upon  them,  which 
was  as  promptly  returned. 

"  On  the  20th,  at  daybreak,  we  advanced  about  a 
mile  or  so,  the  tide  having  fallen.  I  was  requested 
to  furnish  companies  on  either  bank,  for  the  clear- 
ance of  the  jungle.  Captain  Watts  and  Lieutenant 
Whitlock  performed  this  duty,  aided  by  all  spare 
hands  from  the  steamer,  and  several  men  of  H.  M.'^s 
ship  FoXy  under  Mr  Daws,  who  all  worked  with 
right  good  will.  In  the  course  of  the  day  we  ex- 
changed many  shots  with  the  Burmese,  who,  before 
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and  after  the  return  of  the  working  parties,  oame 
boldly  down  and  delivered  their  fire  on  the  steamer. 
At  5  P.M.  the  remaining  steamers  appeared  in  sight; 
we  weighed  and  proceeded  about  two  or  three  miles, 
and  dropped  anchor.  I  was^  again  called  on  for  a 
strong  picquet— this  time  on  the  western  bank — 
which  I  accompanied  and  placed  in  person,  under 
Lieuts.  Maud  and  Cloet^.  About  7  p.m.  General 
Godwin  arrived,  and  directed  me  to  have  my  de- 
tachment drawn  up  in  eight  divisions,  on  the  Pegu 
bank,  at  6  a.m.  the  next  morning.  The  Sappers 
also  came  with  the  Artillery^  and  remained  on  board 
for  the  night,  the  former  under  Captain  Elliot,  Ben- 
gal Engineers,  being  engaged  for  a  couple  of  hours 
during  the  night  scarping  the  bank  for  the  easier 
ascent  of  the  two  24-pounder  howitzers  the  next 
morning.  The  river  is  very  narrow  where  the  landing 
took  place,  viz.^within  20  yards  of  the  Bentinck ; 
but  the  banks  are  very  steep.  The  scene  on  board 
that  night,  so  crowded  as  we  were  by  the  new 
arrivals,  beggars  all  description. 

"  At  4  a.m.  (November  21st)  the  5th  got  under 
arms,  and  about  a  quarter  to  5  the  landing  began. 
We  were  soon  formed  up,  as  ordered,  occupying  a 
grove  of  plantains.  The  Rifles  and  Grenadier  Com- 
panies shortly  joined  me ;  *  and  by  6  a.m.  General 
Godwin  in  person  came  and  gave  me  his  orders; 
they  were,  in  the  advance  on  Pegu,  or  any  other 

*  Captain  Wyndham's  CompaDies  had  a  march  of  some  two 
or  three  miles  to  join  his  Re^ment  opposite  the  Bentinck, 
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movement  which  might  take  place,  to  keep  up  with 
the  Madras  Fusiliers,  and  not  lose  sight  of  them. 
Supposing  the  following  to  be  a  rough  sketch  of 
Pegu,  the  position  of  the  troops  will  be  clearer  to 
you: — 


Town  of  PegiL 


OD 

Platfonn. 


■i 


2  Town  of  Pegu, 


South. 


M.F.*" 


B.  F.« 


5tii  n:i. 


M,F. 
in  line, 


JUQglO'. 


-  g 

—  ft 


"-*    Jungle, 


B,F. 
in  line, 
or  column 
not  known* 


Jangle. 


1.  Gateway.      2.  Gnn-boata.     3.  Bentmde  and  other 
4  M.  F.— Madras  Fnsiliera.    5.  B.  F.— Bengal  Fnailiera. 

''  At  a  quarter  past  6  a.m.  the  firing  began  from 
the  jungle,  close  round  and  about  the  troops.    Four 
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or  five  camialties  immediately  occurred.  General 
Godwin,  who  was  ever  in  the  front,  was  recon- 
noitring. The  advance  was  first  contemplated 
through  the  jungle,  between  the  river  and  the  wall, 
and  the  Bengal  and  Madras  Fusiliers,  feelers  from 
both,  were  pushing  in  that  direction ;  but  the  seve- 
rity of  the  fire  proved  the  Burmese  were  there  in  a 
strong  position,  and  a  flank  movement  parallel  with 
the  south  wall,  and  distant  about  150  yards  from 
it,  was  begun  and  continued  for  nearly  two  miles 
through  breast-high  grass  and  a  dense — most  dense 
jungle.  Before  the  movement  a  working  party, 
covered  by  the  Rifles  of  the  5th,  was  sent  forward 
to  clear  a  track,  and  nobly  they  did  their  work,  the 
whole  force  following  as  they  best  could,  scattered 
here  and  there  in  single  or  double  files  over  the 
whole  way,  a  heavy  fire  pouring  upon  them  for  four 
hours  and  a  half.  The  guns  and  Sappers,  the  for- 
mer covered  by  the  Grenadiers  of  the  5th,  had  been 
hurried  meanwhile  to  the  front.  Advantage  was 
taken  wherever  it  could  be  had  of  a  good  bank 
to  pour  in  volley  after  volley;  but  of  course  the 
whole  force  was  greatly  scattered.  The  sun  was 
fearful,  and  the  fatigue  very  great.  By  the  time 
General  Godwin  had  arrived  with  the  working  party, 
Rifles,  and  hindmost  portion  of  the  Bengal  Fusiliers 
opposite  the  gateway  which  was  to  be  stormed,  it 
was  discovered  that  most  were  dead  beat,  and  that 
some  time  must  elapse  before  any  thing  like  proper 
columns  could  be  formed.     By  dint  of  great  exer- 
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itbebertpart  of  the  Bengd,  and  dboot  ImV  of 
the  Madnw  Funliera  were  st  last  got  togetlMry 
allowed  breathing  time, — the  Bifiea  fommig  m  fiae 
of  aidniiiahers  in  their  front, — then  noUj  barangiied 
hj  Cieneral  Godwin,  and  with  a  Britidi  cheer  lei 
looee  on  the  gate  and  the  emmbling  waD,  the  ditek 
here  haying  little  water  in  it.  The  fire  while  the 
eolnmne  were  being  formed  was  verj  eerere,  and 
opposite  the  gate  and  at  the  south-west  portion  of 
the  waD  where  the  5th  were  first  fcmned  up,  was 
the  severest  experienced.  Captain  Sejmoor,  m 
gaDant  sailor  (the  amateur),  was  first  of  aU  the 
assailants,  and  conspicooos  throoghont  the  day. 
Passing  the  gateway  the  storming  parties  drove  the 
Bormese,  now  flying  to  the  westward,  fast  before 
them,  and  then  retracing  their  steps  made  as  rapidly 
as  they  could  for  the  Pagoda,  about  a  short  mile 
distant.  Here  some  Yolleys  were  exchanged,  and 
Pegu  was  in  our  possession.  This  was  about  noon. 
*^  All  this  time  the  5th,  that  is  the  remaining  por- 
tion of  them,  with  the  remaining  half  or  so  of  the 
Madras  Fusiliers,  were  returning  the  severe  fire 
at  extended  order,  as  they  best  could  along  the 
south  face  of  the  wall,  but  collected  within  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile  or  so  of  the  river,  knowing  nothing 
of  what  was  going  on  ahead,  the  firing  permitting 
no  sounds  of  any  kind  to  reach  them.  Once  only 
a  Staff-ofiBcer,  Captain  Darroch,  came  down,  and 
noticing  the  heaviness  of  the  fire,  directed  me  in  my 
flank  march  not  to  lose  sight  of  the  possibility  of  the 
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Bomiese  oooupying  the  intervening  space  between 

the  left  of  my  line  and  the  field  hospital  which  had 

been  formed  on  the  spot  where  the  5th  landed.     At 

noon  another  Stafi'-ofiBcer  came  down  and  hurried 

the  Madras  Fusiliers  on  my  right,  and  the  5th,  up  to 

the  Pagoda.    Our  fire  doubtless  kept  the  Burmese 

from  passing  along  the  whole  length  of  the  south 

waU,  as  General  Godwin  moved  in  that  direction, 

and  in  fact  quite  disconcerted  their  plans,  for  they 

were  not  prepared  for  an  assault  where  it  was  made ; 

and  keeping  up  a  steady  and  rapid  fire,  they  were 

so  held  in  check   between  the  two  points.      The 

Rifle  Company  had  one  officer  wounded  severely. 

Lieutenant  Whitlock ;  two  privates  killed  and  five 

wounded ;  the  Grenadiers  none.     About  the  centre, 

between   the   south-west  angle  and  the  place  of 

assault,  the  fire  was  far  less  severe  at  timea^  and 

in  my  remaining   detachment   I   lost   one  officer; 

Lieutenant  Cloet^  severely  wounded ;  one  havildar 

killed  ;  and  two  privates  wounded.     I  have  written 

very  hurriedly,  and  as  you  will  observe  much  that 

I  have  stated  did  not  occur  before  me,  but  was 

gathered  on  the  spot.     I  beg  you  to  refer  to  others 

for  the  steadiness  of  the  5th  under  fire,  and  the  way 

in  which  the  Rifles  and  Grenadiers  did  their  work. 

I  can  only  say  the  remaining  portion  were  all  I  could 

wish  them  to  be.    Captain  Nicholls  had  a  sun-stroke 

about  half-past  ten  o'clock  P.  M.    I  am  sure  you  will 

excuse  this  very  hurried  statement,  and  if  any  par- 
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ticulars  are  incorrect,  attribute  tbem  to  my  want  of 
better  information.'^'  * 

[For  fiome  interesting  details  from  another  Officer^s 
letter,  see  Appendix  No.  VII.] 

The  force  left  at  Pegu  will  be  noticed  in  the  next 
Chapter.  By  the  24th,  the  General,  with  the  gretttar 
portion  of  the  troops,  had  returned  to  Rangoon.  He 
was  on  the  whole  pleased  with  the  gallant  affiiir, 
though  he  had  to  lament  the  loss  of  several  brave 
ofiGicers  and  men.  About  to  storm  the  Pagoda,  our 
gaUant  Chief  certainly  ^'  nobly  harangued  the  troops^ 
in  a  practical  style,  seldom  if  ever  surpassed.  It 
would  have  sent  the  poetical  Frenchman  recentfy 
alluded  to  into  fits — ^^  Now,^  he  said  to  the  Fusiliersi 

*  The  following  remarks  in  connection  with  the  foregoing 
letter  were  kindly  furnished  by  an  officer,  and  the  Author  hat 
much  pleasure  in  publishing  them  since  they  chiefly  bear  upon 
the  usefulness  and  conduct  of  a  Native  Infantry  Regiment : — 
^  About  8  A.M.  (21st)  the  Rifles  of  the  5th  M.N.I.  were  ordered  out 
to  skirmish  in  front  of  the  European  troops.  The  enemy  opened 
a  very  brisk  fire  upon  them,  which  was  immediately  returned  by 
the  Rifles  and  aU  the  troops  in  line.  After  about  two  hours  of 
hard  fighting  the  troops  advanced  parallel  with  the  stockade. 
An  order  then  came  for  the  '  Grenadiers  of  the  5th  to  the  front' 
Captain  Wyndham  immediately  went  out  with  them,  and  kept 
up  a  fire  upon  the  enemy  untU  he  overtook  the  ladders  carried 
by  the  Sappers  and  Miners.  After  covering  them  for  a  short 
distance  a  Staff-officer  came  to  order  him  to  send  up  half  his 
company  to  protect  the  sick  and  wounded,  and  to  keep  the 
other  half  to  protect  the  guns.  After  remaining  with  the  guns 
half  an  hour,  an  order  came  to  leave  the  guns  and  bring  up  the 
remainder  of  his  men  to  protect  the  sick.  The  sick  were  placed 
in  huts  on  the  south  face  of  the  stockade.** 
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*^  yom  are  Bengallies,  and  you  are  Madrassles,  let  us 
see  who  are  the  best  men !  ^  A  deafening  cheer,  a  rush, 
and  all  was  over !  Pegu  had  fallen ;  but  we  trust  to 
rise  in  greater  beauty  than  ever !  Our  loss  was  three 
Oflloers  wounded;  one.  Lieutenant  Cook,  of  the 
Gommissariat,  mortally ;  and  from  35  to  40  of  the 
men.  Native  and  European,  were  killed  and  wounded. 
Two  or  three  Officers  were  disabled  by  the  sun, 
among  them  the  worthy  Brigadier,  Malcolm  McNeill.  * 
They  were  fighting  from  seven  A.  M.  till  one  P.  M. 

Let  all  zealous  soldiers  come  to  this  country  and 
learn  what  fatigue  is,  fighting  with  the  enemy  in  am- 
bush, under  a  Burmese  sun !  Had  there  been  carriage, 
it  is  highly  probable  that  the  General  would  have 
gone  on  to  Sitang  and  Beling.  Brigadier  Elliott, 
Commanding  the  1st  Madras  Brigade,  with  Captain 
Manners  and  Lieutenant  Pilmer,  Staff,  had  now  left 
for  Prome.  Intelligence  had  arrived  at  Rangoon  of 
the  death  of  Captain  Gardner,-f-  of  the  40th  B.  N.  I., 
at  Akouk-toung.  One  story  went  that  he  was  out 
patroling — the  Enterprize  lying  off  Akouk-toung, 
high  and  dry  the  while — and  going  rather  far  into 

*  General  Godwin  bestowed  his  thanks  on  the  foUowing 
Officers  in  his  Despatch,  which  document,  after  the  details  con- 
tained in  this  Chapter,  it  is  not  thought  necessary  to  republish  : 
— ^Brigadier  M'Neill,  Commander  Shadwell,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Tador,  Majors  HiU  and  Shubrick,  Majors  Mayhew  and  Boulder* 
•on.  Captains  MaUoch,  Brown,  Hamilton,  Darroch,  Bume, 
Renand,  Latter,  and  Chads,  A.D.C.  The  enemy  was  stated  to 
have  amounted  to  upwards  of  5,000  men. 

t  Killed  on  the  19th  November.     See  Appendix,  No.  YI. 
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the  jungle,  he  suddenly  came  upon  a  work  of  the 
enemy ;  a  jingal  was  fired  at  him,  and  he  fell  shot 
through  the  head  ;  a  havildar,  in  trying  to  recover 
the  body,  was  shot  also.  He  was,  according  to  an 
Indian  Journal,  "  a  son  of  the  Honourable  Lieuten- 
ant-Gteneral  Qurdner  of  the  Royal  Artillery.**  He 
had  just  been  appointed  a  Brigade- Major,  on  the 
permanent  establishment.  He  was  a  man  of  con- 
siderable ability,  and  his  kindly  disposition  could  not 
fail'to  strike  one  immediately  on  coming  in  contact 
with  him. 

Sixteen  iron  9-pounders  having  arrived,  chiefly  for 
the  defence  of  the  second  terrace  of  the  Great  Pagoda, 

Colonel  A ,  with  his  usual  practical  knowledge 

and  zeal  in  all  matters  relating  to  artillery — on  the 
efficiency  of  which  there  cannot  be  the  shadow  of  a 
doubt  the  security,  offensive  as  well  as  defensive,  of 
all  Nations  chiefly  depends, — allowed  several  Officers 
to  peruse  an  excellent  paper  he  had  written  on  the 
expediency  of  having  all  iron  9-pounder  guns  reamed 
out  to  12-pounder8,  so  as  to  throw  a  12-pounder  shot. 
The  24-pounder  was  the  favourite  breeching  gun  in 
the  Peninsula — at  Badajoz,  and  at  St  Sebastian.  But 
the  weight  of  the  iron  9-pounder  reamed  to  a  12  is 
more  than  half  the  weight  of  a  24-pounder  gun. 
Weight  should  be  dispensed  with  on  land-service  as 
much  as  possible.  With  the  Navy  weight  is  of  little 
or  no  consequence.  Bobins**  rule — **  the  strength  of 
iron  is  as  the  quantity  of  metal^ — ^fully  sanctions  the 
general  introduction  of  all  9-pounders  (iron)  being 


HIHTS  FOB  ABTILLSBISTS*  111 

reamed  out  to  I^b.    Again,  Colonel  A  proved 

by  experiment  that  a  12-pounder  reamed  up  to  an 
18,  with  carronade  windage,  is  superior  to  all  18- 
pounders  now  in  use  for  land-service.  Those  who 
uphold  the  use  of  weighty  guns  on  land  forget  the 
vast  amount  of  toil  and  trouble  necessary  to  bring 
them  along.  Beaming,  such  as  proposed,  improves 
the  windage,  and  diminishes  the  weight  of  our  Indian 
train. 

The  country  about  Pegu  was  described  to  be  in  an 
uncultivated  state ;  the  Peguese  had  on  account  of 
the  war  and  its  effects  neglected  to  till  the  ground.* 
It  seemed  for  the  time  as  if  a  beautiful  and  fertile 
province  were  on  the  verge  of  ruin. 

Major  Beid,  with  the  rest  of  his  Horse  Battery 
and  two  guns,  embarked  for  Prome  on  the  26th  of 
November.  A  company  of  the  9th  M.  N.  I.  also  left 
for  Yunguinchainyah. 

On  the  27th  we  received  intelligence  that  the  Chief 
who  had  so  distinguished  himself  at  Puzendown  had 
managed  to  destroy  some  300  or  400  of  the  enemy 
who  were  escorting  rice  to  various  posts.  This, 
with  the  fact  of  an  attack  having  already  been  made 
on  the  newly  captured  city  of  Pegu,  shewed  very 
plainly  that  there  were  some  desperate  characters 
about.  The  news  of  this  latter  affair  was  not  unex- 
pected by  many,  and  the  receipt  of  it  was  considered 
to  be  of  little  importance. 

*  We  believe  it  is  daring  the  months  of  June,  July,  and 
August,  that  the  Bnnnese  plough,  sow,  and  harrow  the  ground 
after  their  own  fiudiion. 
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On  the  6th  of  December  poor  Walter  Oook  waa 
no  more.  A  finer  young  Officer  than  this  (<^  the 
22d  M.  N.  I.,)  never  stepped.  The  author  of  this 
humble  Narrative  had  served  with  him  in  the  field 
among  the  jungle  regions  of  Orissa,  (in  1848,)  wbem 
his  ardent  temperament  and  zeal  for  the  public  ser- 
vice were  conspicuous  in  a  remarkable  degree.  At 
Rangoon  there  was  a  chance  of  renewing  our  inter- 
rupted acquaintance,  but  now  a  friend  was  lost  for 
ever.     Peace  be  to  his  memory  ! 

Pegu  had  been  attacked  a  second  time  by  the 
Burmese,  on  which  occasion  it  was  said  a  large 
party  of  the  enemy  went  to  an  old  house  where  we 
had  formerly  lodged  a  picquet,  and  fired  away  for 
about  two  hours.  The  quarters  had  been  vacated 
some  days  before  this  act  of  gallantry  on  their  part ; 
some  2,000  people  were  said  to  have  come  into 
Pegu  the  next  day  seeking  Major  Hill'^s  protection. 

It  is  now  time  to  turn  our  entire  attention  for  a 
while  to  this  important  quarter ;  but  it  may  be  well  to 
chronicle  a  few  important  events  before  leaving  Ban- 
goon.  The  head-quarters  of  Artillery  left  for  Prome 
on  Thursday  the  9th  of  December.  The  French 
Officer,  who  had  established  himself  as  a  favourite,  ap- 
peared on  the  morning  of  packing  up,  and*gave  a  few 
suggestions  as  an  old  campaigner.  He  was  the  same 
who  in  June  had  come  over  in  the  Emperor  from  Cal- 
cutta, and  was  then  said  to  have  been  employed  by 
the  GFolden  Foot.  He  struck  not  a  few  of  us  as  being 
a  sensible  and  well-spoken  man.    He  had  done  every- 
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thing,  and  had  been  everywhere.  He  had  served 
m  the  Brasils,  in  Africa,  in  Spain,  and  in  Portugal. 
"  The  Burmese,"^  said  the  Adventurer,  "  were  very 
brave  behind  a  stockade  or  a  breastwork,  but  they 
knew  nothing  of  regular  warfare.^  He  had  a  par- 
ticular horror  at  Boyalist-France  being  turned  into 
the  country  of  a  Republic.  General  Godwin  now 
cared  little  about  what  the  French  Officer  did, 
although  he  considered  himself  on  parole  and  under 
surveillance.  But  things  were  very  different  in  June 
when  it  was  thought  necessary  to  send  the  Fire  Queen 
and  Berenice^  on  her  voyage  from  Calcutta,  to  bring 
the  Emperor  in  sight  of  the  Commodore,  and  our 
Adventurer  before  the  General.  The  evening  before 
the  departure  of  the  Prome  party  (8th)  was  sadden- 
ed by  the  death  of  Brigadier  M'Noill,  already  men- 
tioned as  having  been  disabled  by  the  sun  in  the 
operations  against  Pegu.  He  never  recovered  from 
the  fatigue  and  exposure  attending  the  capture.  He 
was  of  the  old  school,  an  excellent  and  gallant 
Officer,  and  a  great  favourite  in  the  army. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  9th  intelligence  arrived 
that  Pegu  was  surrounded  or  besieged.  Two  hundred 
Fusiliers  and  quantities  of  ammunition  were  ordered 
to  be  shipped  immediately.  "  To  the  rescue  !*''*  was 
the  thought  of  every  Officer  and  soldier  in  Rangoon ! 


H 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

THE    BURMESE    INVESTMENT   OF   PEQU  ; — 
CRITICAL  POSITION  OF  MAJOR  HILL  AND  HIS  TROOPS. 

It  seemed  to  be  Greneral  Gk>dwin^8  policy  to  retain 
Pegu  as  a  most  important  military  position.  He 
had  won  it  after  a  rather  severe  conflict,  but  yet  the 
fact  appears  to  have  escaped  him  that  the  Burmese 
set  any  great  value  upon  it.  Might  there  not  be  a 
combination  among  the  hostile  villages  of  the  Sitang 
Valley  to  recapture  it !  On  the  22d  of  November  all 
the  troops,  with  the  exception  of  200  Madras  Fusiliers 
under  Major  Hill,  200  of  the  5th  M.  N.  I.  under 
Captain  Wyndham,  two  guns,  with  a  small  detach- 
ment of  European  Artillery,  and  some  Madras  Sap- 
pers, were  ordered  to  return  to  Bangoon.  The  news 
that  asmall garrison  wasleft  to  defend  the  ancient  fort* 
ress  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  who  diose 
to  come  under  our  protection,  was  not  long  in  reach- 
ing the  Burmese  camp.  Perhaps  at  this  time  it 
was  with  the  enemy  that  they  could  stand  a  defeat, 
but  could  not  bear  to  be  despised.     It  certainly  does 


BURMB8B   ATTACKS.  115 

seem  strange  that  our  Military  Commander  did  not 
ealculate  on  a  speedy  attempt  at  recapture  by  the 
Burmese,  who  knew  tolerably  well  that  on  the 
Gtoneral'^s  return  to  Rangoon  there  was  every  chance 
of  his  proceeding  as  soon  as  possible  to  take  the  field 
at  Prome.  Rangoon  was  now  in  a  position  to  have 
afforded  a  considerably  greater  military  force  at 
Pegu  than  what  was  left  there.  Very  d^rent  was 
it  from  the  month  of  June  when  the  first  capture 
took  place.  The  plans  of  the  campaign  were  then, 
it  appeared,  in  a  slow  and  uncertain  state  of  develop- 
ment, and  it  was  probably  prudent  at  such  a  time 
not  to  draw  away  troops  from  our  chief  conquest. 
But  now,  through  the  unceasing  exertions  of  the 
Engineers  and  Sappers,  much  had  been  done  to  the 
fortifications  of  Rangoon,  and  numerous  pieces  of 
ordnance  had  arrived  to  strengthen  that  noble  fort- 
ress. Allowing  for  the  absence  of  a  division  of  the 
army  at  Prome,  and  troops  elsewhere,  some  300  or 
400  men  more,  150  of  these  at  least  Europeans, 
could  have  been  left  with  ease  to  garrison  Pegu. 

As  soon  as  the  night  of  the  24th  of  November  the 
enemy  made  an  attack  upon  our  gun-boats,  but  were 
immediately  repulsed.  Late  in  the  evening  of  the 
27th  they  made  a  most  daring  attack  on  all  sides  of 
the  Pagoda,  but  as  the  garrison  turned  out  in  a  few 
minutes,  they  were  at  once  vigorously  repelled.  The 
troops  remained  on  the  alert  till  morning,  when  on 
examiningthe ground  several  dead  Burmese  were  seen. 
A  most  desperate  attack  had  likewise  been  made 
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upon  the  gun-boats  in  the  riyer  and  the  Gommiflsariat 
Guard.  The  latter  was  oomposed  of  30  men  of 
the  1st  Madras  Fusiliers,  with  one  naigue  and  20 
men  of  the  Grenadiers  of  the  5th  M.  N.  I.,  the 
whole  commanded  by  Lieutenant  P.  A.  Brown, 
of  the  1st  Madras  Fusiliers.  ^This  energetio 
officer  spoke  in  most  praiseworthy  terms  of  the 
conduct  of  the  naigue's*  guard.  Private  Clancey 
of  the  Fusiliers  also  highly  distinguished  himself  on 
this  occasion,  defending  the  stores  in  a  manner 
worthy  of  a  British  soldier,  for  which  he  obtained 
promotion  on  being  recommended  to  General 
Godwin.  The  gallant  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Brown 
was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Govemor-G^eral. 

On  the  3d  of  December  the  enemy  again  attack- 
ed the  garrison  at  Pegu  during  the  night,  Saturday^ 
December  Aih.  All  the  force  turned  out  to  erect  a 
stockade  for  the  Peguese,  who  began  to  assemble  by 
hundreds,  with  their  families  and  herds  of  buffaloes. 
All  Sunday  the  men — sepoys  and  soldiers — were 
hard  at  work  felling  timber,  shaping  it,  and  build- 
ing up  walls,  with  numerous  other  occupations. 

During  the  night  of  the  5th  firing  was  heard 
down  the  river ;  not  long  after  two  sepoys  came 
into  camp  informing  us  that  they  belonged  to  a 
party  of  one  jemadar,  one  havildar,  two  naiguee, 

*  A  naigue  in  the  Native  Army  is  synonymous  with  our  cor- 
poral ;  the  scale  of  ascent  is  then  to  havildar  or  sei^geant ;  then 
to  jemadar,  the  Native  commissioned  officer ;  then  to  tubahdar, 
of  which  there  are  classes. 
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and  nineteen  privates,  who  had  left  Rangoon  on  the 
2d  of  Deoember.  Their  boat  had  been  attacked  by 
the  Burmese,  who  had  killed  one  sepoy  and  wounded 
another;  the  two  narrators  of  the  tragedy  also 
stated  that  they  were  in  gr^t  want  of  ammunition. 
Major  Hill  detained  them  for  the  reminder  of  that 
night,  during  which  heavier  firing  was  heard  from 
the  enemy,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  he  sent 
out  a  party  of  30  Europeans  under  Captain 
Nicolay  of  the  1st  Madras  Fusiliers,  and  40  Rifle- 
men of  the  5th  M.  N.  I.  under  Captain  Brown,  to 
render  every  possible  assistance  at  the  river.  On 
arriving  there  they  found  that  the  Burmese  had 
captured  everything  in  the  boat.  They  had  strippe  d 
the  sepoys  of  their  arms  and  accoutrements,  tied 
them  back  to  back,  and  put  them  in  the  water  up 
to  their  necks.  Others  they  had  taken  on  shore 
and  tied  to  trees,  probably  with  the  intention  of 
murdering  them  ;  but  fortunately  the  discharge  of 
musketry  from  our  detachment  frustrated  their 
design  in  time.  At  the  first  volley  the  enemy  fled  ; 
and  our  men  immediately  proceeded  to  release  the 
the  unfortunate  sepoys.  On  examining  the  boat 
the  jemadar  (Mooneanaidoo,)  and  two  privates 
were  found  killed,  and  three  privates  wounded  ;  two 
naigues  and  two  privates  were  missing.  During  the 
operation  of  clearing  the  boat  the  Burmese  return- 
ed and  fired  on  the  detachment,  who  smartly  return- 
ed the  fire,  and  beat  them  off"  after  a  few  volleys. 


ir 

l[»:>r  H3I  l^i  xnt  in  tkrce  or  tomr  boU 

Ui?  F^m^nn.  SniK  73  riaadi  fcr  fia  had  bees  A^ped  m  tke 
rv«ai3^  0^  :aie  S^a  vick  ike  rnn'i-nf  ip<gd,  throagh  tl»  cnergr 
o^C^CKa»Taj!euaB«i«^n^  Al  3  P.  M.  of  December  11th, 
ve  recemd  tke  fiMriuei  mtdl%cwe  that  iKe  beets  vader 
Gipuie  5hadweU  umI  tbe  itceBa-  Ittd  bees  empdled  U 
reCvni.  The  encsiTbeiiigm  veil  eembers  end  more  detennined 
than  erer,  he  viselj  retenied  for  reiiiforccmeDts ;  bet  not 
without  the  wer-boete— contemin^  ebo  Ceptein  Melloch  end  e 
•mell  pertj  of  Eoropeen  Bengel  ArtiDerymeB^heTiBi^  bed  in 
eflUr  with  the  Beimesey  in  which  oor  lom  wei  e  terj^eent  end 
two  men  of  the  Artillery  killed,  end  two  or  three  wonnded ; 
el«o  sererel  merines  end  aeilors  killed,  end  menj  wonnded.  It 
wes  e  eerious  effiur,  end  the  whole  required  end  receiTed 
immediete  attention. 
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mesieiigers  to  Bangoon.  The  foe  seemed  deter- 
mined to  drive  the  small  band  from  Pegu  ;  in  addi- 
tion to  their  rude  iron  and  leaden  balls,  small  brass 
representations  of  Chiudama,  pieces  of  iron,  necks  of 
bottles,  even  stones,  or  round  lumps  of  granite 
brought  hither  for  the  purpose,  were  fired  on  our 
troops  from  every  quarter.  Truly  the  position  of 
Major  Hill  was  at  this  time  hardly  less  critical  than 
that  of  the  immortal  Clive  at  the  famous  defence  of 
Arcot.  The  Burmese  had  managed  to  bring  a  gun 
of  considerable  size  into  a  commanding  position, 
which  dealt  several  deadly  missiles.  According  to 
another  of  the  besieged  spent  balls  hit  some  one  or 
other  very  frequently  ;  several  of  our  men  were  thus 
wounded  at  night  and  not  discovered  till  the  morn- 
ing. Major  HilFs  '*  Letter,"'  well  worthy  of  perusaU 
will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

We  now  turn  with  pleasure  to  the  Belief  of  Pegu. 

[For  some  more  interesting  information  our 
readers  are  referred  to  a  Letter  dated  28th  Novem- 
ber, in  the  Appendix.] 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

fiBUBF  OF   PBGU  AHD  OTHBB  0PB&ATI0H8. 

The  most  energetic  meltfiures  were  now  taken  at  Ran- 
goon by  General  Godwin  to  answer  with  all  possible 
speed  the  needy  call  for  relief  which  came  from  the 
Pegu  garrison.  Rangoon  had  not  been  in  such  a 
state  of  excitement  since  its  capture  by  the  British 
in  April.  Had  the  tide  of  fortune  at  length  turned 
against  us  I  had  the  mine  of  Burmese  vengeance  at 
length  been  sprung,  to  tell  us  that  the  dj^nasty  of 
Alompra  was  not  yet  in  danger,  and  rouse  us  into 
action  I  In  any  way  a  great  event  had  taken  place. 
The  wonted  energy  of  our  chief  when  anything  like 
danger  was  to  be  encountered  proved  him  to  be 
the  man  for  this  emergency.  But  General  Godwin 
unfortunately  had  much  difficulty  in  providing  trans- 
ports for  the  troops  for  the  relief  of  Pegu.  Two 
hundred  and  fifty  Madras  Fusiliers  under  Captain 
Renaud  had  been  obliged  to  return  to  Rangoon  in 
consequence  of  the  disabled  state  of  the  river  steamer 
Nerhtfdday   in   which    they  had  embarked.     These 
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troops  were  transhipped  to  the  Mahanuddy^  a  vessel 
whose  boflers  had  seen  rather  too  much  service.  It 
was  not  therefore  until  both  these  steamers  had 
been  repaired  that  the  head-quarters  in  the  Ner- 
budda,  and  the  Madras  Fusiliers  in  the  Maha- 
nuddffy  were  enabled  to  leave  Bangoon.  At  noon 
of  the  12th  of  December  both  vessels  steamed  on 
until  sunset,  the  Nerhudda  leading.  At  daylight 
next  morning,  which  was  very  foggy^  all  the  boats 
conveying  the  other  troops,  under  convoy  of  Captain 
Tarleton,  B.  N.,  proceeded  with  the  Nerbudda  up 
the  river;  the  other  steamer  was  supposed  to  be 
following  not  far  astern.  They  approached  the 
village  of  Lomen  Seedee  as  the  mist  was  rising, 
which  was  found,  as  expected,  occupied  by  the 
enemy,  and  the  river  staked,  abreast  of  it.  We 
were  quite  prepared  for  the  foe ;  guns  loaded, 
and  a  party  of  25  men  on  each  paddle-box — the 
starboard  furnished  by  the  Madras,  the  larboard 
by  the  Bengal  Fusiliers.  We  had  evidently  taken 
the  Burmese  by  surprise  ;  some  of  them  were 
seen  about  the  village,  also  a  large  party  with  some 
horsemen  moving  about  on  the  plain.  The  left  bank 
near  where  the  steamer  was  anchored  was  an  open 
plain  ;  higher  up  and  out  of  shot,  stood  the  village. 
The  troops  were  soon  landed ;  and  it  was  speedily 
determined  to  occupy  the  village,  as  affording  shelter 
— it  having  been  taken  for  granted  that  the  enemy 
had  retreated.  The  Bengal  Fusiliers  were  therefore 
moved  up  to  some  of  the  nearest  houses,  when  about 
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twenty  shots  were  fired  into  them  from  the  high 
grass  and  jungle  adjoining.  One  man  was  slightly 
wounded  ;  the  Burmese  escaped  without  either  being 
seen  or  fired  upon.  The  village  was  then  occupied,  the 
Madras  Fusiliers  being  on  pioquet  in  advance.  The 
Mahannddy  not  having  yet  arrived  with  theremainder 
of  the  Fusiliers,  the  other  steamer  was  therefore  sent 
down  to  bring  the  men  up.  The  day  wore  on,  and 
there  being  no  appearance  of  the  steamer  arrange- 
ments were  made  to  pass  the  night  in  the  village,  and 
picquets  were  thrown  out;  but  no  attempt  was  made 
to  drive  the  enemy  further  away,  or  out  of  the  village 
of  Upper  Seedee,  about  a  mile  distant.  This  village 
had  on  several  occasions — particularly  the  last,  when 
the  boats  were  obliged  to  retire — annoyed  the  Navy 
considerably  ;  and  the  occupation  of  it  might  have 
been  attended  with  little  or  no  loss  had  its  entrench- 
ments been  turned  by  a  small  party,  and  the  enemy 
there,  about  300  or  400  men  driven  off,  and  perhaps 
intercepted. 

About  midnight  a  volley  was  fired  into  some  of 
the  houses,  by  which  one  Bengal  Fusilier  was  killed 
and  another  was  mortally  wounded ;  a  sailor  was 
.also  mortally  wounded.  Irregular  firing  now  com- 
menced, and  the  sentries  at  other  points  of  the  line 
also  giving  the  alarm,  some  firing — which  was  fortu- 
nately put  a  stop  to  in  time — ^had  nearly  caused  con- 
siderable confusion,  to  which  the  increasing  consterna- 
tion of  the  servants  and  few  camp-followers  would  have 
materially  added.     Two  hours  after  this  disturbance 
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the  bamboo  flooring  of  one  of  the  houses  Occupied 
hj  the  followers  faUing  in,  caused  great  alarm ;  the 
troops  of  course,  without  inquiring  into  the  cause, 
stood  to  their  arms  and  behaved  steadily.  The 
steamer  returned  during  the  night  with  Captain 
Benaud^s  party,  their  detention  having  been  caused 
by  the  Mahanuddy  unfortunately  grounding.  The 
troops  were  landed  early  in  the  morning,  and  by 
7  A.  M.  the  whole  force  advanced  in  the  following 
order: — Two  ship  guns  dragged  by  sailors  of  the 
Boyal  Navy,  under  Captain  ShadweU,  B.  N. ;  250 
Madras  Fusiliers  under  Captain  Benaud  ;  150  Ben* 
gal  Fusiliers  under  Major  Garrard,  and  300  Sikhs 
under  Major  Armstrong,  formed  the  advance  of  700 
men,— General  Godwin  commanding,  with  Brigadier 
Dickenson.  Two  hundred  of  the  10th  B.  N.  I. 
under  Captain  Monro ;  450  Bengal  Fusiliers  under 
Colonel  Tudor,— 650  men — formed  the  reserve  under 
Brigadier-General  Steel,  C.  B.  The  force  moved  off, 
marching  away  from  the  river  so  as  to  avoid  Seedee; 
and  on  nearing  a  small  village  came  upon  the  high 
road  leading  to  the  S.  W.  gateway  of  the  mound  or 
old  wall  round  the  ancient  city  of  Pegu.  In  the  out- 
skirts of  the  village  about  300  of  the  enemy  were 
posted,  and  on  the  plain  about  100  Cassay  horse. 
On  the  approach  of  our  advanced  troops  the  enemy 
cheered  and  came  on  towards  us,  their  infantry  flanked 
by  their  cavalry.  Our  skirmishers  pushed  on  answer- 
ing their  cheers ;  firing  commenced,  and  the  Bur- 
mese retired,  the  infantry  into  the  jungle  in  our 
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front,  the  cavalry  keeping  to  the  plain  on  our  flank. 
As  the  head  of  the  column  was  entering  the  jungle 
near  the  S.  W.  angle  of  the  mound,  a  short  halt 
took  place ;  the  guides  had  evidently  been  leading 
the  column  in  the  wrong  direction  for  that  point. 
Counsel  was  now  taken  of  an  excellent  guide  in  Gq>- 
tain  Renaud's  service,  who  having  urgently  repre- 
sented that  the  defences  at  the  west  point  were  paj> 
ticularly  strong — as  was  subsequently  seen — and 
that  the  proper  way,  which  he  offered  to  show,  was 
by  the  east  side,  he  was  at  once  directed  to  lead  the 
column.  The  force  continued  its  march,  and  after 
a  very  fatiguing  moming^s  work  reached  the  gateway 
in  the  eastern  bund.*  Here  the  head  of  the  column 
first  came  in  contact  with  the  enemy.  Captain 
Benaud's  party  quickly  pushed  over  the  bund.  The 
Burmese  came  down  through  the  jungle  on  the 
flanks  of  the  column,  and  opened  fire  on  the  reserve; 
their  fire  was  speedily  answered,  and  they  were  com- 
pelled to  retire.  AH  then  pushed  forward  and  got 
within  the  bund.  Firing  had,  up  to  the  time  of  the 
column  entering  the  bund,  been  heard  near  the 
Pagoda.  Telescopes  were  now  in  requisition,  but 
nothing  could  be  seen  of  the  garrison.  A  man  i?i[as 
at  last  discovered  on  the  Pagoda,  he  was  made  out  to 
be  a  Burmese  soldier;  he  was  inmiediately  afterwards 
declared  to  be  a  Madras  Lascar.  General  Godwin, 
who  had  been  in  a  state  of  intense  anxiety,  was  at 

*  An  artificial  mound  of  earth. 
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onoe  relieved.  The  force  now  pushed  on  to  the  east 
gateway  of  the  Pagoda ;  and  it  was  not  antil  a  very 
short  distance  from  it  that  we  observed  the  garrison, 
and  then  learned  that  the  line  of  bund  and  old  Pa- 
godas from  which  it  was  commanded,  had  been  occu- 
pied by  the  Buimese  until  within  a  few  minutes  of  our 
entering  the  fortress,  that  we  had  taken  them  in  re- 
verse, and  that  had  we  been  aware  of  it,  by  detach- 
ing a  party  to  our  right  on  entering  the  first  bund, 
we  might  have  cut  many,  if  not  all  off.  The  troops 
were  now  "  dead-beat  ;^  and  quietly  rising  with  ter- 
rific glow,  shone  forth  the  fierce  Burmese  sun — than 
which  the  heat  is  not  more  intense,  except  per- 
haps occasionally  in  China.  Few  out  of  the  whole 
force  were  equal  to  more  exertion  during  the  heat  of 
that  day.  It  had  been  a  long  and  fatiguing  march, 
but  not  yet  was  there  to  bo  a  rest  of  any  duration. 
All  the  troops  crowded  into  the  Pagoda  and  com- 
pletely covered  its  area.  Then  commenced  cordial 
greetings  of  welcome;  tales  of  adventure  experienced 
within  the  last  few  days ;  and  the  frequent  remark  of 
the  soldier  to  his  comrade  on  the  care-worn  and  fag- 
ged appearance  of  some  of  the  relieved.  The  men 
were  Ij-ing  about  taking  their  rest  when  about " 
4  P.  M.  a  fire  was  opened  upon  them  from  the  old 
commanding  ground  which  the  enemy  had  again  oc- 
cupied ;  in  a  few  minutes  several  men  were  hit,  and 
it  became  necessary  to  dislodge  and  drive  them  out 
of  the  defences  along  the  river  bank,  and  south  and 
west  facesof  the  bund.  These  senices  were  performed 
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in  a  very  brilliant  manner  by  the  troops  employed ; 
and  this  being  the  first  time  we  had  an  opportonity 
of  beholding  the  Sikhs  acting  by  themselves,  their 
progress  was  attentively  observed.  Nothing  oonld 
have  exceeded  their  enthusiasm,  and  their  forward 
propensities  are  beyond  a  donbt.  They  advanced 
steadily  and  coolly  across  a  piece  of  open  ground  fully 
exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  Burmese,  who,  posted  on 
the  mound,  were  completely  covered  by  the  jungle ; 
they  pushed  on  however  without  answering  the  fire, 
and  when  sufficiently  near  ran  in  on  the  enemy  and 
gallantly  drove  them  from  their  position.  The  same 
men  whose  bravery  had  given  Lords  Hardinge  and 
Gough  their  peerages,  who  had  proved  themselves 
to  be  one  of  the  most  formidable  foes  the  Britidi 
ever  had  to  encounter  in  India,  were  now  nobly  acting 
on  our  side  in  defence  of  order  and  a  just  govern- 
ment, 3,000  miles  from  the  land  of  their  birth,  fhmi 
the  land  where  the  pride  of  the  Khalsa  army  but 
yesterday  became  mutinous,  disorganised,  and  fallen! 
The  Bengal  Fusiliers  had  been  directed  to  clear 
the  works  to  the  south  and  west,  which  they  soon 
did  in  an  effective  style,  destroying  the  stockades 
and  defences,  out  of  which  they  expelled  the  enemy. 
All  the  troops  returned  after  dusk  to  the  Pagoda, 
well  tired  out ;  they  slept  under  what  cover  they 
could  get;  many  being  without  great-coats  suflered 
much  during  the  night  from  the  cold  damp  and  dew, 
which  no  doubt  laid  the  foundation  of  much  of  the 
subsequent  sickness  and  mortality. 
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Erom  what  we  saw  of  the  Gassay  horse,  and  the 
activity  of  the  enemy  in  evading  us  on  the  plain,  we 
ail  looked  forward  to  the  arrival  of  Oolonel  Sturf's 
land  eolumn,*  with  a  portion  of  Burgoyne's  Troop  of 
Madras  Horse  Artfllery,  Sappers,  Bamghur  GavaJry, 
and  87th  Bengal  Native  Infantry;  feeling  assured  the 
mounted  men  would  give  a  good  account  of  the 
ennning  Burmese  soldiery  on  the  plains  over  which 
they  had  to  pass  to  reach  Sho^Gyne  or  Sitang;  and 
nuMPe  particularly  on  the  following  morning  when  the 
whole  Burmese  army  of  about  9000  or  10,000  men 
were  observed  from  the  Pagoda  taking  up  a  posi- 
tion and  entrenching  themselves  on  the  plains  about 
the  village  of  Kully,  between  four  and  five  miles  dis« 
tant,  on  the  Sho^Gyne  road. 

It  was  now  but  natural  to  believe  that  General 
Godwin  would  not  venture  an  attack  upon  the 
enemy  in  such  force  without  aid  from  the  ex- 
pecsted  land  column  in  the  shape  of  cavalry  and  ar- 
tillery. In  the  first  place  he  could  have  no  guns 
with  him,  for  he  had  "  no  means  of  drawing  them ;'' 
and  in  the  second,  without  cavalry,  in  any  fortunate 
movement  made  by  our  infantry,  he  had  not  the 
means  of  following  up  and  cutting  off  the  enemy. 
But  no  doubt  the  General's  presence  was  urgently 
required  at  Prome.  To  him  time  was  everything. 
He  would  not  be  content  with  the  glorious  achieve- 
ment of  having  relieved  Pegu,  but  he  was  determined 

*  Of  some  700  men,  which  General  Godwin  had  dispatched  to 
oo-«p«raie  with  hit  other  force. 
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also  to  fi^ee  that  gaiTiflon  firom  the  near  pootion  of  the 
Bnrmefle  Army!  It  ia  diffieuk  to  say  whether 
others  similariy  situated  would  not  haTe  been  inclined 
to  act  likewise;  but  we  think  that  the  majority, 
under  the  circumstances,  would  haTe  waited  for  the 
land-column.  As  to  time,  there  was  Brigadier-General 
Steel,  a  distinguished  Gompany'^s  Officer,  who  could 
have  waited  to  disperse  the  enemy  with  eflPect,  while 
the  Senior  General  was  steaming  to  Bangoon  or  to 
Prome,  ready  to  gain  any  amount  of  glory  that  mi^t 
be  in  store  for  him.     But  it  was  ordained  otherwise. 

On  the  15th  orders  were  issued  for  the  force  to 
march  on  the  foUowing  morning.  During  the  day 
this  was  countermanded,  in  consequence  of  the  com- 
missariat supplies  not  being  brought  up.  The  Bur- 
mese were  still  observed  entrenching  themselves 
about  the  village  of  Kully,  and  showed  no  intention 
of  retiring. 

On  the  16th  nothing  was  heard  from  Colonel  Sturt^s 
column.  According  to  orders  issued  on  that  day  the 
force — composed  of  570  Bengal  Fusiliers,  182  10th 
B.  N.  I.,  330  Sikhs,  150  Madras  Fusiliers,  and  30  Sap- 
pers ;  total,  1230  men — was  warned  to  be  prepared 
to  move  on  the  following  morning.  The  men  were 
directed  to  carry  their  great-coats,  and  one  day^s 
cooked  provisions  in  their  haversacks.  A  memo- 
randum was  also  required  from  Commandants  of 
Corps  of  the  positive  requirements  of  their  men  in 
the  way  of  shirts  and  trowsers,  with  a  view  to  their 
being  procured   from  Rangoon;   men  and  Officers 
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haying  left  Rangoon  for  this  service  with  the  least 
possible  quantity  of  clothing.  None  of  the  oflScers 
bad  horses,  Qenerals  Grodwin  and  Steel  excepted ; 
and  the  rations  for  the  force  were  carried  on  in 
carts  drawn  by  buffitloes. 

The  force  moved  out  of  the  Pagoda,  foUowing 
Gaptain  Latter^s  guides.  We  wound  slowly  through 
the  jungle  to  the  north  of  Pegu,  and  emerged  on 
the  plain  about  half-past  9  a.  m.  So  little  were  the 
enemy  expecting  us  that  the  garrison  of  Pegu  saw 
from  the  Pagoda  their  elephants  feeding  in  the  jungle 
near  us,  and  had  we  been  aware  of  it  we  might  have 
captured  them  all.  On  our  column  reaching  the  plain 
signal  guns  were  fired  from  the  enemy's  lines,  evi- 
dently to  collect  their  people.  On  reconnoitring  their 
position,  it  appeared  to  be  three  lines  of  entrench- 
ments, the  right  on  the  river,  and  extending  across 
the  Sho^Gyne  road,  far  into  the  plain ;  on  the  left 
of  the  road,  which  was  the  centre  of  their  position, 
ran  a  jungly  nullah,  which  we  subsequently  found 
had  been  so  spiked  and  entrenched  that  had  we 
advanced  by  that  route  our  loss  would  have  been 
very  considerable  from  a  foe  who  outmarched  us 
and  fought  under  cover.  Greneral  Godwin  deter- 
mined to  turn  the  left  of  their  position,  and  moved 
to  the  right.  The  Cassay  horse  approached  and 
kept  pace  with  our  column,  moving  on  our  right 
flank.  After  the  force  had  turned  the  left  of  the  first 
line  of  entrenchments  it  was  halted,  and  dispositions 
made  for  attacking  in  two  columns ;  one — the  left — 
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under  General  Steel,  the  other  under  General  Gtkl- 
win.  The  left  column  was  soon  in  its  place,  im- 
patiently waiting  the  signal  to  advance;  it  was 
not  given;  the  enemy  were  seen  moving  in  huge 
masses  from  their  left,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  some 
that  had  the  left  column  been  permitted  it  oould  have 
out  them  off.  An  Aide-de-Gamp  was  sent  off  to 
General  (Godwin  to  inform  him  of  what  was  going 
on  in  front,  and  returned  with  an  order  that  the 
attack  of  the  left  column  was  not  to  take  place,  but 
vi^as  to  stand  firm  and  cover  his  flank  when  he 
attacked.  At  this  order  considerable  disappoint- 
ment was  felt  by  the  left  colunm.  General  Sted 
rode  back  to  join  our  Chief  on  the  right ;  and  Major 
Seaton,  of  the  1st  Bengal  Fusiliers,  and  his  men, 
had  to  remain  inactive,  seeing  an  enemy  they  could 
by  a  rapid  dash  get  in  among  and  severely  punish, 
walk  leisurely  off.  When  the  advance  by  Greneral 
Godwin  at  last  took  place,  the  enemy  were  in  full 
retreat;  a  few  only  remained  on  our  front;  and 
although  the  attacking  party,  European  and  Native, 
more  particularly. the  Sikhs,  were  exceedingly  for- 
ward and  energetic,  our  men  were  never  able  to 
approach  sufficiently  near  to  do  the  execution  they 
would  have  done  had  they  been  permitted  to  attack 
at  the  proper  time.  While  the  column  was  thus 
halted  the  Cassay  horse  on  our  right  were  em- 
boldened to  make  a  charge.  They  rode  down 
with  some  spirit,  but  none  of  our  infantry  Field 
Officers    being   mounted    they  had    not  sufficient 
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commaad  over  their  men,  some  of  whom  in  the 
hnny  and  excitement  fired  too  soon,  and  were 
followed  by  the  rest  of  the  line;  a  few  saddles 
only  were  emptied,  and  the  Gassay  horse  got  out  of 
shot  at  the  quickest  possible  pace.  The  Burmese 
retreated  by  the  Sho^Gyne  road,  and  the  column 
was  halted  in  a  tope  of  trees  which  had  formed 
their  head-quarters.  After  more  than  an  hour^s 
halt  the  men  stood  to  their  arms,  and  formed  upon 
a  road  leading  nearly  west.  Hopes  were  now  enter- 
tained of  again  speedily  beholding  the  enemy.  Al- 
though not  a  vestige  or  trace  of  any  number  of  men 
was  observed  along  the  road,  yet  on  the  repeated 
assurance  of  the  guides  the  march  in  that  direction 
unfortunately  was  persisted  in,  which  ended  in  our 
reaching  the  village  of  Lephandoon  before  sunset. 
With  the  exception  of  a  broken  down  buffalo  cart 
and  an  old  woman — ^thore  are  no  patriots  in  Burmah 
so  staunch  as  the  old  women,  come  friend  or  foe — 
the  post  was  found  abandoned.  The  old  woman 
stated  in  a  lively  manner  that  the  enemy  had  not 
been  there  that  day.  General  Godwin,  it  is  said, 
expressed  his  extreme  displeasure  at  the  conduct  of 
the  guides.  Many  now  thought  that  instead  of 
halting  in  the  tope  the  enemy  should  have  been  at 
once  followed  up  along  the  Sho^Gyne  road ;  as  the 
men  had  not  marched  far,  and  their  blood  was  up, 
they  could  have  kept  up  a  hot  pursuit  for  many 
miles,  and  perhaps,  although  unaided  by  cavalry, 
they  would  have  captured  some  guns  and  baggage, 
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also  carts  and  other  carriage,  which  we  much 
required.  The  guides  on  this  occasion  seemed  to 
have  taken  us  off  the  proper  line  of  pursuit,  which 
was  the  more  provoking  when  it  was  considered 
that  they  were  under  the  charge  of  one  who  pos- 
sessed a  vast  knowledge  of  the  Burmese  language 
and  character. 

For  the  night  the  force  occupied  the  houses  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  river  at  Lephandoon,  and  after 
sunrise  on  the  18th  moved  off  in  a  north-easterly 
direction.  After  proceeding  some  distance  we  came 
upon  the  Sho^Gyne  road,  about  two  miles  north 
of  the  tope  where  we  had  unfortunately  halted  the 
day  before,  and  proceeded  along  it.  Every  yard 
showed  the  traces  of  a  multitude  having  crowded 
along  it  in  great  confusion.  The  road  was  narrow, 
through  thick  grass  and  paddy,  and  in  some  places 
tall  elephant  grass,  all  sufficiently  tliick  to  impede  the 
march  of  infantry  except  on  the  road.  Approach- 
ing the  village  of  Montsanganoo  there  was  a  thick 
belt  of  jungle,  but  it  was  found  unoccupied.  The 
force  passed  through  it  and  found  shelter  in  huts 
and  sheds.  A  vast  plain  extended  to  the  front  and 
our  right.  The  guides  declared  that  the  enemy  had 
pushed  on,  and  were  at  least  twenty  miles  off. 
Under  such  belief  all  ranks  got  under  such  cover  as 
the  place  afforded,  and  it  was  determined  to  return 
on  the  following  day  to  Pegu  Lemen.  About  one 
o'clock  P.M.  it  was  reported  that  two  of  the  Cassay 
horse  had  appeared  in  front  of  the  position  oocupied 
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by  the  detachment  of  the  Madras  Fusiliers.  A 
Staff  and  two  other  oflScers,  accompanied  by  two 
men,  went  out  along  the  northern  road  to  recon- 
noitre and  the  Burmese  being  within  long  rifle 
range,  two  shots  from  a  Mini6  were  fired  at  them, 
the  first  at  about  460  yards,  went  sufficiently  close 
to  one  to  make  him  bow  his  head,  another  at 
about  double  the  distance  also  fell  close.  The 
horsemen  making  off  at  their  utmost  speed,  the 
party  moved  on  to  a  wooden  bridge,  from  which 
they  had  retired,  and  where  a  better  view  of  the 
country  in  our  front  was  expected.  From  this 
nothing  could  at  the  time  be  seen  except  a  village 
and  some  largo  houses  to  our  left,  some  Poonghee 
houses  on  the  road,  about  a  mile  in  advance  of  the 
bridge,  and  a  large  village  some  distance  to  the 
right ;  in  many  places  it  was  thought  a  line  of 
newly  turned  up  earth  could  be  distinguished,  as  if 
extending  from  the  houses  on  the  road,  on  both  sides, 
towards  the  villages  on  the  right  and  left.  Not  a 
Sowar  was  to  be  seen  except  the  two  horsemen 
above  noticed,  who  observing  the  party  stationary 
at  the  bridge,  began  to  approach  slowly.  It  was  at 
this  time  that  Captain  Travers,  General  Steel's  Aide- 
de-Gamp,  rode  up  on  his  brave  little  Arab  Selim,  and 
galloping  past  the  party,  the  Cassay  horse  wheeled 
about.  The  gallant  Aide-de-Camp  dashed  on  after 
them,  and  had  gained  within  100  yards  of  the  last, 
when  many  more  men  suddenly  rode  out  to  meet 
him,  and  numbers  of  the  enemy  showing  themselves 


134  THX  6B00SD  VCBMEME  WAA. 

aboat  the  hofuea,  the  energetie  Captain  waa  oom- 
pelled  to  poll  up.  Aa  he  walked  qnietly  back,  the 
Burmeee  horaemen  foUowingatarespeetfiildiataiioe, 
the  whole  extent,  from  Tillage  to  Tillage,  became 
aliTC  with  men.  A  long  line  roee  up  from  their 
entrenchments,  where  fhejr  had  been  lying  oon* 
cealed,  and  the  hoosee  and  villages  were  soon  filled. 
A  peremptory  order  at  this  time  arrived  for  the 
party  to  return  to  their  lines,  upon  which  our 
opponents  feU  back  on  theirs.  The  presence  of  the 
whole  enemy  within  two  miles  of  his  head-quarters 
thus  by  chance  became  known  to  Greneral  Godwin 
from  the  unauthorised  act  of  two  or  three  officers  and 
men  going  out  beyond  the  outposts  to  reconnoitre. 
The  position  occupied  by  the  British  was  better 
adapted  for  affording  shelter  to  the  troops  than  for 
defence ;  a  few  huts  on  the  right,  a  shady  tope,  and 
some  sheds  on  the  left ;  the  rear  close  on  a  jungle, 
and  a  nullah  which  turned  up  round  our  left  flank 
and  extended  nearly  to  the  right  centre  of  the 
enemy's  position,  would  have  enabled  him  at  any 
time,  day  or  night,  to  have  brought  his  whole  force 
unperceived  into  our  rear  and  left  flanks,  and  to 
have  occupied  the  thick  jungle  within  half-musket 
shot  of  us.  There  was  certainly  something  wrong 
in  the  present  state  of  afiairs.  The  guides  asserted 
that  it  was  all  a  mistake,  there  was  no  enemy 
near.  However,  an  old  ruined  pagoda  in  the  jun^e, 
in  rear  of  our  head-quarters,  and  which  had  been 
used  by  the  Burmese  as  a  look-out,  enabled  others 


.   PUBSniT  OF  THE  ENEMY.  135 

to  066  them  as  they  had  been  reported;  and  a 
body  of  their  infantry  moving  down  into  the  belt 
of  juigle  in  front  of  their  right  centre,,  an  officer 
with  a  small  party  again  went  towards  the  bridge 
to  reoonnoitre,  when  the  enemy  attempted  to  cut 
off  their  retreat.  More  of  their  troops  pushed 
forward;  but  our  party  was  brought  slowly  back, 
keeping  clear  of  the  jungle  which  was  now  occupied 
by  our  adversaries,  and  bringing  down,  following 
tiiem  at  a  respectable  distance,  considerable  numbers 
of  their  infantry,  with  a  few  horse.  The  bugles 
in  camp  now  sounded ;  the  men  stood  to  their 
arms  in  a  few  minutes,  and  the  force  moved  on 
to  meet  the  foe,  who  on  seeing  our  troops  advance 
fell  gradually  back  on  his  entrenchments,  our  skir- 
mishers dislod^ng  those  who  had  entered  the  belt 
of  jungle  on  our  left.  After  crossing  the  bridge 
two  columns  of  attack  were  formed ;  the  right  in- 
tended for  General  Godwin,  the  left  given  to  Gene- 
ral Steel.  The  right  had  some  little  farther  dis- 
tance to  march;  General  Godwin  did  not  accom- 
pany it,  and  the  next  senior  officer  lost  no  time 
in  getting  into  motion.  The  left  column  was  halted 
and  held  back  by  General  Gtodwin'^s  personal  order. 
Thus  in  the  opinion  of  some  was  a  chance  of 
fairly  and  successfully  closing  with  the  enemy  lost, 
who,  as  on  the  previous  day,  retreated  slowly  and 
surely.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  a  steady 
active  advance  would  have  brought  our  troops  into 
action,   but  apparently  General   Godwin  was  not 
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desiroiis  of  riskiiig  guch  a  contact.  The  aldrmisheni 
of  the  left  column  only  were  engaged;  the  right 
carried  the  village  on  Uie  enemy^s  left.  Night 
closed  in,  and  the  force  marched  back  to  their 
former  ground,  where  they  found  that  the  sheds  they 
had  protected  themselves  in  during  the  day  had  been 
set  fire  to.  The  foUowing  morning  we  left  Mont- 
sanganoo  after  sunrise,  and  reached  Pegu  about  one 
o'clock  P.M. 

The  operations  on  the  17th  and  18th  showed 
that  had  Colonel  Sturt's  column  been  waited  for  the 
army  of  the  enemy  would  in  all  probability  have 
been  entirely  destroyed.  No  country  could  have 
been  more  favourable  for  cavalry,  and  the  few 
patches  of  jungle  their  infantry  might  have  found 
refuge  in  could  have  been  cleared  by  our  own.  But 
between  Kully  and  Montsanganoo  there  was  a  suffi- 
cient space  of  open  ground  for  the  destruction  of 
the  force.  A  blow  might  have  been  struck  at 
Kully  on  the  18th  or  19th  which  would  have  para- 
lysed them  with  terror,  and  compelled  them  to 
submit  to  our  power;  and  from  the  carriage  the 
enemy ''s  camp  would  have  supplied,  a  rapid  move- 
ment on  Sho^-Gyne  would  have  obtained  us  posses- 
sion of  that  town,  and  the  almost  certain  annihila- 
tion of  that  boasting  Burmese  army.  It  is  a  humane 
wish  to  be  lenient  with  the  actions  of  men.  We 
must  narrate  however  that  this  grand  opportunity 
was  lost  by  not  waiting  for  a  most  efficient  column 
which  marched  from  and  back  to  Bangoon  without 
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onee  coming  into  action.*  The  exposure  and  fatigae 
the  troops  underwent  on  the  17th  and  18th  caused 
much  sickness  from  cholera;  the  Bengal  Fusiliers 
in  a  few  days  lost  upwards  of  20  men.  The  natives 
also  suflPered  considerably.  Greneral  Godwin,  as  is 
ever  the  case,  shewed  the  greatest  coolness  under 
fire,  and  an  entire  disregard  of  self;  and  nothing 
could  have  been  better  than  the  relief  of  Pegu  and 
the  plans  of  attack  on  the  17th  and  18th.  These 
were  admirably  conducted  until  it  came  to  the 
moment  for  acting,  when  it  appeared  as  if  the 
veteran  Chief  lacked  decision,  and  seemed  to  be 
unconscious  of  the  enemy  passing  away  before 
him.  Whatever  may  have  been  Greneral  Godwin'^s 
motives  for  not  attacking  his  enemy  with  vigour 
on  the  17th  and  18th — and  he  had  shown  him- 
self quite  capable  of  vigorous  and  successful  attacks 
even  during  the  Second  Burmese  War — whatever 
may  have  been ,  his  motives  for  not  waiting  for 
Colonel  Sturfs  column,  or  leaving  General  Steel  to 
follow  up  the  enemy  when  the  Horse  Artillery 
and  Cavalry  arrived — he  relieved  Pegu  and  turned 
the  enemy's  position  on  the  17th  with  little  or  no 
loss  to  his  own  troops. 

The  three  days'*  work  on  the  14th,  17th,  and  18th 
of  December  tried  the  stoutest  and  hardiest  of  the 
force.  Some  old  campaigners  declared  the  "  Pun- 
jaub ""  was  a  joke  to  it  as  far  as  fatigue  went.    None 

•  Seo  Colonel  Stort's  Despatch,  dated  Pegu,  December  19, 
1852,  Appendix  No.  VIII. 
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potarr  im  ■■iiu  to  wBow  id  ikar  patdng  theouidvei 
m  a  perfect  rtate  of  defeoee.*  The  Britidi  Com- 
■wnfifTJn  hii  I>pniatrh  bettoved  no  small  share  of 
fcaue  OB  the  ofieen  and  men  employed  in  the 
hannfing  and  ardnoos  daties  we  have  just  been 
reiatiiig;  and  neaieaanred  that  nerer  nas  praise 
better  deeeried.  Bot  leaving  the  Deepatcfa  for  the 
Appendix,  we  AaR  here  grre  the  General  Order 
issaed  by  General  (^odwin  in  honour  of  Major  HilTs 
gallant  defence  of  Pegu : — *'  Major-General  Grodwin 
is  meet  proad  to  express  his  admiration  of  the  noble 
defence  of  the  Pego  Pagoda  (against  a  host  of 
enemies)  made  by  Major  Hill  and  the  brave  handful 
of  Officers  and  Soldiers  under  his  command  for  so 
many  days  and  anxious  nights,  cut  off  as  they  were 
from  the  succour  of  their  comrades  by  the  works 
of  the  enemy  on  the  river  as  weU  as  by  the  dis- 
tant communication  with  the  head-quarters  of  the 
army.     It  is  a  fine  example  to  this  army  of  what 

*  AmoantiDg  now  to  some  700  men,  iocladiug  450  Europeans. 
On  the  31  St  inst  a  detachment  of  the  19th  M.  N.  I.  marched  op 
to  the  Pegu  Pagoda;  it  consisted  of  250  men,  and  was  sent  to 
relievo  the  detachment  of  5th  M.N.I,  ordered  to  Rangoon. 
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bra?ery  under  the  direction  of  cool  courage  can  do, 
giTing,  as  Major  Hill  has  done,  confidence  to  all, 
by  which  alone  the  Pegu  garrison  has  gained  so 
much  honor."*^ 

[Dated  Pegu,  17ih  December  1852.] 
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CHAPTER  X. 


THE  PBOOLAMATION. 


The  Land  Column  under  Colonel  Sturt  had  left 
Rangoon  on  the  ISth  of  December.  Attacks  on  the 
great  fortress  had  been  openly  spoken  of;  but 
Brigadier  Duke  had  taken  every  precaution.  It 
certainly  was  an  excellent  opportunity  for  the  Bur- 
mese to  commit  some  daring  act ;  for  never  before 
had  Rangoon  been  so  denuded  of  troops.  Any 
attempt  on  the  citadel  itself  would  have  met  with  a 
repulse  rarely  equalled  for  its  terrible  effects.  The 
artillery  was  all  in  capital  position — a  gun  at  every 
vulnerable  point  on  the  terraces  of  the  Pagoda — a 
24>pounder  howitzer  ready  to  sweep  the  north  steps, 
where  it  was  said  a  rush  might  be  made  to  regain 
possession  of  Gbudama's  most  famous  temple.  We 
may  be  said  to  have  prevented  an  attack  by  being 
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ready  for  it.  And  we  trust  that  our  native  land 
will  be  the  same  should  danger  ever  threaten  her, 
not  only  to  repel,  but  to  repel  with  vigour,  and 
annihilate  presumptuous  power  ! 

About  the  middle  of  the  month  Captain  Phayre,  who 
had  been  appointed  Commissioner  of  Pegu,  arrived 
at  Rangoon  with  the  Govemor-GteneraPs  Proclama- 
tion annexing  Pegu  to  the  British  territories  in  the 
East.  This  act  had  been  forced  on  the  Government 
of  India.  A  Second  Burmese  War,  it  is  useless  to 
repeat,  was  in  the  last  degree  repugnant  to  the  feel- 
iDgs  of  that  Government.  Lord  Dalhousie  did 
everything  that  man  could  do  to  avoid  it.  He  wished 
no  addition  to  our  territories  ;  but  the  force  of  cir- 
cumstances willed  it,  as  they  have  done  since  the 
days  of  Clive,  and  as  they  will  do  till  the  end  of  time 
or  England'^s  glory.  "  We  cannot  stop  here !  ^  said 
Clive  on  the  plains  of  Bengal.  Why  should  we  stop 
"here"  if  Providence  means  us  to  go  there  f  Seventy 
years  ago  when  they  talked  of  schemes  of  conquest 
in  India,  and  the  British  Senate  declared  that  the 
pursuit  of  them  was  "  contrary  to  the  wish,  policy, 
and  interest  of  the  British  Nation,^'  the  zealous 
speakers  little  knew  how  the  force  of  circumstances 
would  produce  much  rightful  conquest,  ending  even 
in  the  annexation  of  such  kingdoms  as  the  Punjaub, 
Scmde,'and  Pegu. 

The  following  is  the  Proclamation,  so  exactly 
adapted  to  ^^  the  meridian  of  Ava,  and  to  the  compre- 
hension of  its  subjects  -^ — 
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NOTIFICATION. 

Fort-WilKam,  Farei^  DeparimeiUy 
the  SOtk  December  1852. 

The  Most  Noble  the  Governor-General  in  Gonncfl 
is  pleased  to  direct  that  the  following  Proclamation, 
whereby  the  Province  of  Pegu  has  been  declared  to 
be  a  portion  of  the  British  Territories  in  the  East, 
shall  be  published  for  general  information. 

His  Lordship  in  Council  directs  that  in  honor  of 
this  event,  a  Boyal  Salute  shall  be  fired  at  every 
principal  Station  of  the  Army  in  the  sevend  Pre- 
sidencies of  India. 

By  Order  of  the  Most  Noble  the  Governor-Gene- 
ral of  India  in  Council, 

C.  Allen, 
Officiating  Secretary  to  the  Government  0/ India. 

PROCLAMATION. 

The  Court  of  Ava  having  refused  to  make 
amends  for  the  injuries  and  insults  which  British 
subjects  had  suffered  at  the  hands  of  its  servants, 
the  Govemor^Gteneral  of  India  in  Council  resolved 
to  exact  reparation  by  force  of  arms. 

The  Forts  and  Cities  upon  the  coast  were  forth- 
with attacked  and  captured ;  the  Burmese  forces 
have  been  dispersed  wherever  they  have  been  met ; 
and  the  Province  of  Pegu  is  now  in  the  occupation 
of  British  troops. 
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The  just  and  moderate  demands  of  the  Grovem- 
ment  of  India  have  been  rejected  by  the  King ;  the 
ample  opportunity  that  has  been  afforded  him  for 
repairing  the  injury  that  was  done  has  been  dis- 
r^arded;  and  the  timely  submission  which  alone 
eould  have  been  effectual  to  prevent  the  dismember- 
ment of  his  kingdom,  is  still  withheld. 

Wherefore,  in  compensation  for  the  past,  and  for 
better  security  in  the  future,  the  Gk)vemor-General 
in  Council  has  resolved,  and  hereby  Proclaims,  that 
the  IVovince  of  Pegu  is  now,  and  shall  be  hence- 
forth a  portion  of  the  British  territories  in  the  East. 

Such  Burman  troops  as  may  still  remain  within 
the  Province  shall  be  driven  out ;  Civil  Government 
shall  immediately  be  established  ;  and  Officers  shall 
be  appointed  to  administer  the  affairs  of  the  several 
districts. 

The  Governor-General  in  Council  hereby  calls  on 
the  inhabitants  of  Pegu  to  submit  themselves  to  the 
authority,  and  to  confide  securely  in  the  protection 
of  the  British  Government ;  whose  power  they^ave 
seen  to  be  irresistible,  and  whose  rule  is  marked  by 
justice  and  beneficence. 

The  Governor-General  in  Council  having  exacted 
the  reparation  he  deems  sufficient,  desires  no  fur- 
ther conquest  in  Burmah,  and  is  willing  to  consent 
that  hostilities  should  cease. 

But  if  the  King  of  Ava  shall  fail  to  renew  his 
former  relations  of  friendship  with  the  British 
Government,  and  if  he  shall  recklessly  seek  to  dis- 
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pate  its  quiet  poMesrion  of  the  Proraioe  it  has  now 
declared  to  be  its  own,  the  CK>Temor-General  in  Coun- 
cil will  again  put  forth  the  power  he  holds,  and  will 
visit  with  full  retribution  aggressions  which,  if  they 
be  persisted  in,  must  of  necessity  tead  to  the  total 
subversion  of  the  Burman  State,  and  to  the  ruin 
and  exile  of  the  King  and  his  race. 

By  Order  of  the  Most  Noble  the  CK>vemor-Gene- 
ral  of  India  in  Council, 

C.  Allen, 
Officiating  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India. 
2ath  December  1852. 

ORDERS  BY  THE  GOVEBNOBrGENERAL 
IN  COUNCIL. 
Foreign  Department ^  Fort-WiUiam^ 
the  tiQth  December  1852. 
The  Most  Noble  the  Govemor-Gteneral  in  Council 
is  pleased  to  make  the  following  appointments : — 

Lieutenant-Colonel  A.  Bogle  to  be  Commissioner 
of  the  Tenasserim  and  Martaban  Provinces. 

Captain  H.  T.  Berdmore,  Madras  Artillery,  to  be 
Deputy  Commissioner  in  the  Province  of  Martaban. 
Lieutenant  D.  A.  Chase,  64th  N.  L,  to  be  Assist- 
ant ditto. 

Captain  A.  P.  Phayre  to  be  Commissioner  of  the 
Province  of  Pegu.  * 

*  Consequent  on  this  appointment  Captain  Hopkinson  mio- 
ceeded  to  Arracan. 
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Deputy  C(mmis9umer8. 

Captam  T.  P.  Sparks,  7th  M.N. I.,  at  Rangoon. 

Lieutenant  A.  Fytche,  70th  N.L,  at  Baesein. 

Captain  T.  Latter,  e7th  N.I.,  at  Prome. 

Captain  J.  Smith,  13th  M.N. I.,  at  Sarawah. 

Lieutenant  B.  D.  Ardagh,  Magistrate  of  the  Town 
of  Rangoon. 

Lieutenant  E.  J.  Spilsbury,  67th  N.I.,  Assistant 
ditto. 

AssistafU  Commissioners. 

Lieutenant  G.  D.  Grant,  11th  M.N.L,  at  Bassein. 

Lieutenant  G.  Dangerfield,  Madras  Artillery,  at 
Sarawah. 

Lieutenant  J.  S.  Baird,  Madras  Artillery,at  Prome. 

Dr  J.  McClelland  to  be  Officiating  Superintendent 
of  Forests,  Pegu. 

Mr  R.  S.  Edwards,  Collector  of  Customs,  Prome. 

Mr  T.  J.  Fallon,  Collector  of  Sea  Customs, 
Bassein.  C.  Allen, 

Officiating  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India, 

At  Rangoon,  on  the  morning  of  the  20th,  the 
annexation  of  Pegu  was  proclaimed  on  board  H.M's. 
Ship  FoXj  amid  the  roaring  of  cannon  from  the 
navy.  On  the  21st  it  was  proclaimed  to  the  army, 
and  a  grand  parade  was  ordered  for  the  occasion. 
The  Proclamation  was  read  to  the  troops  in  the 
various  languages  in  the  presence  of  Captain  Phayre, 
a  detachment  of  Horse  Artillery  on  the  right  firing 
a  Royal   Salute.      Brigadier  Duke  then   marched 
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ihsr  uvnfB  iiaai&.  'vJiui  WMAhBrsliite  wm  find  Craoi 
ApigyBrSHnwrfAe^it  P^goiiL    PcKa  1 


-Tilt  PrTriiiwik«r  ^tnte  the  #Warf  ^Imiim 

Aarth  ifter^  -  niB  be  imd  at  Hk  Gonti  of  SSam 
aiH  vXKSniB  umu  and  twuB  at  fekiB  naelL  A  uov 
bad  ben  flonck  mkoA  wdd  bo  dodbt  ^ibrale 
ibHWUgbiiiit  Fiftpra  An;  and  esdaafe  NalaoBi 
voald  leaca  benccCorcik  ibat  tb^raeednot  think  of 
atUmiKing  to  uMnh  orcfpuBv  Britiflh  aabjeets  with 
iaqwuiiU.  **Ip  1752,  wew^ereiapowciaioii  of  three 
faeioriee  and  twentr  aqpare  adleB  of  tenitMy;  at 
tbe  cloee  of  1852,  ve  are  the  aorereigiis  of  all  India, 
and  noiaabot  is  fired  in  it  without  our  penni8Bi<»i : 
we  rule  OTer  650,000  aqnaremileB,  and  a  population  of 
more  than  one  linndred  miHionB.'*  A  new  province 
bad  just  been  annexed,  at  a  rough  ealcolation  200 
miles  in  length  bv  neariv  200  in  breadth,  of  some 
40,000  sqtiare  miles,  said  to  contain  between  foor 
and  five  millions  of , inhabitants.  On  this  OTw-esti- 
mate  of  the  population  it  may  be  well  to  touch  here- 
after. It  was  thou^t  that  the  administratiye 
talents  of  Captain  Phayre,  who  had  been  <^one  of 
the  chief  means  of  turning  the  swamps  of  Arracan 
into  the  granary  of  the  bay,  and  whose  forte  Kes  in 
making  a  little  kingdom  a  great  one,**^  *  would  soon 
render  Pegu  a  most  important  and  valuable  British 
possession  in  what  Malte  Brun  styles  Ckit^India^ 

*  Frimd  cf  IwdiOf  Janiiary  13. 
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niiioh  title  has  certainly  more  meaning  in  it  than 
**  India  beyond  the  Oanges.*" 

General  Gk>dwin  had  received  a  copy  of  the  Pro- 
damation  while  busily  employed  at  Pegu.  The 
General  haying  concluded  operations  in  that  quarter, 
and  having  given  orders  regarding  an  admirable 
flank  movement  to  be  made  by  a  Land  Column 
from  Martaban  to  Sho^Gyne,  he  left  Rangoon  with 
Us  Staff  for  Prome  on  Wednesday  the  29th  of 
December. 
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CHAPTER  XL 

BURMESE  NIQHT  ATTACK   OK  PBOME. 

An  Artillery  officer,  writing  from  Prome  on  the  Ist 
of  December  1852,  gave  a  detailed  account  of  mat- 
ters in  that  quarter,  from  which  we  were  led  to 
imagine  that  a  storm  of  some  kind  was  gathering 
not  far  off — one  which  should  break  the  spell  of  a 
tedious  military  repose.  There  was  little  or  nothing 
of  any  interest  going  on  in  our  camp.  One  of  the 
Burmese  outposts  could  be  seen  from  a  hill  on 
which  were  planted  two  8-inch  howitzers.  Some 
said  that  they  had  received  orders  to  attack  us, 
but  it  was  believed  by  many  that  they  would  not 
have  the  audacity  to  attempt  it.  It  was  also  as- 
serted that  from  one-third  to  one-half  of  the  people 
at  Euthay-Mew  were  sick — fever  being  the  prevail- 
ing disease  among  the  hostile  soldiery.  Maong- 
Mong,  the  Viceroy  of  Pegu — the  Governor  of  Ran- 
goon at  the  commencement  of  the  war — was  dead  ; 
his  successor  had  either  died  of  the  general  com- 
plaint, or  had  been  killed ;  and  the  present  Com- 
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j^^^^der— the  "left-handed  Chief '—was  deemed  the 

^     ^vest  warrior  the   enemy   could   bring  into  the 

gJ^U    Some  5000  or  6000  men  were  at  Euthay- 

l^^^ew ;  these  were  at  one  time  reported  to  be  within 

^^^we  miles  of  the  British  camp.     The  thermometer 

^^«s  on  one  or  more  occasions  as  low  as  65  ^ ,  and  it 

^^ould  me  the  same  day  to  83® — ^a  considerable 

^mriatioii.    S<Hne  of  the  regiments,  especially  H.  M.'s 

JlSth  and  80th,  were  suffering  severely  from  sick- 

^l^ess  ;  and  probably  Sir  John  Gheape  in  a  measure 

^ttribnted  with  some  reason  this  falling  off  in  the 

liealth  of  his  troops  to  the  inactive  and  monotonous 

life  they  so  long  had  been  compelled  to  lead.     Just 

eight   days  after  the  above-mentioned  letter  was 

written  the  Burmese  made  a  most   daring  night 

attack  on  Prome. 

Another  officer  who  was  present  kindly  furnished 
OS  with  the  following  intelligence  of  this  affair ;  also 
with  the  accompanying  plan,  which  is  curious  from 
the  fact  of  haying  been  derived  from  native  informa- 
tion— ^meaning  of  course  that  portion  of  it  regard- 
ing the  enemy  and  the  names  of  their  different 
battalions — which  will  surely  be  of  interest  at 
home  at  a  period  when  a  new  Empire  and  the 
mmoured  augmentation  of  armies  must  render 
Exeter  Hall  perfectly  frantic. 

With  the  exception  of  the  trusty  guardians  of 
our  position,  Prome,  on  the  night  in  question,  was 
wrapped  in  slumber.  These  sentries,  with  wary  eye, 
paced  the  fronts  of  their  respective  picquets.     It 
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was  about  midnight  when  the  sharp  and  heavy 
report  of  three  signal  gons  from  the  enemy^'a  ad- 
vanced post  startled  the  ^^  night  watoh,^  and 
roused  their  sleeping  comrades.  Now  oommeneed 
a  scene  of  energy  and  activity.  The  General, 
feeling  assured  that  something  like  danger  was  at 
hand,  sprang  from  his  couch,  but  vraited  for  some 
further  indications  of  the  presence  of  a  foe  ere  he 
roused  his  sleeping  soldiery.  But  he  had  not  Umg  to 
wait;  for  the  sharp  rattle  of  musketry  and  the  heavier 
report  of  the  jingal  announced  that  our  picquets 
were  attacked.  Soon  the  bright  flash  and  deafening 
roar  of  our  own  heavy  ordnance  told  that  the  ad- 
vancing columns  of  the  enemy  offS9red  a  mark  for 
their  destructive  fire.  The  attack  was  rapid,  but 
much  more  so  was  the  reply  of  our  troops  to  the 
challenge  of  "the  assembly.*"  In  a  short  space 
of  time  each  picquet  was  reinforced,  and  every 
assailable  point  occupied.  Staff  officers  were 
now  to  be  seen  here  and  there — some  mounted, 
others  on  foot — rapidly  conveying  the  orders  of  the 
Chief,  who,  ever  active,  flew  to  each  post  of  danger ; 
and  well  pleased  did  he  seem  on  surveying  each 
point  open  to  attack,  that  some  days  before  the 
defences  of  the  city  had  been  completed.  A  detach- 
ment of  the  35th  M.  N.  I.  held  Narweing,  supported 
by  connecting  picquets  of  H.  M.'^s  18th  and  51st, 
thus  communicating  with  the  town  ;  the  head-quar- 
ters of  the  35th  supported  the  main  body  of  the 
51st  on  the  left ;  the  Madras  Sappers,  with  double 
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pioqueta,  supported  the  40tb  B.  N.  I.  and  the  18th 
Boyal  Irish  on  the  heights  on  our  extreme  right. 
The  guns,  with  portions  of  the  18th  and  80th,  held 
the  eentral  position.  The  enemy  made  repeated 
assaults;  charge  after  charge— ^aocompanied  with 
wild  yells  and  cries — ^was  attempted,  but  the  steady 
fire  from  the  heights  and  from  our  left  drove  them 
hack  again  and  again.  A  few  of  them  reached 
a  sand  on  the.  river^s  bank,  where  some  of  the 
friendly  inhabitants  of  the  town  had  built  their 
miserable  huts ;  here  they  wounded  a  few  poor  men 
and  women,  but  a  demonstration  from  our  right 
caused  these  remorseless  warriors  to  make  a  speedy 
retreat,  and  the  Irregular  Horse  held  that  point  in 
check  for  the  remainder  of  the  night.  They  pro- 
longed their  fruitless  attacks  till  dawn  of  day ;  but 
the  safety  of  our  troops  was  complete,  as  the  enemy 
invariably  fired  too  high.  Their  file-firing  on  H.M.'s 
51st  was  remarked  as  admirable,  as  far  as  regularity 
and  being  well  kept  up  were  concerned,  but  then  it 
had  the  above  mentioned  defect.  Thus  finding  that 
no  point  yielded,  and  that  all  their  determined 
eflforts  were  in  vain,  they  drew  off  at  daylight,  but 
appeared  again  shortly  after  at  some  distance  from 
our  camp,  and  on  observing  a  body  of  Sappers 
going  out  to  work,  drew  up  in  regular  order 
across  a  plain,  in  a  very  good  position.  The 
diiefs  were  distinguished  by  their  gilt  helmets, 
riding  in  the  advance  and  arranging  their  posts. 
Thus  they  stood  a  short  time ;  but  on  the  appear- 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

THB  MABTABAH  LAISTD  OOLUMH. — TO  XABTABAH. 

Pequ  having  now  become  a  portion  of  the  Britiflh 
territories  in  the  East,  the  most  emphatic  part  of 
the  Proclamation  remained  to  be  carried  into  effect: 

— *'SUCH  BURMAB   TROOPS  AS  MAT  STILL  REMAIH 

WITHIN  THE  Province  shall  be  driven  out!" 
To  clear  both  banks  of  the  noble  Sitang  river, 
which,  after  running  some  hundreds  of  miles  in  a 
nearly  southerly  direction  through  Ava,  falls  into 
the  Gulf  of  Martaban;  to  expel  the  enemy  and 
give  confidence  to  peaceful  subjects  as  far  as  Sho6- 
Gyne,  or  perhaps  Tonghoo ; — such  was  the  nature 
of  the  work  marked  out  for  the  Martaban  Land 
Column.  It  was  to  be  the  pioneer  of  civilisation  in 
an  almost  unknown  land — ^a  land  said  to  be  infested 
with  desperate  characters  of  every  description — 
men  to  whom  oppression  was  a  delight,  and  who 
held  human  life  as  cheap  as  the  food  they  lived 
upon.  But  yet,  with  such  philanthropic  ends  in 
view,  a  few  were  not  backward  in  denouncing  the 
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oomiiig  march  as  an  ^^  insane  project ;  ^  *  they  be- 
lioTed  that  half  the  army  would,  either  from  sick- 
ness or  hunger,  perish  in  the  jungle.  ^*  Yon  will 
have  plenty  of  exposure  and  hard  work  ^ — **  little 
or  no  fighting,  little  water,  and  some  fever ;  *"  such 
were  the  more  rational  opinions  entertained  by  the 
majority  of  the  military  at  Bangoon.  But  philoso- 
phical was  the  idea  held  by  those  who  declared  that 
no  one  knew  anything  about  it.  And  again  there 
were  some  who  simply  maintained  that  the  march 
would  be  one  of  the  grandest  movements,  if  not 
tke  grandest,  yet  made  upon  the  checks-board  of  Bur- 
mese and  English  strife ! 

In  the  Oeneral  Orders  by  Brigadier-General  Steel, 
C«B.,  on  the  29th  of  December,  a  field  force  was 
ordered  to  be  prepared  for  embarkation  at  the 
shortest  notice  to  proceed  to  Martaban.  The 
Martaban  Column  was  to  be  under  the  personal 
command  of  the  Brigadier-General  commanding  the 
Madras  Division  of  the  Army  of  Ava.  The  General 
Staff  of  that  Division,  including  Dr  Davidson,  Staff- 
Snigeon,  were  to  accompany  the  force.  The  foUow- 
ing  details  were  ordered  to  be  furnished  from  Ran- 
goon:— One  European  Company  of  Madras  Artillery, 
with  a  battery;  one  Company  of  Sappers  and  Miners; 
450  Bengal  Fusiliers,  and  150  Madras  Fusiliers; 
head-quarters  and  wing  of  the  10th  Bengal  Native 
Infantry;  head-quarters  and  wing  of  the  5th  Madras 
Native  Infantry;  a  detachment  of  Bamghur  Irregular 

•  Friend  of  India, 
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Cavalry;  and  Lieut.  Eraser  of  the  Bengal  Engineers, 
was  to  accompany  the  force. 

On  the  morning  of  Tuesday  the  4th  of  January 
1853,  Groneral  Steel  and  Staff  embarked  in  the 
H.  E.  I.  G.'s  steam  frigate  Moazuffer^  for  Martaban. 
This  noble  vessel — to  whose  Commander  we  have 
before  alluded — mounted  five  8-inch  guns  and  two 
32-poundors,  and  measured  some  1500  tons,  carry- 
ing engines  of  about  550  horse  power.  The  Zmuibia 
and  Berenice^  with  the  transports  Futtel  Rozack^ 
Atalanta^  and  Teazer^  were  likewise  employed  in  the 
conveyance  of  the  column.  H.  M.**8  steamer  Sphynx^ 
bearing  the  broad  pendant  of  Commodore  Lambert, 
towed  the  Gemral  Godwin^  laden  with  ordnance 
and  stores.  The  ever  active  Fire  Quee7iy  which  had 
been  so  often  the  messenger  of  good  and  bad  news 
to  us,  and  the  welcome  "  herald  of  a  noisy  world '" 
during  the  campaign,  having  just  arrived  with  a 
mail  from  Calcutta,  was  also  about  to  proceed  to 
Moulmein,  having  on  board  Mr  J.  R.  Colvin,  who, 
it  was  said,  had  been  deputed  by  Government  to  in- 
quire into  the  administration  of  the  territories  of 
Arraean  and  Tenasserim. 

By  Noon  of  Wednesday  the  5th  all  the  troops 
were  anchored  off  their  destination.  The  brief  voy- 
age, by  several  in  the  Moozuffer  at  least,  was  consi- 
dered a  very  pleasant  one.  While  the  Captain  en- 
tertained the  seniors  at  his  own  table  his  officers 
made  themselves  extremely  agreeable  to  the  military 
in  the  gun-room.     Some  very  fair  music  from  the 
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MowB^m^t  band— chiefly  composed  of  flutes  and 
fiddles — also  enlivened  a  long  evening.  After  seve- 
ral airs,  **  Mr  Francis  give  us  '  Liyoe  Noty  ^  lustily 
roared  out  a  ship's  ofiicer.  The  baton  was  wielded 
with  considerable  skill,  and  perhaps  as  the  beautiful 
tune  proceeded  a  few  bachelors  became  sentimental 
on  considering  the  change  that  might  come  over 
them  ere  they  returned  from  a  region  of  unknown 
f<H«8i8  and  jungle  to  try  their  fortune  with  Love  in 
earnest.  We  might  be  able  to  relate  a  "  yam  *"  or 
two  told  that  same  night;  but  we  prefer  sticking 
to  our  business,  and  giving  instead,  in  this  matter- 
of-fact  Narrative,  the  following  naval  adventure,* 
which  is  well  worthy  of  a  place  in  "  The  Second 
Burmese  War  '^ : — 

A  naval  expedition,  under  the  command  of  Cap- 
tain Shad  well,  R.N.,  left  Bangoon  on  the  24th  of 
December.  There  were  employed  the  cutter  of 
H.  M.'*s  frigate  W%nche»ter^  with  15  men;  two  paddle- 
box  boats  of  the  Moozuffer^  with  two  12-pounder 
howitzers  and  40  men  ;  a  paddle-box  boat  of  H.Ars 
steamer  Sphynx^  with  a  24-pounder  howitzer  and 
rocket  tubes;  H.  M.  S.  Fox's  barge;  two  boats 
from  the  Zenohia^  with  the  same  armament  as  the 
Moozmffer;  the  Zenobia's  gig,  vnih  Captain  Bennie, 
and  the  Sphinx  s  gig,  with  Captain  Shadwell.  The 
boats  of  the  Moozuffer  were  under  the  charge  of 
Lieut.  Mitchison,  L  N.,  and  Mr  Freeman,  master ; 

•  From  notes  kindly  furnished  by  Mr  Freeman,  Master  of 
the  MwKHJf&, 
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those  of  the  ZenoHa  under  Ueat.  Ayleebtury,  I.  N., 
with  Mr  Mason,  mate.  A  notorious  Burmese  chief- 
tain had  been  for  sometime  robbing  and  oppressing 
the  inhabitants  of  a  tract  of  country  some  distance 
to  the  southward  of  Basmen  and  the  westward  of 
Bangoon.  The  people  had  been  driven  firom  thmr 
Tillages  into  strange  quarters,  where  it  did  not  seem 
to  the  chief  at  least  at  all  probable  the  British  would 
yet  venture  to  afford  them  protection.  However 
the  fleet  of  boats  on  the  28th  did  arrive  at  a  certain 
creek  :  it  was  soon  down  sails,  and  the  men  had  to 
pull  up  with  all  their  might.  Passing  a  few  breast* 
wcNrks  they  entered  a  main  river.  Immediately  the 
Fcas'i  barge  dashed  off  in  noble  style,  for  there  were 
hundreds  of  boats  or  canoes  in  sight,  but  all  bear- 
ing white  flags.  A  large  village  was  now  seen,  and 
at  this  position  the  party  hoped  to  meet  their  enemy 
— the  notorious  ^*  Musheboo !  ^  As  our  boats  passed 
the  canoes  the  women  held  up  their  children,  and 
the  greater  portion  of  them  seemed  more  glad  than 
frightened  at  the  Europeans'  appearance.  To  get 
to  this  spot  our  boats  bad  passed  one  barrier ;  they 
were  soon  passing  a  second,  when  one  of  the 
Moozuffer's  craft  stuck  on  a  sunken  tree.  An  anchor 
was  laid  out,  and  she  was  speedily  got  off;  but  her 
crew  hod  the  mortification  of  finding  themselves  con- 
siderably in  the  rear.  Nothing  can  be  more  annoy- 
ing to  a  sailor  than  this,  when  there  is  a  chance  of  a 
shot  a-hoad.  After  the  boat  got  off,  her  crew 
pulled  vigorously  to  catch  up  the  other  boats.   Pass- 
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ing  the  viUage,  or  rather  town,  some  of  their  oom- 
rades  came  in  sight ;  these  had  received  orders  to 
go  back  again  to  the  end  of  the  town  and  be  ready  to 
bom  the  houses  when  evacuated,  or  stop  suspicious 
boats.  The  people  began  to  get  ready  for  a  move 
as  soon  as  possible ;  indeed  many  of  them  had  their 
property  in  their  canoes  before  the  naval  party 
arrived.  It  seemed  as  if  they  had  been  hourly  ex- 
pecting succour.  By  noon  all  were  ready  to  set 
off.  And  now  what  a  swarm  of  boats  was  to  be 
seen !  each  containing  an  average  of  three  women  to 
two  men,  with  a  due  proportion  of  children.  In  the 
afternoon  the  fleet  moved  down  to  the  entrance  of 
the  creek — ^the  canoes  entering  it  to  make  ofi*  to 
their  respective  villages,  which  they  did  without  loss 
of  time.  A  portion  of  a  boat^s  crew  was  stationed 
to  count  the  multitudes  as  they  passed  a  tree  on  the 
bank  of  the  creek,  which  was  not  more  than  four  or 
five  yards  wide.  Every  one  was  amazed  at  the  im- 
mense number  of  boats,  which  amounted  to  1300, 
containing  8040  souls  !  all  these  were  thus  released 
firom  their  oppressors  by  the  gallant  expedition 
uider  Captain  Shad  well.  The  party  returned  to 
Bangoon  at  day-light  on  New-year^s  morning. 

From  Amherst  to  Moulmein  the  distance  is  26 
miles.  On  approaching  the  former  you  at  first 
behold  a  small  island  standing  out  boldly  from  the 
sea;  then  appears  a  bold  picturesque  coast,  on 
which  is  Amherst.  This  is  still  we  believe  a  pilot 
station ;   a  few  fishing-boats  however  were  all  the 
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EI  <*:ae  F»«c$  IrgTLly  p«3z«i^Qe  and  beantifbL 
A  £ae  nac?  c^  ftSi  to  i^  nar,  whli  ma^Bifieeatlj 
bxsnui  £3&iff&  ^>  P£5fi»  »e  eyt.  vliit«  Pigodbs 
her&  &z^i  tber^.  a&i  fisfts&zishr  stinted  dveffing- 
lioc.se><cr^T<dak?cn — oa  u^  hsaeh  neath- coiistnMi- 
ed  wbarff .  &z>l  a  br^  hazMlMiDe  cnsloin-hoiiae,  while 
the  iiapfbxg  in  the  road»  from  manr  ports  gnres  a 
pleaang  ctommernal  ckuaeter  to  the  whole.  Har- 
me  jiut  left  what  will  probablj  eooo  be  its  riTal — 
Ban^oon — it  was  impcissible  not  to  be  stmck  with 
the  ysLgt  diffenence  between  the  grand  port  of  the 
Bonnefte  Empire  taken  by  us  in  the  year  1852,  and 
Monfanein,  which  the  British  have  hM  for  a  quarter 
of  a  century.  Not  even  the  spacious  and  handsome 
wharf? — one  of  them  Terr  properly  styled  after 
Creneral  God^iin — on  the  superb  river  frontage ;  not 
eren  an  array  of  shipping  in  the  river  far  surpassing 
that  at  Moulmein ;  not  even  the  crowds  of  boats  and 
the  signs  of  busj-  life  everywhere  apparent,  could 
divest  you  of  the  idea  that  at  Rangoon  civilisation 
had  only  just  been  bom ;  but  the  life-blood  of  Anglo- 
Saxon  enterprise,  which  has  done  so  much  for  the 
world,  will  yet  flow  in  full  rigour  there !    You  buoe 


XA&TABAK.  161 

rix>iit  from  Moolmein ;  the  eye  dwells  for  a  moment 
on  a  small  island  and  a  magnificent  expanse  of 
water;  and  there  is  Martiban  nearly  opposite  the 
famous  port— dark,  and  dreary,  and  jungly,  when 
compared  with  it.  Nearer  and  nearer  still,  and 
Martaban,  to  us,  gave  the  idea  of  a  wild  country 
which,  save  for  a  line  of  European  barracks  and  a 
neat  Httle  pier,  seemed  rather  a  fit  abode  for  wild 
beasts  than  for  civilised  men.  The  heights  are  good, 
and  capable  of  making  an  excellent  defence.  One 
elevation  has  the  Martaban  Pagoda,  a  black  and 
white  construction,  inferior  in  beauty  and  architecture 
to  any  of  the  small  Temples  at  Bangoon,  boasting  as 
usual  the  golden  tee  of  tinkling  bells.  To  the  rear 
of  this  is  the  Hill  Pagoda,  on  a  hill  some  400  feet 
high.  There  is  likewise  another  Temple  of  note  here, 
styled  the  White  Pagoda.  A  bell  of  considerable 
size,  said  to  be  at  least  400  or  500  years  old,  seemed 
to  complete  the  curiosities  of  this  small  region  of 
Gaudama  and  robbers. 

The  view  from  Martaban  is  beautiful  in  the 
extreme.  You  behold  the  noble  Salween  River,  and 
the  mouths  of  the  Gyne  and  Alaren,  while  all  three 
are  lending  their  charms  to  the  surrounding  and 
distant  beauties  of  mountain  and  forest  scenery. 

At  noon  of  Thursday  the  6th  an  alarm  was  raised 
on  account  of  one  of  the  European  Fusiliers  having 
been  carried  away  by  the  Burmese.  Two  of  them 
having  proceeded  considerably  beyond  safe  limits  to 
the  northward,  were  employed  in  digging  into  a 
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pagoda,  with  the  usual  hope  of  finding  treasoro. 
The  Bunnese  came  slyly  down  upon  the  diggers,  one 
of  jirhom  they  caught,  while  the  other  got  off  after 
a  narrow  escape  of  his  life.  Immediately  on  hii 
arrival  in  camp  two  companies  were  sent  out  after 
the  enemy ;  the  men  dashed  away  through  the  jungle 
to  rescue  if  possible  their  captured  comrade.  The 
heat  of  the  sun  was  intense,  but  happily  no  acoidents 
occurred  from  it.  After  a  most  diligent  and  fatiguing 
search  the  companies  had  the  mortification  to  return 
without  the  unfortunate  Fusilier. 

Ascending  a  small  hill  to  inspect  the  North  Bat- 
tery, we  found  it  to  consist  of  one  68-pounder  from 
the  Zenobiay  two  9-pounders,  one  24-pounder  howitzer, 
one  8-inch  iron  mortar,  and  two  S^-brass  mortars  on 
iron  beds.  For  the  South  Battery  there  were  one  24- 
pounder  howitzer,  and  one  9-pounder  gun.  For  the 
Hill  Stockade,  commanding  Martaban  and  the 
Salween  River,  one  24-pounder  howitzer,  two  9- 
pounders,  and  two  d^-inch  mortars — in  all,  14  pieces 
of  ordnance.  Looking  from  the  North  Batteiy  in 
the  direction  where  the  European  was  carried  off,  all 
is  jungly,  and  hilly,  and  swampy.  From  the  nature 
of  the  country  we  at  once  got  a  clue  to  the  secret  of 
the  various  attacks  made  on  the  place  since  the 
storming  of  Martaban  on  the  5th  of  April  1852.* 
The  68-pounder  was  laid  for  one  of  the  bamboo 
stockades  on  a  hill, — a  range  of  about  1,800  yards. 

*  For  a  curious  Burmese  Document,  See  Appendix,  Na  IX. 
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All  the  other  guns  oommanded  excellent  positions, 
refiecting  great  credit  on  the  Artillery  Officer  Jn 
charge.  Since  the  taking  of  the  place  scarcely  a 
stick  of  the  town  had  been  erected.  Some  Karens 
appeared  on  one  occasion  and  made  an  attempt  to 
settle,  but  quickly  disappeared.  Desolation  seemed 
to  have  stamped  its  image  here.  One  regiment 
of  infiuitry,  relicTed  every  six  weeks  or  two  months, 
also  a  company  of  European  Artilleiy,  had  been 
the  force  stationed  there  for  the  last  nine  months. 
The  Artillery  had  lost  19  men,  and  the  majority  of 
the  remainder  had  been  nearly  prostrated  by  fever. 
The  Native  Infantry  likewise  suffered  considerably  ; 
hot  these  going  away  more  frequently  the  deaths 
were  not  so  great  in  proportion.  This  will  bear  out 
what  has  been  asserted  in  a  former  Chapter  regarding 
Martaban  as  a  military  station.  On  the  other  hand, 
disagreeing  from  sentiments  elsewhere  given  by  the 
Author  of  this  Narrative,  we  heard  it  expressed  here 
as  a  decided  opinion,  that  we  should  not  have  taken 
and  kept  Martaban.  With  a  war-steamer  or  two 
stationed  before  it  Moulmein  would  have  been  per- 
fectly safe.  The  grand  town  of  Martaban  had  be- 
come a  mere  fable ;  what  was  the  use  of  attacking  a 
den  of  thieves !  Was  it  to  aid  what  was  intended  to 
be  a  decided  and  finishing  blow  to  Burmese  inso- 
lence, tyranny,  and  oppression !  This  all  sounded  well 
enough;  but  then  the  idea  seemed  to  be  omitted 
from  the  argument  that  it  would  be  impolitic  and 
dangerous  for  many  reasons  to  have  such  a  notori- 
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The  vi<iioai  of  a  poitk«i  of  MoiifaiietD  and  that  of 
the  Martabdui  L&od  Colmm  ha^iv  come  in  contaei, 
h  w:&$  amti5u^  a$  veil  as  ediiViD|f  to  Usten  to  the 
various  opinions  exprwsed  legaidinr  one  of  theehief 
causes  of  the  Second  Bnzmeee  War.  From  Mool- 
mein  a  stofr  came  as  IbUows : — No  European  Regi- 
ment* was  stationed  there — this  ah>ne  had  a  decided 
eff^  in  strengthening  the  enemj^'s  defiance  of  our 
power.      A  Bumese  aothoritj  had  through  some 

Thore  was  certainly  an  Earopean  Cvmptaj  of  AxtSkrj,  in 
to  NaftiTe  lofratiy. 
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or  other  got  on  board  a  pilot's  boat  at 
Amhent.  He  asked  various  questions  regarding 
the  number  of  Europeans  there  and  at  Mouhnein, 
but  <»i  being  suspected  of  knavery  he  escaped. 
And  this  was  at  the  time  when  Commodore 
Lambert  went  down  to  Rangoon  to  make  known 
oar  demands.  The  official  had  then  a  very  sUght 
idea  of  the  extent  of  our  steam-power;  but  yet 
from  this  a  useful  lesson  may  be  gained — that  it  is 
ewer  highly  politic  to  leave  no  large  town  or  position 
of  importance  in  India  or  the  East,  especially  if  near 
a  foreign  kingdom  or  power,  without  a  fair  proper- 
tioa  of  European  soldiery  in  the  garrison.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  faithful  and  devoted  Indian  Sepoys,  re- 
gard for  the  European  soldier  in  a  time  of  danger, 
serving  under  the  same  Honourable  masters,  with  a 
European  comrade  in  arms  always  near  him  will,  if 
it  be  at  aU  possible,  secure  the  basis  for  that  increase 
in  the  scale  of  enlightenment  and  civilisation  which 
it  is  to  be  hoped  our  Native  Indian  soldiery  will 
aooner  or  later  attain. 

Before  leaving  Martaban  it  was  hardly  possible 
to  deny  ourselves  the  pleasure  of  a  visit  to  Moul- 
mein.  Say  you  start  at  8  A.M.,  in  a  neat  canoe, 
of  good  teak  and  well  covered  over,  you  may  arrive 
at  the  opposite  coast  about  9  o'clock.  You  land 
at  a  spacious  pier,  drive  down  the  principal 
street  in  a  pony  carriage,  and  find  the  town  of 
Moulmein  exceed  your  expectations.  Public  build- 
ings, especially  the  Custom-house,  where  is  also  the 
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office  of  the  Principal  Assistant  to  the  Gommissioner 
— the  merchants^  houses — the  nmnerous  Chinese 
and  Parsee   shops  —  the   business-like  air  of  the 
place — all  had  a  charm  for  thoee  who  had  resided  so 
long  on  the  upper  terrace  of  the  Great  Pagoda  at 
Bangoon.      Driving  to  the  arsenal  we  passed  the 
Moulmein  Pagoda,  situated  some  little  distance  off 
on  a  hill  300  or  400  feet  in  height.     Several  hand- 
some churches  of  wood  arrested  our  attention.    The 
arsenal  and  all  the  Military  Officers^  houses  are 
inside  the  fort.     The  former,  under  Captain  Showers 
of  the  Madras  Artillery,  was  well  worthy  of  a  visit ; 
and  now  on  the  eve  of  departure  of  the  Martabao 
Land  Column  no  small  amount  of  business  was  being 
transacted  there.     The  excellent  and  energetic  Con- 
ductor, Mr  Craig,  was  too  busy  while  superintend- 
ing the  warlike  preparations  to  tell  you  more  than 
that  during  the  First  Burmese  War  he  had  marched 
with  Sir  Archibald  Campbell  to  Yandaboo!    The 
capital  of  the  Provinces  since  the  treaty  of  that 
name  was  signed  (1826)  boasted  of  its  timber  trade, 
its  merchants,  its  missionaries,  its  general  society. 
At  Moulmein  it  is  probable  that  the  traveller,  espe- 
cially if  he  be  a  lover  of  flowers,  will  behold  the 
Amherstia  for  the  first  time,  in  all  its  native  grace 
and  beauty.   It  is  described  by  Mason*  as  the  finest 
indigenous  tree  in  Chin-India.   ^'  It  is  of  low  stature, 
with  slender  pendulous  branches  clustered  under  its 
tufted  summit  of  lively  green,  and  draperied  with 
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Imige  ^pea-bloflMHn  shaped  flowers  of  brilliant  red  and 
yellow,  which  hang  down  from  its  graceful  branches 
in  tassels  more  than  a  yard  long.  It  was  discovered 
bj  Dr  Wallich,  on  the  Salween,  near  Trockla,  and 
named  by  him  after  the  Govemor-General^s  Lady, 
''  The  Noble  Amheniia  r 

The  scenery  in  the  vicinity  of  Moulmein  has  been 
thus  described: — ^^  On  looking  abroad  from  the 
Pagoda  hills  of  Moulmein  an  unbroken  range  of  moun- 
tains, 4000  or  5000  feet  high,  are  seen  on  the  margin 
of  the  eastern  horizon,  sweeping  around  to  the  north- 
west like  an  amphitheatre,  where  they  are  lost  in  the 
misty  distance.  From  Martaban  Point  another  range 
extends  directly  north,  parallel  with  the  west  bank  of 
the  Salween.  In  the  space  between  these  mountains, 
boonded  by  the  Salween  on  the  west,  and  the  Gyne 
(Gyaing)  on  the  south  and  east,  is  an  immense 
alluvial  plain,  resembling  the  prairie-lands  of  Illinois 
and  Missouri.'"  Twenty  miles  north  of  Moulmein 
there  is  a  pile  of  the  most  picturesque  mountain 
limestone  adorning  the  landscape,  rising  ^^  abruptly 
in  the  most  fantastic  shapes.'" 

According  to  Mason  the  Salween  Biver  is  so 
termed  from  a  tree  of  that  name  that  grows  on  its 
banks.  Nothing,  however  trivial,  appears  tO'  have 
escaped  the  research  of  the  amiable  and  talented 
author  of  the  ^^  Fauna,  Flora,  and  Minerals  of 
Burmah.'' 
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CHAPTEB  XIII. 

FBOM  MABTABAH  TO  SHOX-OTHS. 

It  soon  became  evident  that  the  Golinim  ooiild  not 
leave  Martaban  much  before  the  middle  of  the  month. 
Plenty  of  carriage  and  necessaries  for  a  campaign, 
when  provided  away  from  the  eye  of  the  Commander 
of  the  force  who  is  to  employ  them,  are  tolerably 
sure  of  not  being  found  so  plentiful  on  the  arrival  of 
the  troops  at  the  place  of  rendezvous.  Notwithstand- 
ing an  admirable  Commissariat  and  zealous  local 
authorities,  there  will  be  something  or  other  deficient 
at  the  last  hour.  In  many  cases  this  proceeds  from 
sufficient  notice  not  being  given.  In  the  present  in- 
stance, allowing  sufficient  intimation  to  have  been 
given,  the  resources*  of  Moulmein  and  its  vicinity  for 
the  supply  of  a  small  army  about  to  undertake  a  dan- 
gerous and  difficult  march  appear  to  have  been  over- 
rated.     But  the  able  Conmiissioner  of  the  Tenas- 

*  Of  these  Mr  Norris  of  the  Commissariat  Department  mude 
the  most.  His  enei^  in  procuring  supplies^  and  preparing  in 
many  ways  for  the  expedition,  deaerved  the  highest  praise. 
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aerim  Proymoes  hful  managed  to  bring  together  a 
noble  array  of  elephants.  The  vast  utility  for  the 
march  of  these  as  it  were  powerful  remnants  of  a 
gigantic  race  of  creatures  which  existed  in  the  older 
world,  was  beyond  all  question.  It  was  resolved  to 
take  one  month^s  provisions;  though  the  General 
would  have  preferred  starting  with  two.  As  for 
another  month'^s  instalment  by  the  Naval  authorities 
it  was  hardly  deemed  expedient  to  risk  the  annoyance 
in  the  Sitang  river.  An  uncertainty  too  hung  over  the 
navigation  of  the  Salween.  Supplies  might  be  sent, 
but  that  they  would  reach  in  safety  could  not  be 
guaranteed.  In  this  dilemma  General  Steel  with 
admirable  foresight  gave  instructions  to  the  Assist- 
ant Commissary-General — Major  Budd,  who  had  ac- 
eompanied  the  Column  to  Martaban — ^to  return  forth- 
with to  Rangoon,  get  another  month'^s  provisions 
ready,  and  forward  them  to  Major  Hill  at  Pegu. 

The  bustle  of  the  Europeans  in  their  barracks,  and 
**  lending  a  hand^  everywhere — the  picturesque  ap- 
pearance of  the  native  tents  on  the  side  of  the  hill 
of  Martaban — the  crossing  and  re-crossing  of  boats 
in  the  river— -even  the  beautiful  scenery  around,  had 
become  stale  and  unprofitable  in  a  few  days. 

At  length  120  elephants,  300  carts  with  bullocks, 
and  a  few  hundreds  of  carriage  bullocks  were  trans- 
ferred from  Moulmein.  Officers  were  to  make  their 
own  arrangements  for  carriage.  On  account  of  the 
great  demand  this  article  in  the  market  had  become 
both  scarce  and  dear,  and  many  a  subaltern  grumbled, 
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not  without  reafion,  at  having  to  paj  double  Tahie 
for  a  bad  cart  and  inferior  bollocka.  Strange  enough, 
although  the  demand  was  great  ponies  did  not  riae 
materially  in  price.  Many  of  us  purehased  a 
strong  and  re8pecta\)le-looking  animal  for  70  or  100 
rupees,  (^10.)  The  Shan  merchants  had  evidently 
consulted  their  interests  in  having  at  sodi  a  time 
a  stock  of  ponies  at  Moulmein. 

There  was  nothing  to  find  fault  with  about  the 
baggage  of  the  Officers.  Some  had  even  been  hurried 
away  from  Pegu  with  little  more  than  24  pounds  avoirs 
dupois.  These  naturally  did  not  expect  to  be  station- 
ed anywhere  in  the  new  country.  To  others  a  settle- 
ment, for  sometime  at  leasts  ^^  loomed  in  the  distance ;  ^ 
so  with  them  the  case  was  very  different.  A  pair  of 
bullocks  and  a  garie  was,  supposing  the  tents  else- 
where, just  carriage  sufficient  for  two  Officers ;  and 
we  doubt  whether,  under  the  circumstances.  Sir 
Charles  Napier  would  have  made  us  take  less. 

It  was  the  opinion  we  believe  of  Colonel  Williams, 
commanding  Moulmein,  that  there  would  be  little 
or  no  opposition  until  we  reached  Sho^Oyne.  This 
Officer  had  served  in  that  quarter  during  the  First 
Burmese  War.  From  Moulmein  the  Column  was 
strengthened  by  the  Bifle  companies  of  the  1st,  26th, 
and  49th  Regiments  of  Madras  Native  Infantry  under 
Major  Forster.  A  party  of  Talain  Mounted  Police, 
consisting  of  one  jemadar,  one  havildar,  and  31 
sowars,  was  added  to  the  force  by  Colonel  Bogle,  the 
Commissioner.    The  Column  now  consisted  of  about 
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2400  men,  with  numerouBfoQowers.  In  the  force  was 
ioflhided  the  company  of  Madras  European  Artillery  * 
under  lieutenant  Purvis,  which  had  for  so  many 
mnnthii  been  stationed  at  Martaban.  Colonel  Poole, 
5th  M.  N.  L,  was  appointed  to  act  as  a  Brigadier, 
and  to  oonunand  the  Line  of  Infantry. 

The  Artillery  under  Colonel  Anstruther,  C.  B.,  con« 
•sisted  of  four  24-pounder  howitzers,  and  four  5^ 
inch  mortars.  We  had  also  rocket-tubes  for  throw- 
ing what  the  Burmese  are  pleased  to  style  *^  devil- 
stloks,^  a  peculiarly  useful  missile  for  the  sort  of 
warfare  we  expected  to  be  engaged  in,  creating  a 
terror  only  inferior  to  that  inspired  by  the  voice  and 
eflTects  of  a  large  well-pointed  howitzer. 

The  Bengal  Fusiliers  were  under  Major  Garrard ; 
the  Madras  under  Captain  Qeils.  Major  Welch- 
man  commanded  the  10th  Bengal,  and  Major  Shu- 
Inick  the  5th  Madras  Native  Infantry.  The  Bam- 
ghur  Irregular  Cavalry,  50  sowars,  were  under  Lieu- 
tenant Lambert,  and  the  Madras  Sappers,  some  70 
strong,  were  under  Lieutenant  Vincent  Shortland. 

A  word  or  two  on  the  General's  Staff  before  we 
march.  Major  Neil  was  Assistant  Adjutant-General 
to  the  Column.  Captain  Dallas,  f  an  extra  Aide-de- 
Camp,  was  the  Assistant  Quartermaster-Greneral,  in 

*  A  Companj,  2d  Battalion.  The  Author  had  charge  of  the 
D  Company,  3d  Battalion,  with  which  he  had  come  from  Ran- 
goon. 

t  The  emharkatiou  of  the  Colnmn  at  Rangoon,  which  was 
toperinteuded  bj  this  Officer,  was  remarkable  for  the  facility 
and  order  with  which  it  was  accomplished. 


1  GkgirtmBi  and  Maxwdl 

wmi  Mm^  BK%W^whfmt  fleraeet  as  Judge  AdTOOtte- 
Gcwnl  kiid  l^  plwdat  tfe  diqioMl  of  Brigadi^ 
Gcwnl  Skacl.  W9Y  ilie  olhm  of  ae  eflment  a  Staff 
at  <w«M  ^ReO  have  Kmsb  bww^i  iato  the  fidd. 

Oa  M«ndaT  liie  lOtk  «e  aeoertained  that  the  le- 
■aia»  «f  TWpcNir  FHMBer  who  had  been  a^tored  by 
iiieDaiMi<t  faj  fiJkn  into  the  handa  of  one  of  our 
gta«»4«ttflnL  Hit  head,  legs,  and  anna,  had  been  oat 
eC;  W  «aa  btoaght  into  eamp  this  morning  and 
baeried.  Afler  thii  and  amilar  acta  of  crndty  ebe- 
ah<ii'  it  «aa  hey  less  to  expect  that  the  enenq^  would 
reraT^  aaj  awtry  firom  our  Eoropean  scddiery. 

BefeffY  kariv  Maitaban  it  waa  pleasant  to  find 
an  opportanitT  for  a  few  minutes  eonTersation  with 
Commodc4«  Lynch  of  the  Indian  NaTj.  We  found 
this  hi^rUy  talented  and  experienced  Officer  seated  in 
a  chair  on  the  hanks  of  the  Salween,  his  splendid 
Steam  Frigate,  the  fWost^  lepoeing  on  the  waters 
oppcdte  Moufanein.  He  had  had  frequent  but  un- 
satisfiictonr  boat  expeditions  against  the  foe,  in  which 
ther  had  inrariably  eecaped  him.  But  he  thought 
when  we  left  they  would  come  back  to  the  old  qaar> 
ters  when  he  might  be  able  to  get  at  them«  It  was 
the  Commodore^s  opinion  that  we  would  meet  with 
no  resistance  at  the  strongholds,  but  would  receive 
oonsiderable  annoyance  from  harassments  in  our 
rear.  The  great  narigator  of  the  Euphrates  seemed 
to  be  in  want  of  something  to  do.     We  believe  he 
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had  finudied  a  survey  of  a  ooDsiderable  portion  of  the 
Salween. 

On  the  12th  a  reconnoitring  party,  headed  by 
ibe  Gteneral,  rode  out  a  few  miles  to  the  west. 

At  six  o^oloek  in  the  morning  of  Friday  the  14th 
the  Golnnm  marched  out  of  Martaban  by  the  Beling 
gate.  Owing  to  the  want  of  space  for  such  a  multitude 
of  people,  carts,  and  cattle,  the  confusion  was  of  no 
ordinary  description.  Many  an  eye  was  turned  to- 
wards our  Chief,  as  with  his  Staff  he  forced  his  way  to 
the  front  through  the  dense  crowd.  The  advance  was 
eomposed  of  75  men  from  each  of  the  European  Corps 
of  Fusiliers;  one  Company  of  the  10th  B.N. I.; 
one  Company  of  the  5th  M.N. I.;  then  came  two 
24-pounder  howitzers  and  a  rocket-tube,  followed  by 
the  Irregular  Cavahy.*  The  Sappers  of  course  ac- 
companied the  advance.  For  the  first  two  miles 
the  road  through  the  jungle  was  good.  Nearing 
Kyouk-y^dwing  (t.  e.  stone-water  well)  the  jungle 
became  denser  and  marching  more  difficult  through 
the  long  grass.  On  arriving  at  this  place,  nearly 
four  miles  irom  Martaban,  we  found  that  a  portion 
of  the  enemy  had  stockaded  themselves  on  the  top  of  a 
hill,  and  also  in  a  village  at  the  foot  of  another.  From 
their  commanding  position  they  opened  fire  upon  our 
advanced  guard,  the  instant  it  entered  the  plain,  and 

*  The  remainder  of  the  Colnmn  was  generally  formed  up  in 
the  foUowing  order ;  right  or  left  in  front — ^four  deep— Madras 
and  Bengal  FuttUerv ;  10th  B.  N.  I. ;  ArtUlery;  6th  B.  N.  I. ;  the 
Monlmein  Detachment 
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extreme  annojanoe  of  General  Godwin;  then 
also  a  revolution  at  Ava !  All  this  was  intere 
enough  to  troops  marching  northward. 

On  the  morning  of  the  18th  we  leftKyouk-y^ 
for  Gongoh.  Here  we  expected  to  find  in  some 
MoungBho,  (or  Moung-Beon,)  the  reputed  d 
ex-Governor  of  Martaban.  Although  only  sev 
eight  miles,  the  march  was  not  without  its  sbi 
excitement  and  adventure.  Long  grass  and  r 
paddy  and  swamps — ^the  latter  occasionally  re 
ing  the  country  almost  impassable  for  weak 
distressed  cattle — ^formed  our  pathway  whil 
kept  near  the  jungly  base  of  a  superb  range  of 
a  spacious  midan  extending  away  to  our  left 
rear.  We  had  only  proceeded  two  miles  whei 
enemy  from  a  small  outpost  commenced  firing  o 
advanced  guard.  The'report  of  a  signal  gun  hac 
pared  us  for  this  piece  of  audacity  on  their  part 
after  a  rapid  and  useless  discharge  of  musketry 
fled  to  a  larger  work  considerably  beyond,  y 
commanded  our  approach  by  the  rough  road.  ^ 
they  again  fired  on  our  advance,  which  our  so! 
returned.  This  position  was  also  evacuated 
Burmese  leaving  behind  them  a  large  palmyn 
well  loaded,  with  a  slow  match  attached.  Oi 
advance  passing  this  infernal  machine  it  wen 
nearly  cutting  a  Bengal  Fusilier  in  two,  and  mi 
by  a  very  few  inches  several  officers  and  sol 
Leaving  the  fine  young  European  who  had  met 
BO  instantaneous  a  death  to  be  decently  interre 
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paafled  on,  each  with  his  own  idea  of  the  foe  we  had 
to  contend  against.  On  an  examination  of  this 
position  by  the  General  and  Staff,  it  was  found  to 
consist  of  a  deep  and  well-dug  breastwork  carried 
round  the  front  and  flanks.  Abattis  helped  to  pro- 
tect the  post,  the  rear  of  which  led  into  dense  forest 
jungle.  Bamboo  spikes  concealed  in  small  pits 
were  likewise  numerous  in  its  vicinity,  from  which 
one  of  the  €teneral'*8  horses  received  a  severe  wound. 
Marching  on  for  a  few  miles  over  terrible  ground 
for  guns,  the  advance  howitzers  *  fell  considerably 
behind.  The  eager  troops  in  front  of  course 
thought  the  artillery  would  be  up,  and  so  it  would 
have  been  in  excellent  time,  had  only  four  good 
strong  horses  instead  of  six  bullocks  been  attached 
to  each  of  the  24-pounder  howitzers.  •(•  The  occa- 
sional obstinacy  of  the  long-homed  Mysore  bullock 
— a  noble  animal  to  look  upon — is  perfectly  inde- 
scribable. Even  the  great  patriarch,  with  all  his 
patience,  had  he  been  in  the  army  could  never 
have  stood  it.  Hamlet  thunders  forth  against  the 
" periwig-pated  fellow^  who  tears  "a  passion  to 
tatters,^  and  declares  that  ^^it  out-herods  Herod.*" 
The  Artillery  Officer  may  well  say  of  the  Mysore 

*  On  this  occasion  the  D  Companj,  3d  Battalion,  Madras 
Artineiy. 

t  In  the  Madras  Artillery  there  are  six  Troops  of  Horse 
Artillery  and  only  two  Horse  Field  Batteries.  An  increase  of 
the  latter,  in  our  hnmble  opinion,  would  be  highly  beneficial  to 
the  Serrice,  reserving  bollocks  for  drawing  the  waggons  and  for 
garrison  purposes. 

M 
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bollook  when  there  is  an  ardent  wish  to  get  qniokly 
into  action — ^that  it  out-jobs  Job ! 

But  at  Gongoh,  as  in  many  other  posittonsin  life, 
it  was  highly  necessary  that  a  man  should  keep  his 
temper.  While  busily  engaged  in  pushing  oor  teams 
along,  the  not  far  distant  but  '^  random  guns*^ 
assured  us  that  the  foe  ^'  were  sullenly  firing.^  The 
metal  seemed  heavy ;  but  the  hills  doubtless  exag- 
gerated the  report.  The  enemy  had  commenced 
firing  round  shot  at  the  advance  and  the  QeneraTs 
party;  the  report  came  from  beyond  a  comer  ct 
the  hill  and  jungle  which  stretched  out  on  the  midan. 
This  was  opposite  Oong<di.  It  was  evident  that 
they  had  two  or  three  good  iron  and  brass  guns 
in  their  possession.  An  officer  of  the  Staff  said 
that  at  first  ^^  two  or  three  shot  passed  over  head, 
but  the  range  was  soon  found,  and  at  last  it  fell 
among  us,  striking  close  to  our  horses,  cutting  up 
the  ground  just  in  front,  and  ricocheting  close  to 
us  ;'*^  one  or  two  bounded  past  the  Artillery  as  they 
passed  on  to  take  up  a  position.  At  length  two 
howitzers  and  a  rocket-tube  were  brouj^t  into 
action  at  ranges  of  800  and  1,000  yards.  The  fire 
was  kept  up  by  us  for  a  considerable  time,  spherical 
case  and  shell  lodging  just  before  or  beside  the* 
enemy ""s  position.  The  ^'devil-sticks^  likewise 
carried  their  destructive  power  into  the  jungly 
stronghold.  Here,  as  well  as  at  Kyouk-y&-dwing, 
it  was  evident  that  without  the  aid  of  artilleiy  there 
would  have  been  considerable  loss  to  the  attacking 
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party.  After  20  or  30  rounds  we  could  plainly  see 
the  Burmese  decamping  with  the  greatest  possible 
^)eed.  Two  more  howitzers  came  up  eventually 
and  made  some  good  practice.  The  Artillery  gun- 
■ers  worked  ri^t  weU ;  and  what  was  better,  they 
leemed  to  understand  their  work. 

On  reading  the  following  passage  lately  in  one 
of  our  popular  Magazines  it  struck  us  that  the 
writer  was  not  too  severe  on  the  practice  of  the 
Boy&l  Artillery  at  a  time  when  first-rate  practical 
artillerists,  above  all  other  men-of-war,  are  so  desir- 
able in  England;  but  from  the  number  set  down 
he  w^uld  hardly  impress  the  general  reader  with  an 
idea  of  the  destructive  power  of  the  shrapnell  shell. 
The  passage  alluded  to  is : — ^'  The  gunner^s  means 
cf  defence  consist  in  the  accuracy  of  his  fire,  and  if 
iweiUy  rifles  are  pointed  at  his  gun  he  can  return  it 
with  some  twenty  bullets  from  a  shrapnell  shell ;  and 
there  is  no  reason  why,  if  a  rifleman  can  pick  him 
off  at  his  gun,  he  cannot  pick  off  the  rifleman.  Yet 
there  is  one,  and  that  is  that  from  want  of  practice 
he  does  not  know  how  to  calculate  his  distances  and 
fire  his  shell  with  precision.'"  It  may  be  necessary 
to  remind  unmilitary  readers — ^the  Militia  until  they 
■re  fully  trained  included — ^that  the  shrapnell  shell, 
the  immortal  invention  of  a  Boyal  Artillery  officer, 
commencing  with  a  6-pounder  brass  gun,  contains  27 
musket  balls;  a  9-pounder  41 ;  a  24-pounder  howitzer 
shrapnell  shell  contains  130  musket  balls ;  and  an 
8-inch  iron,  the  large  number  of  377  !     From  12 
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to  1500  yards  the  spherical  case,  so  destmotiTe 
against  bodies  of  infantiy  and  cavalry,  can  be  fired 
with  effect.  The  shell  is  caused  to  explode  at  the 
required  distance  by  means  of  a  fuze,  in  the  same 
manner  as  a  common  shell,  ^'  when  the  small  leaden 
balls  and  the  splinters  of  the  shell  continue  thdr 
fli^t  and  complete  the  curve  in  which  the  shell  was 
proceeding  at  the  time  of  its  explosion.""  ♦  No 
apology  need  be  made  for  leaving  Gongoh  to  make 
these  few  remarks  at  a  time  when  foreign  inven- 
tions—  doubtless  ingenious  to  an  extraordinaiy 
degree-^are  too  apt  to  occupy  that  share  of  publie 
attention  which  should  be  given  to  artilleiy. 

The  storming  party,  under  Major  Seton  of  the 
Bengal  Fusiliers,  found  the  position  vacated,  modi 
of  course  to  their  vexation.  The  loss  of  the  enemy 
at  Oongoh  was  declared  to  be  from  80  to'  100. 
It  was  found  that  they  had  thrown  a  number  of  their 
dead  into  a  deep  pit,  while  the  others  had  been  car- 
ried away  with  their  usual  dexterity.  The  General 
passed  on  to  a  position  immediately  on  the  other 
side  of  the  village  of  Gongoh.  The  whole  force 
under  Brigadier  Poole  soon  followed,  accompanied 
by  a  tremendous  line  of  followers  and  elephants. 
Passing  the  Burmese  defences  we  entered  the  jungle, 
and  after  some  difficulties — soon  cleared  away  by 
the  indefatigable  Sappers — ^we  came  to  a  neat  village 
with    comfortable    but  deserted  houses,  grain  in 

*  Oake8*t  Toumg  AHUUry  Ofieer^M  AmiitmL 
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Udiet^  lying  here  and  there,  and  a  few  flimgy 
fagoAtLB ;  here  the  water  was  of  a  peculiarly  excel- 
lent quality.  We  still  passed  on  through  jungle 
and  oame  at  length  to  another  village-— Gongoh 
INToper — ^where  a  delicious  rivulet  of  pure  sweet 
^^ter  refreshed  the  weary  troops.  It  was  now 
about  3  p.  M.,  so  we  had  been  upwards  of  seven 
lioors  under  a  terrifio  sun.  An  encamping  ground 
mui  joyfully  hailed  on  a  spacious  midan  near  Gon- 
goikj  with  beautiful  hills,  covered  with  green  jungle, 
fiowning  as  it  were  on  the  busy  and  weary  throng 
below.  We  discovered  that  the  Burmese  had 
driven  the  Karens  out  of  their  village ;  these 
probably  had  gone  to  take  refuge  in  the  adjacent 
mountain  fastnesses.  Some  specimens  of  this 
enogetic  race*  were  expected  soon  to  be  in  camp, 
as  well  as  many  Talains  or  Peguese.  They  would 
all  come  in  good  time.  It  was  said  here  that  the 
Karens  had  even  plundered  the  Peguese  to  pro^ 
cure  powder  and  shot  for  the  destruction  of  their 
hated  enemies  of  Ava,  and  the  truth  of  the  assertion 
is  highly  probable. 

On  the  21st  the  Column  moved  on  to  Ouchtada, 
a  distance  of  eight  miles.  For  some  time  our  route 
lay  through  jungle  and  swamp.  As  our  advance 
approached  a  few  shots  were  fired,  and  our  Ir- 
regular Cavalry  pushing  on  a-head  captured  one 
unfortunate   Burmese.      A    slight   wound  he  had 

*  For  some  account  of  the  Karens,  or  Kareens,  or  Carinnes, 
—written  in  iheee  three  ways— see  Appendix,  No.  X. 
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reeemd  WM  imniediitety  attfloded  to  bj  the  hiniuuw 
fiMolty,  mod  he  was  aooo  as  vdl  as  eier.  There 
was  nothing — eave  a  iaua  on  a  pole— to  maik  the 
■te  of  die  TiDage  of  Oochtada.  At  thie^pontioo 
the  hHk  in  oar  front  raee  ahkiitrflj  to  a  height  <tf  not 
lesi  than  3,000  feet ;  these  appeared  to  be  oorared 
with  fine  tiees.  To  oar  rear  plains  extended  in  one 
unbroken  lerel  ai  fertile  huml  to  the  sea-shoxe.  The 
day  before  oar  maroh  fr«Mn  this  rcnnantie  spot  some 
Karens  came  in.  These  were  leeeiYed  kindly  by  the 
General  and  supplied  with  oopies  of  the  Govemor- 
Gmieral'*s  Proclamation,  a  large  sopply  ai  whidi  in 
the  Burmese  langoage  had  of  coarse  come  along 
with  the  Gdomn;  they  then  retomed  satisfied  to 
iheir  native  hills  and  villages. 

On  the  22d  supplies  were  brought  into  camp  by 
these  very  people,  who  were  shortly  followed  by  800 
men,  women  and  children,  the  inhabitants  of  Gongoh 
and  the  neighbouring  villages.  Their  ref^wotive 
heads  repaired  to  the  General^s  tent,  and  joyfully 
listened  to  the  assurance  he  gave  them  of  the  pro- 
tection and  friendship  of  the  British  Indian  Govern- 
ment towards  them.  They  were  told  to  live  peace- 
fully in  their  villages,  and  defend  themselves  against 
the  attacks  of  dacoits  while  we  cleared  tiie  oountiy 
from  the  presence  of  the  enemy  in  front. 

On  the  23d  the  force  marched  to  Yen-gjrike,  a 
short  march  of  between  four  and  five  miles.  Yet  as 
a  passage  for  the  troops  had  to  be  cut  through  a 
dense   jungle,    which  service  was  efficiently  per- 
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formed  by  the  Sappers,  there  was  work  suffieient 
for  s  day.  The  two  elephants  attached  to  the  guns 
also  gave  considerable  assistance;  these  noble 
animals  palled  down  branches  and  removed  logs  and 
huge  troes  as  if  they  had  been  nine-pins.  Arriying 
cm  the  plain  the  scenery  became  picturesque  and 
bemtifiiL  We  encamped  opposite  a  superb  hill 
BDiBKmnted  by  a  lofty  white  pagoda,  surrounded, 
by  several  smaller  shrines  for  the  worship  of  Gao- 
dama.  An  Armenian  who  had  been  a  prisoner 
among  the  Burmese  for  dght  or  nine  months 
eame  bkj  was  examined,  and  g^ve  some  important 
information. 

The  Column  marched  to  Zengbyen  on  the  24th, 
a  distance  of  seven  miles,  where  we  found  12 
palmyra  guns.  Towards  the  end  of  this  march 
it  was  necessaiy  to  cross  a  creek  of  considerable 
width.  On  approaching  this  difficulty  a  few  rounds 
were  fired  at  us,  but  on  coming  up  the  large  village 
or  town  was  found  to  be  vacated  by  the  enemy, 
who  it  was  supposed  were  in  the  surrounding 
jungle,  but  on  skirmishers  being  sent  out  not  one 
was  to  be  seen.  To  cross  the  creek  was  a  piece 
of  work  for  the  guns  and  waggons.  The  elephants 
assisted  the  guns  across ;  without  them  the  bullocks 
would  have  stuck  for  ever,  as  the  mud,  it  being 
low  tide,  was  nearly  up  to  the  axle-trees.  Gazing 
on  this  powerful  creature,  with  trunk  coiled  up 
like  a  shelU  pushing  through  the  mud  the  huge 
howitzer,  carriage,  bullocks,   drivers  and  all,  and 
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GdtcQh.  weiv  at 
abc«±Ol«>Bai. 
ikf   25tt  w  jnivW  M  Thazxmmg  after  a 
of  11  ai^ea.    H«ve  the  6«Mnl  made  an 
to  i&terMpt  tke  ganiMii ;  and  for  this  poF- 
Kfit  fcoe  m£uttrr«  rifltmeiu  and  a  party  of 
to  m&ke  a  detoor  to  our  light  and  cot  off 
tiieir  eBcaf^  ahooU  ther  take,  ae  «>e  thought  most 

*  B«t  tkii  it  Boc  mlvajitke  ewe :  nccMinmlhr  Hit  HngeuMi 
gcU  tidlcT  or  the  mthovt  get»  ttvpid,  when  the  poor  artiDeffT- 
— ■  km  •  rhmce  of  hf hnhiin^'  hit  jpm  or  wagoa  oi  uliiMiii ia 
the  mad  or  vmtcr.  The  elephant^t  t|wik,  ia  the  form  of  a  ahell» 
or  mj  a  eoil  of  rope^  b  placed  at  the  miLule  of  the  ipun,  while 
the  bagetMktacC  with  their powerfullerenige  tfa the camafpe; 
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probable,  the  Baling  road.  But  the  party  returned 
without  haying  eflfected  this  very  desirable  object. 
It  was  afterwards  affirmed  that  the  enemy  had 
left  Thatoung  just  before  we  arrived.  In  the 
erening  a  petition  was  received  by  the  General 
from  the  head  man  in  this  part  of  the  country, 
begging  to  be  allowed  to  come  into  camp  and 
tender  his  allegiance.  He  was  a  man  of  some  rank, 
judging  from  his  golden  umbrella ;  and  arrived  with 
about  40  carts  filled  with  women  and  children,  the 
inhabitants  of  Thatoung  and  the  surroundingvillages. 
He  immediately  sent  orders  to  aD  the  people  around, 
who  had  taken  refuge  in  the  hills  and  forests,  to 
return  to  their  homes.  Proclamations  were  distri- 
buted, and  numbers  came  in  from  all  quarters. 
Thatoung  struck  us  as  being  a  large  and  important 
Burmese  town.  The  woodland  scenery,  and  the 
pagodas,  and  the  brick  walls,  also  the  spacious 
streets  and  neat  houses,  gave  an  imposing  appear- 
ance to  the  jungle  fortress.  As  we  approached  the 
heavy  firing  of  guns  gave  us  some  idea  of  having 
here  a  brush  with  the  enemy,  but  as  we  have  already 
said  nothing  was  done. 

The  force  arrived  at  Kyike-ko  on  the  26th,  after 
a  march  of  upwards  of  11  miles,  through  a  beautiful 
piece  of  coimtry.  Leaving  the  hills  for  a  short  time 
we  came  upon  a  magnificent  midan,  where  appeared 
to  be  everything  adapted  for  cultivation ; — herds  of 
buffiJoes  were  to  be  seen  on  the  vast  plain,  also  in 
the  distance  the  poor  villagers  streaming  along,  with 
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At  Kyike-ko  a  deputation  oame  in  firom  Beling 
bearing  a  petition  signed  by  20  ohiefs.  The  peti- 
tkiiy  which  stated  that  they  had  received  the  Pro- 
damation  of  the  Gk>yemor-Qeneral  annexing  Pegu, 
and  that  agreeably  to  its  purport  they  submitted  to 
our  GoYemiflenty  was  received  by  General  Steel 
with  mixed  feelings  of  satisfaction.  The  petitioners 
begged  to  be  allowed  to  remain  peaceably  in  their 
viDagea.  They  unconditionally  surrendered  up  Beling 
and  all  that  it  contained,  and  stated  further  that 
they  would  hoist  a  white  flag,  to  be  seen  as  the 
force  approached  the  stockade,  and  that  all  the 
principal  persons  would  come  out  to  meet  the 
General. 

On  the  27th  we  encamped  near  Beling  Greek. 
This  was  a  very  fatiguing  march  of  nearly  14 
miles,  and  one  which  tried  the  metal  of  not  a  few 
of  us  considerably.  At  first  through  a  beautiful 
piece  of  country,  with  superb  hills  on  our  right ;  then 
we  entered  a  dense  jungle  through  which  we  ploughed 
our  way  for  four  or  five  miles,  and  had  there  been  any 
opposition  here  the  business  might  have  been  serious; 
however,  as  a&irs  were  well  managed,  the  Column 
was  ready  for  the  enemy  in  any  numbers  and 
under  any  circumstances.  The  sun  was  at  a  deadly 
heat ;  nature  seemed  as  if  about  to  be  burned  up. 
To  some  more  exhausted  than  others  it  appeared 
as  if  the  jungle  would  never  end.  The  picturesque 
trees — their  charms  amidst  the  dense  heat  burst- 
ing forth  into  full  beauty — the  orange,  the  guava, 
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and  the  lOac  tree  * — ^wliat  were  these  in  oon^arifloa 
with  the  hope  of  soon  bdiolding  an  encanq^ng  groond 
and  some  good  dear  water!  It  came  at  last. 
There  was  Beling  creek  before  ns — altogether  a 
piece  of  endiantingBceneiy!  There  too  was  the  white 
flag  on  the  tree,  the  nght  of  which  *di^elled  oar 
hopes  of  haying  a  fight ;  and  soon  were  to  be  seen 
the  troops,  followers,  bullocks,  elephants  and  horses, 
either  refreshing  themsdyes  in,  or  standing  beside 
the  noble  water  near  which  the  Column  had  for  the 
day  encamped.  The  scene  at  the  creek  would  have 
afforded  an  admirable  subject  for  Landseer  ! 

On  the  28th  the  force  crossed  over  to  Bding. 
Before  leaving  the  creek,  which  is  some  little  distance 
from  the  town,  it  may  be  remarked  that  the  d^th 
where  we  crossed  at  low  water  is  three  feet,  and  at 
high  water  four  feet  six  inches.  There  are  we  sup- 
pose two  separate  creeks,  not  one,  as  represented 
in  some  maps ;  one  of  these,  the  chief  firom  the 
Salween  Biver,  not  reaching  within  12  or  14  miles 
of  Beling.  On  our  entry  into  the  place  the  chiefs 
came  out  and  delivered  themselves  up  as  promised. 
We  encamped  opposite  the  great  stockade.  It  was 
a  beautiful  position — ^forest  scenery  around,  with 
some  fine  hills  in  the  distance.  We  found  the 
stockade  to  be  of  considerable  extent,  rectangular, 
and  extending  nearly  a  mile  on  a  side ;  but  the 
work  was  very  low  and  sadly  destitute  of  strengtL 

*  Not  the  lilao  tree  of  England ;  but  like  it  in  the  flower. 


BELUfG.  189 

The  strcmg  prineiples  adopted  at  Bangoon  seemed 
nerer  to  have  been  known  here;  yet  had  it  been 
weU  defended  the  capture  of  it  would  have  cost  a 
lew  fiveB.  Inside  this  eztensiye  work  stood  the  town 
of  Beling.  Smne  straight  and  spadous  streets, 
{Metureeque  houses,  numerous  dogs,  and  a  few  in- 
habitants, arrested  the  attention  immediately  on  our 
cotmog  through  one  of  the  gates  of  the  stockade. 
The  Governor  had  left  a  week  before  our  arrival ; 
fome  of  us  entered  his  house,  a  wooden  dwelling,  as 
usual,  with  bamboo  floor,  all  well  made  and  of  good 
material,  roomy  enough  to  have  held  any  number  of 
members  for  a  secret  council.  As  we  passed  along 
a  few  Chinese  were  observable  in  the  bazaar ;  some 
of  them  had  opened  a  shop  already  as  a  proof  of 
oonfidence  in  a  European  customer !  The  Burmese, 
who  now  enjoyed  our  protection,  looked  with  anxious 
eye  at  the  new-comers  and  the  artillery  party  who  had 
been  sent  to  calculate  the  quantity  of  ordnance  and 
ammunition  in  the  arsenal.  *  The  old  women  looked 
very  suspicious  about  our  doings — not  a  smile  on 
any  one  ancient  female  countenance ;  while  the  men 
were  lazy  and  unwilling  to  assist  in  carrying  a  gun 

•  Found  in  the  work  and  Ma^^azine  at  Beling : — 
Iron  Guns,  .9 

Jiiigala,  ...         24 

AnnSy  old  and  new,  .  600 

Shots  of  Bizes,  7,000 

Gunpowder,  lbs.  900 

bendes  two  boxes  of  Sulphur,  two  of  Saltpetre,  and  numerous 

pigs  of  Lead. 
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at  two  to  the  gate  of  the  stockade.  One  move 
willing  than  the  others  was  thus  busily  employed 
when  an  old  dame — Otway^s  *^  hag^  in  appearanoe  a 
perfect  goddess  to  her — came  out  from  her  dweDiDg 
and  implored  us  not  to  take  away  her  son  ! 

Beling  was  for  many  years  the  principal  residenee 
of  the  Gk>vemor  of  Martaban.  It  likewise  served 
the  purpose  of  an  arsenal  for  the  troops  of  Southern 
Burmah,  and  was  doubtiess  the  place  of  congress  ibr 
the  concerting  of  all  desperate  plans  of  daooity  or 
murder. 

Intelligence  reached  us  on  the  28th  that  Gommor 
dore  Lynch  had  proceeded  in  the  Medusa  steamer 
to  destroy  a  stockade  some  10  or  12  miles  up  the 
Beling  Greek,  but  had  returned  to  Mouhnein  on  the 
24th,  having  found  that  the  boats  of  his  frigate, — 
the  Feroze^ — under  Lieutenant  Price,  had  antici- 
pated him,  and  completed  the  destruction  of  the 
work.  In  the  stockade  they  found  one  3-pounder 
gun,  20  Burmese  muskets,  and  numerous  dahs  and 
spears.  The  Proserpine  steamer  was  shortly  to  try 
and  make  her  way  up  the  Sitang. 

At  the  northern  extremity  of  the  Beling  stockade 
some  handsome  kioungs — mansions  for  one  or  more 
Poonghees — ^were  visible.  Proceeding  outside  the 
fort  we  discovered  that  they  belonged  to  a  Poonghee 
village  of  considerable  neatness  and  extent.  Here 
were  the  fathers  of  the  yellow  robe  wandering  slowly 
and  silently  about,  who  did  not  in  any  way  object 
to  our  minute  survey  of  their  religious  settlement.    In 
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ooe  of  the  principal  kioungs  we  beheld  a  grand  show 
of  Gaudamaio  finery.  A  -noble  Poonghee  who  had 
eome  from  Ava  had  died  at  Beling,  where  he  was 
now  Ijring  in  state  in  all  the  gorgeous  display  of 
*^  barbaric  ^  pomp.  His  bier  or  coffin,  raised  on 
idid^  and  richly  gilt,  stood  on  an  elaborately-wrought 
pedestal,  the  whole  surmounted  by  large  white 
mnfarellas,  and  by  muslin  draped  with  considerable 
taste.  On  all  sides  there  were  lines  of  Chinese- 
like  ]^ctures,  with  all  the  fantastic  mummeries  of 
superstition  depicted  thereon.  The  dead  Poonghee, 
^o  lay  quietly  taking  his  supreme  rest  in  the  best 
of  honey,  was  surrounded  by  some  really  good 
paintings,  the  subjects  of  which  wholly  defy  descrip- 
tion. Thus  had  he  lain  for  four  months,  and  would 
lie  they  said  for  eight  more — ^he  being  a  very  great 
man  !  After  this  stately  repose  he  would  be  taken 
oat  with  great  show,  amidst  the  firing  of  guns 
and  every  kind  of  display  pertaining  to  the  Bur- 
mese pyrotechnic  art;  combustible  matter  would 
then  be  placed  beside  the  corpse,  and  from  some  dis- 
tance people  from  many  villages  would  fire  their 
mde  rockets  and  endeavour  to  set  the  *^  saint  ^ 
on  fire.  The  successful  rocket  is  regarded  as  a 
^'  winged  messenger*^  to  teU  the  multitude  that  the 
soul  of  the  deceased  has  gone  to  heaven ! 

On  the  30th  the  Column  reached  Kokado,  a 
veiy  dusty  and  unpleasant  march  of  about  eight 
miles.  Burmese  were  to  be  seen  in  numbers  on  the 
way,  either  with  their  garies  in  motion,  or  quite 
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secure  in  their  small  villages.  Nearing  the  banks  of 
the  river  the  people  seemed  interested  and  omnous, 
and  above  all  glad  to  have  us  as  protectors.  Kokado 
appeared  to  be  a  village  of  considerable  size. 

Pursuing  our  route,  we  arrived  on  the  Slst  at 
Kyikehto,  a  long  moming'^s  or  rather  half-day ^s  work 
of  14  miles ;  but  it  was  on  the  whole  a  pleasant 
march,    through    a    highly    picturesque    countrj. 
As  the  force  passed  along,  at  every  small  hamlet 
bearing  its  white  flag,  the  few  inhabitants  seemed 
satisfied;  and  at  the  various  villages  where  watw 
was   procurable    women    and  men    had    arranged 
chatties  *  full  for  the  soldiers.     This  was  a  luxury 
on  the  march  which  they  seldom  got  even  during 
the  peaceful  times  in  India.     On  reaching  the  skirts 
of  Kyikehto  a  crowd  of  people  were  to  be  seen  on 
a  vast  plain,  from  which  one  of  the  Burmese  more 
enthusiastic  than  the  rest  stepped  forth  and  danced 
about  to  the  amusement  of  all.     Guards  were  left 
at  several  diminutive  pagodas.     The  small  temple 
on  a  rock,  with  its  plantain-tree,  and  now  also  with 
its   dark   red-coated   Sepoy  sentry,   was  a  sketch 
worthy  of  the  artist's  attention ! 

On  the  1st  of  February  the  force  reached  Kyiek- 
ka-tha,  a  distance  of  nearly  11  miles.  Before 
arriving  at  this  village  we  came  to  a  magnificent 
creek  or  river,  which  we  forded  with  some  trouble. 
Passing  by  smaU  villages  with  flags  of  truoe  as 
usual,  we  came,  towards  the  end  of  this  march, 
*  Neat  earthen  pots. 
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np<m  »  huge  solitarj  Gkiudama  seated  in  the  jungle. 
The  enormous  image,  which  once  had  a  house  but 
was  now  roofless,  seemed  also,  judging  from  its 
highly  benevolent  coimtenance,  to  be  of  opinion 
that  peace  and  industry  and  freedom  from  oppres- 
sion were  the  sovereign  remedies  for  Burmah !  Here 
a  deputation  came  in  from  the  Governor  of  Sitang. 
Woman  in  this  instance  was  '^youronlypeace-maker,^ 
for  it  was  his  wife  who  came !  The  bullock  carriage 
for  this  occasion  was  of  a  rather  superior  descrip- 
tion. Two  women  were  seated  in  the  rear;  canopied 
by  a  flag  of  truce,  while  a  Burmese  driver  occupied 
the  usual  seat  In  front.  Perhaps  no  deputation  ever 
presented  more  assurance  than  this.  Moung  Gk)ung, 
who  conmianded  at  Sitang,  had  long  been  in  arms 
against  us;  he  would  be  so  no  more.  The  wife 
departed  leaving  the  petition  from  her  husband. 

On  the  2d  Moung  Goung  came  into  camp.  The 
General  told  him  that  he  had  his  liberty.  We  be- 
lieve he  expressed  a  wish .  to  remain  eventually  at 
Sitang.  At  present  it  appeared  to  be  his  intention 
to  accompany  the  Colunm,  to  which  there  could  be 
DO  serious  objections,  since  the  chief  might  make 
himself  useful  in  a  variety  of  ways. 

On  the  3d,  after  a  march  of  seven  miles,  wound 
up  by  crossing  a  most  difficult  creek,  the  force 
arrived  at  Sitang.  We  came  partly  through  midan, 
partly  through  jungly  forest,  in  which  were  some 
noble  trees.  Up  hill  and  down  dale  was  the  order 
of  this  march.    At  length  emerging  from  the  jungle 
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law  ^e  anpoRanc  sawn  of  saavir  n  a  ^ 

TV*  ^Tang  «'*««»^ »tW  miOKi 
«f  T^JO  5iPt»  wide^     Oft 
liev  of  dift  Plwuia  aoi 

from  Majw  Hill  «t  Pegs^  iueiiip  tih^  ke  lad  ona 
■Hwtk'*  priyfinoatf  for  o«r  fcice  remdj  to  be  de»- 
palchcd  to  meet  im  it  i  Hlhgr  im  thr  irght  bttok  of 
tbe  SiUng  riro'  caDed  Mcdgroi,  thm  beog  tlie  phoe 
to  wkidi  the  beat  road  bom  Pegm  to  Siiotf-Gjiie 
leads.  Now  we  had  onhr  e^ht  dajv*  provisions  in 
eamp;  and  in  eooseqoenee  of  the  unsettled  state  of 
the  inhabitants  littk  was  to  be  procured  in  or  about 
the  Tillages.  On  the  3d  also  a  letter  was  reoeived 
by  Moong  Goong  from  Moung  Bjoung,  the  GoTemor 
of  Shoe-Gyne.  A  bcKitman  brought  it  by  the  river. 
The  contents  of  this  letter  were  said  to  be  to  the 
effect  that  Moung  Goung  was  to  use  his  utmost 
exertions  to  delay  our  advance  for  a  month  or  two ; 
but  that  if  this  could  not  be  eflTected  he  was  quite 
prepared  to  receive  us  in  a  hostile  manner.  Moung 
Goung  very  wisely  handed  over  the  letter  to  the 
General,  with  the  man  who  brought  it. 

On  the  4th  a  party  of  us  took  a  ramble  over 
Sitang.  Grossing  the  creek  in  a  canoe  we  pro- 
oooded  up  the  principal  street,  leading  in  a  straight 
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line  to  the  Pagoda;  as  usual  with  their  streets  a 
briok  pathway  in  the  centre,  plenty  of  space,  and 
houses  tolerably  neat  in  appearance.  Ascending  a 
narrow  flight  of  ruinous  steps,  long,  uncovered,  and 
walled  on  each  side,  we  reached  an  eminence  on 
which  was  some  fine  jungle,  many  ^^  sawmy  ^  houses, 
also  the  old  Pagoda  of  Sitang.  The  base  of  this 
stmcture  consisted  of  a  solid  brick  mass — ^a  hexagon, 
about  50  feet  of  a  side — ^with  two  or  three  small 
terraces  around.  From  the  centre  of  this  rose  the 
Pagoda  to  the  insignificant  height  of  some  70  feet ; 
in  fact,  except  for  its  prominent  position,  this 
temple  would  hardly  be  worthy  of  notice.  Pro-* 
ceeding  about  70  or  80  yards  beyond  the  Pagoda  we 
MTived  at  the  bank  of  the  river,  commanding  a  fine 
view  of  the  Sitang  as  it  flowed  in  its  quiet  majesty 
along.  Here  one  might  almost  say  the  bank  is  a 
vast  steep,  from  which  guns,  well  planted,  might 
sweep  the  river  with  terrible  effect.  On  the  other 
side  of  the  water  no  hills  were  to  be  seen,  nothing 
but  rice  country,  varied  by  picturesque  prairie  lands. 
We  observed  in  one  of  the  shrines  a  representation 
of  Graudama^s  foot,  weU  done  in  red  stone.  Large 
idols  as  usual  were  seated  about,  some  with  black, 
others  with  yellow  robes — their  attendants  kneeling 
beside  them  with  apparent  earnestness.  There  were 
also  numerous  figures  of  nats  (fairies).  But  as 
regards  the  religion  of  Graudama  it  struck  us — unless 
the  priests  revive  it  under  our  rule — Sitang  may  say 
"  The  glory  has  departed  !  ^    Poonghees  did  not 
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wza:  &  "smsTT  7a  za^  Sicaac-  The  nH«k  «ac^  tdw 
dtiaiifi  aziL  fevisal  4&«n  w«r  Ukd.  awl  tike 
^saetscaia  s^raHLy  ftSeii  k  k  obfect.     At  kagtii 

a»i  aaeK  dte  ptfKe  s&v«  ml  A  jnae  Sdbdkcn  of 
tfe  Kuoe  of  Ckrk  mfe  abnt  ^he  one  tmie  m 

^aCuc  i^kaot  of  Meeky^sx.  m  laost  inipottaBt  point. 
M«cx-Kin>:«k-Loc3f.  tbe  Qaten^s  brodier-iiKlair, 
— why  wrzh  ocr  firWi>i  Moazi^  Goonf  had  been  tlie 
pn&rTp<^  xxkscrcnKziLf  in  lieEieging  Pegn — it  was 
now  said  ha*l  son-*  to  the  -  Sawmv  ^  conntfr.  It 
was  not  e&«T  f*>r  n«  to  diTine  what  particular  conntfr 
thi^  was.  It  might  be  Siam — it  might  be  the  Shan 
States!  Am«>ag  the  independent  people  of  the 
latter  the  boosted  General  of  Shoe-Gvne  had  per- 
haps gone  to  beat  up  troops!  The  Jie^/usa  had 
gone  up  the  Salween  to  protect  commissariat-boats 
bringing  provisions  to  Beling.  The  Pro§erpimf  had 
also  set  forth  on  her  Tovage  of  discoTery  up  the 
Sitang  river. 

*  Put  down  in  the  Plsns  ss  *  taken  by  the  Msdras  troope 
nndsr  Brigadier  Pepper.** 
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Before  leaving  the  important  town  of  Sitang 
it  may  be  rramrked  that  we  found  the  popula- 
tion of  the  place  extremely  scanty.  Many  had 
not  left  it ;  and  we  fear  that  the  population  of  this 
district^  and  that  of  others  we  had  passed  through, 
has  been  much  exaggerated.  In  fact  it  may  be 
questioned  whether  Pegu — larger  in  extent  than 
Scotland — ^has  three  millions  of  inhabitants. 

On  the  5th  the  Column  marched  to  Toung-zayat, 
not  four  miles  distant.  But  yet  although  so  brief 
it  was  a  very  difficult  business  for  the  commissariat 
carts  and  the  guns.  However  this  of  course  was 
a  matter  of  little  consequence ;  the  reason  of  our 
not  proceeding  further  was  want  of  water,  the 
town  with  this  beverage  in  a  convenient  position 
being  some  15  miles  beyond.  In  the  jungle  near 
where  we  were  encamped,  close  to  the  Sitang  river, 
were  sombre  jungle  sheep,  and  in  the  opinion  of 
some  even  rhinoceros.  Teal  and  other  small  game 
were  being  knocked  over  during  the  day  by  the 
younger  sportsmen  of  the  force.  At  this  time  boats 
could  easily  proceed  from  Sitang  to  Sho^Gyne,  and 
as  we  found  eventually  to  Tonghoo.  Gazing  on  the 
Sitang,  it  was  pleasing  to  entertain  the  hope  of 
seeing  one  day  a  fleet  of  small  steamers  running 
to  and  fro  upon  it.  Then  would  the  noble  Irrawaddy 
also  be  covered  with  British  steamers,  and  there 
might  be  electric  telegraphs  in  the  country  all  busy 
at  work,  and  printing  presses  in  the  principal  towns 
of  our  Pegu  dominions ;  and  there  might  bo  numo- 


198  THB  8B00HD  BU&MBSB  WAB. 

rouB  weekly.and  daily  joumak,  with  excellent  e< 
and  other  men  of  scienoe  and  literature,  who 
not  dream  only  of  progress,  bat  act,  and  shi 
light  of  knowledge  over  a  fertile  and  happy 
And  if  such  a  consununation  should  be  cyot 
accomplished,  how  amusing  it  will  be  to  turn 
to  the  day  when  before  the  annexation  of  I 
Noble  Lord  said  in  the  British  Senate  tha 
wonld  be  the  last  proof  of  political  insanity  t 
beyond  our  present  territorial  limits  in  Bur 
The  act,  forced  as  it  was  on  the  Indian  O 
ment,  wiU  then  at  least  have  some  show  of  i 
with  all  this  progress  ! 

On  the  7th  the  force  arrived  at  Nyoun4[} 
after  a  march  of  nearly  15  miles.  Three  miles  sc 
this  town  was  Meekyo,  smd  we  were  nowaboutSl 
from  Pegu.  At  the  former  place  it  was  expect 
should  find  the  provisions  which  had  been  fom 
by  Major  Hill,  and  fortunately  we  were  not  < 
pointed.  A  string  of  upwards  of  180  carts  hac 
escorted  to  Meekyo  by  a  detachment  of  Fu£ 
19th  M.  N.  I.,  and  Sappers,  under  the  comm£ 
Captain  Stephenson.  Two  Officers  who  we 
bring  up  the  provisions  observed  a  raft  on  the 
with  three  dead  Burmese  on  it,  supposed  to  hav< 
the  victims  of  Moung-Kyouk-Loung'^s  vengean 
his  receiving  intelligence  of  the  first  dispersi 
his  army  by  the  British  from  the  city  of 
Numerous  boats  had  been  procured  at  Nyoi 
douk  by  order  of  Moung  Qoung.     His  was  i 


T^LAIN  CORPS.  198 

giognomy  that  would  have  puzzled  Lavater  himself. 
He  had  deep  liiies  in  his  face,  and  seemed  active  and 
intelligent ;  but  there  was  something  restless  about 
the  eye  of  the  late  Governor  of  Sitang,  and  he 
appeared  to  be  quite  indifferent  about  receiving  any 
sort  of  consideration  from  the  Column,  as,  on  his 
humble  pony,  and  with  his  small  band  of  followers 
—some  two  or  three  men — ^he  plodded  his  way  along! 

By  the  evening  half  the  quantity  of  Commissariat 
stores  were  landed,  the  remainder  came  in  on  the 
following  day.  On  the  8th  and  9th  the  force  halted. 
About  130  sick  were  now  sent  away,  nearly  all 
natives.  They  would  return  with  the  detachment 
which  had  come  with  provisions  for  Pegu.  One 
Fusilier  died  on  the  9th ;  two  had  been  drowned ; 
which,  with  one  shot,  were  the  total  casualties 
hitherto  among  the  Europeans  of  the  force. 

The  General  despatched  from  this  place  by  water  all 
aoununition  in  excess  of  100  rounds  per  man,  exclu- 
sive of  what  each  man  carried  in  his  pouch,  being 
more  than  half  the  total  supply.  He  also  despatched 
three  boat-loads  of  rice  to  Sho4-Gyne.  At  Sitang 
he  had  hoped  to  find  the  navy  boats  but  was 
disappointed.  No  doubt  the  Bore  had  deterred  them. 

It  was  now  asserted  that  Martaban  was  to  be 
given  up  as  a  station  for  British  regular  troops,  and 
was  to  be  defended  by  a  company  of  the  old  Talain 
Oorps — the  only  one  remaining  we  believe  of  that 
efficient  body  which  had  done  good  service  in  the 
days  of  the  unfortunate  Impey. 
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Befare  fesvii^  NjoiiB47-4«dk  we  listed  the  bwy 
icoieoa  the  Sifcangwfceie  the  €kaual«Bdapqrtioa 
«f  the  troopc  were  enrmmpfA.  Takiiig m dMrt  ride 
thffoo^  the  lilbge,  ud  ahMg  the  side  ct  the  riier, 
it  wae  impossUe  not  to  be  etnidL  with  the  bewitifid 
proepect.  The  deejr  light  hfaie  water — the  rugged 
aadflteep  bttiikB — theonallciaft  fiottting  here  aad 
there  the  nmnereoe  frnit-treee  growing  in  loxnri- 
ance  in  the  gardens  attached  to  the  houses  on  the 
rirer-dde — plantains — si^ar-eane,  and  eren  rose- 
trees,  reminding  one  of  <Nd  England — all  had  an 
appearance  of  comfort  and  cleanliness  quite  in  keep- 
ing with  the  magnificent  seme.  A  few  women  wero 
to  be  seen  in  the  houses,  surrounded  by  some  chubby 
children — the  former  engaged  in  the  domestic  occu- 
pation  of  pounding  rice,  ^diich  they  did  with  a  seem- 
ing philosophical  composure ! 

On  the  10th  the  Column  moTed  to  Dounsereet, 
a  distance  of  neariy  11  miles.  This  was  a  beautiful 
march ;  for  a  considerable  distance  along  the  banks 
of  the  Sitang  BiTer,  a  complete  view  of  which  we 
occasionally  beheld  on  emerging  from  the  jungle. 
Here  were  trees  and  flowers  of  every  hue,  as  if 
Flora  had  exhausted  her  beauties  in  Burmah; 
sometimes  the  foliage  all  around  would  be  seen 
covered  with  scarlet  and  amber-coloured  tints,  then 
a  sudden  change  to  some  other  shade,  equally 
pleasing  to  the  eye.  In  this  route  there  was  a 
good  deal  of  long  grass  where  one  might  sup- 
pose the  tiger  crouched  occasionally.     Some  superb 
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Poongfaee  houses  were  to  be  met  with,  situated  in 
li%fa  positions.  We  encamped  near  the  village, 
and  begoiled  an  afternoon  to  watch  the  many 
elephants  bathing  in  the  Sitang ;  the  mahout  caus- 
ing his  animal  to  disappear  bodily,  and  then  to  rise 
suddenly,  like  a  black  mountain  from  the  water,  was 
a  ngfat  not  often  seen,  even  in  India.  The  Proserpine 
had  faOed  to  make  her  way  up  the  Sitang,  and  was 
nearly — so  rumour  said — swamped  by  the  Bore. 

To  Shway-Oheen  or  Sho^Gyne,  the  distance  is 
Hi  miles.*  "  This  important  city,***  writes  an  Officer 
of  the  force,  *^  is  situated  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Sitang,  in  an  angle  formed  by  a  small  branch  of  the 
river  jutting  out  to  the  east.  The  town  itself  has 
no  defences ;  it  possesses  a  considerable  number  of 
houses,  and  must  have  been  very  populous.  When 
we  entered  the  place  there  were  a  great  many  people, 
but  the  approach  of  an  army  of  foreigners,  of  a  race 
unknown,  and  a  colour  hitherto  unlocked  upon, — of 
whose  intentions  grave  doubts  cannot  but  have  ex- 
isted in  the  minds  of  multitudes  unaccustomed  to 
mercy  or  forbearance  from  a  triumphant  foe,  must 
naturally  have  driven  many  to  hide  themselves  for  a 
time.  The  fact  that  numbers  were  bold  enough  to 
await  our  arrival,  and  trust  not  only  themselves  but 
their  wives  and  children  to  the  power  of  the  English 
Chief  and  his  army,  at  whose  approach  their  own 

•  We  arrived  at  thia  fine  town  on  the  11th,  after  a  most 
difficult  inarch  through  dense  columns  of  hamboo  jungle,  fro- 
quentlj  placed  like  the  aisles  of  a  Cathedral. 
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tyrants  had  retreated  in  dismay,  was  a  tribute  of 
respect  for,  and  confidence  in  our  character  for  good 
faith  and  justice,  such  as  any  English  soldier  mi^t 
well  be  proud  of.  The  Colunm  crossed  the  stream 
of  pure  water  which  flowed  from  the  mountains  on 
our  right.  The  long  line  of  British  soldiers — ^the 
tall  sepoys  of  Hindustan — the  small  but  wiiy 
Madrassies — the  picturesque  Irregular  Cavalry — 
and  those  powerful  guns  whose  shells  had  struck 
such  terror  into  the  Burmese  atKyouk-y6-dwingand 
Gongoh,  filed  in  a  long  line  through  the  defenceless 
streets,  gazed  upon  by  a  trembling  half-trusting 
crowd  of  men  and  women — ^the  inhabitants  of  Sho^ 
6yne  !  Passing  beyond  the  town  to  the  north,  and 
a  little  to  the  east,  on  a  hill  of  small  elevation,  but 
in  a  very  conmianding  position,  is  the  stockade; 
we  found  it  to  be  nearly  new,  very  strongly  built,  and 
very  lately  evacuated  by  the  Burmese  army.  It  would 
contain  a  garrison  of  700  men  with  ease,  and  can  be 
extended  on  three  sides,  the  ground  being  of  the  same, 
or  nearly  the  same  elevation  to  the  south,  the  east, 
and  the  north.  On  the  west  the  road  to  Tonghoo 
passes,  and  is  completely  commanded.  Lieutenant 
Fraser,  our  able  and  energetic  Field -Engineer, 
commenced  at  once  the  alterations  and  improve- 
ments necessary  to  convert  the  Burmese  stockade 
into  a  strong  and  well  fortified  post.  Our  camp  was 
pitched  just  beyond  the  town,  on  an  esplanade  to  the 
right  of  the  road  leading  up  to  the  Hill  Pagoda  and 
stockade.'"    As  a  town,  even  Rangoon  could  not  be 
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compared  with  Shod-6yne,  (the  valley  of  gold)  ;  but 
the^Great  Dagoon  Pagoda  was  wanting  here  ! 

On  the  12th  the  Cteneral  met  Lieutenant  Hellard 
of  the  H.  G.  S.  frigate  Feroze^  who  had  been  fortu- 
nate enough  to  make  his  way  up  the  Sitang  from 
Martaban,  and  to  arrive  at  Shway-Gween  with  three 
boats  from  his  ship,  and  three  more  laden  with  provi- 
sions for  the  force*  The  only  difficulty  he  experienced 
in  the  navigation  of  the  river  was  in  entering  it,  over 
numerous  and  extensive  sand-banks,  the  channels 
between  which  have  never  been  properly  surveyed. 
The  Bore  appeared  to  him  on  one  occasion,  and  the 
only  one  of  any  importance,  about  six  feet  high  ;  but 
his  boats  had  been  hauled  up  in  a  small  creek 
and  were  perfectly  safe.  After  entering  the  river 
Lieutenant  Hellard  met  with  no  obstacle  of  any  kind 
to  his  progress;  the  channel  was  deep,  even,  and 
free  from  sand-banks.* 

A  ride  through  the  town  of  Sho6-Gyne,  on  a  tour 
of  observation,  gave  a  favourable  impression  of  the 
place.  The  chief  parts  seemed  to  lie  in  five  or  six 
long  spacious  principal  streets,  as  usual  with  the 
brick  pathway  in  the  centre  ;  minor  streets  crossed 
these  at  right  angles,  the  whole  plan  evidently  laid 
out  with  care  and  taste.  Numerous  dogs  and  many 
fine  cocks  were  to  be  seen  in  the  town,  the  latter 
it  is  well  known  the  Burmese  do  not  kill,  but  keep 
for  fighting.     The  day  after  our  arrival  the  people 

*  Some  inierestiDg  Notes  on  the  Sitang  Bore,  kindly  furnish- 
ed by  a  Madras  Officer,  will  be  found  in  Appendix,  No.  XI. 
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m»!mmf^     The  aoldkn  boagb  wd  the  i 

0oU  with  good  win.     In  one 

he  teen  wearing  eioth  with  a  1 

may  be  seen  daflj  in  Crlaegow  or 

On  the  13th  we  befiere  thai  a  letter  was  recetred 
bj  the  Creneral  from  the  CrOfemow  of  Martaban, 
Shway-Oheen,  and  Kyook-Ghee,  stating  that  thej 
had,  under  instmctions  from  the  Court  of  Ara, 
eea«ed  ho«tilitiefl  until  the  resok  of  an  appBeation  to 
Bangoon  for  the  settlement  of  the  terms  of  a  pesee 
should  be  known.  Thev  hoped  the  General  would 
not  advance  for  the  present  beyond  Shway-Crfaeen. 
No  answer  was  returned  to  this  letter,  but  as  the 
Officers  of  the  Commissariat  reported  that  they 
could  provide  20  days'*  pro>'isions  for  a  force  of  800 
men,  with  a  proportion  of  followers,  it  was  resolv- 
ed to  advance  at  once  upon  Tongfaoo.  Captain 
Camithers  of  the  Ist  M.  N.  I.,  Moulmein  detach- 
ment, was  despatched  with  his  company  to  Meekyo 
to  escort  some  provisions  expected  there  from  Pegu. 
He  took  with  him  00  boats  furnished  by  the  head  man 
at  Sh  way-Gheen,  who,  during  our  stay,  had  made  him- 
self exceedingly  energetic  and  useful.  It  was  resolved 
to  take  half  of  the  20  days^  provisions  for  the  force  in 
boats  up  the  Sitang  River,  escorted  by  the  boats  of 
the  Ferozey  under  Lieutenant  Hellard.  The  other  half 
would  bo  carried  by  CO  elephants  and  40  platform 
calls,  to  each  of  which  an  extra  team  was  furnished* 
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CHAPTER  XIV 

FEOM  SHOB-QYNE  TO  TONGHOO. 

The  Light  Division  of  the  Martaban  Column  was 
small,  but  very  compact  and  well  selected.  Includ- 
ing Officers,  the  force  did  not  exceed  900  men,  400 
of  whom  were  Europeans.*  Various  accounts  had 
been  circulated  of  the  difficulties  in  the  line  of 
march,  and  the  distance  from  Sho^-Gyne  to  Tonghoo 
was  reckoned  at  from  80  to  100  miles. 

•  The  force  consisted  of  about  60  European  Madras  Artillery 
(D  Company,  3d  Battalion),  with  native  gun  lascars  and  driversy 
under  Captain  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Anstruther,  C.  B. ;  up- 
wards of  60  Madras  Sappers  under  Lieutenant  Shortland ;  the 
Bamghur  Cavalry  detachment  under  Lieutenant  Lambert ;  some 
200  Bengal  Fusiliers  under  Major  Gerrard ;  about  170  Madras 
Fusiliers  under  Captain  Geils  ;  a  detachment  of  the  5th  M.  N.  L 
ander  Major  Shubrick ;  the  10th  B.  N.  I.  detachment  under 
Major  Welchman.  Two  24-pounder  howitzers  and  two  54-inch 
mortars,  with  rocket  tube,  accompanied  the  force.  Fifty  rounds 
of  spare  ammunition  per  man  were  carried  in  boats,  also  a 
qnaotity  for  the  Artillery. 
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It  is  recorded  that  in  the  Talayera  Campaign,  and 
during  the  hot  season  in  Spain,  Oeneral  Craufurd 
marched  with  his  light  division,  each  man  carrying  a 
very  considerable  weight  along  with  him,  62  miles  in 
26  hours,  and  left  only  17  stragglers  behind  !  Had 
there  been  any  necessity  for  it  Oeneral  Steel  would 
probably  have  endeavoured  to  emulate  General 
Craufurd,  notwithstanding  the  difference  in  the  two 
climates.  But  20  days  was  the  limit  of  absence  pro- 
posed ;  or  seven  to  go,  seven  to  return,  and  five  or  six 
in  which  to  fight,  or  carry  on  political  negotiations 
at  the  ancient  city  and  fortress  of  Tonghoo,  which 
had  not  been  reached  in  the  First  Burmese  War ; 
where  the  footsteps  of  the  Anglo-Saxon,  one  might 
say,  had  never  yet  been  planted  !  Major  Seton  was 
left  in  command  of  Shod-Gyne. 

On  Tuesday  the  15th  of  February  the  force 
marched  to  Yong  Daing,  a  distance  of  seven  miles, 
through  a  dense  jungle.  On  arrival  we  found  the 
village  deserted  and  in  ruins.  There  were  marks  of 
a  recent  encampment,  probably  where  a  small  band 
of  dacoits  had  debated  concerning  the  proceeds  of 
the  plunder  of  the  village.  It  struck  some  during 
this  march  that  the  teak  and  other  trees  were  finer 
than  those  we  had  previously  seen.  There  was  also 
a  very  curious  species  of  the  Banyan  tree,  while 
some  blue  flowers  added  to  the  beauty  of  the  forest 
scenery. 

News  arrived  to-day  that  several  Burmese  families 
had  come  into  Martaban,  also  that  a  gallant  affiur 
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had  taken  place  near  the  Aeng  Pass,  in  which 
the  enemy^s  stockade  had  been  taken  by  Captains 
Nuthall  and  Sutherland  by  a  night  surprise.*  The 
stockade  was  upon  the  Nareghain  HiU,  near  the 
entrance  of  the  Pass.  At  night,  or  rather  early  in 
the  morning  of  the  6th  of  January,  the  force  sent  by 
Major  Maling,  under  the  guidance  of  a  native  chief, 
arriyed  within  two  miles  of  Nareghain.  ^^  The  force 
then  moYcd  silently  forward  towards  the  stockade, 
and  CSaptain  Nuthall  having  assured  himself  by  per- 
KMial  observation  that  the  enemy  were  asleep,  order- 
ed Captain  Sutherland  to  charge  the  gate  in  force, 
he  himself  meanwhile  firing  a  volley  upon  the  in- 
mates of  the  stockade.  The  Burmese,  just  roused 
from  sleep  and  paralyzed  by  the  suddenness  of  the 
attack,  fled,  abandoning  even  their  guns.*^  Thus 
was  another  laurel  gained  by  the  Arracan  Local 
Battalion ! 

To  seize  a  string  of  120  elephants  which  were  ex- 
pected in  Arracan  in  January  on  their  way  to  Prome, 
when  they  would  most  probably  pass  through  the 
defile,  was  doubtless  the  principal  object  of  the  Bur- 
mese in  constructing  the  above  stockade. 

The  weather  was  now  becoming  frightfully  hot  in 
tents ;  we  found  it  particularly  so  at  this  place,  hav- 

*  Before  Hub  a  force  under  Major  Maling,  68th  B.  N.  I.,  and 
Captain  Barry  commanding;  the  Arracan  Battalion,  had  returned 
from  a  projected  attack  on  the  Aeng  Pass  Stockade,  on  account 
of  its  great  strength,  and  from  the  want  of  artillery.  This  was 
at  leaat  highly  prudent. 
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ing  just  left  a  shady  encampment  at  Sho6-G^e. 
However  in  Burmah  an  occasional  refreshing  breeze 
springs  up  which  counteracts  the  heat  in  a  faint 
degree  rather  more  frequently  than  in  India.  This 
may  divest  many  of  the  notion,  which  there  is  good 
reason  to  believe  is  a  fact,  that  the  Burmese  sun  is 
more  intense  than  the  Indian  one !  Several  people 
came  in  to  the  ruined  village  before  we  left. 

On  the  16th  the  force  reached  Bogatha,  a  march 
of  about  14  miles.  It  was  a  very  difficult  and  tedious 
one,  over  uneven  ground  and  through  dense  jungle. 
Guns  upsetting,  waggons  upsetting;  one  splendid 
howitzer  took  upwards  of  30  minutes  of  artillery 
tactics  to  extricate  from  a  most  perilous  position ! 
However  it  was  righted  all  in  good  time ;  but  had 
there  been  firing  heard  a-head  on  this  occasion,  when 
wo  were  so  nobly  aided  and  flanked  by  infantiy, 
it  might  have  been  extricated  with  more  speed.  To 
travel  as  easily  as  possible  the  Artillery  had  taken 
with  them  chiefly  limbers  in  preference  to  waggons, 
and  all  the  best  cattle  had  been  selected  for  this  ex- 
pedition at  Shoe-GjTie.  Our  Colonel  had  shewn  his 
usual  judgment  and  tact  in  these  respects.  The 
gun  was  provoking  enough,  but  for  the  catastrophe 
of  a  waggon  we  were  indebted  to  a  *'  half-reasoning 
elephant,""  who,  on  propelling  it  up  a  vast  steep 
hurled  it  over  with  little  ceremony.  Major  Welch- 
man  and  his  gallant  Corps,  the  10th  B.  N.  I.,  were 
of  great  service  to  us  in  this  dilemma,  as  our  men 
were  now  much  scattered  on  account  of  the  difficulty 
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ct  bringiog  on  the  artillery  train.  But  altogether, 
as  above  remarked,  not  more  than  half-an-hour  was 
lost,  and  the  force  arrived  at  Bogatha  not  much 
behind  the  usual  time. 

In  this  vicinity  the  tiger  was  said  to  abound;  but 
beyond  hearing  that  a  bullock  had  been  killed  and 
a  driver  wounded  by  one  of  these  animals,  no  acci- 
dents were  reported. 

On  the  17th  the  force  arrived  at  Eyouk-6hee, 
after  a  march  of  nearly  15  miles.  Starting  at  six, 
we  came  in  a  little  after  12, — fair  marching,  con- 
sidering the  jungle  and  the  heat  of  the  sun.  There 
were  some  difficult  steeps  on  the  way,  but  these 
and  other  obstacles  we  surmounted  this  morning  with 
a  sort  of  practised  facility.  We  encamped  near  the 
bank  of  a  beautiful  creek  of  the  Sitang.  On  the 
other  side  lay  the  town— one  of  considerable  import- 
aooe— through  which  we  rambled  during  the  day 
and  inspected  some  captured  Chiefs,  the  result  of  a 
reconnoitring  party  of  Irregular  Horse  which  had 
gone  ont  immediately  after  arrival,  under  Captain 
Oogstoun ;  Captain  Travers  was  also  a  chivalrous 
ocmipanion  in  arms  on  this  occasion,  for  the  particu- 
lars of  which  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  Gcneral^s 
dei^tch  in  the  Appendix.*  Nothing  could  be  more 
provoking  than  the  escape  of  the  Governor  of  Mar- 
taban.  Among  the  trophies  found  was  a  gold  chain 
and  insignia  which,  according  to  Burmese  custom, 
had  been  presented  by  the  King  of  Ava  to  Moung- 

No.  XII. 
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Bho  —  '^MouDgbwa,^  —  on  his  installation  into 
office.  The  captured  Chiefs,  surronnded  bj  their 
followers,  made  an  excellent  living  piotore,  and 
interested  us  considerably.  But  there  was  some- 
thing ludicrous  about  it,  so  it  would  have  required 
the  powers  of  WUkie  and  Allan  together  to  have 
put  it  faithfully  on  canvass.  Our  friend  Moung- 
Goung  was  there  looking  quite  pleased  apparently 
at  the  condition  of  his  captured  brethren;  these 
*^  nobles^  did  not  seem  at  all  to  consider  that  they 
had  been  defeated  in  a  grand  object ;  if  they  did,  it 
showed  a  pliancy  of  mind  under  difficulties,  a  quality 
not  too  common  even  among  enlightened  Europeans! 
The  country  around  Kyouk-Ohee  was  well  worthy  of 
attention.  A  splendid  ridge  of  hills  about  2000  feet 
high  looked  down  on  us,  while  we  were  encamped 
near  clear  water  and  among  the  varied  beauties  of 
woodland  scener}'.  We  found  some  good  houses 
and  streets  in  the  town,  also  a  few  romantic-look- 
ing old  Pagodas. 

On  the  18th  we  proceeded  on  our  march  north- 
ward, and  having  gone  a  distance  of  12  miles,  reached 
Kyoumbea. 

At  first  we  entered  a  dense  jungly  forest  with 
trees  of  every  hue  and  shape,  innumerable  ereepem 
round  the  trees,  as  if  Love  had  fairly  taken  up  his 
abode  in  this  retreat ;  there  were  some  fine  pieces  of 
timber  here  and  there,  but  chiefly  of  young  growth. 
At  length  we  came  to  a  bamboo  forest,  where  wne 
over-hanging  gothic  arches  of  infinite  grace  and 
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beauty,  f<Miiiing  a  glorious  canopy  as  we  passed 
aloDg.  In  addition  to  the  ordnance  captured  at 
Kyoak-diee,  we  found  at  Waigee,  five  miles  from 
the  last  encamping  ground,  two  iron  guns  and  some 
jingals ;  these  we  destroyed. 

On  the  19th  the  force  marched  to  Mome,  or 
Moong-Goa,  a  distance  of  more  than  12  miles.  Less 
forest  and  jungle  appeared  during  this  march,  and 
the  ground  was  harder  and  more  level  than  usual. 
The  teak  tree  was  to  be  seen  occasionally;  but, 
as  heretofore,  it  was  generally  young.  The  best  teak 
is  found  more  inland,  or  away  from  the  influence  of 
the  Sitang  river,  which  we  believe  renders  the  wood 
soft,  and  for  many  purposes  unserviceable.  We 
were  once  more  in  sight  of  this  noble  river  for  the 
first  time  since  leaving  Shoe-Gyne. 

Several  inhabitants  appeared  on  our  arrival  at 
the  village.  Grossing  over  a  creek  of  pure  water, 
the  force  encamped  on  a  picturesque  plain  a  little 
beyond.  Here  it  was  said  that  the  Martaban 
Governor  had  gone  on,  and  that  a  large  party  of 
Burmese  soldiery  had  taken  a  different  road  from 
that  over  which  we  were  forcing  our  way.  Captain 
Cflogstoun  again  went  out  with  a  small  party  of 
sowars  to  reconnoitre.  Nothing  however  was  seen 
or  done,  and  the  only  piece  of  intelligence  we 
could  obtain  worth  recording  was,  that  accredited 
agents  had  arrived  at  Tonghoo  from  Ava ;  that  there 
were  rival  parties,  and  these  were  fighting  in  the 
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streets  to  the  no  ordmary  danger  of  the  more  ] 
ful  citizens ! 

On  the  20th  we  arrived  at  Laylangoh,  distant 
10  miles  from  Mome.  On  the  whole  we  found 
this  a  very  good  road,  through  forest,  plain,  and 
patches  of  long  grass.  The  timber  was  of  a  larger 
growth  than  usual.  There  were  two  or  three  deep 
nulluhs  to  cross,  but  these  did  not  occasion  us  much 
inconvenience.  We  passed  by  several  small  villages, 
the  inhabitants,  including  many  old  women  and  young 
children,  came  boldly  out  to  -see  the  ^'  Englishers^ 
with  their  strange  soldiers  and  their  strange  cattle. 
They  must  have  thought  wo  were  bound  for  Ava 
or  Pokin  at  least !  At  any  rate  progress  was 
strongly  stamped  on  the  appearance  of  our  force. 
A  suspension-bridge  of  the  most  curious  construc- 
tion was  to  be  seen  on  this  march,  which  shewed  a 
rude  knowledge  of  engineering.  The  people  were 
very  obliging.  The  General  with  his  troops  inspir^ 
confidence,  while  the  Proclamation  he  distributed 
sliowed  that  the  Indian  Government  were  in  earnest. 
Conciliation  had  not  been  better  employed  since  the 
days  of  the  Marquess  Wellesley. 

For  the  following  account  of  the  concluding  por- 
tion of  the  achievements  of  the  Martaban  Column  we 
are  indebted  to  an  accomplished  Officer  of  the  force : 

On  the  21  st  of  February  we  marched  18  miles, 
to  Thandobin,  on  the  bank  of  the  Sitang.  There 
was  no  place  adapted  for  the  encampment  of  more 
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than  a  very  small  detachment  until  we  reached  the 
river,  which  runs  with  considerable  force  and  has  a 
good  body  of  water  here ;  the  village  is  situated 
on  both  sides  of  it.  The  ford  slopes  across, 
going  down  the  stream,  from  the  right  to  the  left 
bank,  and  is  nearly  half-a-mile  in  length,  the  water 
coming  above  a  horse'^s  breast.  On  our  first  appear- 
ance at  the  river-side  we  saw  a  Burmese  Chief, 
mounted  on  a  large  horse  and  accompanied  by  a  few 
followers,  on  the  opposite  shore.  He  hailed  us,  and 
the  Assistant  Quartermaster-General  with  an  Inter- 
preter rode  down  to  the  water^s  edge  to  hear  what 
he  had  to  say.  He  called  out  to  know  the  cause  of 
our  appearance  on  the  borders  of  his  dominions: 
**  You,*"  he  said,  "  are  the  governors  of  a  great 
country  and  we  are  the  same ;  what  is  your  purpose 
in  coming  so  far! '^  He  added  that  he  would  not  fire 
upon  us  if  we  did  not  fire  on  him.  He  was  told 
that  if  he  wanted  to  say  anything  he  might  come 
across  the  river  to  the  General's  tent  and  return  at 
his  pleasure ;  he  however  declined  the  honour,  and 
shortly  afterwards  rode  off  to  Tonghoo,  styled  by  the 
people  of  the  country  Tan-hoon.  It  subsequently 
appeared  that  on  his  arrival  there  the  Governors  of 
Tonghoo,  Martaban,  Shway-Gheen,  and  all  the 
other  Chiefs,  including  himself,  set  out  with  great 
haste  on  the  road  to  Ava. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22d  the  whole  force  crossed 
the  Sitang.  The  majority  of  the  men  were  carried 
over  on   elephants,  and   the  Column   marched   on 
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oontemplated  by  their  Qiiefs.    No  attempt  had  been 
made  to  remove  anything,  and  the  guns  had  not 
even  been  mounted  on  the  walls,  but  were  collected 
in  order  and  placed  beneath  a  large  shed.    Soon 
after  our  camp  had  been  pitched  the   Irregular 
Gavalry  were  ordered  out  in  pursuit  of  ihe  Chiefs  who 
had  fled  the  day  previous.  The  energetic  and  indefati- 
gable Captain  Gogstoun,  accompanied  by  Lieutenant 
Lambert  the  zealous  commandant  of  the  Bamghur 
Home,  Captains  Travers,  Fanshawe,  and  MaxweU, 
also  went  as  volunteers.     Although  only  SO  horse- 
men were  employed  they  followed  the  fugitives  up 
for  more  than  20  miles,  only  ceasing  the  pursuit  on 
finding  their  horses  completely  exhausted  and  on 
learning  that  the  Chiefs  were  still  many  miles  a-head. 
This  was  a  gallant  and  daring  feat  on  the  part  of 
such  a  small  body,  and  worthy  of  the  best  days  of 
onr  best  soldiers.      The    summary  and   complete 
expulsion  of  the  Burmese  troops  from  the  whole 
country,  extending  from  Martaban  on  the  south  to 
30  miles  north  of  Tonghoo,  was  thus  effected  by  the 
Martaban  Column  under  Brigadier-General  Steel, 
on  the  22d  of  February  1853. 

Now  fairly  inside  the  "hitherto  unattained* 
ancient  fortress  of  Tonghoo,*"  it  became  questionable 
whether  we  would  get  away  quite  so  soon  as  we  had 

*  In  the  first  war  <*  Colonel  Godwin  "  endeavoured  to  cron 
OTer  from  Prome  to  Tonghoo,  but  could  not  do  so  for  want  of 
water,  &c.  We  regret  that  the  Column  was  not  allowed  to  try 
and  force  its  way  across  to  Prome. 
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calculated  on.  General  Steel  leBolved  to  wait  an 
answer  to  his  oommnnioation  with  General  Godwin ; 
and  this  could  not  be  expected  before  the  first  week 
in  March.  Meanwhile  the  provinon  boats,  under 
escort  of  the  boats  of  the  Feroze  arrived,  and  there 
was  every  probability  of  our  being  well  supplied  in 
the  commissariat  department.  At  such  a  critical 
period  of  the  war,  waiting  himself  at  Tonghoo  was 
highly  creditable  to  the  judgment  of  our  Chief  of  the 
Martaban  Column:  Some  flank  movement  in  con- 
junction with  the  Prome  force  might,  under  certain 
circumstances,  have  given  a  decisive  and  brilliant 
termination  to  the  war;  unfortunately  however 
these  circumstances  did  not  occur.  In  the  maps 
Tonghoo  is  further  north  than  Prome  and  on  a  direct 
road  to  Ava ! 

Bice,  sugar-cane,  and  silk,  also  various  excel- 
lent oils  and  wax,  appeared  to  be  among  the  chief 
articles  for  sale  at  Tonghoo.  The  people  seemed 
quiet  and  inoffensive,  affording,  as  before  hinted,  easy 
ground  for  moral  and  intellectual  improvement.  The 
walls  of  their  ancient  city  are  reputed  to  be  about 
540  years  old.  There  is  still  strength,  but  **the 
rents  of  ruin  "  are  ever)'where  visible.  The  number 
of  bricks  employed  we  forget,  though  a  Burmese 
Poonghee  could  tell  you  to  the  unit !  The  town  is 
scattered  and  not  imposing;  and  the  pagoda,  on  the 
only  rising  ground  to  the  west,  is  very  wretched. 
As  a  station  Tonghoo  may  be  considered  too  low 
and   damp  to  be   quite   healthy  for   troops.     The 


BRITISH   HUMAiriTT. 


217 


Sitaaic  flows  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  eastern 
gate;  and  several  large  boats,  including  those  of  the 
Navy,  were  to  be  seen  at  the  Ohat.  The  force 
wound  up  its  inarch  with  an  act  of  humanity ;  Dr 
Bond,  our  Artillery  Medical  Officer,  extracted  a 
rifle  ball  from  the  leg  of  a  Burmese  soldier  who  had 
received  it  while  engaged  against  us  at  Pegu,  with  a 
skiU  which  would  have  been  creditable  to  Listen  or 
Sir  Astley  Cooper. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

KOTES   OK  BA88BIN.* 

Bassein,  styled  a  •*  City  ^  in  General  Godwin's 
Despatch,  was  the  third  important  plaee  captored 
from  the  King  of  Ava ;  and  was  taken  by  assault 
on  the  19th  of  May,  about  5  P.  M.,  by  detach- 
ments of  H.  M's.  51st  and  9th  M.  N.  I.  The 
city  is  situated  about  90  miles  up  the  river  of  the 
same  name,  and  is  in  latitude  N.  16.  46.  35.  and 
longitude  E.  90**.  45'.  The  river  is  navigable  dur- 
ing the  rains  by  a  steamer  of  from  700  to  900  tons 
nearly  80  miles  further  up.  The  ground  at  and 
around  Bassein  is  generally  flat;  here  and  there 
fine  plains  surrounded  with  dense  forest;  in  some 
parts  much  underwood,  in  others  very  little.  The 
Stockade  of  Bassein  City,  t.  e.  as  connected  with 
the  Big  Pagoda,  is  about  100  yards;  the  river  is 

*  By  an  ArtUlery  Officer  who  was  stationed  at  Bassein  from 
July  to  December  1852.  The  Madras  FusiUers  reUeved 
H.M.'s  6l8t  at  Bassein,  and  the  19th  N.  I.  the  9th  M.N.I, 
stationed  there. 
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nearlj  300  yards  wide,  with  a  depth  of  about  15 
fathoms  of  water  in  the  middle.  At  high  tide  small 
vessels  of  150  tons  can  lay  alongside  the  pier  and 
discharge  cargo  easily.  Directly  opposite  Bassein, 
in  a  westerly  direction,  and  about  15  miles  distant, 
are  the  Hills  of  Arracan. 

Generally  speaking,  the  soil  around  the  old  Stock- 
ade is  swampy,  owing  to  the  earth  having  been  dug 
oat  to  bank  up  the  planking.  The  soil  appears  very 
productive,  and  were  it  not  for  the  want  of  cultiva- 
tion there  would  be  large  quantities  of  paddy  pro- 
duced. The  Monsoon  lasts  from  the  end  of  May  to 
the  beginning  of  September,  with  occasional  showers 
in  the  month.  October  close  and  hazy.  The.  cold 
weather  commences  about  the  10th  of  November 
and  lasts  till  the  middle  of  February,  when  the  hot 
season  begins.  The  climate  is  considered  good. 
The  Great  Pagoda  is  upon  a  terrace  about  20  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  ground,  the  foundation  being 
upon  a  bed  of  laterite ;  its  height  is  120  feet,  the 
upper  70  of  which  are  beautifully  gilt ;  the  basement 
is  octagonal.  The  terrace  is  an  oblong  square  about 
120  feet  each  way.  The  inhabitants  are  Talines, 
Burmese,  Karens,  with  a  dash  of  Mussulmans.  The 
Karens — many  of  whom  are  Christians — are  by 
far  the  best  men,  being  more  industrious  and  more 
trustworthy  ;  the  expression  of  their  faces  proclaim 
them  at  once  to  be  a  much  more  sincere  and  honest 
race  than  the  others,  as  does  the  expression  of  the 
half-bred  Mahomedan  to  be  by  far  the  worst     The 
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population  now  at  Bassein  is  fully  20,000.  I  know 
nothing  regarding  the  population  of  the  distriet. 
Although  the  people  of  Bassein  oould  never  be  called 
wealthy  there  is  no  doubt  that  many  have  a  few 
odd  rupees  hoarded  up. 

The  Mud  Fort  was  a  stockade  covered  with  mud, 
the  earth  of  which  was  taken  from  the  inner  fort, 
where  there  was  to  have  been  a  large  pond.  The 
stockade  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  was  an 
ordinary  stockade,  with  a  regular  number  of  gate- 
ways for  us  to  enter  and  for  the  Burmese  to  run 
out.  The  water  within  the  stockade,  of  which  there 
is  a  good  supply,  is  procured  from  numerous  wells ; 
it  has,  when  fresh  drawn,  a  rather  chalky  appear- 
ance ;  but  it  gradually  clears  and  has  no  bad  taste. 

Vegetables. — A  wild  spinach,  two  kinds  of 
yam  (red  and  white),  pumpkins,  melons,  long  beans, 
Karinne  potatoes — sweet  potatoes. 

Fruits. — Plantains — three  or  four  kinds,  cocoa 
nut,  jack  fruit,  beetle  nut,  custard  apple,  mango, 
pine  apple.  Tamarind,  bilimbi — a  kind  of  goose- 
berry, ginger,  and  plants  resembling  both  nutmeg 
and  coffee,  but  not  having  seen  either  flower  or 
fruit  I  cannot  say  for  certain.  Glenerally  speak- 
ing the  fruits  here  are  not  very  good. 

Geolgoy  *  I  know  nothing  about ;  all  I  know  is 
that  within  the  old  stockade  there  are  two  or  three 
beds  of  laterite. 

*  Crawford  collected,  and  Bnckland  examined  a  series  of 
Geological  specimens  of  oTery  rock  seen  from  the  delta  of 
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CoNCHOLOOY. — There  are  of  shells— cyolofltoma, 
paludina,  a  small  (land)  shell  shaped  like  a  troohus, 
nerita,  keritina,  scarabseus,  and  the  shell  slug ;  also 
the  succinea. 

Botany. — Vast  quantities  of  ferns,  epiphytes, 
and  convolvulus,  Passion-flowers,  a  few  rose  ti^s,  the 
double  jasmine,  wild  balsams,  clitoria,  China  creeper, 
Bangoon  creeper,  and  a  flower  like  the  camellia ; 
palms, — fan  palms  of  course  are  plentiful.  The  large 
and  dwarf  bamboo  abound.  Prickly  pears,  banyans, 
cockscombs,  sensitive  plants,  the  four  o'^clock,  and 
moon  flower.  The  large  beanedentada,  the  teak  tree, 
and  the  tree  producing  the  pedowk,  are  in  the  district. 

The  head  man  of  the  Burmese  is  called  Moung- 
Shoay-Bo;  I  know  not  whether  he  is  Burman, 
Taline,  or  Taline- Burman ;  my  opinion  tallies  with 
most  officers  in  Bassein  that  he  is  as  much  to  be 
trusted  as  a  wild  American  savage.  The  head  of 
the  Karens  is  Moung-Shoay-Wangee,  an  honest, 
upright,  trustworthy  man.  Mahomed  Saib,  the  head 
Mussulman,  carries  his  character  in  his  face,  and 
ought  never  to  have  held  his  situation.  The  head 
Shan  (I  do  not  know  his  name)  sometimes  being 
reduced  to  two  followers,  and  never  having  more 
than  four,  is  of  course  a  person  of  an  infinitesimal 
quantity  of  consequence.  The  Interpreter — Claudius, 

the  Irrawaddy  to  the  monntains  north  of  Sagaing  ;  from  which 
it  appears  that  the  tertiary  formation  rests  upon  the  transition 
or  mountain  limestone,  and  the  intervening  coal  measures  of 
Europe  are  wanting. — Mamm, 
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I  shall  merely  mention.  And  so  much  for  tlie 
principal  characters  of  Bassein ! 

Chowchangley,  the  next  lai^gest  place  up  the  river 
above  Bassein,  contains  a  population  of  about  15,000, 
and  is  governed  by  a  Burmese  thoroughly  friendly  to 
the  English. 

The  Minghee  of  Bassein  when  driven  out  ci  his 
seat  of  government  went  to  Chowchangley ;  when 
expelled  from  this  by  the  steamer  he  stockaded  a 
place  about  three  miles  inland,  put  his  troops  into  it, 
and  aroused  himself  by  sending  out  detachments  to 
plunder  the  district  and  behead  all  Burmese  caught 
who  were  friendly  to  us,  at  the  same  time  giving  us 
notice  once  a  month  of  hie  coming  to  take  the  place 
from  us  and  killing  us  all ;  but  knowing  discretion 
to  be  the  better  part  of  valour  he  limited  his  exer- 
tions to  threats.  • 

The  following  report  on  the  defences  of  Bassein 
as  they  stood  immediately  after  its  capture  by  the 
British  will  be  of  interest  to  military  readers.  It  was 
drawn  up  by  Lieutenant  Graster  of  the  Bengal 
Engineers  : — The  town  of  Bassein  stands  in  a  deep 
re-entering  angle  of  the  river,  and  is  surrounded  by 
an  irregularly  built  fortification.  The  west  or  river 
face,  and  a  portion  of  the  south  face  are  protected  by 

*  Here  end  the  Artillery  Officer's  Notes,  which  haTe  been 
left  iutentionally  as  much  as  possible  in  their  ori^nal  |;mrb. 
Our  best  thanks,  including  those  we  presume  of  the  reader,  are 
returned  to  their  author. 
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an  old  brick  wall  surrounded  by  a  irtockade,  or  rather 
parapet,  with  an  abattis  in  front,  and  the  gates  on 
the  faces  are  covered  by  large  masonry  traverses. 
The  north  and  east  faces  have  an  enceinte  of  simple 
stockade,  and  receive  additional  strength  from  the 
marshy  ground  in  their  front.  On  the  river  face  14 
gims,  3  and  O-pounders,  were  mounted.  The  total 
number  in  the  stockade  being  SO  guns  and  6  jingals* 
On  the  salient  point  opposite  the  town,  a  stockade 
mounting  12  guns  and  16  jingals  was  erected,  so  as 
to  bring  a  heavy  fire  on  the  approach  to  the  town 
by  the  river ;  but  the  main  stronghold  of  the  enemy 
was  a  mud  fort  judiciously  placed  at  a  narrow  bend 
of  the  river,  and  fortified  with  great  care,  three 
sides  being  protected  by  a  wet  ditch  36  feet  wide 
and  6  feet  deep,  and  the  remaining  side  following 
the  course  of  the  river  at  a  distance  of  about  ten 
yards  from  high-water  mark.  This  fort  is  built  of 
mud  well  rammed,  and  is  furnished  with  a  regular 
banquette  and  steps  to  mount  the  parapet;  traverses 
are  built  on  the  river  face  to  protect  it  from  enfilade 
fire ;  these  traverses  are  of  mud  rivetted  with  plank- 
ing. In  the  centre  of  the  fort  a  large  tank  has  been 
excavated,  and  the  bund  surrounding  it  cut  into  a 
r^ular  parapet,  so  as  to  form  an  intrenchment 
across  the  fort  facing  towards  the  west.  The  ram- 
parts are  18  feet  high,  and  on  them  are  mounted  16 
guns  and  a  number  of  jingals.  This  fort  is  remark- 
able on  account  of  its  differing  so  much  from  the 
ordinary  fortifications  of  the  Burmese,  its  section 
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eonmuuilj  cleared  of  the  enonj  about  tbeainetmie 
a«  the  march  of  the  Martabaa  Land  Cohmm.  dp- 
tain  Fnefae,  the  Depotj  Commiaaooer,  readied 
Baaeein  on  the  2d  of  Jannarr,  and  oo  the  following 
morning  the  ProeUmation  of  Annexation  was  read  to 
theinhabitanii.  Bepoit«ofthedepredationsofdacoit 
chiefs  about  50  milee  to  the  soath-east  of  the  town  of 
Ba^^iQ  having  become  frequent,  it  was  resolved  to 
proceed  in  search  of  them.  Captain  Fvtche  started 
on  the  5th  of  January  in  the  steamer  XemMs ;  bat 
Captain  Godwin,  the  Conmiander  of  that  Tessel, 
finding  after  leaving  the  great  river  that  the  water 
in  the  creeks  was  too  shaUow  for  the  steamer,  the 
expedition  proceeded  in  boats^  and  having,  through 
the  aid  of  some  Karens,  discovered  the  haunts  of  the 
robbers,  these  were  quickly  dispersed  with  con- 
siderable loss,  and  immediate  tranquillity  and  con- 
fidence produced  in  the  vicinity.  About  75  miles 
to  the  eastward  of  Bassein  the  Burmese  had  in- 
trenched themselves  in  the  Duggah  creek ;  on  the 
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arriviil  of  the  ZmMbia  on  the  20th  of  January,  her 
Captain  (Bennie)  and  crew,  with  the  Deputy- 
Commissioner,  proceeded  against  them  in  the 
Nemesii.  The  Chief  was  brought  down  by  a  shot 
from  the  hand  of  Captain  Fytche  himself;  the 
daooits  seeing  their  leader  was  no  more,  fled  pre- 
cipitately. The  gallant  Captain  next  determined  to 
attack  a  stronghold  of  the  enemy,  where  it  was  said 
the  former  Oovemor,  or  Minku,  had  collected  about 
3,000  men.  This  afiair  was  admirably  managed, 
and  reflects  the  highest  credit  on  all  concerned. 
^The  Burmese,  together  with  their  camp-foUow- 
ers,  could  not  have  numbered  less  than  10,000.^ 
Although  a  forced  march,  four  field  pieces  had 
accompanied  our  detachment.  The  enemy  fled  to 
the  jungle  at  the  first  discharge.  A  lady,  said  to  be 
of  princely  rank,  and  the  two  adopted  sons  of  the 
Minku  were  taken  prisoners.  Forty-seven  of  the  foe 
were  left  on  the  field ;  300  stands  of  arms  fell  into 
our  hands,  and  the  ex-Governor  when  last  seen  was 
making  his  way  into  the  jungle  with  only  half  a 
dozen  foUowers.  *  This  was  supposed  to  be  the  last 
remaining  stronghold  of  the  dacoits  in  the  Bassein 
district ;  but  depend  upon  it  unless  every  precau- 
tion is  taken  in  such  a  region,  there  is  every  chance 
of — ^when  one  bead  is  cut  of,  there  springing  up 
another! 

*  Primd  of  India,  Febrnaiy  24. 
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CHAPTEB  XVI. 

THB  DISASTim  VEAM  DOHVABEW. 

We  bave  now  to  vecwd  one  of  tlie  dftrkeet  e^rents 
in  the  whde  ooime  of  the  Seeond  Boraiefle  War; 
namely,  the  expedition  against  a  notonoua  roblMr 
chieftain  by  name  Nya-Myat-Toon,  who  had  won 
for  himself  an  all-powerfnl  name  in  Donnabew  and 
its  vicinity.  He  had  captured  oar  boata  in  their 
progress  up  and  down  the  river,  and  had  jHTOved 
himself  to  be  a  dacoit  so  bold  and  rescdute  that  it 
was  deemed  necessary  for  the  safety  of  our  trans- 
ports to  send  a  considerable  force  against  him« 
This  consisted  of  185  seamen,  62  marinea,  and  25 
officers,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Loch,  G.  B., 
B.  N.,  of  H.  &rs.  Ship  Winchsiterj  and  300  of  the 
67th  B.  N.  I.  under  Major  Minchin.  Two  3-poan- 
der  guns  of  the  H.  G.  S.  PhUgdkon^  also  accompanied 
the  expedition.  The  party  which  left  Bangoon  at 
the  beginning  of  February  advanced  from  Donnabew, 
and  after  proceeding  a  long  distance  without  observ- 
ing any  signs  of  an  enemy,  came  upon  the  bank  <tf  a 
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small  nuUah.  This  common  obstacle  to  the  pro- 
gress of  British  troops  through  a  Burmese  jungle 
was  steep  on  both  sides  and  partly  filled  with 
water.  The  road  which  had  led  the  force  through 
the  jungle  was  at  this  particular  spot  so  narrow 
that  the  front  could  only  be  formed  of  two  or  three 
files ;  and  on  account  of  the  thick  brushwood  and 
terrible  bamboo  spikes  in  the  ground,  it  was  impos- 
sible to  deploy  a  line  of  skirmishers  on  either  flank. 
As  soon  as  the  leading  files  of  the  colunm  appeared 
on  the  bank  of  this  nullah  they  were  assailed  by  a 
perfect  hailstorm  of  musket  balls  from  a  masked 
stockade  on  the  opposite  bank,  and  also  from  marks- 
men concealed  in  the  branches  of  every  tree  in  the 
vicinity.  "  All  our  men  in  front,^  writes  a  narrator 
of  the  awful  scene,  **  were  immediately  struck  down. 
Oommander  Lambert,  the  Gommodore'*s  son,  receiv- 
ed four  balls  through  his  jacket,  fortunately  without 
even  grazing  his  skin,  but  Captain  Loch  who  was 
standing  by  his  side  was  struck  by  a  bullet  which 
shattered  his  watch  and  passed  through  his  body. 
Captain  Price  of  the  67th  fell  mortally  wounded, 
Lieutenant  Kennedy  of  H.  M.'s  Ship  Fax  was 
killed,  and  the  men  continued  to  drop  on  all  sides.**^ 
A  retreat  was  now  resolved  upon;  and  this  was 
conducted  in  so  able,  cool,  and  gallant  a  manner, 
under  the  most  trying  circumstances,  as  to  render 
it  one  of  the  most  remarkable  achievements  of  the 
war.  Out  of  225  Europeans  who  advanced  to  the 
attack,  6  were  left  dead  on  the  field,  and  53  wounded. 
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ter  that — to  some — sweet  medicine  revenge  to  the 
chieftain  Nya-Myat-Toon!  It  seemed  so;  for  the 
robber  now  had  had  his  fill. 

It  is  difficult  for  those  who  were  not  actors  in  the 
above  tra^dy  to  form  a  decidedly  just  opinion  as 
to  the  tactics  pursued  on  the  occasion.  The  force 
of  circumstances,  we  all  know,  it  is  not  in  human 
nature  to  foresee.  The  writer  of  a  narrative,  how- 
ever, has  a  license  to  remark  where  he  thinks  fit ; 
not  perhaps  because  he  is  inflated  with  the  idea  of 
his  own  scientific  knowledge,  but  because  something 
may  ooze  out  in  a  deliberate  review  of  events  which 
may  benefit  those  employed  in  similar  expeditions.  Let 
us  first  give  some  more  details  from  another  source. 

A  short  time  before  the  disastrous  occurrence 
some  of  our  boats  had  proceeded  up  a  creek  near 
Donnabew  to  catch  if  possible  the  notorious  Dacoit 
Chief;  these  were  driven  back  In  consequence 
of  this  misfortune  the  above  ill-fated  expedi- 
tion was  fitted  out  with  all  possible  dispatch,  and 
placed  under  the  command  of  Captain  Loch.  The 
force  proceeded  to  Donnabew,  but  as  the  creeks 
were  all  found  to  be  staked,  the  boats  were  aban- 
doned and  a  march  determined  on.  After  a  dis- 
tance of  25  miles  was  completed  they  approached 
the  robber's  stronghold,  but  apparently  without  that 
due  caution  in  the  Commander  which  is  so  essential 
to  the  success  of  all  such  difficult  expeditions.  The 
robber  chief  was  as  much  at  home  among  his  creeks 
and  forest  fastnesses  as  the  sailor  is  on  board  his 
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pooe  (he  Ariillecy  «rm  on  thia  oooanon  to  have  been 
the  strongest  and  most  serviceable.  The  valuable  ser- 
vises  of  the  Navy*  mi^t  have  been  made  available 
at  sudi  a  crisis  in  assisting  artillerymen  and  their 
cattle  to  bring  along  to  the  stronghold  nothing  less  in 
physical  importance,  in  the  way  of  artillery,  than  two 
12-poander  howitzers,  with  a  large  complement  of 
the  most  destructive  projectiles!  There  was  no 
necessity  for  jadvancing  up  a  narrow  path,  even  if 
flie  guide  insisted  on  it;  a  reconnoitring  party 
should  have  first  reported  on  its  practicability  for 
the  passage  of  guns — for  sending  out  skirmishers  if 
necessary ;  in  short,  for  meeting  any  difficulty  which 
mifl^t  arise.  It  is  probable  that  had  there  been  a 
Military  Commander  with  full  power,  these  precau- 
tions would  have  been  adopted.  The  daring  energy 
of  the  British  sailor,  while  conscious  of  the  perform- 
ance of  his  duty,  must  occasionally  lead  him  into 
extremes.  The  energetic  heroism  of  Sir  Sidney 
Smith  with  his  small  band  at  St  Jean  d'Acre  was 
required  by  an  extraordinary  emergency,  and  it 
turned  out  to  be  a  great  success  ;  but  many  will  in- 
quire— Where  was  the  emergency,  where  the  neces- 
sity, that  compelled  a  Naval  Commander  to  advance 
■o  rashly  against  a  determined  enemy,  25  miles  by 
land,  from  the  town  of  Donnabew  i 

On  the  above  lamentable  occasion,   it  was  said 
that  the  gallant  67th  when  they  saw  so  many  Euro- 

*  And  we  know  how  yalnAble  these  were  at  the  taking  of 
Rangoon. 
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peans  falling  around  them  were  desiroiu  of  cIiaE;gpng 
the  enemy^s  work.  Such  a  charge  at  such  a  time 
would  probably  have  been  disastrous  in  it0  conse- 
quences ;  but  the  desire  speaks  volumes  in  favour  of 
the  Bengal  sepoy.  He  was  well  aware  of  the  dislike 
entertained  by  the  Burmese  or  any  other  enemy  at  a 
rush  of  cold  steel  on  their  position.  This  might 
have  done  admirably  near  Donnabew  had  artillay 
of  an  effective  sort  first  done  its  duty.  Such  not 
being  the  case  the  Indian  sepoy  here  proved  himself 
to  be  at  least  equal  in  prudence  and  tactics  to  the 
unfortunate  European ! 

Captain  Granville  G.  Loch  it  appears*  was  bom  in 
1813,  entered  the  service  as  a  volunteer  in  1824, 
and  in  1834  obtained  his  Lieutenant^s  commission. 
On  becoming  Commander  he  studied  with  unusual 
energy  and  perseverance  the  science  and  practice  of 
steam,  in  the  great  factory  of  Mr  Napier,  the  cele- 
brated steam-engine  manufacturer  of  Glasgow.  He 
was  soon  appointed  to  command  the  Vettmue  in  the 
Mediterranean.  Fortune  smiled  on  him ;  he  was  at 
length  posted ;  and,  as  one  of  the  youngest  Post- 
Captains  in  the  service,  appointed  to  the  South 
American  station.  On  arriving  at  Bio  de  Janeiro 
he  found  his  ship  in  the  Pacific.  Eclipsing  the 
journey  of  Sir  Francis  Head,  "he  actually  rode 
across  the  South  American  Continent ""  to  join  his 

*  Friend  of  India,  February  24,  185a  For  an  account  of  Cap- 
tain Loch's  encounter  with  a  Burman,  see  Appendix,  No.  VI, 
letter  dated  30th  November,  1852. 
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▼essel.  He  next  served  in  China  under  Sir  William 
P^er  and  Lord  Gough.  In  1846,  on  the  West 
Indian  station,  he  ^^  was  entrusted  with  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Musquito  question,"^  sailed  up  ^Hhe  Lake 
of  Nicaragua,  took  several  forts  on  his  way,  and  was 
the  first  to  navigate  a  river  so  filled  with  rapids  as 
to  be  deemed  impassable/^  For  these  services  he 
was  made  a  G.  B.,  and  was  complimented  by  Sir 
Robert  Peel  and  Lord  Palmerston  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  He  was  next  appointed  to  the  command 
of  H.  M/s  ship  Winchester ;  and  ended  a  short  but 
eventful  career  in  the  Second  Burmese  War. 

[After  this  disaster  General  Godwin  issued  an 
excellent  Order,  directing  that  in  all  combined  mili- 
tary and  naval  expeditions  the  senior  Military  Officer 
shall  have  the  chief  command,  no  matter  what  his 
rank  may  be  relatively  to  that  of  the  senior  Naval 
Officer  present.  ^^  He  justifies  this  arrangement  by 
reference  to  the  fact  that  when  troops  are  serving  on 
board  ship  the  senior  Naval  Officer  takes  command 
over  all  the  Military  Officers  with  the  force.""] 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 

AT   PBOME  AKB  MBBABAT. 

So  many  acts  of  the  great  drama  being  now  oon- 
cluded,  it  becomes  necessary  to  remark  a  very  curiouB 
feature  in  the  Second  Burmese  War — ^the  sudden 
and  seemingly  voluntary  disappearance  of  the  ma- 
jority of  our  enemy  from  the  scene  of  strife.  Of 
course  the  Revolution  at  Ava  was  the  cause  of  this 
sudden  and  unexpected  movement.  It  probably 
was  with  those  chiefly  interested  a  frantic  rush,  dic- 
tated by  a  rude  ambition,  to  secure  some  of  the 
valuable  things  attendant  upon  a  falling  or  fallen 
Monarchy.  In  a  very  few  years  the  question  re- 
garding these  Asiatic  monarchies  will  be — Where 
are  they  ?  The  destiny  that  has  been  forced  upon 
us  will  simply  repeat — Where  are  they  ?  Where 
will  be  the  misrule  of  the  once  **  princely  house  of 
Oude  ?  **' — where  the  puppet-like  government  produc- 
tive of  nothing  save  evil,  scheming,  and  oppression, 
that  existed  with  the  Nisara  of  the  Decoan !    An  in- 
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▼incible  neoesdty  tells  us  that  all  such  bad  fashions 
most  pass  away ! 

The  news  of  the  Bevolution  at  Ava  would  natur- 
ally produce  with  some  such  impressions  as  these. 
Yet  there  was  something  strange  about  the  sudden 
withdrawal  of  the  greater  number  of  the  Burmese 
soldiery  from  Pegu.  The  force  which  was  dispersed 
by  General  jSodwin  in  December  had,  as  before  re- 
marked, invested  P^;u  a  second  time,  but  it  sud- 
denly broke  up  and  disappeared  on  the  8th  of 
January !  It  seems  probable  that  this  move  was 
simultaneous  with  that  of  the  others  to  Ava.  The 
enemy  left  Euthay-Mew  on  the  28th  of  December, 
and  it  might  take  a  week  for  the  news  of  the  Bevolu- 
tion to  reach  Pegu,  thereby  accounting  for  the  dif- 
ference of  dates  of  departure.  The  troops  that  re- 
mained in  the  Province  to  annoy  General  Steel^s 
Colmnn,  or  give  trouble  such  as  has  been  seen  at 
Donnabew,  were  of  the  most  desperate  and  maraud- 
mg  character ! 

It  has  been  already  stated  that  General  Godwin 
left  Rangoon  on  the  29th  of  December ;  the  day 
after,  H.  M.'s  ship  Spartan  on  her  way  to  China, 
paid  us  a  visit.  The  Commissioner  and  Govemor- 
General'^s  agent,  Captain  Phayre,  started  in  the 
Medusa  for  Prome  on  New-yearVday.  General 
Godwin  with  his  Staff  got  up  the  river  very  well  as  far 
as  Yea-Ghain,  where  the  Proserpine  groimded  ;  they 
were  then  obliged  to  transfer  themselves  to  two 
small  river  steamers  which  most  fortunately  accom- 
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panied  them,  and  the  Chief  arrived  safe  on  the  5th 
of  January.  It  was  at  Yea-Ghain  that  Sir  John 
Cheapens  report  of  the  desertion  of  the  stockade  at 
Euthay-Mew  reached  the  party,  and  all  were  sur- 
prised and  disappointed.  But  doubtless  the  Qeneral 
as  well  as  others  thought,  after  the  freshness  of  the 
news  had  fled,  that  the  Bevolution  and  its  con- 
sequences would  in  all  probability  turn  out  very 
favourably  for  the  views  of  the  Government  of  India. 
An  inspection  of  the  deserted  stockade  showed  it 
was  not  worth  much ;  the  position  was  good,  with 
rising  ground  in  the  rear,  and  in  one  or  two  places 
it  was  very  strong.  It  covered  an  immense  space  of 
ground,  and  would  have  required  a  large  force  to  have 
defended  it.  We  found  it  to  be  only  four  miles  from 
Prome.  The  work  is  now  (11th  February)  quite 
dismantled,  the  natives  who  have  been  flocking  into 
Prome  in  large  crowds,  having  brought  in  all  the 
bamboos  and  other  material  pertaining  to  the  tim- 
ber wall  to  construct  their  houses.  Prome  was  now 
quite  full  of  people ;  it  also  boasted  an  excellent 
bazaar.  The  town  was  being  laid  out  into  broad 
streets,  and  Captain  Latter  was  fully  occupied  in  his 
new  post  of  Deputy  Commissioner. 

On  the  23d  of  January  Greneral  Grodwin  and  head- 
quarters of  the  Staff  proceeded  to  Meeaday  in  the 
Nerbudda^  with  a  flat  full  of  stores  and  artillery ; 
while  a  Land  Column  under  Sir  John  Cheape,  consist- 
ing of  about  800  or  900  men,  departed  also.  The 
Oeneral  reached  Meeaday  on  the  25th — found  it 
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evacuated — and  accordingly  took  possession.      Jt  is 
situated  on  rising  ground — in  fact  a  plateau  on  the 
river's  bank — and  was  surrounded  with  a  splendid 
&nd  perfectly  new  stockade,  almost  as  elaborate  as 
tliat  at  Bangoon,  evidently  only  finished  about  De- 
cember.    The  writer  from  whom  we  take  this  infor- 
mation *  Bays : — ^*  It  seems  natural  to  ask  the  ques- 
tion When  the  Burmese  take  the  trouble  to  con- 
■troet  such  fine  defences  why  will  they  not  stay  to 
defend  them  i    AVe  left  a  garrison  of  500  men  at 
Heeaday  under  Colonel  Apthorp — that  is,  head- 
quarters and  about  300  of  the  85th  M.  N.  I.,  with 
20O  of  the  Slst  K.  0.  L.  I.,  and  two  long  9-pounders, 
two24-pounder  howitzers,  two  mortars,  and  a  detail 
of  Artillery.    We  found  nearly  enough  of  cover  in  the 
way  of  Poonghee  houses  alone  for  this  force ;  and 
we  left  some  Sappers  as  a  temporary  arrangement,  to 
make  them  comfortable.'^     General  Godwin  returned 
on  the  28th,  and  the  Land  Column  left  Meeaday  on 
the  30th  and  reached  Prome  on  the  3d  of  February. 
On  the  27th,  while  at  Meeaday,  a  deputation  from 
the  Prince  Memdoon  (or  Meeahdoung)  came  down 
from  Ava  in  two  State  canoes,  and  splendid  boats 
they  were — magnificently  gilt,  with  50   "golden"^ 
oars  each !     The  letter  from  the  Prince  was  brought 
by  two  Italian  priests  and  two  Burmese.     The  reply 
left  on  the  28th,  and  it  was  expected,  if  they  really 
intended  to  treat,  that  their  people  would  be  down 

*  In  a  letter  from  Prome. 
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MandttT.  Hft  bad  noi 
tfe  Loai  Cofamm,  ad 
depasasion  aimed.  Tiie 
nrpriaed  to  Ke  the  Ea^fiih  at  Mmadaiy  aa  tibtj 
kad  orden  from  A^m  to  go  to  Pi  ui ,  or  to  Ifaagnnn 
if  MKeaearr,  to  oieet  the  GcwibL  IfegaiAi^  tke 
defwitatioa  anoiber  ofiecr  wmea: — ^^The  Bext  day 
the  General  gave  tikem  a  reply,  and  told  dm  he 
ahooldexpeet  to  see  them  back  again  with  aBanawer 
Tery  shorth*,  or  he  ihoold  jump  to  Aim  and  hUh  it ! 
Thej  were  Terj  moeh  afltoniahed  to  find  us  at  Mee- 
ada J,  and  wanted  nmch  to  know,  after  the  Proclama- 
tion, what  on  earth  took  na  there  i"^  It  waa  alao 
said  that  the  King  and  foor  of  his  ministera  were 
besieged  in  the  palace— -that  the  cities  <tf  Ava  and 
Amerapoora  were  in  ruins — and  that  the  brother 
was  a  great  favourite,  and  roted  for  peace  !  It  may 
not  be  uninteresting  to  oor  En^iah  readers  to  give 
one  of  the  most  widely-reported  ^^  arguments^  which 
became  current  on  the  outbreak  of  the  Bercdution. 
It  reminds  one  a  little  of  those  effusions  as  they 
stand  prefixed  to  some  of  Shakspere^s  plays : — The 
brother  of  the  King  of  Ava,  being  heir  to  the  throne^ 
went  to  his  elder  brother  and  r^resented  the  state 
of  affioiirs  to  him — declaring  that,  having  lost  so 
many  of  their  principal  cities  and  posts  it  was  use- 
less to  prolong  a  war  which  must  eventually  termi- 
nate in  the  entire  absorption  of  the  Burmese  Em- 
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pire ;  the  King  would  hear  nothing  however,  so  his 
brother  retired  to  the  forests  with  many  followers. 
Some  of  the  Eing^s  ministers  were  of  the  same  way 
of  thinking  as  his  brother ;  they  joined  the  Prince, 
and  the  heir  returned  to  take  the  throne.  Mean- 
while  it  had  been  seized  and  occupied  by  one  of  the 
ministera — ^the  Prime  Minister — ^in  order  to  depose 
whom  all  the  troops  were  called  up  to  Ava  !  Some 
■aid  that  the  old  Eong  had  been  murdered  at  the 
gate  of  his  palace,  others  that  he  was  simply  in  con- 
finement. The  Burmese  being  a  loyal  people  it  was 
just  possible  that  the  minister  would  be  displaced 
and  the  rightful  heir  seated  on  the  throne,  which 
may  terminate  the  war  !  The  above  "  argument,'' 
and  something  more,  is  simply  writing  what  was 
current  in  January  ;*  and  now  it  will  be  interesting 
to  see  how  things  really  did  turn  out ;  fortunately, 
already  the  time  seems  at  hand  when  both  the 
drama  and  the  actors  must  take  farewell  of 
"action!'' 

On  the  10th  of  February  the  Bentinck  steamer 
left  Prome  for  Meeaday,  to  bring  down  Captain 
Phayre.  On  his  leaving  the  place  reports  arrived 
from  Ava  that  the  Prince  Memdoon  was  still  in  the 
ascendant ;  that  the  King  was  still  besieged  in  his 
palace,  but  it  was  expected  that  he  must  give  in 
soon.  People  were  beginning  to  come  into  Mee- 
aday, and  confidence  was  increasing  under  British 
protection.  At  Prome  about  this  time  the  mom- 
•  1883. 
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ings  and  evenings  were  cool,  but  the  ran  was  as 
usual  very  hot  during  the  day.  It  is  12  hours^  steam- 
ing to  Meeaday,  exclusive  of  all  accidents,  and  6 
hours  down  to  Prome.  The  General'^s  party  came 
down  in  5^  hours.  Major  Fraser  was  busily  en- 
gaged in  building  barracks  on  the  heights  for  the 
European  soldiers,  and  a  large  portion  of  Major 
Burgoyne's  troop  of  Madras  Horse  Artillery  had 
arrived  under  Captain  Foulis.  According  to  the 
same  writer  (11th  February)  the  elephants — ^in  an- 
ticipation of  an  advance  on  Ava — would  not  arrive 
at  Prome  before  the  let  of  March ;  they  were  not 
yet  at  the  Sandoway  Pass,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Edwards,  18th  R.  I.,  had  proceeded  with  a  portion 
of  his  regiment  to  bring  them  to  Prome.  By  pro- 
ceeding down  to  Sandoway  they  would  avoid  the 
entrance  of  the  Aeng  Pass  and  any  Burmese  who 
miglit  feci  inclined  to  annoy  the  gigantic  train.  The 
Pass  cleared,  if  we  do  not  draw  our  boundary  line 
above  it  a  sharp  eye  must  ever  be  kept  on  this  gate 
of  Arracan  ! 

It  may  here  be  interesting  to  give  afew curious  facts 
and  assertions  about  the  Irrawaddy.  The  waters  of 
.this  river,  said  one  authority,  kept  up  to  their  full 
height  till  a  little  beyond  the  day  of  the  occupation  of 
Prome  by  our  troops,  after  which  they  began  to  sink 
"  with  a  rapidity  unknown  even  in  the  Hooghly,'*  hav- 
ing sank  upwards  of  20  feet  below  high-water  mark. 
It  was  also  asserted  that  had  the  advance  on  Prome 
been  delayed  a  fortnight  it  could  not  have  been 
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made !  By  the  beginning  of  February  the  H.  G.'s 
vetflds  JTmAfta  and  Spy  had  returned  from  their 
hboors  in  surveying  the  entrance  into  the  Irra- 
waddy  by  the  Barague  river;  and  the  favourable 
report  they  brought  was,  that  ^*  a  good  channel  for 
alups  up  to  700  tons  burthen  exists  at  all  seasons, 
wiUi  not  less  than  3^  fathoms.""  The  services  of  the 
i^  were  thus  previously  recorded  by  another 
writer: — "  The  schooner  discovered  on  a  survey  a 
fine  channel  into  the  great  Irrawaddy  by  the  Ghinna- 
Buckeer  branch,  with  some  15  or  20  fathoms  of 
water.'' 

By  a  letter  from  Prome  dated  the  4th  of  March, 
we  learned  that  the  old  King  was  still  confined  in 
his  palace  a  prisoner;  that  the  new  one  had  been 
proclaimed  in  his  stead,  to  the  delight  of  the  Nation; 
and  peace  with  the  British  seemed  certain  in  a  very 
short  time,  as  the  chief  Italian  priest  had  returned 
from  A  va,  with  orders  to  say  that  a  deputation,  with 
foil  powers  to  treat,  would  follow  shortly ;  accredited 
agentswere  expected  on  the  16th  of  March.  One  hun- 
dred and  forty-eight  elephants  had  arrived  at  Prome. 
Sir  John  Cheape  with  about  600  men  had  gone  after 
the  far-famed  robber-chief  of  Donnabew;  apparently 
The  Bobber  of  the  Irrawaddy  will  be  famous  in  story 
as  well  as  "  The  Bobber  of  the  Rhine "" !  Captain 
Phayre  had  just  started  from  Rangoon.  The  war 
was  considered  by  many  people  at  Prome  as  over  ! 

Having  now  exhausted  all  private  notes  and 
letters  set  aside  for  this  Chapter,  it  may  be  well 
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to  draw  on  other  sources  for  some  intereBting  infor- 
mation. Writing  also  from  Prome,  on  the  4th 
March,  a  correspondent  *  says : — "  Captain  Latter 
is  out  with  a  small  detachment  in  search  of  some 
fellow  who  is  robbing  the  vOlagers,  levying  black- 
mail, and  hindering  supplies  from  being  sent  into 
our  cantonment  from  the  surrounding  country.  The 
detachment  consists  of  100  men  of  H.  M/s  SOth, 
with  50  sepoys  of  the  40th  B.  N.  I ,  the  whole  under 
the  command  of  Lieut.-Colonel  Hughes  of  the  for- 
mer regiment.  The  whole  party  is  mounted  on  ele- 
phants, which  has  quite^an  imposing  appearance.'" 
At  this  time  the  thermometer  at  Prome  ranged  as 
high  as  100"^  in  the  wooden  houses,  and  107®  in 
the  tents.  Within  the  last  few  days  the  Irrawaddy 
had  risen  some  8  or  10  inches ;  the  natives  said  it 
would  continue  to  do  so  slowly  till  it  commenced  its 
"  great  swell  '*'*  with  the  rainy  season,  f  The  80th 
Ueginient  were  in  their  new  barracks,  and  the  in- 
defatigable exertions  of  Major  Fraser  were  fast 
*' covering  the  hills  with  buildings  of  various  descrip- 
tions.""  Notwithstanding  the  intense  heat  of  the 
weather  the  accounts  of  the  health  of  the  troops 
generally  were  cheering,  from  which  it  would  appear, 
says  one  authority,  ^^  that  the  cold  season  is  by  no 

•  Bengal  JTurlaru^  March  19,  185a 

t  There  was  every  mdication  of  the  Irrawaddy  commencing^ 
to  rise  a^in,  supposed  to  be  from  ^  the  melting  of  the  snows  in 
the  mountains  where  it  has  its  BOVLTce^'—Corretpondeni  fif  March 
4tk. 
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meAOBthe  most  healthy  inBunnah,but  the  contrary.'*' 
The  same  could  certainly  not  be  said  of  the  health  of 
our  soldiers  at  Prome  towards  the  end  of  the  year 
1852 ;  the  troops  had  been  very  sickly  since  their 
arrival;  one  hundred  and  forty  Europeans  of  the  force 
had  died,  and  the  officer  who  furnished  this  informa- 
tion thought  with  others  that  Prome  was  not  so 
healthy  a  place  as  it  was  said  to  be.     Clearing  away 
rubbish,  draining,  ventilating,  white-washing,  *  and 
above  all  paying  particular  attention  to  the  *'  drink- 
ing water,*"  no  doubt  added  greatly  to  the  increased 
salubrity  of  Prome  at  the  beginning  of  March,  and 
these  precautions  will  always  increase  the  healthful- 
ness   of  any  ordinary  position,   even   though  they 
may  fail  in  making  it  as  pleasant  as  the  Neilgherries 
or  Darjeeling  !     Amongst  the  Supplementary  Notes 
at  the  end  of  this  Work  will  be  found  a  Meteorolo- 
pcal  Notice  of  Burmah,  which  may  interest  those 
who  have  friends  or  relatives  in  this  far-off,  golden, 
rainy,  sunny  land  ! 

*  There  may  be  some  doubt  about  this  having  been  adopted, 
for  the  beet  of  reasons. 
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tii;.t^  ><Mmu  :i/  'iv  anwnuL  «Bi  «*¥«tt  one  wmi 
x<K^>cs  ^t^r  tois^  rmzi  iudniiL     Tbtf  jbrc«  had  moTcd 

II   Ai   .<acM  siui'  n  A  <cr:si^^  ;vibL  texsisttded  ttam 

\^  ■:Jx.'   ftii  ^  :>iuiM  ^iK^  CnnimfcufcMfcH  of  tlie 

ifcc»im\«>j  :d\«  V%*punr  Cinitmtisemftar  amveiL  Bkir- 
3ift^^  rVkaiuit^  ^««^r^  i«vnr  v£iv  <^nntn^  toco  ToofiMMii 
3U%i  .vunuft^iic^  joumi^  tOtf  pei?^  cippittnid  to  be 
r^ft^ulv  iucrMttcnotiT  T^wv^  dooe  mUIe  «f  the 
nioQca  ^iwnu  5C(f%fi  i^\«tvi?ii  sa  wwcr  (o  ki§  coo* 
miuucitfiim  wick  t^K^Knl  GiHiwioL  sad  tke  btter 
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seemed  to  be  delighted  at  the  sucoesrful  progress  of 
the  Martaban  Oolumn.     Lookmg  back  on  this  pro- 
gress it  is  impossible  not  to  think  there  was  some  • 
truth  in  the  prophetic  declaration  made  before  we 
left  Martaban,  that  ^<  the  march  before  this  small 
army  will  be  the  greatest  undertaking  of  the  whole 
war,  and  a  measure  calculated  to  tend  more  than 
any  other  to  the  settlement  of  the  country  l^  It  was 
General  SteePs  intention  to  remain  some  time  longer 
at  Tonghoo.      Our  companions-in-arms  at   Sho^ 
Gyne,  perhaps  in  despair  of  ever  seeing  us  again, 
began  to  make  themselves  tolerably  comfortable  in 
their  new  quarters.     Being  in  a  golden  region,  and 
liring  in  a  **  Golden  Age,^  the  spirit  of  discovery  be- 
came strong  even  at  Sho^Gyne, — ^literally  meaning 
"  the  Valley  of  Gold ! ""  In  Burmese,  thuay  is  gold,  and 
nguay  silver.     An  officer  of  the  Madras  army*  wish- 
ing to  explore  the  golden  regions  during  his  stay  at 
Sho£-6yne,  proceeded  with  a  guide  and  two  or  three 
attendants  to  visit  ^^  the  diggings. ""     He  arrived  late 
in  the  evening  of  the  8th  of  March  1853  at  a  small 
village  inhabited  by  gold  diggers,  where  he  passed 
the  night.     Next  morning  the  villagers  brought  him 
some  of  the  gold  they  had  dug  out  of  the  bank  of 
river.     He  then  proceeded  on  a  bamboo  raft  about 
three  miles  up  the  creek  till  he  came  to  the  village 
of  L         ,  where  he  obtained  more  gold,  and  being 
hard  pressed  for  time,  he  returned  to  camp  the  same 
evening.      This  was  certainly  the  pursuit  of  gold 
*  Captam  Wyndham,  5th  Regiment  M.  N.  I. 
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under  difficulties!   Aocordiug  to  oar  lealous  imd 
gallant  friend  however,  nuggets  of  gold  are  found  in 
the  bed  of  the  river,  and  the  gold  of  Sho6-6yne  ham 
yielded  "  an  immense  revenue''  to  the  Burmese 
Government.    An  article  afterwards  appeared  in  a 
Oilcutta  paper,*  stating  that  gold  existed  within 
20  miles  of  the  camp  at  Sho6-6yne,  and  that  Major 
Seton  of  the  1st  Fusiliers  had  actually  found  speci- 
mens embedded  in  quartz.    On  this  the  Friend  of 
Imlia  was  led  to  remark,  "  that  gold  exists  m 
Burmah  has  long  been  believed,  but  it  is  found  also 
in  Assam,  and  all  the  efforts  of  the  authorities  seem 
unable  to  obtain  anything  like  a  reliable  account  of 
il»  extent.*"    It  is  to  be  feared  that  this  will  be 
the  case  with  Sho^Gyne ;  but  we  imagine  the  di»« 
<o\«ies  of  the  first  "  digger,''  above  mentioned,  to 
K^  worthy  of  serious  attention  on  the  part  of  the 
jk:£:hori:k^     Let  us  see  what  Mason   in  his  ex- 
trAv^rciafciry  woA  says  about  gold  in  Burmah — "  no 
:tt::ai. nu^  kXvVJ^  iron,  is  more  universally  diffused  over 
ijx   yre^*::^'^'*  ^Tena$s«»im) ;  it  is  found  in  Nilead, 
3^.*:  ;iK  ir  rx^rtb*- m  K>UDdaiT ;  it  is  i^-ashed  from  the 
;^du«i^  oij^  ;>^  :^>c:h ;  and  the  streams  that  tumble 
i\s»  :W  i'^ct  jcnuutt"  uKwntains  between  Y^  (Yay) 
jUKJL   Xl.jLrrua^C'^  ar\^  vXVKtantly  roUing  ^owa  their 
^^uv^t  N»av^  ^j:!c  :i»f  ^;Cm^  arcund."   Dr  Royle  says 
^V«i.  .-^^.^am  es  vo^tc  a:  Rsnaah.  Ac^xwding  to  Mason 
,K\^  5<  ili*«MS*.*  ""  iftfci  rJck  sa  j»hwr,  copper,  manga- 
«\^^'  .»^  vftrv«»  vimrOs^     Tbe  precious  stones 
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of  Burmah  are  numerous;  the  yellow  sapphire  or 
Oriental  topaz,  and  the  red  sapphire  or  ruby,  are  well 
known.  But  regarding  the  riohes  of  our  new  con- 
quest we  have  read  nothing  that  comes  up  to  the 
following  account,  written  by  an  advocate  for  annexa- 
tion ;  perhaps  it  is  a  little  too  highly  coloured,  but 
it  is  impossible  not  to  agree  with  the  writer^s  political 
opinions — ^^  with  its  mines  of  gold  and  silver,  its 
stratas  of  diamonds,  emeralds,  and  rubies,  and  its 
inexhaustible  forests  of  teak  timber ;  with  a  hardy 
and  industrious  population,  free  from  prejudices  of 
caste  and  colour,  and  with  the  free  navigation  of 
its  noble  rivers,  what  may  not  be  expected  in  a 
few  years  under  a  government  like  ours.  Bassein, 
Negrais,  Prome,  Rangoon*"  (and  now  may  be  added 
Sho^Gyne  and  Sitang),  ^^  will  exhibit  the  same 
appearance  of  life  and  activity  which  the  Ganges 
does ;  the  vast  regions  of  Burmah  hitherto  closed  to 
us,  will  present  a  magnificent  field  for  commercial 
enterprize  ;  the  European  manufactures  and  produc- 
tions will  be  thrown  into  them  without  restraint  and 
reserve,  for  where  security  has  been  established  com- 
merce will  not  fail  to  follow.'*^  With  regard  to  the 
important  article  of  coal,  which  causes  so  much  gold 
— ^in  connection  with  railways  and  steamers — to  ex- 
change hands  at  the  present  day  in  Europe  and 
America,  it  too  is  found  in  the  Tenasserim  provinces, 
though  to  what  extent  farther  examination  is  neces- 
sary. There  is  at  all  events  a  variety  of  wood-coal,  * 
*  **  Trees  turned  to  stoue." — Jfojon. 
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wiD  9lwmyn  bo  picnlj  of  wood,   which 
wiD  do  Teiy  mH  for  the  muLll  ri?6r 


A  «bht  icCitMpect  is  bow  neeMwy  to  obfer? e 
ik^  dmvw  of  fecal  improvennttt  m  oar  new  pooM- 
MHk  By  di^  md  of Jmij Ao  meMuiw  torhf- 
di^  Ebw  of  New  Bangoon,  and  makii^ 
amgiMftB  in  and  aromd  the  P<Mi  of 
Bteiwin  had  made  fwiMiArihh  ptogroM.  Ofooons 
Rawoon,  the  ftitore  Lrneffpool  of  Eaatem  Asia  let 
ns  hope,  oeenpied  the  piiiipal  diara  of  attention, 
aad  mental  as  wdl  a*  feeal  niqiroirement  had 
Vflgan  to  dawn  there  in  the  ehape  of  a  newspaper. 
h  WW  n<«  ^  M^iwmf  Star,  neither  was  it  the 
AMwyVa<iffiiwm,bwtnjoninalwiththebpaines^ 
)a»  tiii^  of  the  JfaMSM  Ofwid^/^  No  doubt 
We«*rir  kwr.  when  a  narfnl  education  becomes  estab- 
tedM<  «itiC!^  th^  P'^i'l^  periodicals  with  titles 
«tnzi;,ar  tv-  i^  rsv  ex^Dent  papen  above  mentioned 
«*£C  Sr  >i2!S2H&ini  as  Racoon;  bat  the  establidmieiit 
^'  ih#  ri-vMTMr,  oeasniw  anj  c^>inion  as  to  the  lock 
^  AoMf.^  cc  t^  p*pv*  ^^^M  ^  gv^eat  literary  and 
ov*it»!^:cftfcvtau  ia»^  aad  ii  perfeechr  justified  the  Fnrnd 
{T  .'  HAsMf  AjQiinkci  ^  that  there  are  two  attendants 
mkv^  o^nra^T  fcjkw  the  path  of  Anglo-Saxon 
v\v»-iftft$c^— ;JK^  pretH^and  taxaiion!'*  ^\liat  two  can 
V  ^uvYv  :Mw«HurT !  Ther  are«  when  discreetl  j  used, 
)he  J»^^x\i  %>f  ihe  pffxMfwtj  of  the  new  as  well  as 
xy  ?9)«>  xvi  Axuunr.     It  is  the  datr  of  the  prens  to  be 
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UgUj  respeetfiil  to,  and  asdifit  a  Cbyemment,  and 
ire  candidly  think,  on  the  whole,  that  in  these 
reBpecta  our  Indian  Press  at  the  present  time  is 
•tocmd  to  none  in  the  world. 

As  early  as  the  24th  of  December  it  had  been 
notified  from  the  Gommissioner'^s  Office  at  Rangoon 
'^  that  the  whole  of  the  land  occupied  by  the  town 
ftf  Bangoon,  together  with  the  adjoining  suburbs 
and  yacant  land,  as  also  both  banks  of  the  river, 
extending  from  the  mouth  of  the  Panlang  Greek  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Pegu  Biver,  is  owned  by  the 
Government.  No  building  now  existing,  or  which 
may  hereafter  be  built  without  sanction  from  the 
authorities,  will  be  considered  to  entitle  the  occupant 
to  property  in  the  soil  they  cover.  Arrangements 
are  now  making  for  an  immediate  survey  of  the 
town  and  adjoining  country,  with  the  view  to  a 
regular  plan  of  the  town  being  laid  out.""  In  this 
new  plan  some  admirable  measures  were  adopted, 
among  the  principal  of  which  was  that  of  preserving 
a  margin  of  at  least  100  yards  along  the  river-side 
free  from  private  building  purposes.  This  "  mono- 
prfy"  of  river-side  space,  which  probably  extends  to 
the  Dalla  side,  ^*  the  Howrah  of  Rangoon,^'  will 
probably  secure,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Friend^  our 
having  a  city  in  the  East  more  elegant  in  appearance 
than  even  Calcutta  itself,  which,  however  grand  time 
and  wealth  have  made  it,  is  built  upon  no  principle. 
So  then  Bangoon  has  a  chance  of  possessing  an  ele- 
gant river  front ;  and  there  cannot  be  a  better  rule, 
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under  the  circumstances,  than  Jthat  adopted,  of  allow- 
ing no  one  to  build  in  the  town  *^  without  official 
sanction.*^  We  should  even  have  a  Board  to  test 
the  ability  of  the  architect !  Through  the  ignoranoe 
of  some  dunce  the  eye  of  a  man  of  taste  is  too 
frequently  iiortured  for  a  quarter  of  a  century !  There 
have  been  few  conquests  in  India  about  which  our 
countrymen  have  been  so  sanguine  as  to  improvement 
as  Pegu ;  it  would  become  a  second  Bengal ;  indigo 
and  cotton  in  due  course  of  time  would  enrich  many 
merchants  and  ruin  others ;  Rangoon  would  become 
the  dock-yard  of  Asia; — so  with  all  these  events  in  the 
future  let  us  hope  for  the  best. 

The  following  announcement  of  taxation  is  the 
next  sign  of  improvement  that  may  be  brought  for- 
ward. Issuing  from  the  Deputy  Commissioner's 
Office  on  the  26th  December  1852,  it  notified  '*  that 
on  and  from  the  18th  of  February  1853,  duties  upon 
imports  and  exports  at  the  Ports  of  Bangoon  and 
Bassein  will  bo  levied  according  to  the  tariff  now 
in  use  at  Calcutta.**'  Provisional  rules  were  deposit- 
ed at  the  Custom-houses  of  Rangoon  and  Bassein. 
So  much,  then,  for  the  dawn  of  improvement !  The 
task  must  be  left  to  other  writers  of  entering  into 
details  concerning  what  has  been  set  forth  in  this 
brief  Chapter.  The  Author  must  now  proceed  with 
the  "  active'"*  movement  of  his  Narrative,  which  is, 
if  any  trust  may  be  put  in  the  aspect  of  affairs,  fast 
drawing  to  a  close. 
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CHAPTER   XIX. 

SIB  JOHN  OHSAPB^S  OPERATIONS  AQAlKST  THE  CHIEF 
MTAT*TOON. 

The  Bobber  Chieftain  of  Donnabew  had  to  all 
i^pearance  become  the  Soult  of  the  war.  Like  the 
great  opponent  to  our  immortal  Wellington  on  more 
Uian  one  occasion  in  the  Peninsula,  he  kept  his 
ground, — as  a  matter  of  course  contemplated  gigantic 
enterprises, — and  was  certainly  not  to  be  despised. 
Were  it  possible  in  India  or  the  East  to  meet  with 
a  hostile  leader  possessing  the  ^'  firmness,  activity, 
vigour,  foresight,  grand  conceptions,  and  admirable 
arrangement  "^  *  of  Soult,  the  Indian  Army  would 
better  deserve  the  title  which  has  been  so  gracious- 
ly bestowed  upon  it,  that  of  the  fighting  army  of 
the  world !  There  certainly  is  no  army  which  has 
acted  vnth  more  strictness  up  to  the  great  Napoleon'^s 
maxim,  that  ^^  an  army  should  always  be  in  a  con- 
dition to  fight,""  than  ours.  But  not  to  diverge  from 
the  strange  comparison  brought  forward,  Myat-Toon 
♦  Napier's  Pemmular  War,  VoL  III,  p.  322. 


TSEsl 

in  spite  of  the  warn  of  < 

of  dev^lopemem  of  innnimMl  pova^ 
I  to  poMcgg  «>7iiie  of  tlie  attribotes  of  Soak. 
He  wBff  detennmed  to  reoui  in  Ini  Mn»g  jungly 
positioii,  to  force  vliich  had  pioved  so  firtal  to  poor 
Loch  and  hiflcompttDioiii;  and  periuhpo  hi»  **gniid 
eoDoeptioo^  was,  like  the  chiiafaoai  Bondoola  in  the 
last  war,  that  of  eventnaDr  canrii^  oar  Generd 
in  chains  to  ATa  I  Of  comae  the  news  of  the  reeent 
Hiiwrer  §peed3j  readied  the  pakee  of  the  Golden 
Foot  and  fiDed  the  Golden  Ean  with  a  nm  dehgfat. 
Donnabew  was  the  dreaded  name  irtiieh  wooM  at 
Imgth  strike  tenrar  into  the  hearts  of  the  Kngiish ; 
and  Mvat-Toon  *  had  been  deputed  by  the  anthori- 
ties  in  the  Boddhisticai  celestial  regions  to  drive  the 
British  ^^  bariiarians*'  into  the  sea,  and  prop  up  the 
falling  Burmese  Empire ! 

With  regard  to  the  former  proceeding,  it  was 
confidently  asserted  that  the  Oiief  did,  before  the 
conclusion  of  Sir  John  Cheapens  operations,  send 
the  Commodore  a  letter  saying  that  if  the  gallant 
sailor  did  not  immediately  quit  the  river  he  would 
blow  him  out  of  the  water !  On  the  other  hand, 
our  allies  the  Karens  entertained  the  serious  pros- 
pect of  soon  being  enabled  to  forward  Myat-Toon^s 
head  in  salt  to  the  Commissioner  or  to  the  General  i 
But  he  had  yet  to  be  driven  from  his  stronghold ; 
and  before  relating  theBrigadier-Oeneral'^s  operations 

*  Meeali-TooD  or  Mya-Toon  ;  but  the  above  mode  of  spdling 
is  used  in  the  Despatch.' 
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it  may  be  interesting  to  take  a  slight  retrospect,  in 
wliieh  will  be  fonnd  a  few  events  not  yet  mentioned 
in  this  Narrative. 

At  a  tune  (May  1852,)  when  Captains  Niblett 
and  Brooking,  of  the  PhUgMhm  and  Prwerpine 
steaoiers,  were  probably  burning — like  some  of 
Her  Majesty^s  Navy — with  the  ambitious  desire  of 
hinging  the  war  to  a  speedy  termination  by  what 
has  been  humourously  styled  **  doing  a  little  of  ^  Lord 
Oodinuie,^'^  or  simply  shelling  the  Golden  Emperor 
in  his  palace  from  the  river  off  Ava,  the  former 
vessel  during  her  trip  up  the  river  went  20  miles 
above  Donnabew.  No  fortifications  were  found  at 
the  position  so  celebrated  in  the  Military  narratives; 
there  was  merely  the  town  and  the  remains  of  the 
work  destroyed  in  the  last  war.  ♦  The  science  of 
Burmese  warfare  which  here,  under  Maha-Bundoola, 
had  been  of  no  despicable  nature,  had  given  place 
to  the  more  profitable  glories  of  dacoity.  Dur- 
ing the  trips  of  the  Phlegethan  dacoits  were  roving 
about,  plundering  and  murdering,  shooting  men, 
women,  and  children;  in  short,  whoever  came  in  their 
way.  Many  of  the  inhabitants  who  were  friendly 
to  us  and  anxious  to  know  if  the  country  was  to 
be  annexed,  came  down  with  the  steamer,  but 
daring  their  progress  were  fired  on  from  the  banks 
of  the  river.    Three  women  were  shot.     The  Chief 

•  Surrendered  to  the  British  Army  under  Major-General  Sir 
A.  Campbell,  K  C.  B.,  on  the  2d  of  April  1825,  after  the  death 
of  If  aha-Bundoola. 
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thought  it  rashness  to  venture.  Two  boats  could 
not  pull  abreast  in  it;  the  banks  were  low  and  ooyered 
with  jungle,  withstakes  driven  intothe  river,and  trees 
across  to  ^^  bar  the  passage.**^  The  boats  had  only 
proceeded  a  few  miles  when  from  each  bank  came 
a  volley  of  musketry;  several  men  fell;  the  fire 
became  ^'  hotter  and  hotter,^  till  at  length  the  boats 
were  driven  back  with  the  loss  of  12  killed  and 
wounded,  including  among  the  latter  one  officer  of 
the  Moozifffer^  Lieutenant  Mitcheson,  I.N.-,  severely. 
On  this  occasion  the  expedition  was  about  180 
strong.* 

*  It  may  be  well  to  give  here,  in  the  fonn  of  a  Note,  some 
details— notwithfitaoding  they  differ  in  a  few  respects  from 
other  accounts — ^regarding  the  Naval  party  under  Commander 
Rennie,  I.  N.,  of  the  Zenobia^  who  made  snob  snccessftil  attacks 
on  the  enemy  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Commodore,  as  they 
form  **  a  good  set-off  to  the  Pantanno  and  Donnabew  business." 
The  following  notes  are  with  reference  to  Chapter  XV,  page 
225  : — ^  Rennie  arrived  at  Bassein  on  the  19th  of  January. 
On  the  21  St  he  started  in  the  boats  (about  86  strong),  with  10 
officers,  towed  by  the  NemetU,  On  the  23d,  at  6  a.  m.,  he  reached 
the  enemy's  outposts,  who  pushed  on  to  their  stronghold ;  he 
there  landed  four  small  field  pieces  which  he  took  with  him,  and 
marched  16  miles  across  country,  about  eight  miles  from  the 
back  of  Donnabew — how  close  he  must  have  been  to  the  scene 
of  poor  Loch*s  subsequent  disaster  1 — came  suddenly  on  the 
Burmese  about  1,200  strong;  drove  them  before  him,  killiog 
one  chief  and  five  men.  The  successful  Commander  attacked  a 
larger  force  a  little  higher  up  the  river.  At  daylight  on  the 
dOth,  he,  with  two  field  pieces,  found  himself  directly  in  front  of 
some  3,000  armed  Burmese  who  came  on  boldly.  Captain 
Rennie  (having  his  men  perfectly  in  hand)  waited  his  time^  and 
when  the  enemy  were  within  50  yards  opened  a  terrific  fire 
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ig  thus  finished  an  imperfect  retrospeot  of 

onneoted  with  Myat-Toon  previous  to  the 

near  Donnabew,  recorded  in  a  previous 

of  this  Narrative,  let  us  proceed  to  relate 

nsive  and  satisfactory  operations,  yet  those 

I  by  the  ever-floating  shadows  of  disease  and 

e  18th  of  February  Brigadier-General  Sir 
eape,  E.G.B.,  left  Prome  to  proceed  against 
er-chief  Myat-Toon,  near  Donnabew.  He 
li  him  the  following  detachments  composed 
ost  healthy  men  of  the  different  regiments : 
f  H.  M.'s  I8th  Boyal  Irish  under  Major 
;  200  of  H.  M/s  51st  K.  0.  L.  I.  under 
[rby ;  the  Rifle  Company  of  the  67th  B.  N.  I. 
iptain  Hicks;  200  of  the  4th  Sikh  Locals 
[ajor  Armstrong;  some  70  Sappers  and 
inder  Lieutenants  Mullins  and  Trevor ;  and 
I — a  24-pounder  howitzer  and  a  9-pounder 
jht  field  battery — under  Major  Beid,  with 
nts  Ashe  and  Dobbin,  all  three  of  the  Bengal 
;  there  were  also  some  rocket-tubes,  served 

II  party  of  dismounted  Madras  Horse  Artil- 

SDd  cannister,  and  went  right  at  them  ;  the  enemy 
d  and  fled  leavmg  48  killed ;  50  prisoners,  numbers 
landed,  wore  taken  ;  the  Chief's  two  sons  were  found 
irely  wounded  :  Besides  men,  six  iron  12-pounder 
;hree  golden  umbrellas  (standards)  were  captured 
lant  **  blue-jackets."— Bravo  the  Indian  Navy  I  but 
e  had  the  advantage  of  seeing  his  enemy,  which  poor 

lOt. 

R 
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lenrmoD,  under  Conductor  Lesby,  with  Lieutenant 
^[airrath  of  the  latter  arm. 

Sir  John  landed  and  collected  his  force  at  Hen- 
zadah  on  the  Irrawaddy,  a  position  some  35  miles 
north  of  Donnabew — determining  to  start  against 
Myat-Ti>on'8  stronghold  from  this  quarter.  Hen- 
za^lah  is  largo  and  populous,  and  here  a  vast  num- 
ber of  hackeries  (cartp)  were  procurable.  From 
information  gaincil  through  the  Gonunissioner,  Sir 
John  w:ut  led  to  expect  that  he  could  reach  Myat- 
TiH>n'8  position  in  three  or  four  days,  then  march 
into  Donnalnnv,  and  embark  again  in  the  steamers. 
Tho  foroo,  having  been  joined  by  Captain  Singleton, 
H.  M.'s  .^Ist.  and  all  sickly  men  left  behind,  started 
on  tho  ovoninir  of  tho  22d,  taking  seven  or  eight  days'* 
provisions  with  them.  On  the  26th  the  General 
found  hinisi^lf,  as  ho  believed,  still  at  a  considerable 
distance  from  tho  Chiefs  stronghold.  Provisions 
running  short,  and  without  any  knowledge  of  the 
couiury  botwivn,  save  a  nullah  reported  unfordable. 
Sir  John  dotenninod  to  regain  the  river;  he  accord- 
ingly made  a  Hank  movement  to  Zooloom,  where 
tho  foroo  arrived  on  the  afternoon  of  the  28th,  after 
a  very  tedious  and  harassing  march.  The  enemy 
had  only  shown  themselves  twice,  on  one  of  which 
occasions  they  tired  from  the  opposite  side  of  a 
nullah  and  wounded  two  men  of  the  olst  K.  O.  L.  I. 
Tho  steamers  having  been  warned,  they  came  up  to 
Zooloom  and  received  the  greater  part  of  the  troops 
on  board.     On  tho  morning  of  the  1st  March  the 
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foroe  was  joined  by  a  small  detachment  of  the  Bam- 
ghar  Irregular  Gavahy,  under  Lieutenant  Graham, 
which  body  had  foUowed  Sir  John  from  Prome,  but 
did  not  arrive  at  Henzadah  till  after  the  General 
had  started.  The  steamers  left  about  11  a.  m. 
for  Donnabew.  The  empty  carts  and  the  horses  of 
the  battery  were  escorted  down  to  Donnabew  by 
100  of  the  Royal  Irish,  100  Sikhs,  and  the  detach- 
nent  of  Irregular  Cavalry,  the  convoy  being  under 
eharge  of  Captain  Armstrong,  18th  B.  I.  It  arrived 
nfely  at  its  destination  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  of 
March. 

About  two  miles  before  reaching  Donnabew  Cap- 
tain Smith,  the  Deputy  Commissioner,  was  told  by 
a  Poonghee  that  there  was  a  Burmese  picquet  in  a 
house  which  he  pointed  out.  Captain  Smith  in  con- 
sequence took  three  or  four  sowars  and  sepoys  along 
with  him,  surrounded  the  house,  and  succeeded  in 
capturing  three  men.  These  prisoners  afterwards 
acted  as  guides  to  the  expedition.  The  Pagoda  of 
Donnabew  stands  on  the  river  side,  and  with  the 
exception  of  three  or  four  Poonghee  houses  some 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  distant,  not  a  house,  not 
even  an  inhabitant  of  any  description  was  to  be 
seen.  The  town,  as  has  been  already  observed,  had 
been  burned  down  by  Myat-Toon  and  his  destructive 
band,  who  had  probably  determined  that  while  the 
English  remained  in  the  country  "  Stormy  Donna- 
bew,"" as  a  town  or  military  position,  should  not 
stand.      Here  Sir  John  Cheape  resolved  to  wait 
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Eyerytliiiig  being  now  ready,  including  two  rafts 
prepared  by  the  Sappers — the  barrels  composing 
them  having  been  brought   from  Bangoon  —  the 
General  issued  an  order  for  the  force  to  start  at 
two  p.  M.  on  the  7th  instant.    All  the  sick  being  left 
at  Donnabew,  and  some  few  men  to  garrison  the 
place,  the  party  now  consisted  of  about  500  Euro- 
peans, 500   Natives,   two  guns  of  the  light  field 
battery,  three  rocket-tubes,  and  two  mortars,  with 
the  detachment  of  Irregular  Horse  and  70  Sappers. 
Being  now  assured  that  three  days  would  bring  them 
in  front  of  Myat-Toon'*s  stronghold,  they  started,  as 
ordered,  at  two  p.  M.  on  the  7th,  taking  six  or  seven 
days'  provisions  with  them.     The  right  wing  under 
Major  Wigston,  consisting  of  the  detachments  of 
H.M.'s  18th  and  80th  regiments,  with  the  4th  Sikhs 
in  front ;  then  came  the  guns,  followed  by  the  Irre- 
gular Cavalry,  rocket-tubes,  and  mortars.     The  left 
wing,  consisting  of  detachments  of  H.  M.'*b  51st  and 
the  e7th  B.N. I.,  was  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Sturt.    The  direction  taken  by  the  force  was  almost 
due  west.    A  fter  proceeding  three  miles  the  advanced 
guard  surprised  a  small  picquet,  and  shot  two  of  the 
enemy.     About  five  P.  M.  the  Colunm  reached  Akyo 
and  the  bank  of  a  broad  nullah,  at  least  130  yards 
wide.    This  was  seven  miles  from  Donnabe^w.    Here 
the  enemy  opened  a  fire  of  jingals  and  musketry, 
but  our  guns  came  to  the  front  and  silenced  them 
for  a  time.     The  troops  passed  the  night  behind  a 
belt  of  jungle  parallel  to  the  nullah ;  and  although 
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wjw  -^rf**.  T/ni^rl  v^  RiAk^  tii-^m  «k'»-  ^^Hc^T-e^ : 
l/u*.  ri'A  fk  v^r*ri;^*:  fif  f:ir.h*T  frki?d  or  fi^r  wa*  lo  be 
M^'^m  tfj^:T<; '  It  «^«  now  fiai'i  to  1>&  CJ2^  *t^c<^  rood ; 
ih'j  ;(»ji'l':  *a#j  tto^^iA.  iKrnt  to  the  rear,  ami  Aix^ilier 
#/fM;  '^il<:'l  up  to  take  hu  pUc^.  The  oew  guide 
itjrri<:H  t//  th<;  Krft,  and  after  a  ino«t  tedious  ixmnd, 
find'ff  a  isUxnuii  Mun,  brought  the  wearied  troop«  back 
to  ih(;  id<;ritical  H|>^it  from  which  thev  had  started ! 
n<'nr  wu«  provfxiation  enough  to  try  the  temper 
of  ilie  rnokt  forbearing.  While  dwelling  on  this 
incident  ono  iH  apt  to  recal  to  memory  a  etory 
ri<lat<id  by  Admiral  Sir  Charles  Napier  in  his  Travels 
ill  Hyria,  of  u  ^uide  who  would  not  do  his  duty. 
SiM/an^  hold  o(  tho  miHcroant  he  declared  if  he  did 
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not  proceed  on  his  way  forthwith,  <<  by  the  beard  of 
the  Prophet^  he  would  send  a  bullet  through  his 
bead  I  after  which  the  guide  sullenly  took  the  lead. 
On  the  present  occasion  the  first  guide  should  have 
been  under  the  charge  of  the  gallant  Admiral,  and 
probably  there  would  have  been  no  occasion  for  a 
second.  To  proceed — a  halt  was  made  in  the  village 
for  two  hours ;  but  Major  Cotton  was  sent  on  with 
20O  men  to  the  nullah  where  the  force  intended  to 
encamp  at  Kyomtano.  It  was  about  a  mile  far- 
ther on;  and  on  his  arrival  he  succeeded  in 
inrprising  a  party  of  Burmese,  drove  them  across 
the  nullah,  followed  them  in  dashing  style,  and 
killed  eight  of  them  without  losing  a  man.  On  the 
irrival  of  the  troops  in  the  evening,  a  small  party  of 
Burmese  showed  themselves  from  the  jungles  on  the 
left ;  the  guns  opened  on  them,  and  they  soon  dis- 
q>peared.  These  men  came  down  next  morning 
under  cover  of  the  fog  and  fired  into  the  camp. 
The  nullah  here  was  about  50  yards  wide.  A 
•ort  of  bridge  was  made  by  connecting  the  rafts 
with  planks,  and  with  the  assistance  of  an  old  boat 
found  in  the  nullah,  the  greater  part  of  the  troops 
and  all  the  baggage  passed  over.  The  bridge  was 
then  broken  up,  and  the  guns  taken  across  on  the 
rafts;  the  empty  hackeries  were  driven  into  the 
water  and  swam  over  beautifully.  Every  thing  was 
across  and  the  rafts  packed  again  by  five  P.  M. 

On  the  11th  the  force  started  at  the  usual  hour. 
Every  one  now  expected  to  reach  Myat-Toon**s  posi- 
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wait  for  a  supply.  Several  cases  of  cholera  occurred 
on  the  road.  On  the  13th  Colonel  Sturt,  with  all  the 
hackeries  and  some  300  men,  went  into  Donnabew 
for  provisions.*  Meanwhile  the  troops  were  put  on 
half-rations.  This  was  a  sad  day  in  camp,  no  less 
than  13  deaths  from  cholera  having  taken  place. 

The  force  remained  here  until  the  16th,  when 
Colonel  Sturt  returned  with  10  or  12  days'*  provi- 
sions. The  Burmese  had  fired  a  few  shots  into 
camp  every  night,  but  fortunately  without  hitting 
any  one.  At  two  p.  m.  on  the  17th,  the  right  wing 
under  Major  Wigston,  18th  R.  I.,  were  sent  on  the 
old  road,  and  again  captured  the  breastwork,  which 
had  been  much  strengthened,  with  the  loss  of  one 
officer  and  five  men  wounded.  A  prisoner  and 
two  brass  jingals  was  taken  on  this  occasion.  This 
prisoner  was  of  some  use  in  the  further  advance  of 
the  force  in  describing  and  pointing  out  the  enemy'^s 
position.-f-  On  the  18th,  at  daybreak,  the  rest  of  the 
force  started,  leaving  the  sick  and  surplus  provi- 
sions with  a  detachment  under  Lieutenant  Dickson 
of  the  51st,  in  a  small  stockade  at  Kyomtano. 
The  party  joined  the  right  wing  at  the  breastwork, 
and  the  sick  and  wounded  of  Major  Wigston'^s  party 
were  sent  back  to  Kyomtano ;  the  Column  continued 
their  march,  the  loft  wing,  under  Colonel  Sturt,  in 
front,  till  they  came  to  another  breastwork  about 

•  The  sick  and  wounded  were  sent  in  olon^  with  him. 
t  Sir  John  Cheape's  Despatch,  dated  Dounabcw,  25th  March 
185d»  Appendix  No.  XIII. 
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4>  This  work  was  gallantly  carried  by  H.M.'s 
io.L.I.  and  the  67th  B.N.L,  Captain  Single- 
jihe  former  regiment  leading  the  advance. 
Boileau  of  the  67th  fell  while  gallantly 
the  enemy  on  the  left  bank.  On  this 
our  loss  was  one  officer  and  one  sepoy  of 
I  killed,  and  one  Ensign  of  the  51st  and  six 
the  67th  wounded.  At  five  P.M.  the  force 
[  by  a  piece  of  water  about  a  mile  further  on, 
il raging  in  camp.  At  seven  A.M.  on  the  19th, 
aeral  was  advancing  with  his  troops,  the  right 
Q  front.  Having  gone  a  mile  out,  the  enemy 
ound  in  a  breastwork  on  the  opposite  side  of 
Dah,  or  at  the  head  of  the  piece  of  water  on  the 
along  the  edge  of  which  the  road  lay.*  Under 
tcumstances  Sir  John  deemed  it  the  safest 
b  get  at  the  enemy  as  speedily  as  possible. 

THE  ACTION  OF  THE  19TH. 

(ported  by  the  guns  and  rockets,  the  General 
Bsolved  to  carry  the  breastwork  on  the  right. 
^8  80th  formed  the  advanced  guard,  followed  by 
kppers  clearing  the  road. 

coming  opposite  the  enemy''s  left  flank  the 
commenced.  The  rockets  were  advanced  and 
1  fire.     The  Sikhs  were  sent  on  to  support  the 

and  the  18th  Royal  Irish  in  support  of  them. 
>  Sappers  worked   admirably,   and  the  guna 
shortly  got  into  position  and  opened  a  well 

*  See  Despatch,  Appendix  No.  XIII. 
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directed  fire,  which  gradually  became  very  heavy  on 
both  sides,  and  it  was  reported  to  Sir  John  that 
Major  Wigston  was  wounded.      On  reaching  the 
front  he  found  also  that  Major  Armstrong  of  the 
Sikh  Corps  was  wounded,  and  many  other  Officers 
and  men.     The  fire  of  the  enemy  on  the  path  lead- 
ing up  to  the  breastwork  was  so  heavy  that  **  the 
advanced  party  had  not  succeeded  in  carrying  it."^ 
Lieutenant  Johnson,  the  only  remaining  officer  of  the 
4th  Sikh  Begiment,  persevered  most  bravely,  which 
only  increased  the  loss.     H.  M.''s  80th  and  the  Sikhs 
now  hoped  to  get  round  the  extreme  right  of  the 
enemy,  but  thick  jungle   and  strong  abattis   pre- 
vented the  men  from  making  their  way  through. 
At  this  point  the  18th  Royal  Irish  came  up.     The 
fire  of  musketry  and  grape  was  so  heavy  that  they 
got  scattered,  and  sustained  great  loss.     Lieutenant 
Cockburn  of  this  distinguished  corps  was  severely 
wounded.      Major   Holdich  of  H.   M.''s  80th    was 
now  in  command  of  the  right  wing.     Dense  smoke, 
a  verj'  heavy  fire,  and  the  deadly  breastwork  yet  to 
be  assailed,  there  was  some  difficulty  in  Sir  John 
acting  up  to  Napoleon^s  advice  to  Massena  before 
the  battle  of  Busaco ;  "  attack  vigorously  after  having 
observed  well  where  to  strike  !^    At  length  the  Gene- 
ral did  ascertain  what  was  between  our  men  and 
the  breastwork.     He  discovered  that  there  was  no 
water,   and   no   obstacle   of  any  importance  to  be 
encountered,  provided  the  troops  could  pass  through 
the  enemy'^s  fire,  a  distance  of  some  30  yards.    Now 
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the  resolution  to  attack  vigorously  was  at  its  full 
height.  The  **  assembly'*^  brought  as  many  of  the 
right  wing  together  as  possible.  In  the  meantime 
Major  Beid  of  the  Bengal  Artillery  gallantly  brought 
up  a  24-pounder  howitzer — ^the  men  of  the  Slst 
assisting  to  drag  the  gun  along,  and  opened  an 
effectual  fire  on  the  enemy  at  a  range  of  not  more 
than  25  yards.  Being  in  a  much  exposed  position, 
as  was  to  be  expected  the  gallant  Major  was  almost 
immediately  wounded,  after  which  Lieutenant  Ashe 
kept  up  the  fire  of  the  gun  in  the  most  spirited 
manner.  This  was  dangerous  firing  for  our  Artillery, 
but  the  cannister  from  that  gem  of  field  pieces,  at 
rach  a  range,  must  have  been  terribly  effective  ! 
At  this  crisis,  while  the  Burmese  were  doing  sad 
havoc  with  their  musketry,  and  working  their 
masked  battery  with  decided  effect,  it  is  highly 
probable  that  no  other  means  available  could  have 
been  nearly  so  instrumental  in  striking  terror  into 
the  determined  hearts  of  the  enemy  as  this  ar- 
tillery fire!  It  came  as  a  splendid  harbinger  of 
the  final  charge  which,  in  spite  of  all  resistance, 
was  to  drive  the  Chieftain  from  his  stronghold ! 
The  right  wing  being  much  weakened  from  the  loss 
they  had  sustained,  and  on  account  of  the  number 
of  men  required  as  skirmishers,  Sir  John  ordered  a 
reinforcement  from  the  left.  These  were  joined  by 
the  men  of  the  right  wing  that  had  been  collected 
by  Major  Holdich,  and  were  led  by  Ensign  Wolsely 
of  H.  M.'s  80th.     To  use  the  General's  own  words. 
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<<  the  whole  advanced  in  a  manner  that  nothing  could 
checlc.'^  The  fire  was  severe,  and  Lieutenant  Taylor, 
0th  M.  N.  I.,  doing  duty  with  H.  M^s  61st.,  fell 
mortally  wounded ;  Ensign  Wolsely  was  also  struck 
down,  and  many  other  gallant  soldiers.  The  breast- 
work was  immediately  carried;  the  enemy  fled  in 
confusion,  except  those  who  stood  to  be  shot  or 
bayoneted  by  the  men.  British  courage  had  now 
overcome  in  the  midst  of  dense  forest  and  jungle  all 
natural  difficulties,  as  in  more  civilised  countries  it 
had  so  often  gloriously  conquered  all  artificial  ones, 
and  the  entire  defeat  of  the  Chieftain  Myat-Toon  was 
now  to  be  ranked  among  the  most  important  events 
of  the  war  !  Our  loss  was  severe.  Eleven  bodies 
were  buried  on  the  spot,  and  nine  Officers  and  75 
men  were  wounded  in  this  well-fought  action  of  the 
19th  of  March,  which  lasted  about  two  hours. 
"  Lieutenant  Trevor  of  the  Engineers,  with  Corpo- 
ral Livingstone  and  Private  Preston,  of  H.  M."*8 
51st  K.  0.  L.  L,  first  entered  the  enemy's  breastwork, 
the  two  former  each  shooting  down  one  of  the  enemy 
opposing  their  entrance.  The  lead  devolved  on 
them  and  on  Sergeant  Preston  of  H.  M.'s  5l8t,  and 
Sergeant- Major  Quin  of  H.  M.'s  80th,  when  Lieu- 
tenant Taylor,  Ensign  Wolsely,  and  Coloui^Ser- 
geant  Donnahoe  fell  in  the  advance.**"*  The  two 
guns  which  had  been  lost  by  the  unfortunate  expe- 
dition at  the  beginning  of  February  were  now  re- 
captured. The  Burmese  had  been  firing  with  them 
*  Sir  John  Cheapo's  Despatch,  Appendix,  No.  XIIL 
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at  onr  troops  with  deadly  effect.  In  the  opinion 
of  the  General  and  others  they  were  well  served 
to  the  last.  In  attempting  to  carry  off  one  of 
them  12  of  the  enemy  were  killed  by  a  discharge 
from  our  9-pounder  gun.  The  enemy  sustained 
a  heavy  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  ;  the  only  draw- 
back to  Sir  John^s  complete  triumph  was  the  escape 
of  the  Chief  with  a  few  followers.  It  is  improbable 
that  he  would  go  to  Ava  after  such  a  defeat,  or  out 
of  his  own  vicinity  be  again  able  to  collect  forces  to 
resist  our  power.  "  His  whole  force  and  means,"' 
writes  Sir  John,  ''were  concentrated  on  this  position, 
and  I  imagine  he  must  have  had  about  4>000  men 
in  these  breastworks,  which  extended  1,200  yards 
in  length.'" 

Let  us  now  resume  our  private  notes,  kindly  fur- 
nished by  an  Officer  engaged  in  the  operations,  and 
which  were  abandoned  on  commencing  to  relate  the 
Action  of  the  19th,  the  greater  part  of  the  details  of 
which  have  been  drawn  from  Sir  John's  despatch,  and 
to  a  large  portion  of  this  important  document  (No. 
XIII  of  the  Appendix)  the  reader  is  referred  for 
much  interesting  information. 

After  the  action  a  party  was  sent  on  immediately 
to  Kyoukazeen,  Myat-Toon's  own  village.  Neither  in 
this,  nor  in  a  village  passed  on  the  road  to  it,  was  a 
single  person  to  be  seen.  Both  villages,  situated  on 
the  Pantanno  creek,  might  be  distant  three  quarters 
of  a  mile  from  each  other.  Colonel  Sturt,  with  part 
of  the  67th,  and  all  the  commissariat,  remained  in  the 
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first  village ;  the  rest  of  the  force,  with  all  the  wounded, 
proceeded  to  Eyoukazeen.  Captain  Fytche,  Depnty 
Oommissioner  of  the  Bassein  district,  joined  aboat 
mid-day  at  the  first  village. 

On  the  20th  Captain  Tarleton  arrived  with  some 
gun-boats,  having  with  his  accustomed  energy  and  per- 
severance cut  through  the  obstructions  thrown  into 
the  creek  for  a  distance  of  15  miles.  Some  900  boats, 
crowded  with  people  who  had  been  kept  in  subjec- 
tion by  Myat-Toon,  passed  down  the  creek  !  In  this 
affecting  incident  alone  was  to  be  found  an  argu- 
ment against  those  who,  be  it  just  or  unjust,  affect 
to  shudder  at  the  very  name  of  war !  Some  thou- 
sands of  our  fellow-creatures  were  now  relieved  from 
captivity  and  oppression  ;  and  it  may  be  doubted 
whether  all  the  wordy  speeches  of  the  Peace  Socie- 
ties will  ever  do  as  much  !  War  we  all  know  is  an 
evil,  but  it  is  a  necessary  one  ;  and,  as  in  the  above 
incident,  out  of  it  does  come  good ;  Providence  it 
would  seem  has  placed  it  amongst  the  machinery  which 
governs  this  wonderful  world  of  ours,  and  it  cannot 
be  removed  altogether  to  suit  the  selfishness  of  a 
party.  Were  our  life  not  what  Byron  styles  "  a 
false  nature,"'  it  might  be  otherwise.  It  certainly 
"  is  not  in  the  harmony  of  things,  this  hard  decree!'" 
But  as  long  as  there  are  opposing  interests  in  the 
world,  as  long  as  there  are  countries  to  bring  within 
the  pale  of  enlightenment  and  civilisation,  there 
must  and  will  be  war !  Governments  therefore 
should  always  be  prepared  for  it,  which  preparation 
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may  either  promote  a  Nation's  glory,  or  secure  a 
Nation^s  peace. 

On  the  21st  Lieutenant  Oockbum,  18th  B.  I. 
was  buried,  having  died  of  his  wounds  the  previous 
evening.  All  the  sick  and  wounded,  with  the  guns, 
were  sent  down  in  boats  to  the  steamers  lying  in 
the  creek.  Lieutenant  Williams,  Adjutant  of  the 
67th  B.  N.  I.,  who  had  been  seized  with  cholera  on 
the  18th,  died  on  board.  The  bad  cases  of  this  ter- 
riUe  scourge  were  sent  to  Rangoon  direct,  the  others 
to  Donnabew  and  Prome.  On  the  22d  the  force 
was  ordered  to  return.  Four  p.  M.  was  the  ap- 
pointed hour  to  march;  but  at  two  the  village, 
(Kyoukazeen,)  extending  nearly  three  quarters  of  a 
mile  on  the  side  where  the  troops  were  encamped, 
caught  fire.  Sir  John,  who  lived  on  the  opposite 
side,  was  enabled  to  cross  with  difficulty,  and  not 
without  being  scorched.  The  fire  spread  with  the 
utmost  rapidity,  burning  even  the  boats  on  the 
nullah.  Captain  Garden,  Assistant-Quartermaster- 
General,  and  one  or  two  others,  were  obliged  to 
fwim  across.  It  was  most  fortunate  that  the  sick, 
the  guns  and  ammunition,  as  also  the  Conunissar- 
iat  in  the  other  village,  had  been  sent  away.  Great 
eonfnsion  reigned  for  some  time,  the  calamity  of 
fire  always  producing  '^  confusion  worse  confounded,''^ 
but  eventually  all  were  collected  in  Colonel  Sturt^s 
camp.  The  force  marched  to  Kyomtano  the  same 
evening. 

s 
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On  the  23d  a  nullah  was  crossed  and  into 
Akyo.  On  the  24th  another  nullah  was  crossed, 
and  into  Donnabew.  The  troops  were  embarked  and 
returned  to  Prome,  leaving  a  detachment  in  the 
pagoda  of  Donnabew. 

In  these  operations  against  Myat-Toon  upwards 
of  140  of  our  troops  were  kiUed  and  wounded, 
(including  three  0£Bicers  kiUed,  and  severely  wound- 
ed,) and  upwards  of  100  died  of  cholera,  making 
the  total  of  casualties  up  to  nearly  250.*  This 
was  severe  work  every  one  will  admit,  but  only 
those  who  have  had  some  experience  in  junj^e 
warfare  can  know  of  the  sufferings  frequently  to  be 
endured,  and  the  vast  difficulties  to  be  overoome ; 
no  soldier  likes  to  be  shot  at  without  a  chance  of 
immediately  returning  it,  he  raises  his  piece  at  trees 
and  jungle,  and  perhaps  another  shot  tells  him  to 
desist.  Then  may  come  want  of  provisions,  want  of 
rest,  and  pestilence,  too  often  not  to  be  avoided  on 

*  With  reference  to  Chapter  XVI,  ^  The  Disaster  near 
Donuabew/'  we  afterwards  found  that  the  highest  number  given 
of  men  killed  and  wounded  amounted  to  88,  of  whom  15  wera 
killed.  It  was  not  mentioned  that  Lieutenant  BushneU  of  the 
Winchester,  and  Lieutenant  Glover  of  the  Sphpnx,  wero  severelj 
wounded,  as  were  Messrs  Hinde  and  Wilson,  mates  of  the  Wm- 
cheHer,  An  account  since  received  says,  scarcely  had  the  guides 
done  speaking,  when  a  tremendous  fire  was  opened  on  the 
party;  Lieutenant  Kennedy,  Ist  of  the  Fax,  was  shot  dead,  as 
also  several  men.  Captain  Loch  then  waved  his  sword  and 
shouted  to  the  men  to  follow  him ;  others  say  he  was  calling  on 
his  men  to  ^  try  the  bayonet,''  when  he  feU  mortaUy  wounded^ 
the  ball  driving  the  case  of  his  watch  into  his  body. 
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sach  expeditions, — and  such  in  jungle  warfare  are  the 
diadowB  of  a  soldier^s  life !  A  glorious  light  of  it 
had  now  been  shared  by  many  in  the  final  charge 
at  the  enemy  in  the  breastwork,  with  the  irresistible 
British  bayonet !  In  the  operations  just  related 
two  wants  appear  to  have  been  predominant, — the 
want  of  correct  information  regarding  the  where- 
abouts of  the  enemy,  and  the  want  of  a  proper  quan- 
tity of  provisions  at  the  required  time.  Why  not 
more  provisions !  Simply  because,  even  had  sufficient 
carriage  been  available,  it  would  not  have  been  pru- 
dent in  a  General  to  have  started  in  an  unknown 
forest  with  a  long  line  of  Commissariat  hackeries, 
which,  had  the  enemy  sent  thieves  or  skirmishers  into 
the  jungle,  it  would  have  taken  half  his  force  to 
defend.  It  was  therefore  sufficient  to  take  a  fair 
quantity  of  provisions,  relying,  as  the  distances  could 
not  be  great,  on  the  talents  of  his  guides,  who  appear 
to  have  been  arrant  knaves  and  honest  men  by 
turns.  Apparently  there  is  no  fault  to  find  with  the 
conduct  of  this  expedition  against  Myat-Toon ;  on 
the  contrary,  Sir  John  Gheape  is  to  be  praised  for 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  conducted.  Throughout 
the  operations  he  appears  to  have  displayed  cool- 
ness, energy,  and  prudence,  with  compassion  for  his 
wounded  and  suffering  soldiers ;  and  these  are  qua- 
lities which  must  be  found  in  an  eminent  degree, 
under  all  circumstances^  in  him  who  would  be  a  great 
General ! 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

HOTES  AT  TONQHOO,  ON  THB  FRONTIER. 

Towards  the  end  of  March  a  letter  reached  Tonghoo 
from  Prome,  intimating  that  the  accredited  agents 
from  Ava  were  expected  on  the  2l8t;  but,  as  long  ere 
that  time  the  Golden  authorities  had  no  doubt  heard 
of  the  Donnabew  disaster,  and  the  bravery  of  Myat- 
Toon,  the  thought  was  entertained  that  there  would 
be  no  peace  yet!  They  might  possibly  change  their 
minds  when  they  heard  of  Sir  John  Oheape's  opera- 
tions against  the  Chief.  Our  frontier  life  was  now 
becoming  one  of  extreme  uncertainty  as  to  future 
movements.  Was  the  Martaban  Column,  after  all 
its  labours,  to  stand  fast  and  simply  be  ready  to  re- 
pel some  Burmese  Attila  or  some  Tartar  Genseric, 
who,  with  fierce  races  like  the  Huns  and  Vandals, 
might  seek  to  destroy  the  civilisation  we  had  begun 
to  establish,  while  the  Prome  Column  marched  under 
General  Godwin  to  the  very  gates  of  Ava,  a  spherical 
case  shot  from  an  8-inch  howitzer  announcing  his 
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arriTBl!    No,  this  would  never  do!     Man  cannot 
remain  even  for  a  short  time  inactive.    But  here 
there  was  no  help  for  him ;  and  if  he  could  not  find 
any  thing  to  do,  it  was  natural  to  content  himself 
by  observing  what  others  were  doing.     A  Shan  camp 
appeared  not  far  distant  from  the  ancient  walls  of 
Tonghoo.    These  descendants  of  Magog — it  is  pre- 
sumed they  are  such-~-originally  from  Chinese  Tar- 
tary,*  or  it  may  be,  leaving  the  country  of  Japheth 
and  proceeding  to  the  more  southern  possessions  of 
Shem ; — ^these  descendants  of  Shem  who  inhabited 
the  mighty  region  of  Thibet,  from  whose  mountains 
the  Burmese  are  said  eventually  to  have  poured 
down; — ^these  descendants  of  what  Patriarch  you  will, 
who  flourished  after  the  flood  when  ^^  the  whole  earth 
was  of  one  language  and  of  one  speech,^  are  apt  to 
strike  one  as  carrying  a  strange  interest  along  with 
them,  retaining  as  they  do  much  of  that  simplicity 
in  habits  which  was  peculiar  to  the  elder  world. 
They  had  some  very  fine  bullocks,  with  other  mer- 
chandise, which  they  were  about  to  expose  for  sale 
in  the  Moulmein  market.     The  import  trade  from 
the  Shan  States — which  lie  along  the  eastern  frontier 
of  NorthemBurmah,  into  the  capital  of  the  Tenasserim 
Provinces — ^not  long  ago  consisted  of  cattle  (cows  and 
bullocks),  elephants,  ponies,  gold  leaf,  lacquered 

*  The  Tartan  to  this  daj  are  a  wild  and  wanderiDg  race, 
living  in  encampments  of  moveable  tents^  which  thej  cany 
from  place  to  place.  The  Shans  may  have  been  a  more  civi- 
lised tribe,  fond  of  traffic. 
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boxes,  cotton  cloth,  and  other  valuable  artiolee  of 
traffic,  amounting  annually  to  little  less  than  rupees 
320,000,  (L.32,000,)  while  about  a  lakh  of  rupees 
worth  (L.10,000)  of  our  manufactures  found  their 
way  to  them.   There  are  Siamese  Shans  and  Burmese 
Shans,  the  former  having  no  affection  for  the  latter; 
but  both  we  believe  to  be  equally  hostile  to  the  throne 
of  Ava.     Independence  seems  to  be  the  ruling  prin- 
ciple of  all  the  Shans.     We  read,  not  long  ago,  a 
sensible  opinion,  that  a  good  understanding  should 
exist  between  the  British  Indian  Government  and 
the  Shan  States  with  regard  to  reciprocal  acts  of 
accommodation  and  courtesy.    Zimmay  had  thrown 
off  its  allegiance  to  Ava  and  boasted  a  considerable 
army,  including  250  elephants ;  the  writer  therefore 
thought  the  political  connection  between  us  and  the 
Shan  States  should  be  placed  on  some  sure  footing. 
It  must  ever  be  recollected  that  the  Shans  under  the 
Court  of  Ava  fought  bravely  against  us  in  the  last 
war  ;*  and  we  doubt  not  that  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment and  that  of  our  new  Province  have  already 
given  the  subject  of  a  sure  understanding  with  them 
their  earnest  attention.     Siam-f-  too  is  getting  on 
apace.     Among  the  late  acts  of  its  gallant  and  en- 

*  For  instance  at  Wattegaun  in  November  1825.  The 
Shans,  forming  15,000  men  of  the  Barmese  arm/,  were  veiy  fine 
troops. 

t  Siam  stretches  from  the  5th  to  the  2l8t  degree  of  North  lati- 
tude, and  97**  to  105^  East  longitude,  thus  giving  a  maximum 
length  of  560,  by  a  breadth  of  1120  miles.  Population  not 
4,000,000,  although  this  immense  territory  is  far  largw  than 
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terprisiiig  King  was  that  of  enjoining  on  his  nobles 
and  snbjeots  the  propriety  of  following  his  examplot 
and  oonfining  themselves  to  one  wife  !  After  such 
a  strange  proceeding  on  the  part  of  an  Eastern 
Prince — such  a  stride  towards  civilisation — we  must 
not  be  surprised  if,  from  the  ardent  desire  of  learn- 
ing more  from  Europeans,  by  becoming  our  neigh- 
bours, we  find  Northern  Burmah  at  some  future 
period  in  the  possession  of  Siam  and  the  Shans ! 

It  has  been  suggested  by  Indian  journalists  that 
great  advantages  would  arise  to  British  commerce 
from  an  uninterrupted  traffic  with  the  interior  of 
China,  through  the  co-operation  of  China  and  Shan 
merchants.  Captain  M^Leod  in  1837  found  among 
the  northerly  Shan  States  numerous  Chinese  mer- 
chants settled  in  Eieng  Lung,  the  frontier  Shan  Pro- 
vince, said  to  be  tributary  to  Pekin.  These  mer- 
chants were  desirous  of  opening  a  traffic  with  us ; 
but  they  desired  the  presence  of  British  merchants, 
to  whom  both  they  and  the  Shan  Chiefs  pro- 
mised protection  from  extortion,  as  well  as  every 
security  for  their  persons.  ^^  They  dealt  in  silks, — 
raw  and  manufactured,  copper  utensils,  lace,  tinsel, 
and  fancy  articles,  which  they  bartered  for  such 
English  goods  as  made  their  way  upwards.*^  In  a 
few  years  therefore  we  may  find  English  shops  in 

Bengal  Proper.  The  Siameee,  according  to  MaUoch,  are  very 
dothfol  ^  deeping  14  hours  out  of  the  24,  and  resigning  all  active 
labour  to  their  wives"  I  But  we  believe  them  to  be  active  and 
brave  when  they  please. 
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the  Ghinese  towns  of  the  frontier.  The  fact  would 
appear  to  be  quite  as  probable  a«  that  of  the  year 
1853  beholding  an  *'  Europe  Shop^  in  Eadunere,* 
Moore^s  glowing  ^^  valley  of  bliss,*" 

**  With  its  roees  the  sweetest  that  earth  ever  gave  I  * 

or  the  splendid  sight  of  50  Parsee  ladies  riding  in  a 
special  train  upon  the  rail  from  Bombay  to  Tannah, 
both  of  which  events  do  now  adorn  its  annals  I  Oom- 
fort,  and  civilisation^  and  science !  Oh  EIngland, 
England,  you  have  much  to  answer  for !  your  enter- 
prise alone  should  absolve  you,  and  does  in  the  eyes 
of  the  intelligent  world,  from  all  your  fcdlies ! 

To  return  to  the  Shans.  We  know  not  if  they 
differ  much  from  the  Burmese  in  their  general 
manners  and  customs,  and  suppose— not  having  the 
work  here — that  Blumenbach  includes  them  both  in 
the  Mongolian  variety ;  but  their  women  differ  con- 
siderably in  dress  from  the  ladies  of  Burmah, — ^the 
Shan  wearing  her  head  covered  with  a  rich  turband, 
also  a  sort  of  jacket,  with  loose  flowing  silk  trousers, 
reminding  one  of  the  dress  given  by  some  painters 
to  the  "amorous  dame  of  Potiphar!^  The  men 
generally  wear  large  straw  hats. 

The  Karens,  frequently  alluded  to  in  this  Narra- 
tive, occupy  parts  of  the  Shan  and  Siamese  eoun- 

*  The  Lahore  ChrwUde  notices  that  a  Mahommedan  trades> 
man  has  just  opened  an  **  Eorope  Shop"  in  Kashmere.  *  There 
wiU  be  an  English  *  Millinery  Dep6t'  in  Pekin  before  the  oen- 
tury  is  out."— Mend  of  India, 
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iaies.  The  oonntry  of  the  Bed  Karens  lies  considep- 
ably  to  the  northward  of  Tonghoo ;  and  into  this 
distriet  it  is  said  the  line  will  be  drawn  from  Meea- 
day  or  above  it,  marking  out  the  new  British  terri- 
tory in  Eastern  Asia. 

Gonunodore  Lambert  and  Oaptain  Phayre  left 
Bangoon  on  the  l&th  of  March  for  Prome,  which 
they  hoped  to  reach  in  good  time  to  sign  the  treaty. 
They  afterwards  visited  Meeaday  in  the  Indus 
steamer,  it  was  believed  to  settle  the  question  of 
peace — ^in  view  to  which  the  embassy  from  Ava  had 
been  waiting  in  the  precincts  of  that  place  for  several 
days.  They  had  no  doubt  been  waiting  to  hear  the 
result  of  Sir  John  Cheape'^s  operations.  The  Com- 
modore and  Captain  Phayre  however  returned  on 
the  30th,  without  accomplishing  their  object ;  we 
believe  the  objection  being  that  Meeaday  did  not 
belong  to  the  Pegu  Province,  which  alone  was  to 
be  annexed,  according  to  the  Proclamation. 

On  the  Slst  the  Burmese  Commissioners  arrived 
at  Prome  in  great  state,  accompanied  by  25  war- 
boats  ;  the  potentates  as  a  matter  of  course  being 
in  the  full  pomp  and  circumstance  of  Burmese  diplo- 
matic craft.  They  were  said  to  be  accompanied  by 
upwards  of  1,000  men.  Be  this  as  it  may,  it  would 
appear  that  half  of  their  establishment  was  wanting 
on  the  4th  of  April,  the  day  set  apart  for  the  grand 
meeting  between  the  Burmese  and  British  Conmiis- 
sioners. 
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It  may  be  interesting  to  note  the  foUowing  graphic 
account  *  of  this  meeting,  the  best  for  curious  detail 
which  has  yet  appeared : — **  The  Burmese  Gommiih 
sioners  were  each  furnished  with  a  guard  of  honouv 
to  escort  them  to  the  Hall  of  Audience — a  bamboo 
edifice  erected  for  the  occasion^ — and  a  guard  of 
honour,  composed  of  200  men  from  all  foot  r^ 
ments,  was  drawn  up  on  the  shore  by  9i  A.  M. 
to  receive  the  Burmese  Envoys,  who  were  encamped 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  up  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the 
river.  The  Sesostria  fired  a  salute ;  the  Golden  boats, 
and  the  Golden  umbrellas  opening  out  to  view  had  a 
very  pretty  effect.  There  were  12  boats,  three  of 
them  gilt.  The  Prime  Minister's  boat  had  gilt  oars, 
and  each  boat  had  about  40  oars  which  were  paddled 
in  excellent  time.  An  Officer  from  the  Se$agirisy  in 
a  gig,  led  the  way,  and  they  landed  at  the  foot  of  a 
street,  formed  by  the  guard  of  honour,  through 
which  they  marched.  The  Prime  Minister  was 
dressed  in  a  most  absurdly  grotesque  style,  with  a 
hat  of  gold  resembling  a  pagoda,  with  little  beUs,  or 
some  such  tinkling  affairs  hanging  to  it ;  his  dress 
appeared  to  consist  of  a  series  of  wings,  with  a  body- 
dress  of  rich  green  and  scarlet  velvet,  with  precious 
stones  in  abundance.  He  walked  hand-in-hand  with 
a  Prince  of  the  Blood  Boyal — probably  the  uncle  of 
the  present  King — and  behind  them  came  the  um- 
brella-bearers holding  four  or  five  golden  umbrellas 

*  Dated  Prome,  April  6. 


THB  OONFBBBKOE.  283 

over  them.  Preceding  these  dignitaries  of  the  Oourt 
of  Ava,  were  two  conunonly  dressed  Burmese, 
with  yellow  fancy-shaped  hats,  bearing  common 
bamboos  in  their  hands ;  then  came  four  or  five  men 
of  their  body-guard,  holding  in  their  hands  beautiful 
dahs,  the  scabbards  of  which  were  of  gold  and 
richly  studded  with  rubies.  In  rear  of  ihe  two 
great  men  came  two  minor  individuals,  one  the 
Dalla-Woon — ^who  was  at  Rangoon  at  the  breaking 
out  of  the  war,  and  who  was  even  then  most  anxious 
to  keep  at  peace  with  us.  Having  passed  through 
the  street,  a  band  playing  the  while,  the  guard 
formed  in  their  rear  and  followed  them  to  the  Hall 
of  Audience,  where  they  were  duly  received  by  our 
Commissioners,  and  as  they  shook  hands  the  troop 
of  Eor(^>ean  Madras  Horse  Artillery,  drawn  up  for 
the  occasion,  fired  a  salute  of  19  guns.  They  re- 
mainedfor  about  two  hours,  and  wore  then  marshalled 
back  to  the  Ghat,  having  agreed  to  meet  again  on 
Friday  the  8th ;  requiring  till  then  to  consider  as  to 
whether  they  would  sign  the  treaty  or  not.  The 
Gommissioners  were  very  humble  indeed,  but  quiet- 
ly asked  for  Bassein  or  any  other  sea-port.'"  The 
General,  according  to  the  same  writer,  appeared  to 
think  they  would  sign  the  treaty,  but  Captain 
Phayre  thought  not. 

A  letter  received  from  Rangoon,  dated  14th  April, 
informed  us  that  the  treaty  was  not  yet  signed ; 
that  the  Burmese  Commissioners  were  described  as 
tolerably  humble,  and  most  anxious  for  peace ;  and 
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that  they  wanted  Meeaday  and  the  Bassein  district, 
particularly  the  latter,  so  as  to  have  a  oommunioar 
tion  with  the  sea.  The  **  final  answer  ^  was  expeoi- 
ed  about  the  be^ning  of  May.  ^*We  are  all 
anxiety y*^  writes  a  brother  officer  from  Prome,  *^  for 
the  result  of  the  conference  on  the  4th  April ;  on 
the  8th  May  we  get  our  final  answer.^  As  a  matter 
of  course  there  was  a  thirty  days^  truce  until  the 
Gt)vemor-Gteneral''s  pleasure  should  be  known. 

Meeaday,  or  Myede,  appears  to  be  situated  about 
midway  between  Prome  and  Patanago.  To  this 
latter  point,  nearly  opposite  Aeng,  it  was  thought  by 
some  before  hearing  of  another  reference  to  the 
Govemor-Greneral,  there  would  be  an  inmiediate 
advance,  in  consequence  of  the  non-ratification  of  the 
treaty ;  and  then  if  the  Burmese  did  not  come  to 
terms  this  was  to  be  followed  up  by  an  intimidating 
advance  on  Ava!  But  the  authorities  evidently 
knew  better  than  put  themselves  in  the  way  of  play- 
ing the  Yandaboo  drama  over  again.  The  Qover- 
nor-Qeneral  in  Council  had  no  doubt  some  prudent 
scheme  for  the  entire  preservation  of  our  honour 
and  for  the  security  of  the  extent  of  country  finally 
to  be  annexed  in  this  new  quarter  of  the  **  British 
Possessions,^ — notwithstanding  the  same  might  dis- 
appoint the  zealous  and  natural  expectations  of  the 
"  Army  of  Ava  !*"  It  had  been  already  positively 
asserted  by  some  that  the  boundary  line  of  Pegu 
would  include  Patanago ;  thus,  if  continued  to  the 
westward,  taking  in  both  ends  of  the  Aeng  Pass. 
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During  the  months  of  March  and  April  grain  at 
Ays  was  nearly  at  famine  prices,  or  at  three  and 
four  rapees  a  ba^et.  But  if  the  Burmese  suffered 
from  a  want  of  provisions  at  the  Capital  of  their 
Kingdom,  they  did  not  stand  alone.  The  flats  and 
steamers  had  been  so  much  occupied  with  Myat- 
Toon^s  affiur,  that  an  extreme  scarcity  of  mess  sup- 
plies and  provisions  took  place  at  Prome.  The 
Nerimdda,  however,  started  on  the  9th  of  April  for 
thai  station  with  supplies,  towing  the  Soane,  full 
of  Conmiissariat.  On  the  whole,  we  may  assert  that 
in  no  war  that  ever  took  place  in  the  East  were 
the  troops  better  supplied  with  provisions.  Con- 
ndering  the  difficulties  of  the  country  and  the  want 
of  carriage  this  is  saying  a  great  deal.  Here,  at 
Tonghoo,  some  of  us  have  been  a  month  together 
without  a  glass  of  beer  or  a  glass  of  wine ;  these, 
with  a  slight  want  of  soap,  boots,  and  clothing,  have 
recently  been  the  only  ''hardships^  experiencedby  the 
Officer.  Salt  junk  was  to  be  had  when  no  more 
dainty  meat  could  be  obtained ;  and  the  European 
soldier  has  always  had  his  arrack  or  rum.  Were 
our  gallant  old  Chief  to  pay  us  a  visit  now,  he  would 
find  us  in  fine  condition  for  work  at  this  frontier 
station !  Provisions  are  well  enough — sickness  is  the 
grand  enemy  to  contend  against  at  present  in  Bur- 
mah,  as  must  be  expected  for  the  first  year  or  two 
of  occupation.  During  April  a  good  deal  of  cholera 
took  place  at  Prome  among  Europeans  and  Natives. 
Except  among  the  Burmese,  few  or  no  cases  occurred 
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at  Tonghoo ;  in  short,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
cases  of  dysentery,  there  has  been  no  serioos  siekness 
here  of  any  kind.  This  result^  in  three  months,* 
speaks  well  as  yet ! 

An  intelligent  Hindu  servant  remarked  to  the 
Author  one  day  at  Tonghoo  that  the  Bormese  were 
of  the  *^  deyil  caste  ;^  this  was  after  they  had 
been  firing  off  muskets  at  night,  to  the  great  dis- 
turbance of  our  quiet  station,  for  the  purpose  of  keep- 
ing away  devils  or  evil-spirits  from  their  dwellings ! 
From  the  fact  of  some  Burmese  epicures  having  ate 
up  a  considerable  portion  of  a  dead  Commissariat 
elephant  about  the  same  time,  and  being  well  aware 
that  they  were  not  averse  to  snakes  and  lizards  as  a 
repast,  it  may  interest  the  reader  to  give  the  follow- 
ing remarks  from  an  excellent  work  on  the  last  war : 
— "  In  the  choice  of  food  the  Burmese  are  far  from 
cleanly;  on  the  contrary,  any  disgusting  meat  is 
sought  after  with  avidity,  and  this  we  often  witnessed 
at  Prome.  A  great  mortality  suddenly  took  place 
among  the  horses  of  the  artillery  and  body-guard,  as 
many  as  four  and  five  dying  daily ;  and  no  sooner 
had  the  animals  breathed  their  last  than  you  would 
see  them  surrounded  by  groups  of  Burmese,  waiting 

like  harpies,  to  pounce  upon  their  prey 

Their  religion,  it  is  true,  forbids  them  wilfully  to 
deprive  cattle  of  life,  but  this  is  constantly  evaded. 
If  the  animal  is  killed  by  an  accidental  shot,  nothing  is 
said  on  the  subject,  and  this  I  fancy  occurs  very  fre- 

*  To  the  latter  end  of  May. 
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queiitly,aflweu8ed  to  find  half  devouredbuffaloeB  near 
the  Bonnan  pioquets.^*  Buddha  himself  is  said  to 
have  died  from  the  effects  of  eating  pork ;  and^  on 
the  natnral  supposition  that  the  head  of  a  vast  belief 
wooM  not  have  sanctioned  such  a  licence  in  the 
meaning  as  that  displayed  in  the  foregoing  extract, 
one  becomes  more  assured  of  what  has  been  remark- 
ed elsewhere,  that  not  to  put  to  death  any  living 
ereatore  was  no  part  of  original  Buddhism,  f 

It  has  been  ahready  stated  in  this  Narrative  that  the 
Bunneee  are  nnshackled  by  the  distinctions  of  caste. 
This  gives  us  strong  hope  that  they  will  entertain 
more  liberal  views  than  our  Hindu  brethren  when  we 
once  fiedrly  set  about  to  enlighten  and  civilise  them. 

News  arrived  in  a  letter  from  Meeaday  that  a 
Woonghee — a  rank  next  to  the  Princes  of  the 
Boyal  Family,  or  the  head  of  the  nobility — was 
within  20  or  30  miles  of  the  place,  accompanied  by 
some  2,000  men ;  again,  it  was  reported  that  the 
enemy  had  10,000  or  15,000  men  a  little  further 
off.  The  Woonghee,  some  said,  was  on  his  way 
down  with  a  crore  of  rupees  ! — L.1,000,000  sterling 
—to  buy  us  out  of  the  country ;  and  if  we  would  not 
go  he  would  drive  us  out !  This  story  got  afloat 
before  the  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  4th 
of  April.  The  gallant  force  at  Meeaday,  however, 
under  Colonel  Apthorp,  although  not  600  strong, 
appear  to  have  taken  matters  very  coolly  at  this 

•  Trent's  Two  Tean  in  Ava, — Chapter  X. 

t  Noie$  on  Ancieni  India^  by  Colonel  Sykefl,  F.  R.  S. 
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critical  period.  Instead  of  getting  up  a  meeting,  or 
rather  instead  of  holding  a  **  Gooncil  of  War"  and  de- 
bating on  the  best  means  of  defending  Meeaday  in 
the  event  of  an  overwhelming  attack,  we  find  them 
wisely  engaged  over  the  all-important  ^^  furlough 
question,^^  solving  the  more  interesting  point  which 
tamed  to  Old  England  and  home !  Very  diffisrent 
was  all  this  from  August  1825,  when  Sir  Archibald 
Campbell,  heartily  tired  of  the  war,  transmitted  an 
^*  admonitory  letter^  to  the  King  of  Ava,  stating  it 
would  be  the  last  time  he  should  address  the  Burmese 
Ministry;  and  when  Brigadier-Greneral  Cotton  in  the 
same  month  proceeded  with  a  small  escort  in  the 
little  Diana  steamer  up  the  Irrawaddy  to  reconnoitre 
the  enemy^s  position  at  Meeaday.  Then  the  Bur- 
mese army  was  ranged  in  line  to  the  extent  of  a  mile 
and  a  half  down  the  bank  of  the  river.  When  the 
General  passed  up,  a  battery  of  16  pieces  of  cannon 
opened  upon  him,  his  gun-boats  returned  the  fire, 
when  it  appeared  the  enemy^s  force  consisted  of  be- 
tween 16,000  and  20,000  men;  about  400  boats 
were  also  lying  under  the  walls  of  Meeaday.* 

On  the  11th  of  April  the  Bengal  Fusiliers,  under 
Major  Grerrard,  left  Tonghoo  for  Rangoon.  A  few 
days  before  a  detachment  of  the  Madras  Fusiliers 
had  arrived  under  Captain  Benaud. 

On  the  13th  Brigadier  Williams,  appointed  to 
command  the  Second  Madras  Brigade  of  the  Army 
of  Ava,  arrived  at  Tonghoo;  he  was  accompanied  by 

*  Two  Tean  in  Ava. 
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Oaptain  Haines,  9th  M.  N.  I.,  Brigade-Major.  No 
better  Officer  could  have  been  appointed  at  this  time 
to  the  command  of  a  frontier  station.  Having 
resided  in  Burmah  for  some  years,  he  came  among 
ns  possessing  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the 
Burmese  language  and  character,  two  invaluable 
requisites  for  the  management  of  a  crafty  Power. 
With  this  appointment  the  efficient  duties  of  Oolonel 
Poole  as  Brigadier,  as  well  as  those  of  his  intelli- 
gent Brigade-Major  Captain  Bitherdon,  of  course 
terminated. 

On  the  14th  Brigadier-General  Steel  and  Staff 
left  for  Bangoon.  Lieutenant  Lambert,  command 
ing  the  Lregular  Horse,  was  obliged,  from  ill 
health,  to  accompany  the  party,  and  the  command 
of  his  small  body  of  cavalry  was  given  to  Captain 
dogstoun,  of  the  Quartermaster-Generars  Depart- 
ment. After  what  has  been  said  of  him  in  this 
Narrative  it  would  be  useless  to  repeat  how  well  he 
was  adapted  for  the  charge  of  the  gallant  Bamghurs, 
who  would  have  been  of  considerable  use  had  an 
attacking  Burmese  force  ventured  within  our  ancient 
and  extensive  city  walls — especially  after  we  had 
driven  them  out  with  the  aid  of  Artillery  and 
Infantry— or  in  pursuing  a  Chief  or  two,  and  bringing 
them  in  as  captives  to  the  Brigadier !  But  we 
imagine  a  Chief  would  hardly  escape  outside  the  walls 
with  his  life  were  he  rash  enough  to  attack  us.  At 
this  time  dacoits  were  said  to  be  numerous  in  the 
vicinity. 
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On  the  24th  Major  Hill— the  gallant  defender  of 
the  Pegu  Pagodar— arrived  with  the  Head-Qowters 
of  the  Madras  Fusiliers. 

A  week  before  this  news  had  reached  ns  of  a  rather 
distressing  nature, — ^that  the  small  garrison  left  at 
Beling  had  been  attacked,  and  almost  entirely  oat 
off.  The  principal  instigator  in  this  aflBur,  we  befievei 
was  Moung-Groung,  who  marched  with  us  from  Sitang 
to  Tonghoo. 

The  Beling  garrison  consisted  of  some  70  or  80 
sepoys  of  the  1st  M.  N.  I.,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Wright.  The  Chief,  being  for  some  reasons 
displeased  with  us  on  returning  to  his  native  distriot, 
was  said  to  have  bribed  and  threatened  some  old 
Ava  officials  to  collect  a  few  hundred  Burmese, 
attack  the  garrison,  seize  Beling, — and  thus,  by  force 
of  vigorous  example,  incite  insurrection  in  other 
places,  which  would  eventually  end  in  driving  the 
English  out  of  the  country  into  the  sea  !  But  with 
the  exception  of  our  losing  a  number  of  unfortunate 
sepoys,  the  insurrection  was  a  complete  failure.  The 
Karens  and  another  tribe,*  who  were  staunch  to 
our  cause,  slew  the  most  forward  of  the  Burmese 
Officers,  and  were  highly  instrumental  in  restor- 
ing order.  Captain  Wright^s  detachment,  on  being 
attacked,  for  a  considerable  time  resisted  the 
assailants  in  the  most  gallant  manner,  but  after- 
wards, on  leaving  their  position,  they  were  followed 
up  and  eventually  surrounded  by  the  enemy.  Many 
•  The  Tonn^Thaus. 
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sepoys  were  killed.  They  fought  fearlessly  and  well, 
but  were  hardly  a  matoh  on  this  occasion  for  the  more 
nmneroQs  and  athletic  soldiers  of  Bonnah.  Captain 
Wright  shot  a  Ghief  with  his  own  hand,  and  through- 
oat  displayed  the  greatest  courage.  At  length,  when 
about  15  miles  from  Sitang,  our  next  military  posi- 
tion, a  friendly  Burman  pointed  out  the  road  by  the 
liver ;  so  getting  the  wreck  of  his  detachment  to- 
gether, now  consisting  of  about  22  men,  they  all  got 
into  a  boat,  which  was  fortunately  at  hand,  and 
raaohed  Sitang.  Gaptain  Hamilton,  on  proceeding  to 
raoonnoitre  shortly  after,  found  many  dead  sepoys 
along  the  road,  on  several  occasions  dead  Burmese 
beside  th^n,  the  evident  result  of  a  determined 
struggle !  This  insurrection  was  entirely  unex- 
pected, and  no  blame  whatever  can  be  attached  to 
any  of  our  Authorities.  We  heard  eventually  that 
the  Commissioner  had  burned  down  a  considerable 
portion  of  Beling,  and  that  Moung-Gbung  had  gone 
towards  Kyouk-Ghee. 

On  the  7th  of  May  the  wily  Chief  was  said  to  have 
passed  within  five  miles  of  Tonghoo,  on  his  way  to 
Ava !  But  he  would  be  too  late  to  instigate  the  war 
party  against  us. 

There  was  now  some  talk  of  giving  up  Tonghoo ; 
but  it  would  never  do  to  give  up  the  key  of  the 
rice  country  and  other  valuable  commodities,  after 
all  our  trouble  and  expense.  All  round  here  the 
country  is  most  fertile,  and  some  fine  teak  forests 
are  said  to  be  not  far  distant. 
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In  Oarrison  Orders  of  the  12th  May  appeared  a 
Division  Order  *  by  Brigadier-General  Steel,  G.  B., 
stating  that  the  Martaban  Oolumn,  as  a  separate 
force,  was  broken  up;  but  the  Brigadier-Qeneral 
would  still  retain  command  of  the  Southern  Garrir 
sons,  including  Pegu,  pending  furtlier  orders  firom 
General  Gknlwin.  ^^  The  exemplary  conduct  of  the 
troops,^  wrote  General  Steel  on  this  occasion,  ^  com- 
posing the  Martaban  Column,  has  been  honoured 
by  the  approbation  of  the  Most  Noble  the  Govenior- 
General  of  India  in  Council,  recorded  in  General 
Orders.  In  taking  leave  of  this  fine  force  the  Briga- 
dier-Greneral  assures  the  Officers,  and  all  ranks,  that 
he  would  feel  a  great  pride  in  being  again  associated 
with  them  in  the  field,  and  he  begs  to  express  his 
best  wishes  for  their  future  welfare  and  glory,*** 

About  the  middle  of  May  home  news  reached  us 
up  to  the  24th  of  February.  Of  course  "  House  of 
Lords,**' — "The  War  with  Ava,^  arrested  general 
attention.  On  this  occasion,*!*  in  our  humble  opim'on, 
the  Earl  of  Ellenborough  had  really  gone  too  far. 
If  the  reporters  of  his  speech  are  to  be  credited,  he 
said,  with  regard  to  carrying  on  the  government  of 
Ava,  that  there  was  not  a  single  individual  in  the 
service  able  to  speak  the  language  of  the  country. 
Now  some  very  excellent  Burmese  linguists  from  the 
Indian  Army  having  been  appointed  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  Pegu,  it  was  natural  enough  to  be  startled 
by  this  bold  assertion. 

*  D.  O.,  27th  April  f  Febnytfy  84tli. 
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''With  respect  to  the  conduct  of  the  present 
WBT,^  said  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  ^^  the  Government 
ooold  not  boast  of  that  power  of  military  criticism 
professed  by  Lord  EUenborough,  and  therefore  were 
imfortonately  unable  to  pass  judgment  on  the  opera- 
tions now  being  carried  on  in  Burmah ;  they  had, 
however,  the  greatest  confidence  and  reliance  in  the 
discretion  of  the  Gk>vemor-GeneraI,  and  as  he  had 
expressed  himself  satisfied  with  the  progress  of  the 
war,  and  had  determined  to  annex  Pegu,  after  ma- 
tare  deliberation,  the  Government  were  disposed  to 
acquiesce  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  late  Go- 
vernment, and  in  the  eulogies  passed  by  it  on  the 
Governor-General.'' 

The  Earl  of  Derby  defended  the  line  of  operar 
tions  pursued  in  the  war ;  and  he  thought  ^*  that  in 
justice  both  to  the  Peguese  and  ourselves  we  were 
bound  not  to  stop  short  of  the  annexation  of  that 
Province." 

Mr  Hume,  in  the  other  House,  was  convinced 
that  Commodore  Lambert's  conduct  was  the  cause 
of  the  war.  Sir  James  Weir  Hogg  had  no  great 
difficulty  in  justifying  the  gallant  Gonmiodore  from 
the  charge  of  provoking  it;  he  likewise  entered  upon 
a  vindication  of  the  Marquis  of  Dalhousie  and  of 
the  military  operations — no  very  difficult  matter  to 
one  really  acquainted  with  all  the  circumstances. 
Looking  back  on  everything  that  has  been  done, 
calmly  and  dispassionately,  it  is  really  difficult  to 
perceive  any  glaring  faults  in  the  general  conduct  of 
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the  Second  Burmese  War.  Errors  on  some  occa- 
sions, in  the  course  of  the  operations,  there  haye 
been,  as  there  must  be  in  everything  that  *^  taiells 
of  mortality,^  and  these  have  been  freely  pointed 
out  in  this  Narrative ; — ^but  in  the  general  conduct 
of  the  war  there  is  much  to  admire.  General  Gt)d* 
win  on  the  whole  has  play^  his  part  carefully  and 
well,  under  circumstances  of  no  ordinary  difficulty, 
— ^under  circumstances  which  would  have  made  some 
men,  more  ambitious  of  distinction  but  of  far  less 
prudence,  commit  a  political  error  which  could  only 
be  remedied  after  some  extraordinary  disaster.  To 
take  to  pieces  all  the  shallow  criticism  that  has  been 
expended  on  this  war  would  require  a  volume  of  itself. 
"  The  greatest  blunder  in  the  conduct  of  the  war,"" 
writes  a  London  Journalist,  "  was  the  selection  of  a 
Commander  of  Fabian  tactics,  instead  of  a  dashing 
one.'^  Now,  with  due  deference,  we  mean  to  assert 
that  a  "  dashing '^  General,  in  the  ordinary  accepta- 
tion of  the  term,  would  be  totally  unfit  for  the  con- 
duct of  a  Burmese  War :  Burmah  is  not  a  field  for 
the  display  of  "  dashing''  capabilities  in  the  General 
commanding.  With  the  Colonel  of  a  Regiment 
they  are  always  in  place ;  and  Colonel  Godwin,  even 
his  enemies  will  admit,  did  a  few  "  dashing  "  things 
in  the  last  war  ! 

The  death  of  Bear-Admiral  Austen  had  of  course 
placed  Commodore  Lambert  in  the  position  of  Act- 
ing Naval  Commander-in-Chief  in  the  East  Indies. 
He  was  now  a  Commodore  of  the  First  Class,  and 
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as  hale  and  enargetio  as  ever.  From  the  Admiraity^ 
dated  Febniaiy  28th,  the  following  cheering  intelli- 
geiiee  found  its  way  to  the  other  Boyal  Naval 
OflSeera  serving  in  Burmah : — ^^  In  consideration  of 
the  sucoessful  operations  against  Bangoon  and  Pegu, 
and  in  the  Irrawaddy  river,  the  foUowing  Naval 
promotions  have  taken  place,  dated  25th  ultimo.  To 
be  Captain — Commander  C.  F.  A.  Sbadwell.  Com- 
manders —  Lieutenants  J.  W.  Dorville ;  H.  S. 
Hillyar;  B.  Lambert,  and  G.  W.  Bice.*  Lieuten- 
ants— Mates  Mr  H.  A.  Hinde  and  Mr  C.  A.  B. 
Pocock.  Master — Second  Master  Mr  B.  Sturgess. 
Surgeons — Assistant-Surgeons  Mr  F.  Secombe  and 
Mr  IL  Glade.'' 

In  December  it  had  been  reported  that  the  com- 
numd  of  the  East  India  and  China  Station  was  to  be 
given  to  Bear- Admiral  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  B.  B.  PeUew, 
C.B.,  K.C.H.,  second  son  of  the  late  Lord  Exmouth. 
The  report  proved  to  be  correct.  On  the  9th  of 
March  the  Bear- Admiral  left  Calcutta  to  take  the 
Naval  Command  in  Burmah.  He  left  Bangoon  in 
the  same  month  for  Moulmein,  Amherst,  and  Ma- 
dras, we  believe,  in  H.  M's  ship  Winchester^  of  which 
Captain  ShadweU  on  his  promotion  became  Flag 
Captain — Hillyar,^of  the  same  ship,  being  appointed 
Commander  into  the  Bphynx. 

"  This  gallant  Officer  had  been  severely  wounded  during  the 
operations ;  he  had  likewise  been  attacked  with  a  fever  common 
to  the  climate.  Ho  died  on  reaching  his  native  land,  on  the  18th 
of  March,  aged  25  years.— Dotwr  Ttlegrajh  and  Indian  Newt, 
London,  April  4, 1853. 
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The  monsoon  set  in  at  Tonghoo  nearly  at  the 
same  time  as  at  Rangoon,  or  about  the  20th  of 
May.  The  rain  came  down  in  torrents  on  that 
night,  proving  to  the  utmost  extent  the  leaking 
capacities  of  the  buildings  occupied  by  officers  and 
men.  None  of  us  on  the  above  occasion  suffered 
very  severely.  The  thatching  used  for  the  houses 
does  not,  as  at  Bangoon,  consist  of  pafan  leaves,  but 
of  a  large  species  of  grass  tied  in  a  shape  to  resemble 
them,  which  are  not  nearly  so  easy  of  adjustment  in 
case  of  leakage  as  the  former.  These  artificial 
leaves  cost  from  one  to  two  rupees  a  hundred*  It 
takes  from  600  to  800  to  thatch  a  "  mansion  ^  of 
very  ordinary  dimensions.  It  is  the  opinion  of 
Colonel  Symes,  in  his  Embassy  to  Ava, — written  up- 
wards of  50  years  ago, — ^that  "  the  houses  of  the 
meanest  peasants  of  Pegu,  and  throughout  the  Bur- 
mese Empire,  possess  manifest  advantages  over 
Indian  dwellings,  by  being  raised  from  the  ground 
either  on  wooden  posts,  or  bamboos,  according  to 
the  size  of  the  building.  The  habitations  of  the 
higher  ranks  are  usually  elevated  6  or  8  feet,  and 
those  of  the  humbler  class  3  or  4  feet.  There  are 
no  brick  buildings  either  in  Pegu  or  Rangoon,  ex- 
cept such  as  belong  to  the  King,  or  are  dedicated  to 
the  divinity  Gaudama.  Almost  every  house  has 
earthen  pots,  filled  with  water,  on  the  roof;  there  is 
also  a  particular  class  of  people  to  extinguish  fires, 
and  to  perambulate  the  streets  at  night.  At  each 
door  stands  a  long  bamboo,  with  an  iron  hook  at  the 
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end,  to  poll  down  the  thatoh.'*^  We  believe  there  is 
at  proeont  no  alteration  to  relate  in  these  customs, 
so  well  adapted  to  the  country. 

The  Proyinoe  of  Pegu,  being  a  flat  country,  may 
be  said  to  be  almost  everywhere  under  water  during 
the  monsoon.  The  roads  are  destroyed,  and  com- 
mmiioation  by  canoes  is  often  adopted  between  dif- 
ferent villages.  On  the  march  we  frequently  observed 
these  country  boats  high  and  dry  in  some  fine  piece 
of  land^  as  if  waiting  to  be  ready  for  work  in  the  next 
deluge.  The  soil  of  Pegu  is  remarkably  well  adapted 
for  the  cultivation  of  rice.  Nature  here  supplies  the 
I^aoe  of  the  husbandman's  skill,  and  seems  to  have  a 
pleasure  in  abundantly  providing  for  humankind. 
Many  houses  and  villages  have  their  private  granaries. 
A  writer,  26  years  ago,  states  exactly  what  one  finds 
at  the  present  day,  notwithstanding  the  lawless 
characters  that  have  been  prowling  about  and  de- 
stroying the  country  since  the  last  war: — ^'  In  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  villages  small  quantities  of 
indigo,  cotton,  sugar-cane,  tobacco,  and  various  of  the 
fruits  and  vegetables  are  grown,  and  prove  that  if 
properly  treated  much  might  be  attempted  success- 
fully with  the  soil.^ 

Pegu  only  requires  a  larger  population  to  make  it 
in  a  few  years  a  most  wealthy  acquisition  to  our 
dominions  in  the  East.  But  industry  and  enter- 
prise, with  the  materials  we  have  to  work  upon,  will 
do  much. 
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Having  now  resided  some  time  in  this  oountryy 
the  writer  much  regrets  his  not  having  bem  able  to 
behold  that  far-famed  temj^e  the  SioAoAadoo  at 
Pegu.  It  has  been  alluded  to  in  the  former  #ork, 
and  is  held  to  be  a  very  splendid  pile.  .  Its  arohiteo- 
tural  beauty  is  considered  by  some  to  h%  flaperior  to 
that  of  the  Sho^  Dagoon  at  Rangoon,  but  tbroof^ 
the  lapse  of  years  and  negleet  the  gilding  has  become 
destroyed.  To  some  minds  much  pleasure  is  afforded 
in  observing  these  vast  monuments,  hallowed  as  they 
generally  are  by  tradition,  and  marking  out  the 
scene  of  former  greatness.  The  fashion  of  the  place 
passes  away;  streets  once  frequented  by  a  busy 
throng  are  now  overgrown  wiUi  rank  vegetation; 
but  the  glorious  temple  still  remains,  as  if  deter- 
mined to  become  acquainted  with  bettw  days !  So 
lot  us  say  has  stood  the  Sho^madoo  at  Pegu,  not  a 
century  since  one  of  the  finest  cities  of  the  East. 
Under  British  protection  it  will  no  longer  be  said, 
^^  How  doth  the  city  sit  solitary  that  was  full  of 
people !  she  that  was  great  among  the  nations,  and 
princess  among  the  provinces,  how  is  she  become 
tributary ! ""  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  night  of  her 
weeping  being  passed,  the  dawn  of  improvement 
under  our  Government  may  secure  to  the  province 
for  ages  to  come  better  and  happier  days ! 

On  the  25th  of  May  intelligence  reached  us  that 
the  negotiations  for  peace  had  been  unsnocessfuL 
As  early  as  the  4th  the  Commodore,  with  the  Oover- 
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nor-GeneraI^8  answer,  had  been  daily  expected  at 
Prome.*  The  new  Eang  was  on  the  throne,  and 
Iran  all  we  oould  learn  declared  that  he  had  done 
nothing  wrong ;  that  he  could  not  be  responsible  for 
the  acte  of  the  old  King  or  his  Governors ;  and  that 
he  would  not  oede  away  any  portion  of  his  territory. 
But  although  to  all  appearance  we  were  to  have  no 
treaty  signed,  the  Governor-General  seemed  anxious 
to  oofnclude  the  war  by  simply  keeping  and  protect- 
ing what  we  already  occupied.  He  refused  to  give 
up  one  place  taken,  and  any  attempt  to  disturb  our 
new  possessions  would  meet  with  a  severe  retribu- 
tion. The  boundary  line  was  now  drawn,  and  the 
mperial  dictate  had  gone  forward  to  the  Majesty  of 
Ava — ^**Thu8  fab  shalt  thou  go  and  no  furt 
thkr!" 

The  following  laconic  note  regarding  this  impor- 
tant meeting  with  the  Burmese  Commissioners  was 
sent  from  Rangoon  to  the  author  at  Tonghoo,  about 
the  end  of  the  month;  we  believe' its  contents  to 
be  strictly  correct : — "  No  peace ;  news  arrived  last 
night.  The  Commissioners  refused  to  cede  any  por- 
tion of  their  country.  They  might  possibly  give  us 
a  port, — say  Bassein  or  Martaban ;  but  they  knew  of 
no  right  that  we  had  to  Bangoon ;  whereupon  the 
Burmese  Conunissioners  were  informed  that  they  had 
twenty-four  hours  to  accomplish  their  disappear- 

■  *(The  Burmese  and  British  Ckmimissionors  meet  on  the 
9ih,  when  the  aU  important  and  looked  for  result  will  be 
known."— XeMfr/rom  /Vome,  7th  May, 
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anoe.  In  six  hours  they  had  vamshed  [^  This  was 
certainly  an  ori^nal  mode  of  brining  on  amicable 
terms  between — ^what  the  Burmese  styled  in  the  last 
war — "  the  two  great  Nations.^  If  we  were  great 
then,  it  was  our  policy  to  show  them  that  we  were 
greater  now — ^a  pleasant  fact  which  very  few,  either 
Asiatics  or  Europeans,  will  venture  to  deny!  It 
seemed  then  that  the  Burmese  were  again  <<  trying 
on  ^  the  same  game  of  craft  they  had  employed  be- 
fore the  storming  of  Melloon,*  under  Sir  A.  Oamp- 
bell.  The  tenor  of  a  communication  with  that 
Ghief  ran  to  the  effect  ^^  tiiat  it  was  contrary  to  the 
King'^s  religious  principles  and  the  constitution  of  the 
empire  to  make  any  cession  of  territory,  as  he  was 
bound  to  preserve  its  integrity ;  that  in  like  manner 
he  could  not  think  of  paying  any  money,  but  would 
rather  try  every  expedient  than  have  recourse  to 
such  a  measure.'^  And  yet  the  King  was  desirous 
of  making  peace  on  a  liberal  footing!  Such  a 
mode  of  doing  business,  however,  is  not  at  all  under- 
stood by  us  !  This  ultimatum  of  the  Grolden  Foot, 
and  the  Grovemor-Generars  wise  determination  not 
to  give  up  one  inch  of  ground,  destroyed  the  hopes 
of  many  who,  weary  of  a  war  in  which  there  did  not 
appear  to  be  any  more  foes  to  fight,  and  slightly 
damaged  by  the  climate,  turned  a  fond  look  towards 
India !  The  bachelors  on  the  frontier  did  not  take 
the  matter  so  much  to  heart. 

*  19th  of  January  1826. 
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At  the  end  of  May  we  were  roused  from  all  ideas 
of  a  terminatioii  of  the  war  by  hearing  that  the 
ad?anoed  force  of  the  enemy — some  2,000  strong — 
was  within  20  miles  of  Tonghoo.  The  main  body, 
consisting  of  abont  20,000,  were  to  attack  us  in  a 
few  days  at  our  new  frontier  station.  A  much  larger 
force  was  to  proceed  about  the  same  period  to  attack 
Prome.  The  full  moon,  it  was  thought,  would  be 
the  time.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  no  attack  took 
place.  With  the  exception  of  a  sentry  having  been* 
fired  on,  and  the  occasional  shots  of  villagers  outside 
the  walls  either  at,  or  to  keep  off  dacoits,  not  a  shot 
was  heard ;  and  all  idea  of  *'  turning  out ""  on  a  dark 
rainy  night — as  had  been  the  case  during  the  first 
month  at  Bangoon — like  the  Burmese  troops  that 
were  to  attack  us,  speedily  melted  away  !  Many  of 
these  soldiers  of  Ava  we  really  believe  did  hover 
abont  our  vicinity.  It  was  just  possible  that  under 
such  a  chief  as  Myat-Toon  they  might  commence 
stockading  at  Tantobin,  and  thus  cut  off  our  com- 
munication with  Sho^-Gyne  by  the  river,  when  an 
attacking  force,  which  could  not  be  spared  from  the 
garrison  of  Tonghoo,  would  be  necessary  to  dislodge 
them  from  their  position.  But  it  is  also  likely  that 
the  Burmese  troops  were  sadly  in  want  of  pay  and 
food,  and  that  even  they  had  become  convinced  of 
the  utter  folly  of  prolonging  a  contest  with  us. 

At  Moulmein  it  had  been  asserted  that  Tonghoo 
was  a  populous  district.  Judging  from  what  we 
have  heard  and  seen,  it  does  not  strike  us  as  such. 
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P0Ft:fMTION«^-f fairing  touebed  again  on  the  b- 
portant  mihjftct  of  population — in  theie  days  of 
mni|(ration  f>nn  may  nay  thf;  all-important  mibject — 
it  may  )m  rfonark^td  with  regard  to  Colonel  Symee 
in  hiff  work  on  Ava  r^omputing  the  population  at 
^7.(^^K(^^Kf  that  thf!  author  of  Two  Y^an  m  Am 
mak/in  the  |>opulation,  at  the  utmoet,  amount  to 
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decree  eventually  our  possession  of  China,  then  there 
will  be  250,000,000  more, — a  rather  important 
chaige  for  even  the  best  organised  and  the  most 
fiberal  Oovemment ! 

At  this  time,  as  far  as  sickness  among  the  troops 
was  ooneemed,  a  sunny  day  at  Tonghoo  was  accom- 
panied by  a  dark  night  at  Prome.  Early  in  June  a 
letter  arriyed  informing  us  that  H.  M.'s  18th,  80th, 
and  51st  Begiments,  had  been  obliged,  from  cholera, 
to  move  away  seven  miles  distant,  into  Poonghee 
houses,  when  it  was  hoped  that  change  of  air  would 
abate  the  scourge.  As  many  as  14  Europeans  had 
been  buried  in  one  day.  Two  officers  had  died; 
one  of  them  Lieutenant  Pilmer  of  H.  M.'^s  51st,  a 
most  excellent  officer,  spoken  of  in  the  highest  terms 
by  Sir  John  Gheape  in  his  Donnabew  Despatch. 
Major  Burgoyne's  *  troop  of  Madras  Horse  Artil- 
lery was  also  losing  men.  Captain  Glogstoun  had 
now  been  ordered  to  Bangoon,  and  Lieutenant 
Oraham,  11th  B.  N.  I.,  who  in  October  last  had 
been  appointed  to  do  duty  with  the  ^^  Squadron  of 
Iiregnlar  Horse  attached  to  the  Bamghur  Light 
Infantry  Battalion,^  commanded  in  his  place.  The 
former  Officer,  and  Lieutenant  Barrow,f  who  had 
served  us  faithfully  and  well  in  that  most  import- 
ant department— the  Commissariat — ^left  for  Sho^ 
Ctyne  and  Bangoon  early  in  the  month. 

"  The  Major  had  proceeded  to  Prome  about  the  end  of  March, 
accompanied  bj  Dr  Madge, 
t  5th  M.  N.  I.    Succeeded  at  Tonghoo  by  Lieot.  Mackellar. 


l>ii  tli«  I2rii  <rf  JuM  a  Ad  accid»t  happened  to 
MM"  of  «Mir  Kuiwpi^ttxi  guniMnk  by  which  a  fine  old 
#l^Klicr  Wt  his  IfA  arm.  During  the  operation  of 
Kuniinj:  »  l^rnK^K"  pxn  (^brafle)*  to  test  the  quality 
of  thi"  mctaL  ahh^^iurh  appai^ntly  eveiy  oantion 
«;mi  uk<s(w  th^  piM^  «vfit  off  afano«t  immediately  on 
tho  tiMi^ch  Kriiu:  fivvd*  shattering  the  arm  near  the 
«lK^tt)*kT«  ono  of  thc'  pioMi»  of  metal  in  its  sanguinaiy 
Tii\\n>Miit  o»rn  iiig  a  portion  of  the  gunnerV  jaekei, 
MM^inf  <a^^  ak\Kf  with  it«  The  prompt  attentioo 
a«h)  Akin  «>f  A  jssMAnt-^T^^on  Bond  of  the  Artilleiy, 
a%»i  IV  \tto«T"s»^^n  ^n?  :ho  1«  Madrajt  Fusiliers,  soon 
^>l^•>o\^v.  :ho  *;:ff«rtT,  nk^.  aft*r  nc»bly  Inxiring  the 
ar.';;'^.:A:^,v.*.,  ir»^*'^<v-  fonh  ^j^iiii^^*  the  destiny  which, 
AtVr  IS  x-;\^rs'  i*;r>?.v,  otvrSod  him  of  his  arm  by 

\^  <-  ^h*  ■*  A\*»;r  :hi*  0*Sav:<t  with  an  anecdote  of 
tSo  i**:  w^fcr,  >fchvh  r.vA}  W  :r.  place  here.  as.  judging 
!^,^:v.  :>.;'  Ayix'vfcrAn^v  A::i.i  »;;:aI::\  of  the  Burmese 
\w.r*Ar>,v.  A  r,vsr.  v/.-urf::  Iv  incMnisi  lo  pauj^  a  little 
lv^V.r^'  r.r.v.c  ji  y^^v  x^*  tv^r  oiviiaan-  pniciiee.  After 
ti^;*  *.'.c*A--\c  *:•;.:  AVil.r^  of  :he  TroA:T  of  Yandaboo, 
SJir  A  i\^r.v.  :v*.I  *-..:  Mr  Ko\vnA>a  took  the  Bnr- 
r,^*;-.  ihvT^A-'i*  :o  x>.w  #oitv  i>f  our  trwps  and 
Art;:%-rx.  TS:'  ••  rt'S*:  Irj^ish  imager*"'  haTing 
as50iv.#h:xi  :h;:v.  >A::h  :>,^  5*vxN:uuv>rrf  of  our  Infantry, 
^^:\v  r.;\.>-y:;w*  ^vr\'  :r.;a  Vr.>c£ii;   out*  and  50 

n>i:a.i#  ^-a;  :o  shx^w  ;h.-  rfcriihv  of  ocr  AniUenr 

•       •  • 

thT\>»r.  acr.v*  rJvs-  rSvr.     l^urlro:  :he  la:ter  fort  of 
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the  eoddbition  one  of  the  rockets  exploded  at  the 
moment  it  left  the  tube,  and  scattered  the  shot 
aroqody  but  fortnoately  without  doing  any  injury. 
Sir  A.  OampbeU  then  drew  the  attention  of  the 
Bormefle  Chiefs  to  the  fact  that  we  could  make  our 
diells  explode  at  any  distance  we  pleased.  After 
the  exhibition  was  ended,  one  of  the  mighty  visitors, 
on  being  asked  quietly  what  he  thought  of  it, 
r<^ied,  *^  Oh,  we  can  do  all  this  much  better  our- 
■ehes  at  Ava !  "^  * 

•  Tioo  Y«ar9  in  Ava, 


PHYSIOLOGICAL   NOTE. 

OHBiTUia  one  day  at  Tonghoo  some  very  extraordinary-looking 
•pedmena  of  the  human  race,  it  atmck  the  Author  that  it  would 
bo  time  well  spent  were  a  medical  man  to  commence  in  thia 
new  country  a  aeries  of  practical  inyestigations  regarding  the 
inrietieo  of  mankind^  atarting  from  the  general  conclusion  that 
all  the  human  races  may  have  had  a  conmion  origin.  Then,  after 
tUa^  would  come  an  inquiry  into  the  bearing  of  philological 
evidmce  upon  the  question^  the  zealous  student  finishing  his 
Uoan  by  persuading  live  specimens  to  accompany  him  to 
Idondon  I  Having  at  the  commencement  of  this  Chapter  ven- 
tured a  physiological  remark  or  two,  without  any  book  to  refer 
to  on  the  subjecty  an  enormous  tome,  ^  the  Cyclopaedia  of  Ana- 
tomy and  Physiology/'  voL  iv,  has  been  since  lent  us  by  a  zealous 
friend  of  literature  and  science.  The  following  is  the  first, 
among  the  principal  groups,  according  to  Dr  Latham,  into  which 
the  Asiatic  Nations  may  be  arranged :— **  I.  The  Seriform  stock, 
distrilmted  over  China,  Thibet,  the  Indo-Chinese  Peninsula,  and 
the  bate  of  the  Himalayan  range  of  mountains;  their  configura- 

U 


Tttl  SBHW»  BirUDHn  WAB. 


,  fhmmt  tWr  hm^pm^jm  an  aptotie, 
«r  witik  «Bi2r  dw  raUkmMitai  of  aa  iaiaaDM;  aad  Umj  Uui  pro- 
««mii  niur*  tbaft  an 5  othiv  racn^  Iha  friauliva  conditMHi  of 
L  «piMch.     la  (Mr  amfe  of  Wk  Umt  yrt at  the  ] 

tufa  civ 


:  tetif  aa  jaalaa^r  **  V^iAfe  fraaa  the  gaacnl 
carwaft  «iir  pmymna.  la  gaariay  ftaat  Chiaa  taw  aula  India,  thaw 
jiayraJaaltnaaatwainpfcyMaataaAMaahil  fhaiactarihttweaa 
Hm  CWnw»  ami  A»  «Ba(Ai;  tiaa  Ika  Banaaaa  hare  1 
Mt  bnani  [Ihaa  Irtfev  waaaiial  ii  m«^  ( 

— i  Chtnwa^ait  tha  ifar^iatiw  ua  caaiplesiaB  iaereaaea  towardi 
Iha  c«miUH«  of  Fiw^caL     Thmra  ia  Ihtrtfari  ao  laA  ahiapi 

tmutciva  atf  ibaU  nukkv  it  «ii4icmh  to  admic  the  g<iifmia  orifia 
q£  th#  balk  of  Um  U'uidtt  p«»paIacnNi«  itf  Axrthcr  laTcasigatkHi  of 
thoir  linjptiwp  shoaUi  Dn^kr  tlLi»  c«»aB«cCMa  a«  pvubAble  af  it  if 
IB  ui<  csM  of  (li«  mhifchi feints  of  thae  [Wkhaa  juid  C^tIoq.**  T^ 
uolaiioa  frvoi  th^f  ^[«atfral  corrvat  of  pro|enn^  i«  ia  to  be  hoped, 
will  aot  be  A  (Vatw«  of  the  ;^ri(brai  scock  for  ever.  It  aecmt 
eTm  ao V  I0  be  jpradaallT  rimwhfna^  aad  evarj  niqanar  hj  a 
cmlBKd  naw  ia  thear  parti^  will  aid  ia  ila  < 
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OHAPTEE  XXL 

LOADBALHOITSIB^S  POLIOT  JJS  THE  SBOOin)  BUBMBfiB  WAB. 

About  the  middle  of  June  1853  the  OfBioial  Doou- 
menta  containing  the  policy  of  the  Qovernor-General 
of  India  regarding  Burmah,  reached  ns  at  Tonghoo. 
No  feast  could  have  been  more  welcome  to  the  poor 
Author  of  a  Narrative  than  these  numerous  columns 
of  type  at  such  a  time.  Novelty  was  sadly  wanting 
among  us.  Even  those  who  had  a  taste  for  reading 
and  writing  had  exhausted  books,  and  had  nearly 
exhausted  paper.  Of  "  news"  there  was  none,  save 
the  old  story  of  the  treaty  which  was  never  to  be 
signed;  and  of  excitement,  being  on  the  frontier 
station,  there  was  an  occasional  Uttle,  caused  by  the 
rumour  of  a  Burmese  attacking  force  being  not  far 
distant,  and  the  probability  of,  while  writing  a  let- 
ter homewards  about  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  your 
being  visited  by  a  swift  messenger  in  the  shape  of  a 
4-pounder  shot  or  a  jingal  ball  right  through  the 
mat-wall  of  your  airy  picturesque  cottage !  The 
reality  of  soldier-life  at  Tonghoo  had  arrived  at  this 


3IMI  TBI  SICOVP   BCAMm  WAE. 

pileb  tammg  xm  wlien  the  rwriooB  doemneiito  of 
eortmppotulenee  between  the  Ctoremor-G^ierml  of 
Indui  ftoil  the  Secret  Committee^  rdaliTe  to  hoetilitiet 
with  Buniiah*  preeented  some  new  food  for  the  mmd 
to  dwell  upoo.  The  firet  thought  that  struck  the 
pfeeent  writer  wm,  how  dM  it  all  tally  with  what  he 
had  already  written !  Had  he  been,  without  ■affieiont 
data,  ra»h  in  any  of  the  important  aaaertionB  he  had 
ventured!  Conecienoe  baring  brought  forward  no 
Yery  terioue  accusations,  he  determined  on  makinga 
few  notee  from,  and  remarks  on,  the  important  papers 
which  had  now  arrived,  and  the  following  are  pre- 
senteil  to  our  readers  acconlingly. 

In  the  first  place,  few  will  now  be  bold  enough  to 
deny  that  ''  hostilities  with  Burmah  had  become  un- 
avoidable,*" and  these  few  probably  belong  to  the 
Peace  Society,  a  great  gun  of  which  was  let  fly  at 
Manchester  against  our  Burmese  policy ;  but  what 
sigiiiKed  the  futile  discharge,  when  common  sense  held 
firmly  to  the  opinion  that,  ^^of  all  our  justifiable  wars, 
none  was  more  obviously  and  thoroughly  justifiable 
than  the  Second  Burmese  War.*" 

The  Governor-General,  in  a  Minute  dated  June 
30, 1852,  says — after  remarking  that  the  whole  sea- 
board of  Burmah  was  in  our  possession — "but,  for  all 
that,  the  Court  of  Ava  has  made  no  sign  of  submia- 

sion,  and  a  final  result  has  not  yet  been  obtained 

I  had  the  honour  (Minute,  February  12,)  to  declare 
my  opinion  that  ^the  Grovemment  of  India  cannot,  con- 
sistently with  its  o^^-n  safety,  ap|>ear  for  one  day  in  an 
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atUtade  of  inferiority,  or  hope  to  maintain  peace  and 
sabmiflsion  among  the  nmnberless  princes  and  people 
ambraoed  within  the  vast  circuit  of  the  Empire,  if,  for 
one  day,  it  give  countenance  to  a  doubt  of  the  abso- 
hite  superiority  of  its  arms,  and  of  its  continued 
Isolation  to  assert  it.^^  The  wisdom  of  these  re- 
nutfkfl  is  at  once  apparent.  ^^  This  maxim,^  con- 
tinues his  Lordship,  **  applies  with  especial  force  to 
soy  matter  of  dispute  or  conflict  with  the  Burman 

Kingdom There  is  no  Power  which  ventures  to 

assort  the  same  pretensions  to  superiority  in  strength 
and  dignity,  and  none  so  ready  to  support  those  pre- 
tensions by  force  of  arms.^  The  Grovemor-General 
is  next  of  opinion  that  ^*  after  the  events  of  the  last 
three  months  we  ought  not  to  concede  to  them  terms 
so  li^t  as  General  Gh>dwin,  in  his  instructions,  was 

anthcmsed  to  grant If  overtures  should  be  made 

beforo  large  additional  charges  have  been  incurred  by 
the  Government  of  India,  in  the  preparation  of  an 
army  to  take  the  field  in  November,  the  Court  of 
Ava  should  be  required  to  pay  down,  promptly,  15 
lacs  of  rupees,  to  cede  the  Negrais  and  Diamond 
Islands,and  the  district  of  Martaban,  to  a  point  upon 
the  Sitang  Biver  near  to  Sho^-Gyne.'*^  In  this 
Minute  the  Governor-General  thus  ably  defends 
himself  and  the  Government  of  India  against  the 
vulgar  charge  of  *^  insatiable  lust  of  territorial 
aggrandisement.  *" 

^^  In  the  earliest  stage  of  the  present  dispute  I 
avowed  my  opinion  that  conquest  in  Burmah  would 


s^  ^ 


'    <3«:   X    >7  zaaivT.Tiuabi^  Jemnded  by 


L'.ut  5?  nsir*  brf-'w 


in  ooa- 


JT»    at    'itsi    I  >tpwv-*no«'  »  S«w«  Commitlee 
^(/u^u.   V    :2t   .^^-^cmcr^^MxtsraL  Jt  ladia  in  CotmeQ, 

i»t    \«?:>  .%   .lust.  :at  "^>«p«  Jt  s  ^r«y  important 

>.crt«.  ,\uiiiixuw?  "v^tsii*  i»  pcoL-;  rf  die  Home 
*jo»Tr*iimui.  rVv  ^twm  iacpsty  ro  comr  with 
iK  .*•  ••tr«K>r^ortwnu  u  W  JDuuomi  ivnniing  the 
;kuu^  \;*l:\;ii  >i'  ??^  .  >uc  :il%rr  9^1  "^  TmtrriftI  diffi- 
>.-uit:ts  .aa'v'^u  :u  :ae  refraining  piwi!iniA>Q  of  the 
vii£crn:c  ^:ciiouc  briiiscn^  die  war  D>  a  conclosion 
eithtr'jv  iirrrar^  wTca^e  KLin^'jc  Av^  of  which  that 
L^vwica  jhuuid  be  :ht*  batfitf  yMt*  'f»i  «im>«  or  by  the 
eacir^  jubjitiacion  -jt*  ihas  P'?w«'.'*  Thi?9e  -*  material 
•iifficulw*^^  appeared  ro  ch*i'  Secret  Committee  from 
th<?  G«jvenior-GieoeraI«  after  preeemine  to  them  fire 
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alternatives,  haying  remarked,  chiefly  with  reference 
to  the  dispontion  of  the  inhabitants  of  Pegu,  ^'  that 
it  may  be  wdl  worthy  of  consideration  whether,  in 
the  OTent  of  the  King  of  Ava  evading  sabmission, 
fnd  of  the  occupation  of  Pegu  being  finally  resolved 
upon,  we  should  not  confine  our  military  operations 
to  driving  the  Burmese  before  us  out  of  every  part 
of  that  Province,  and  then  occupying  it,  with  the 
dedaied  intention  of  holding  it  permanently,  without 
proceeding  onward  to  the  capital.**^  The  Secret 
Committee  consider  that,  simultaneously  with  Gene- 
ral Qodwin''s  advance  on  Prome,  or  earlier  if  thought 
ezpedienty  the  King  of  Ava  should  be  informed  of 
our  being  prepared  to  adopt  the  cession  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  Pegu  as  the  measure  of  compensation  by 
iriiioh  a  farther  advance  into  his  kingdom  may  be 
stayed,  and  to  conclude  a  Treaty  of  Peace  with  him 
accordingly,  *^  accompanied  by  the  necessary  stipu- 
lations for  the  future  maintenance  of  a  friendly  inter- 
course between  the  two  Nations ;  but  that,  in  the 
event  of  his  refusing,  or  delaying  to  accede  to  that 
proposal,  he  must  be  prepared  for  all  the  conse- 
quences which  he  will  bring  upon  himself  by  the  fur- 
ther prosecution  of  the  war  in  his  dominions.'^  With 
regard  to  the  additional  force  required  by  Greneral 
Gknlwin  for  his  operations,  the  Committee  consider 
that  this  force  would  be  required  under  any  of  the 
contingencies  contemplated  by  the  Gk)vernor-Cteneral 
in  Council,  except  the  very  improbable  one  of  a 
timely  submission  by  the  Burmese ;  and  they  doubt 
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not  ^^  the  preparations  for  the  dispatch  of  it  will 
have  been  completed  in  due  time  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  favourable  season  for  its  employment."^ 
The  Secret  Committee  observe,  with  intense  satisiao^ 
tion,  the  friendly  disposition  of  theinhabitantsof  Pega ; 
and  they  express  their  admiration  of  the  policy  of  the 
Govemor-Greneral  in  not  yielding  to  the  desire  of 
the  Peguese,  or  Talains,  to  place  themselves  formally 
under  our  protection  while  an  uncertainty  remained 
as  to  the  final  annexation  to  our  territories  of  their 
once  independent  kingdom.  *^  Now,*^  write  the  Com- 
mittee, **  that  uncertainty  will  be  removed  by  the 
present  despatch,  which  is  intended  to  convey  to  you 
our  authority,  under  the  sanction  of  the  Queen^s 
Government,  to  consider  the  permanent  occupation 
of  Pegu,  and  its  final  annexation  to  the  East  Indian 
Dominions  of  Her  Majesty,  as  the  just  and  necessary 
result  of  those  military  operations  which  you  have 
been  driven  to  direct  against  the  Burmese  Empire. 
You  will  therefore  consider  yourselves  autho- 
rised to  proclaim  the  annexation  of  Pegu  to  the 
British  Empire  in  the  East,  as  soon  as  the  forces 
under  General  Godwin  shall  be  in  possession  of  the 
whole  of  it  by  the  capture  of  Prome.""  The  piecise 
limits  of  the  cession  to  be  insisted  upon  were  those 
which  would  secure  a  well-defined  military  line  of 
defence.  It  is  curious  to  remark  in  the  above 
instructions  by  the  Secret  Committee,  the  great  im- 
portance attached  to  the  capture  and  occupation  of 
the  city  of  Prome.     Perhaps,  in  common  with  many 
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at  home  and  in  India,  they  thought  that  not  a  shot 
to  tlie  0oothward  would  be  fired  after  our  securing 
the  ancient  boundary  between  the  two  kingdoms. 

We  now  turn  to  the  €h>vemor-GI«neral^s  Minute, 
dated  August  10,  1852,  written  after  his  Lord- 
diip^s  return  from  Bangoon.  He  passes  in  review 
Ae  present  position  of  our  affairs  in  Burmah,  our 
preparations,  our  means,  and  our  future  prospects. 
He  is  delighted  at  the  health  of  the  troops,  their 
excellent  state  of  discipline,  and  everything  seems 
to  secure  Lord  Dalhousie'^s  admiration  at  the  great 
OfHunercial  capital  of  the  Burmese  Empire.  But 
his  hands  are  tied — 

^  Uneasy  lies  the  bead  that  wears  a  crown  !" 

"  The  Government  of  India^"  he  writes  to  the  Secret 
Ckmunittee,  ^^is  at  present  incompetent  to  deter- 
mine the  question  of  policy.  No  reply  can  be  ex- 
pected to  their  application  for  instructions  for  some 
time  to  come.'^ 

Particular  attention  is  requested  to  the  follow^ 
ing  remarks,  as  bearing  on  what  the  author  ven- 
tured to  put  forward  in  a  former  Chapter.  *'  The 
Absence  of  definite  orders  now,  upon  the  ultimate 
policy  to  be  adopted,  is  so  far  to  be  regretted  that 
it  necessarily  hampers  the  Grovemmcnt  in  some 
degree  as  to  present  measures.  For,  so  long  as  it 
continues  doubtful  whether  the  permanent  occupa- 
tion of  Pegu  will  be  permitted,  I  feel  reluctant  to 
direct  an  advance  of  the  army^  even  as  far  as  Prome; 


:%^MiM  ^»  »k«f(  crwSjK  to  cxpoM  the  people 
^iidti  ta:%^  X  «h:  ^*  ««r  mdvMM^  to  oommit  theoh 
^««««^  ^^^  ai^c^  .v^*e\^  itr  w  daui  tkey  haTe  J8t 
ji^i  «j  ^ftl  3fe  x«-«t^  wtwii  wooM  be  the  cartain 
.NtMB^N-AHK*!  >.  .;i«tt  X  «»  «Bhiieqiiont  retirement 
>«  ABv'  !V  ^uftMBsi.«  n^  )r  WfKil««dv»fl — Whether 
t>&  jiist?^  J^KSSift^^s  jifeMsic  iflMtede  a  mardi  npoa 
^sa^  .<  r<K^>d&«^  X  ?^cgMte5ifci<^»>JM}rMnce  to  Prome 
j»w  j»i  ,^x>iv«iii.:%4  .\-  ?V«s:!  TV  tfiwrnoT-General 
.^i^N^c^s^  Tsvh  ixK  x^  gtf.i.'Wfci  ii«  he  eould  obtoin 
di:  >^vi;:*\>ei,  Li^  ^j  ^-vaaosf  >o  A^"a  could  not  be 
i.,.^-:  *"--.^  ;  »>--.■  -.;  v-s  ^t\:r.k>a  •  hoavj- land 
.'..__      .   ..  .  A       -.:-»  ,v-^»Cl^  ?^^r  j^>me  part  of  the 

•  i^  V  .--  •  . :  -^v^'^i  *-.'  ->;  -^irnAgo  reeouroefl 
.V  .s»:v.:.o.  '_  cv-  V^Jr\i2<x  ir^S  «i\^i> — **  Greatly 
i>  .  .:*..v_^  i  :-ijk.  .rx^r::^  JUfc#  chAnctni  for  the 
.\ : . .  .  .vs..  .vvT-v:  *  ;2  •  2a:  .:  *-**  ir.  Iit24,  1  appre- 
:-.--:   .j.i:   :>.    ^i>--.:*    .^  x-CAZiiii*:  land-carriage 

•  .w  ^  X  :.o_N  .^•5«-  .>,"•  i-V*::  :>:ri."  Bui  not  with- 
>;^--,r  \:  .!_-  '..:..'!<  i  ^s.^c^3Llt:A^^>*  ••  evorrthing  of 
:ii;  s*.*r:  :>  ;.  r5k.':.vd>Ic  u  ^*»:*  is  resohod  to  do  it; 
':l:  :  sxhiI.:  x  i*v;-.\i  ,-£iS  a:  aa  enormous  cost, 
^h-vh  '^xJii^j^:  ':u:  d  y:^*^^^:  lavii^jv arable  necessity 
wc5:Ii  ;-:$:::\  :hc  \.\*\vr*.iiva:  iu  incurrinff."  On 
ihK  Mh-cr  ZAU'X,  *h,  L\i  i:  Iv  i\*^nvt\i  to  limit  the 
adv^r.vv  "  :o  :h^'  ^rtx^uud  ^%hioh  it  is  proposed  to 
ocvui'v  jvrmai:^a:N\"  oxpoii^e  would  bo  vastly  dimi- 
mshe\L  liio  would  be  saved,  and  time  would  bo  oco- 
noniisc\l.  Only  half  the  amount  of  troops  would 
tht'n  bo  i-o»|uircd  bv  the  GencnJ.     The  flotilla  might 
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be  aUe  to  oonrey  the  foroe  for  the  occupation  of 
Prome.  Then,  says  the  Governor-General,  ^^the 
whole  of  the  cold  season  will  be  before  us,  in  which 
to  confirm  our  position  and  to  provide  against  the 
fature;  and  if  the  decision  of  the  authorities 
in  England  shall  confirm  the  proposals  of  the 
Govenmient  of  India,  the  war  may  be  declared  at 
an  end  in  November,  and  the  annexation  of  the 
Province  prockiimed.  The  treaty  relations  which 
have  been  viokted  by  the  Burmese  will  not  be 
renewed.  Doubts  and  uncertainties  both  in  Pegu 
and  among  ourselves  will  be  removed,  and  thence- 
forward we  shall  have  only  to  defend  our  fron- 
tier against  attack.*"  Lord  Dalhousie  is  firmly  of 
opinion  that  the  conquest  of  the  Upper  Provinces  of 
the  Burmese  Empire  ^*  would  be  for  no  good  end 
after  all.""  It  was  now  decided  that  the  advance 
should  be  limited  to  Prome. 

We  now  come  to  a  very  important  point,  the 
discussion  of  which  drew  down  much  unjust 
abuse  on  General  Godwin — unjust,  because  infor- 
mation and  impartiality  were  not  apparent  in 
the  majority  of  opinions — regarding  the  time  when 
the  advance  on  Prome  should  be  made.  The 
Governor- General  adverts  to  the  subject  of  an 
immediate  advance  to  Prome  having  been  ofiicially 
discussed  by  General  Gtodwin  shortly  after  the  con- 
clusion of  operations  at  Rangoon.  The  General 
stated  strong  military  objections  to  the  movement ; 
"  he  pointed  out  that  his  force  was  comparatively 
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small,  and  that  no  reinforcements  could  be  obtained 
at  that  season;  he  showed  that  we  were  totally 
ignorant  of  the  plans  and  movements  of  the  enemy. 
Hence  he  argued,  that  if  he  should  take  his  force  to 
Prome  it  would  be  placed  there  in  the  heart  of  an 
enemy's  country,  wholly  without  support  if  attadced, 
(which  was  an  event  at  least  as  possible  then  as  in 
1825,)  and  with  his  sole  communication  by  the  river 
insecure ;  and  consequently,  that  he  would  be  alto- 
gether in  a  weak  and  false  position.**^  These  reasons 
appeared  to  the  Governor-General,  as  they  would, 
doubtless,  have  appeared  to  aU  reasonable  men,  to  be 
unanswerable.  Then,  again.  General  Gtodwin  was 
strongly  urged  by  many  to  advance  during  the  nuns. 
On— on — ^to  Ava — SesostriSy  PUOOy  Pra$erpine  !  throw 
shells  into  the  Palace  of  the  Gk)lden  Foot,  astonish 
the  inhabitants  of  the  ^*  City  of  the  Immortals  l"^ 
^*'  another  turn-a-head,'*'  to  Umeerapoora,  and  bring 
the  "  Golden  Supreme  **"  to  terms !  Steam  on  the 
Irrawaddy,  there  is  no  limit  to  your  progress !  shoals 
are  nothing;  tonnage  is  nothing;  rocks  not  laid 
do>vn  in  the  chart  are  nothing;  noiliing  whatever 
is  impossible!  General  Godwin  informed  Lord 
Dalhousie  at  Rangoon  that  he  had  declined  to 
advance  during  the  rains.  Though  some  of  his  pre- 
vious objections  were  removed  by  the  conmiand 
obtained  over  the  river  by  the  flotilla,  he  would 
still,  in  the  absence  of  reinforcements,  have  been 
wholly  without  support ;  and  he  alleged  as  an  addi- 
tional reason  for  declining  to  advance,  that  while 


THX  OOTEBNOR-OBNBBAL's  POLICY.  317 

no  object  of  importance  had  been  pointed  out  as 
'  Hkelj  to  be  secored  by  the  early  occupation  of  Prome, 
it  wonld  have  been  unwise  and  culpable  to  remove 
the  troops,  without  positive  necessity,  from  the  bar- 
neks  which  had  been  provided  for  them,  and  where 
they  were  enjoying  comparatively  good  health,  in 
Older  to  expose  them  at  Prome  to  effects  of  climate 
and  the  season,  from  which  they  were  likely  to  suffer 
severely.  ^*  I  consider,^  says  Lord  Dalhousie,  ^'  that 
these  reasons  of  General  Gt>dwin  for  refusing  to 
advance  hitherto,  during  the  rains,  to  Prome,  were 
sonnd  and  good.'^  Thus  approved  of  by  his  Lordship 
to  the  Secret  Gonmiittee,  nevertheless,  General 
€k>dwin  had  the  rare  distinction  of  being  one  of  the 
best  abused  Generals  of  the  day !  Yes,  it  was  a 
distinction  to  be  abused  by  those  utterly  ignorant  of 
the  thcta  of  each  case — ignorant  alike  of  local  as 
wen  as  of  military  affairs — whose  ignorance  and  pre- 
sumption now  becomes  apparent  in  the  most  glaring 
form  from  the  papers  before  us.  At  a  more  advanced 
period  a  letter  appeared  in  an  Indian  Journal,* — 
which  Journal  in  India,  with  two  others  well  known 
to  &me  in  London,  formed  the  grand  literary  tri- 
umvirate of  sarcasm  and  abuse — in  defence  of  the 
General's  conduct,  .the  publication  of  which  evinced 
a  decided  liberality  on  the  part  of  the  Editor: — 
"  General  Grodwin  formed  one  opinion.  Commodore 
Lambert    another.      Had    Commodore    Lambert^s 

*  December  30, 1852. 
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despatch,  a  large  portion  of  which,  it  is  presumed, 
must  hare  been  written  from  memory.  Here  we 
have  the  Oovemor- General's  full  views,  and  the 
policy  he  urged  upon  the  Secret  Committee  at  home. 
It  is  a  reply  to  the  despatch  of  the  Secret  Com- 
mittee, dated  the  6th  of  September.  It  is  regretted 
that  the  Committee  does  not  coincide  with  the  Gh>ver- 
nor-General  in  Council  '^  regarding  the  manner 
in  which  the  formal  termination  of  the  war  is  to  be 

eflected The  orders  of  the  Conmiittee 

are,  that  on  the  occupation  of  Pegu  being  com- 
pleted, the  King  of  Burmah  shall  be  called  upon  to 
conclude  a  Treaty  of  Peace,  of  which  the  cession  of 
Pegu  shall  be  the  basis;  and  threatened,  if  he  refuses, 
with  all  the  consequences  that  continued  war  will 

bring  upon  him Although  it  now  appears 

that  the  objections  felt  by  the  Committee  to  the 
larger  occupation  are  not  insuperable,  I  still  adhere 
to  the  policy  originally  recommended ;  and  still 
strongly  urge  that  the  army  should  not  advance 
to  Ava,  excepting  under  a  more  cogent  necessity  than 
that  contemplated  by  the  Committee  in  their  pre- 
sent despatch.'*'  Now  we  have  a  piece  of  statesman- 
ship, as  if  its  author,  like  a  political  Theophrastus, 
had  penetrated  into  the  inmost  core  of  the  Burmese 
character  : — "  The  Conmiittee,'*''  says  Lord  Dal- 
housie,  ^*  regard  the  treaty  as  of  great  importance. 
I  regret  to  feel  myself  compelled  to  differ  from  it  so 
widely,  that  I  regard  a  treaty  with  this  Burman 
Power  as  an  evil  to  be  avoided  ....  Eastern  Nations 


320  THE  SEOOND  BUBKBSS  WAR. 

set  little  store  by  suoh  instruments.    Their  opinion 
of  any  attempted  violation  of  treaty  by  Bnnnah 
would  certainly  not  be  calculated  to  deter  the  Oourt 
of  Ara  from  prosecuting  its  unfaithful  projects ;  and 
the  British  Gk>vemment  would  obtain  neither  moral 
nor  physical  aid  from  them  in  enforcement  of  its 
rights,  either  by  their  opinion  or  by  their  action. 
In  truth,  the  conclusions  of  such  a  treaty  serves 
only  to  impose  obligations  upon  the  British  Goyem- 
ment  in  proportion  as  it  confers  rights.    A  general 
stipulation  for  peace  and  friendship,  and  for  the 
mutual  security  of  the  subjects  of  both  States,  is  not 
open  to  so  much  objection;  but  when  clauses  are 
multiplied,  as  in  the  Treaty  of  Yandaboo,  and  in  the 
consequent  Commercial  Treaty  with  Burmah,  giving 
to  the  British  Government  many  rights  specified  in 
detail,  points  of  contact,  and  consequently  of  con^ 
flict,  are  multiplied  in  the  same  proportion.     The 
British  Government  is  thereby  reduced  to  the  neces- 
sity either  of  interfering  upon   every  occasion  on 
which  a  faithless  and  overbearing  Power  disregards 
the  stipulated  rights  of  our  subjects,  or  of  avoiding 
the  perpetual  risk  of  quarrel  by  overlooking  such 
disregard  of  its  subjects^  rights,  and  neglecting  to 
enforce  them.     Such  was  the  course  pursued  through 
many  years  in  regard  to  our  treaties  with  Burmah."^ 
It  is  then  the  opinion  of  the  Governor-General  that 
this  undecided  policy  *Mid  unquestionably  encourage 
the  Burmese  in  their  arrogance,  and  presumptuous 
violation  of  public  rights,  which  led  at  last  to  the 
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inment  war,  and  to  their  refusal  of  any  reparation 
for  the  purpose  of  averting  it.^  With  reference  to 
the  fact  of  our  Envoys  having  been  ^^  actually 
hunted  out  of  the  country,^  the  Bev.  Mr  Bumey — 
•on  of  Colonel  Bumey — ^informed  the  author  of 
this  Narrative  that  whUe  his  father  was  resident  at 
Ava,  on  the  eve  of  the  Goloners  departure  from  the 
presence  of  the  €h>lden  Foot,  the  King  said  he 
would  allow  him  to  remain  with  him  as  a  friend,  but 
noias  a  Besident.  Colonel  Bumey'^s  knowledge  of 
the  Burmese  language  and  people  even  endeared  him 
to  the  Court  of  Ava. 

IxHrd  Dalhousie  is  convinced  that  treaties  formed 
on  the  Yandaboo  model  would  lead  either  to  an 
early  quarrel  or  to  a  repetition  of  the  same  process 
as  before,  with  a  similar  result ;  and  such  are  the 
reasons  for  which  the  Gk>vemor-6eneral  regards ''  the 
negotiations  of  a  formal  treaty  with  Burmah  as  pro- 
ductive of  evil.^  The  Gk>vemor-Gleneral  in  Council 
at  length  arrives  at  the  conclusion  ^*  that  a  treaty 
with  Burmah  is  of  no  more  value  than  the  reed  with 
which  it  is  written — ^that,  as  a  barrier  against  hosti- 
lity, it  is  as  flimsy  as  the  paper  on  which  it  is  traced.^ 
But,  as  the  Committee  express  an  opinion  that  a 
treaty  should  be  formed,  ^^  its  injunctions  shall  be 
obeyed.'"  Lord  Dalhousie  regards  it  in  the  last 
degree  improbable  that  the  King  will  consent  to  sign 
a  treaty  ceding  Pegu.  "  That  Province  was  the  first 
and  best  of  the  conquests  of  Burmah,  and  is  the  last 
that  it  has  retained.     To  cede  it  would  be  to  cut  off 

X 
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:fe  ti^  iittifei  ani  piwi-  oaft  a  rnf^  eje.    Nfttiooal 

pciuif  wdbi  jttMigLhf  Mftl«lr  aguM*  tbe  open  humi- 

iMsmfe  ^  :fc  faraul  Mrvmlnrr  hil  jet  tlie  King^B 

TBiAtnL  M»  iiffL  inm  ant  <letcr  tlw  Gofemop^Geneval 

fcHtt  wrfiii^  fMft  «kli^  Smrt  OaaiiUi  ii  the  &et  that 

Afr  *^auiiyim»waffaii<iaii»iahj^atioBof  Bunnah 

wabi  W  -MM  riiifwriiii  totka  intefaats  of  the 

wnnaaaL*'    With  lagard  to  the  entire 

<rf  titf^  !!■■■■■  paver,  the  Oommittee 

lai  w«  Myn  k  th»  fal  ■rfiaanliun  thai  (in  tbe 

Mioaci*  of  dtiif  lOrii  of  Aii^:tBit)  *^  mnet  saboeqnently 

have  madie  ic  sic^cLuaced  with  the  great  difficnltieB  by 

woicii  cii«  t^secdcioa  of  «atfh  an  enterprise  would  be 

ob^truoceJ.^     Lord  IH&Ibonim  then  proceeds  to  Aew 

how«  wtta  reference  to  the  much  entertained  opinion 

of  the  propriecy  of  an  iaunediate  dispat^  of  a  force 

upon  the  steam  docilla  to  ATa«  thu«  striking  at  the 

heart  of  the  capttaL  and  terminating  the  war  at  onoe, 

«ueti  a  movement  IB  tmpoeinble.  ^TheCrOTemmentof 

India  has  not  at  its  disposal  the  means  of  efleotingit.^ 

We    have  atreadv  stated  in  this  Work  that  a 

fleet  of  very  light  steanms  was  required  to  proceed 

aboTe  Prome.  so  it  will  be  useless  h«Pe  to  give  any  of 

the   GoTemor-GeneraTs  details  on  these  matters, 

admirably  set  fiorth  as  they  are  in  his  ^  ^lendid 

Despatch."     In  the  NarratiTe,  the  Emimrprw^  draw- 

ing  12  feet  of  water,  has  been  seen  lying  high  and 

dry  even  between  Rangoon  and  Prome.      We  are 

not  quite  so  sure  of  having  mentioned  the  Smothit 

having  struck  upon  a  rock  coming  down  the  broad 
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.and  deep  Basarai  Biver.  However,  the  frigate, 
tbroogh  a  miraole,  came  safe  to  port,  was  lightened, 
put  into  the  Irrawaddy  while  the  water  was  yet 
Ugh,  and  aooompanied  the  advance  to  Prome.  **  The 
lifer  has  abeady  fiJlen  15  feet  since  the  9th  of 
Ootober.**^  There  were  9  steam-vessels  employed  on 
the  advance  to  Prome,  including  store-boats,  gun- 
boata,  and  other  craft.  ^<  Although  2,300  men  were 
neently  brought  to  Prome,^  says  the  Oovemor- 
Ctoneiral,  **  the  voyage  was  comparatively  short  and 
the  weather  was  fine.  Even  then  the  men  sufiered 
from  the  crowding  and  confinement.  If  they  are 
to  be  moved  in  the  rains  for  some  hundred  miles 
brther,  the  ships  must  be  covered  in,  and  the  ships^ 
boats  could  not  give  the  same  aid  as  of  late.  Unless 
it  was  desired  to  invite  the  decimation  of  cholera, 
the  numbers  embariced  in  each  ship  must  be  greatly 
hm  tiian  on  the  advance  to  Prome.  I  give  a  wide 
estimate  when  I  say  that  the  whole  steam  flotilla 
eonid  not,  in  the  rains,  convey  more  than  1,500  men,^ 
and  this  flotilla  could  not  be  increased.  In  the 
Minute  of  the  10th  of  August  the  Governor-General 
hfM  that  an  advance  to  Ava  could  not  be  made  wholly 
by  water.  ^^  I  greatly  doubt,^  said  he,  **  whether 
the  steamers  which  during  this  autmnn  would  go 
to  Prome,  could  in  the  ensuing  winter  mount  the 
stream  to  Ava."^  Since  the  date  of  that  Minute  it 
is  now  asserted  that  no  time  has  been  lost,  nor  any 
SKertions  spared,  to  collect  carriage  for  the  army. 

*  Minnie,  Norember  3, 1802. 


£!i  na  sXlxvto  wcmmesb  vab. 


TTiiiiiinr  Tifc>i5fa^ii»  Iwcs  dii^tAed  from  Bengal, 
jJ.  vTca  s  Tv«  lo  esahibig  tlw  anny  ^  to  moTe 
iicxniiii  12T  M«>^  ift&s  m^ln  be  in  its  neigkboor- 
liM^"  T%»  «;»  pUiiic;  bat  Lord  Ualhonsie 
:iiii]<:»  X  31  ^^  bv^HC  tiffw^  ibe  ivi-ene,  with  the 
Ooia.  ttiiaES^r  frwk  «b  cor  imwct,  to  conqner  and 
AMonf  AY::k.  .uii  laxu  **  expcue  a  haodfiil  of  men 
i»fiai3«£  31  ;u  sxAOK  cf  <«emie«r 

^V«  n/v  gci;^vw  to  tke  ininfiil  remark  pnt  for- 
«SM  Vr  1^  tW««E».ir4j<aeffaL  that  ^  heretofore  the 
moc^tW'  hC  ui«  «&r  iav%^  ke«  Ecbt  indeed,  compared 
»-cT  ri%f  ,v*«5  zi  zhi  rrtMTXHK  wmr,"  It  was  stated 
11  :»i.T  '»:nwr  ^^  :«  ii»;  tfce  Campbell  Expedi- 
:.'  iT^  iur-T^  Loci  A::i^«c^*  administration,  cost 
Tvu;r"»  l.*r>.t.>\v*V  >:cc~rzi:.  or  sit  ten  crores  of 
*n:;v^Ts.  n  '.i^^s^  iJikT  1:4  =^>c:hs.  From  what  has 
>v\'T  7ai>wvi;«  «<:  '*:r:i  r*f«ar»iizi  the  expense  of  the 
:rr*^»T:  *:ir.  :  •.•i-'i  j»rc^:*r  to  haxe  cost  consider- 
i:.'  t,^  :.M.T  A  nillvc  «cr^£  in  the  12  months. 
'  T  M./  :-.  i..-*  :c  L.:rS*^  Ftv-raazy  2-L  18S3.  the 
yj-*  .V  y.";t-r*:cr-ay:^  swd  tia:  the  war  had  cost 
^.-at  :.K'  ,v»T..Tr»:rr»--vo>ra:  aoc  iws  than  L.1SO.00O  a 
Tiv'tf* :.»  •>'  :  >■  *.\.".;  •^  -ijkT,  in  the  House  of  Com- 
Ttv:*:-^  >  r  •"  izi^-s  ^V^  Hvvy  exposed  what  he 
^^rr^;x•  :i>*  ycvcv«4C<cv«*  cxa^^^vations  respecting 
:X'  >.•««:  A*  :i>,'  ^vrt^tioo.  Takinf  up  the  Fri^md 
/•-  ,"  •./  .£  •-- ,*  *».*«  c^"  issarcial  Necker  in  his  way — it 
>s  :.^;rv  jdk>i  :m:  :^  «^ar  will  hare  itrarcelT  cost 
rcv**v  ^iatxA^iikk*  otRipw*  in  a  twehemonth!   The 
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TVflMt  had  the  cost  of  the  expedition  up  to  the  first 
of  Jaly  1852  reckoned  at  about  half  a  million  0ter- 
ling :  at  a  later  date  the  '^  leading  journal  ^  calcu- 
lated it  at  the  rate  of  L.250,000  a-month  (25  lakhs 
of  rupees),  or  L.3,000,0(K)  sterling  a-year.  Our 
financial  Friend^  writing  in  November  1852,  says — 
**  Lord  Dalhonsie  began  the  Burmese  war  not  merely 
with  L.12,000,000  sterling  of  cash  balance  in  the 
treasury,  but  with  L.2,000,000  sterling  in  excess  of 
the  sum  which  was  in  hand  when  the  Second  Pun- 
janb  War  commenced  in  1848,  and  it  is  doubtless  to 
lliis  circumstance  we  are  to  attribute  the  fact  of  his 
haying  been  able  to  meet  the  heavy  expenses  of 
a  maritime  war  like  that  we  are  now  engaged  in,  with 
00  much  ease  and  freedom,  and  to  disappoint  the 
expectations  of  those  who  were  looking  for  a  new  five 
per  cent.  loan.  Even  if  the  war  should  therefore 
cost  L.2,000,000  sterling,  the  treasury  will  only  be 
reduced  to  the  same  position  in  which  it  stood  on  the 
30th  of  April  1848.^ 

Betuming  to  the  Gtoremor-Generars  Minute,  he 
assures  the  Committee  that  if  it  ^^  requires,  this 
Ck)vemment  to  protract  the  war,  to  continue  the 
advance  to  Ava,  and  to  seize  a  vast  and  unprofitable 
region,  they  must  be  prepared  to  hear  of  exhausted 
cash-balances  and  re-opened  loans.**^  Even  should 
Umeerapoora  be  captured,  the  task  would  be  but 
half  done.  The  Committee  are  referred  to  the  map 
of  Burmah,  where  it  will  find  that  *'  six  degrees  of 
latitude  must  still  be  traversed  before  the  subjuga- 
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tion  of  the  Burman  power  will  be  effected.  That 
tract  of  country  is  mountainous,  jungly,  and  peopled 
with  wild  tribes.  The  difficulties  of  «ubduipg  this  traet 
cannot  be  stated,  because  they  cannot  be  oalcidated« 

Territory,  800  miles  in  length, 

from  the  sea  to  Assam,  and  varying  in  breadth  fipom 
Arracan  to  the  borders  of  China,  will  have  hwa 
added  to  the  British  posseseions  in  the  East.    Onoe 

taken  it  must  be  held. No  hiU  pec^le  is 

contemptible  among  its  own  hills.^  Lord  Dalhousie 
alludes  to  an  attempt  to  coerce  the  Nagaa  round 
Assam  some  two  years  ago,  which  was  attended  with 
no  very  brilliant  results ;  the  same  might  be  the 
case  with  the  Shans  and  other  hill  tribes  with  whom 
we  would  now  come  in  contact.  On  every  principle 
his  Lordship  seems  to  deprecate  the  entire  subjuga- 
tion of  the  Burmese  Empire ;  he  thinks  it  neither 
worth  the  trouble  nor  the  expense.  The  King  of 
Ava'*s  crown  is  one  of  tinsel,  and  will  secure  its  own 
downfall.  The  glory  of  the  dynasty  of  Alompra, 
come  what  may,  is  on  the  eve  of  departing  for  ever. 
We  may  some  day  be  solicited  by  numerous  unknown 
tribes  to  go  forth  and  spread  the  light  of  civilisation 
among  them.  Such  thoughts  are  apt  to  strike  one 
in  the  perusal  of  the  Minute  now  under  considera- 
tion. The  Governor-General  is  satisfied,  from  all 
the  information  within  his  reach,  ^'  that  the  revenues 
of  Burmah  would  not  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  extra 
expense  which  the  possession  of  Burmah  would  im- 
pose upon  us.**^     Again,  "the  policy  which  would 
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fix  the  fr<Hitier  near  to  Ava  would  aasuredly  leave 
1UI  still  wHhoat  a  Treaty  of  Peace,  and  with  the  pros- 
peot  of  an  indefinite  continuance  of  hostilities  be* 
tween  the  two  States.  My  own  conviction  remains, 
m  I  have  afaready  expressed  it,  that  the  King  would 
nake  no  overtnres.and  no  submissioii.  On  our  ap« 
proaoh  to  Ava  he  would  retire  into  his. highlands, 
m  was  their  declared  policy  before,  and  as  recent 
inieUigence,  received  through  Armenian  merchants 
at  Ava,  shows  to  be  the  Eing^s  intention  now.*^ 
About  the  same  time  as  these  words  were  written 
another  opinion  was  entertained  as  to  the  proba- 
bility of  the  King^s  flight  into  the  jungles  on  the 
capture  and  occupation  of  Ava.  It  was  said  that 
those  wdl  informed  on  the  subject  had  declared  that 
snoh  a  contingency  could  never  arise.  The  King 
eould  not  leave  his  capital ;  if  he  did,  his  flight 
would  be  followed  by  immediate  destruction.  So 
much  for  opinion,  well  defined  by  Dean  Swift  as 
^  light  of  foot  and  headstrong,  yet  giddy  and  per- 
petually turning !  '^  And  we  cannot  help  thinking 
that,  notwithstanding  the  golden  immortal  charm 
that  is  ever  said  to  hover  around  the  dignity  of  Ava, 
his  Majesty  would  retire  on  our  approach  at  an 
nnqnestionable  speed  to  the  jungle  regions.  Were 
he  to  get  among  that  strange  and  mysterious  race, 
the  Shans,  they  might  deliver  him  up  any  day  to 
us  for  5,000  pieces  of  silver;  or,  owing  him  a 
grudge  for  past  injuries  received,  they  might  seek  to 
annihilate  the  dynasty  of  Alompra  in  destroying  him 
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and  all  his  followers.  Siam  would  rejoice  at  the 
annihilation ;  and  this,  in  some  way  or  other,  at  no 
very  distant  period  must  take  place.  We  shall  no 
doubt  be  quite  ready  for  the  eatip  d'eiatt  for  we  shall 
have  been  prepared  for  it  by  the  prudent  polioy  of 
the  Grovemor-General  of  India' in  the  Second  Bur- 
mese War. 

But  even  if  the  King  should  forego  the  intention 
of  flight,  there  is,  in  the  opinion  of  Lord  Dalhousiey 
**  no  hope  whatever  of  his  signing  such  a  treaty  as 
the  Committee  has  required.'"  Even  at  Ava  he 
would  not  consent  to  *^  cede  the  fairest  portion  of 
his  kingdom  to  us,  and  confine  himself  for  the  fiitore 
to  forest  and  barren  hiUs.^  No  peace  therefore 
will  have  been  concluded ;  and  why,  at  the  present 
time,  should  we  be  **  encumbered  with  400  miles  of 
additional  territory,  with  enhanced  expenses  and 
disproportionate  returns.'^  With  regard  to  what 
was  stated  by  the  Secret  Committee,  that  with  the 
mere  annexation  and  occupation  of  Pegu  the  Ch>vem- 
ment  would  be  under  the  necessity  of  constantly 
maintaining  a  force  upon  a  war  footing  in  that  dis- 
trict for  its  defence,  the  Grovemor-Gteneral  remarks, 
'*  I  hold  a  treaty  of  any  kind  with  the  Burmese  to 
be  so  valueless,  that  the  conclusion  of  one  would  not 
induce  me  to  keep  one  regiment  less  in  Pegu  than  if 
there  were  no  treaty.  . . .  Nor  would  the  force  be  kept 
on  a  *  war  footing'  if  there  were  no  treaty,  any  more 

than  if  it  were  negotiated By  long-established 

practice  all  troops  crossing  tlio  sea  receive  the  higher 
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allowances ;  wherefore,  for  the  present  at  least,  and 
until  a  great  change  be  made,  the  higher  allowances 
could  not  be  withheld  from  the  troops  in  Pegu.^ 
Lord  Dalhousie  brings  forward  the  case  of  the 
Ameer  Dost  Mahommed  Khan  in  1849,  when  he 
entered  the  Ponjanb  in  arms  against  the  British 
Cbvemment,  and  occupied  Peshawar.  After  the 
■orrender  of  the  Sikhs,  the  Dost  was  chased  out  of 
the  ooontry,  and  the  province  was  occupied  by  the 
Britidi.  The  Gbvemor-Gcneral^s  policy  not  to  enter 
into  any  treaty  with  him  was  approved  of  by  the 
Committee.  The  people  of  the  Punjaub,  or  elsewhere, 
do  not  consider  our  power  one  whit  the  less  para- 
mount because  a  treaty  was  not  concluded  with  the 
wQy  Dost.  But  to  proceed  : — '^  The  occupation  of 
P^u  does,  in  my  judgment,^^  writes  his  Lordship, 
^*  afford  reparation  for  the  past,  and  will  give  effec- 
tual security  for  the  future.  The  physical  and  com- 
mercial advantages  that  would  accompany  the  pos- 
session of  Pegu  by  the  British  Government  were  set 
forth  in  the  Minute  of  the  30th  of  June.  The  en- 
quiries which  have  been  sedulously  made  since  that 
time  tend,  as  far  as  they  go,  to  confirm  the  safe  and 
moderate  estimate  which  stated  the  revenues  of 
Pegu  at  25  lakhs  a  year.  The  annexation  of  a  ter- 
ritory in  perpetuity,  producing  the  revenue  above 
named,  and  susceptible  of  great  and  various  improve- 
'  ment,  will  certainly  pay  for  all  the  cost  of  its  occupar 
tion  and  government,  and  fully  re-imburse  the  State 
for  all  the  charges  of  the  present  war.^   With  respect 
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to  flecurity  for  peace  in  the  future,  the  Iom  of  P^ga 
deprives  the  Burmese  of  the  nnem  of  war,  for  it 
impoYerishes  the  treasury  of  the  Ooort  of  Ava,  and 
takes  the  means  of  raisiiig  many  aoldien  on  the 
**  consoript  ^  system  out  of  their  handa.  **  If  the 
Burmese  should  neverthdess,^  aaya  the  Govenior- 
General,  ^*  ooUeot  an  army  for  attack,  after  the  de- 
clared annexation  of  Pegu,. we  could  desire  nothing 
better.  The  frontier  of  Prome  is  not  extensive.  Its 
central  portion  is  filled  by  the  CkJadxet  mountains, 
covered  with  jungle  and  destitute  of  water,  which 
are  as  impassable  to  the  Burmese  anny  as  to  as. 
The  valley  of  Prome  and  the  valley  of  Tonghoo  are 

the  only  points  of  attack If  the  Burmese 

should  attempt  to  attack  with  an  army,  its  destruo- 
tion,  if  it  will  stand,  or  its  total  dispendcn  if  it 

breaks,  would  be  the  certain  consequence 

Still,  for  some  time,  they  may  harrass  the  border  by 
guerilla  inroads.*"  But  with  the  aid  of  a  friendly 
population  this  frontier  skirmishing  would  very  soon 
cease.  It  would  die  away.  The  Court  of  Ava  would 
silently  acquiesce  in  its  loss,  **  though  it  would  not 
openly  assent  to  a  cession.'*^ 

Having  arrived  at  this  point — and  writing  from 
Tounghoo  (or  Tonghoo), — it  may  here  be  remarked, 
that  we  believe  the  difficulty  of  crossing  the  QiUad- 
set  mountains  to  be  greatly  exaggerated,  as  far  as  a 
British  force  is  concerned.  We  think  if  Baron  Hum- 
boldt were  asked  his  opinion,  he  would  say  that  where 
there  were  mountains  and  jungles  there  must  be 
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water.  The  passage  aeroes,  of  course  would  take  time. 
And  it  is  now  to  be  regretted  that  when  General 
Stdel  amved  at  this  station  he  did  not  urge  an 
endeavour  to  reach  Prome.  With  50  elephants, 
tiie^Irregalar  Qayaliy;  and  one  company  of  European 
Infiyiby,  the  General,  an  excell^t  horseman,  might 
have  rivalled  Napoleon  crossing  the  Alps.  The 
feafc  vrould  have  astonished  Gtoneral  Godwin^  who 
wmdd  probably  have  resolved  on  walking  a  consider- 
able part  of  the  distance ;  for  although  some  seven 
or  eight  years  older  than  our  Madrali  General,  the 
pedestrian  agility  of  the  Chief  of  the  Army  of  Bur- 
mah  has  often  astonished  far  younger  men  I 

Asking  pardon  for  this  digression,  let  us  now 
attend  to  the  €k>vemor-General^s  assertion,  that  ^^  if 
my  anticipations  should  not  be  fulfilled, — and  if, 
notwithstanding  the  superiority,  which  they  cannot 
deny,  and  the  risk,  which  they  cannot  fail  to  reoo^ 

9,  the  Burmese  should  really  dispute  our  pos- 
still  I  earnestly  contend  that  an  onward 
territorial  movement  should  be  avoided  to  the  last. 

Though  I  am  strongly  opposed  to  an  advance 

on  Ava,  followed  by  a  retirement  to  Prome,  I  would 
advise  that  even  that  costly  military  operation 
should  be  undertaken  before  Burmah  be  made  and 
declared  a  British  possession.'^  And  now  comes 
what,  in  our  humble  opinion,  is  the  finest  passage  in 
the  Despatch : — '^  But  if,  after  all,  peace  cannot  be 
procured  by  any  thing  short  of  the  conquest  of 
Burmah ;   if  the  lapse  of  time  and  the  course  of 
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events  ahall  establish  a  real  neoemity  for  advance, 
then  let  us  advance, — let  ua -folfil  the  destiny 
which  there,  as  elsewhere,  will  have  oompelkd 
us  forward  in  spite  of  our  own  wishes,  and  lei 
us  reconcile  ourselves  to  a  course  which  will  then 
have  no  alternative.  Having  made  every  honest 
exertion  to  stand  fast,  we  shall  go  on  with  a 
clear  conscience — ^with  motives  unimpeached;  and 
we  may  rest  tranquil  as  to  the  ultimate  result.^  The 
Minute  then  proceeds  to  consider  matter  already 
set  forth  in  the  ^'  Proclamation  ^  Chapter  of  this 
volume.  A  letter  cAionld  be  addressed  to  the  King 
of  Burmah,  ^^  reciting  more  fully  the  origin,  the 
object,  and  the  results  of  the  war.*"  According  to 
the  desire  of  the  Committee,  or  with  the  object  of 
giving  effect  to  their  orders,  the  conclusion  of  a 
Treaty  of  Peace  between  the  States  is  to  be  pro- 
posed to  the  King.  •*  If  the  Court  of  Ava  desires 
to  secure  itself  from  further  assaults  by  the  Power 
which  it  has  found  itself  wholly  unable  to  resist,  it 
will  cause  the  proper  officers,  duly  accredited  on  its 
part,  to  repair  to  Prome,  within  one  month  from 
the  dispatch  of  the  letter  to  the  King  from  that 
place,  there  to  sign  a  treaty  by  which  the  Province 
of  Pegu  shall  be  ceded  to  the  British  Government, 
and  relations  of  friendship  shall  be  renewed.*"  The 
probability  of  the  letter  in  question  not  reaching 
the  King  now  occurs  to  the  mind  of  the  Grovemor- 
Gteneral.  European  officers  would  perhaps  meet 
with  immediate  death  on  its  delivery.     No  Burman 
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would  und^iAke  to  be  the  bearer.  The  Lord  of 
the  White  Elephant  holds  heads  but  cheap  in  Ava  ! 
But  through  the  wise  measure  of  distributing  large 
nomben  of  copies  of  the  Prochtmation  over  the 
country,  the  King  wUl  hear  of  annexation  ^'  though 
the  letter  should  never  reach  him.^  The  Secret 
Gommittee  are  then  informed  that  the  Governor- 
General  in  Oounoil  has  selected  Captain  Phayre,  the 
present  Oonunissioner  of  Arracan,  to  be  Commis- 
sioner of  Pegu;  that  everything  is  in  preparation 
kr  the  establishment  of  a  Civil  Grovemment  in  the 
new  Province;  and  that  all  will  come  into  opera- 
tion as  soon  as  the  Proclamation  of  Annexation 
*•  shall  have  been  publicly  promulgated.'' 

We  have  now  endeavoured  to  set  before  the 
reader  the  leading  points  of  Lord  Dalhousie's  policy, 
in  as  brief  a  space  as  was  compatible  with  doing 
justice  to  his  Minutes  and  the  last  extraordinary 
Despatch.  This  document  of  November  3,  1852,  is 
distinguished  by  three  leading  qualities— decision  of 
diaracter,  a  desire  of  economy,  and  the  wish  to  shew 
that  a  paramount  Power  can  afford  wisely  to  act 
with  moderation  under  very  difficult  circumstances. 
The  difficulties  for  a  statesman  to  contend  with  in 
this  Burmese  War  have  been  indeed  great.  Who 
will  deny  that  the  pilot  has  weathered  the  storm 
well,  as  he  did  before  in  other  quarters  in  troublous 
times!  Who  will  deny  him  a  place  beside  such 
Gk>v6mors-€}eneral  as  the  Marquess  Wellesley,  Lord 
William  Bentinck,  and  Lord  Hardinge  i 
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On  the  23d  of  Deoember  1862,  the  Seoiei  Com- 
mittee replied  to  the  Oovemor^tenenl  in  OoBiieiL 
They  approve  of  the  course  the  GtrrenKiP-GeDenl 
proposes  to  pursue.  <<  We  should  deplore^"  say 
they,  ^^the  necessity  of  further  conquest,  and  we 
strongly  feel  the  very  serious  objeeiions  to  the 
annexation  of  any  other  portion  of  the  Bonnan 
Empire.^  The  Oommittee  ^^see  with  satisfSsotion, 
by  the  Minute  of  Sir  John  Littler,  whose  militaiy 
experience  entitles  his  opinion  to  great  coiiridera-> 
tion,  that  he  does  not  estimate  the  difficulties  of  an 
advance  upon  Ava  as  being  of  so  grave  a  character 
as  to  present  a  material  obstacle  to  the  adoption  of 
that  course,  if  it  should  be  rendered  necessary  by 
the  persevering  hostility  of  the  Burmese.^  Sir 
John  advocated  an  advance  on  Ava  without  an 
occupation.  It  is  probable  that  General  Godwin 
entertained  the  same  idea  in  September  1852,  when 
he  made  his  speech^at  the  Artillery  dinner.  And 
none  could  be  more  natural  for  a  military  man  to 
entertain,  who,  from  the  very  nature  of  his  profes- 
sion,  is  calculated  to  look  more  at  the  immediate 
effect  and  glory  of  a  thing  than  at  the  after  con* 
sequences.  Yet,  for  anything  we  know,  the  two 
Generals  may  have  well  considered  the  future,  after 
planting  the  British  standard  on  the  battlements 
of  Ava ! 

The  Gbvemor-Gteneral^s  letter  to  His  Majesty 
the  King  of  Ava  is  dated  November  16, 1862.  It 
is  simply  the  Proclamation  in  detail;  but  there  is 


THB  ooybrkob-gbmbral's  poliot.  335 

important  matter  regarding  the  Treaty  by  which  the 
conquered  Province  of  Pegu  was  to  be  ceded  to  the 
Oovemment  of  India.  Should  HLs  Majesty^s  ac- 
credited officers  sign,  then  the  Government  of  India, 
oik  its  part,  **  will  bind  itself  to  renew  relations  of 
ftienddiip  with  your  Majesty,  and  to  grant  liberty 
to  trade  in  security  within  the  British  territories  to 
your  Majesty^s  subjects,  permitting  the  usual  trade 
and  supplies  of  your  kingdom  to  pass  its  frontier  in 
Pegu,  on  the  payment  of  such  moderate  duties  as  it 
may  fiz.^    The  following  is  the 

DRAFT  OF  TRKAT7. 

Treaty  of  Peace  between  the  Honourable  East 
India  Company,  on  the  one  part,  and  His  Majesty 
the  King  of  Ava,  on  the  other ;  settled  by  His 
EzoeUency  Oommodore  G-.  B.  Lambert,  Gommander- 
iihCShief  of  Her  Majesty^s  Naval  Force  in  the  East 
Indies,  Major-General  Henry  Grodwin,  G.  B.,  com- 
manding the  British  Forces  in  Ava,  and  Captain 
Arthur  Purves  Phayre,  Commissioner  of  Pegu,  on 
the  part  of  the  Honourable  Company ;  and  by 

,  on  the  part  of  the  King  of  Ava ; 
who  have  each  communicated  to  the  other  their  full 
powers. 

ABTIOLB  I. 

There  shall  be  perpetual  peace  and  friendship  be- 
tween the  Honourable  East  India  Company,  on  the 
one  part,  and  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Ava,  on  the 
other. 
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amuclmtl 
Hu  Maj€sij  the  Ki^  of  An  ndbs  to  Om 

HoDoanUe    Eatt    India    rM|Miij. 
lOTereignt J,  the  ProTinee  of  Pegs, 
litories  to  the  soothvaid  of  the 
sifter  described,  uMMOgiji — 

▲sncLX  m. 

The  HcMMNirable  East  India  Oonvaoy,  and  Hh 
Hajeetjr  the  King  of  AYa»  will  each  pennit  the  mob- 
jecte  of  the  other  to  cany  on  trade  within  their 
respective  doniini<M&B,  and  thej  will  give  to  aoflli 
traders  fiill  protection  and  aecuriij, 

Aaricu  IV. 
This  Treaty  shall  be  ratified  by  His  Majesty  the 
King  of  Ava,  within  one  month ;  the  British  Com- 
missioner engaging  that  it  shall  be  ratified  by  the 
Governor-General  in  Oouncil,  and  defivered  to  the 
Burmese  Gomnussioners,  within  one  month,  at 
Prome. 

Done  at  ,  this 

day  of  185      . 

The  late  illustrious  Duke  of  Wellington'^s  opinion 

on  the  Second  Burmese  War  will  be  found  in  the 

Appendix.* 

•  No.  XIV. 
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HAYura  now  related  the  annexation  of  a  new 
ProTinoe  to  our  dominions  in  the  East,  and  holding 
the  opinion  that  it  is  highly  politic  to  increase  those 
dominions  when  we  can  do  so  with  a  due  regard  to 
our  own  interests  and  to  those  of  others,  we  are  led, 
at  a  time  when  the  government  of  India  forms  one 
of  the  prominent  objects  of  public  attention,  to  muse 
OTer  the  progress  we  have  made  during  a  wonder- 
hk  century  of  government.  If  even  a  Frenchman — 
nmembering  too  the  scenes  of  the  glory  of  Dupleix, 
Labourdonnais,  Lally,  and  Bussy — styled  the  govern- 
ment of  the  East  India  Company  *'  one  of  the  most 
glorious  works  of  civilization,^  why  should  any  of  our 
own  oountrymen,  without  having  weighed  the  matter, 
be  prone  to  condemn,  or  simply  to  wish  for  change  i 
In  the  little  city  of  Pondicherry  —  the  Niobe  of 
the  French  possessions  in  India — ^the  traveller  of 
the  present  day  will  probably  hear,  as  the  writer  has 
heard  before  him,  the  intelligent  circles  of  the  Paris 
of  the  E«ast  expressing  their  wonder  and  admiration 
on  the  subject  of  the  government  of  India — ^*  the 
result  of  circumstances  rather  than  of  design  ^ — a 
piece  of  machinery  surpassing  all  that  could  be 
devised  by  the  most  cunning  legislator — a  system 
which  could  not  wisely  be  replaced  by  any  other. 
It  is  pleasant  to  know  that  the  country  in  which  so 
many  of  our  destinies  are  cast  has  made  con- 
siderable progress  under  the  East  India  Company, 
This  government,  it  has  been  well  expressed,  'Ms 
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extraordinary  in  its  design,  singular  in  its  conduct  C* 
it  is  a  system  pursued  among  a  strange  people  who 
like  not  sudden  innovations,  millions  of  whom  seem 
to  persist  in  remaining  ^^  unchangeable  m  the  midst 
of  change !  '^  Who  that  knows  aught  conoeniing 
India  and  her  people  will  not  agree  with  the  remailc  -f- 
that  *<  Europe  and  South  America,  if  not  Indb, 
have  had  quite  enough  of  Governments  by  design— of 
Gk)vemments  not  the  results  of  circumstances,  but 
of  theories ;  and  we  should  be  sorry  were  India  the 
prey  of  constitution-makers  !^  Modify  and  correct 
if  you  will,  but  do  not  attack  in  order  to  destroy. 
The  attempt  carries  failure  in  the  thoe  of  it,  as  sore 
as  ever  failure  was,  or  ever  will  be ! 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  even  in  a  quarter  of  a  cen^ 
tury  hence  a  decided  progress  will  be  observable 
among  the  inhabitants  of  Pegu.  As  has  been  said 
before,  there  is  easier  and  better  material  to  work 
upon  here;  and  the  Talains,  seeing  that  we  have 
been  the  means  of  rescuing  them  from  tyranny  and 
oppression,  will  no  doubt  aid  us  in  the  general  cause 
of  improvement,  when  our  system  of  government 
has  fairly  begun  to  work,  buoyed  up  with  the  hope 
of  seeing  Pegu  rise  in  its  beauty  again,  and  them- 
selves, although  not  an  independent,  at  least  a  peace- 
ful and  happy  Nation  ! 

Upon  our  occupation  of  the  Tenasserim  Pro- 
vinces after  the  last  war,  we  are  informed  that  our 

*  HiHor^ofthe  Brititk  ConqtutU  in  India,hy  Horace  Si  Joho. 
t  Samomid, 
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rule  oommenoed  Yeiy  properly,  <'  by  disturbing  as 
little  «B  possible  the  systems  of  revenue,  police,  and 
jiMtioe,  to  which  the  people  had  been  accustomed 
uider  their  Burmese  rulers.^  By  the  Burmese  the 
diief  portion  of  the  State  reyenue  derived  irom  land, 
levied  in  kind ;  and  one-fourth  of  the  crop  of 
>  was  nominally  the  share  claimed  by  the  Govem- 
mentb*  But  on  account  of  the  distance  of  the 
Mmtheni  provinces  from  Ava,  the  Burmese  Governors 
and  their  subordinates  had  a  large  field  for  the  exer- 
dse  of  tyranny  and  exaction.  Qarden  produce, 
fruit  trees,  the  farming  of  fisheries,  town  dues,  and 
other  modes  pf  raising  money,  likewise  yielded 
revenue  for  the  State  as  well  as  for  the  Governors. 
(The  judicial  officers  appointed  by  our  Government 
are  the  Oommissioner,  his  Assistants,  the  Tseekays, 
and  the  Gk>ung  Gyouks.]  With  the  exception  of 
taking  revenue  from  the  land  in  kind,  the  above  fiscal 
ajrstem  was  adopted  by  us ;  from  which  period  the 
revenue  system  of  the  Tenasserim  Provinces,  appa* 
rently  for  some  years,  went  through  so  many  fluc- 
tuations and  errors  as  to  impress  us  with  the  idea 
that  a  Oolonel  Bead,  with  his  assistant  Munro, 
(afterwards  the  great  Sir  Thomas)  were  much  wanted 
in  this  c<»iier  of  our  dominions  in  the  East.  There 
is  no  saying  what  theMe  lords  of  the  Byotwari  sys- 
tem, and  masters  in  all  relating  to  land  revenue, 
would   have  done  under  the  circumstances;   but, 

*  CtUemtia  Review,  No.  xr,  p.  90.    Thai  branch  of  revenua 
doived  from  teak  foreata  waa  unknown  to  the  Bnnneie. 
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doubtlew,  they  would  have  done  aometlung — have 
infented  some  mode  of  nisiiig  a  just  revenue  winob 
ahoold  at  least  bring  the  territory  nearer  paying  its 
Giyil  and  military  expenseii  than  has  hitherto  been 
attained.*  It  would  now  appear, .  notwithstanding 
a  simihur  drawback  to  these  Prorinoes — that  ct  a 
scanty  population — treasonable  to  expect  that  Pegu; 
with  all  its  natural  adTantages,  unit  not  eventuaUy 
disappoint  the  Goyemment;  there  is  every  chance  of 
«  speedy  increase  of  population ;  and  even  in  a  feir 
years,  with  judicious  management,  guided  by  expe- 
rience, which  qualities  distingiush  the  head  of  Pckgn^s 
Government,  this  once  ancient  king«U»n  may  funush 
a  fair  and  sufficient  revenue  for  every  purpose.  The 
Commissioner  of  the  Tenasserim  and  Martaban 
Provinces,  whose  jurisdiction  now  includes  a  portion 
of  Pegu  to  the  eaBtward,  as  far  as  Sho^-Gyne,  will 
also  have  an  admirable  field  for  the  developement  of 
his  talents  in  the  endeavour  to  bring  his  now  exten- 
sive territory  into  a  prosperous  and  paying  condition. 
As  regards  the  commercial  capital  of  Pegu,  the 
ground-rent  of  Rangoon  alone,  it  is  said,  will  furnish 
no  inconsiderable  source  of  income.    Captain  Phayre 

*  Major  Broadfoot,  the  hero  who  foil  at  Moodkee,  altered  the 
whole  fiscal  sjrbtem  of  the  Provinces,  **  snbstituting  a  fixed 
money  payment  in  lieu  of  the  levy  of  one-fbnrth  of  the  grain  in 
kind  or  commoted  in  money  ;  he  abolished  taxes  on  trees  and 
garden  produce,  and  those  on  turtle-banks  and  fisheries ;  in 
place  of  the  latter  he  established  a  species  of  poll-tax,  so  re- 
gulated that  a  cultivator  paid  about  one-third  of  what  was  ex- 
acted from  a  non-coltiyator." — CakuUa  Bewiiw, 
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liaB  already  begem  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  healthy 
aad  wealthy  metropolis  of  Eastern  Asia.  And  now; 
towards  the  close  of  this  Narrative,  it  comes  as  a  sort 
of  doty  to  notice  a  monstrous  fallacy  recently  put 
forth  by  one  of  the  great  daily  journals  of  England, — 
Bothing  less  than  the  assertion  that  ^^  each  new  ac- 
quisition had  added  to  our  debt,  and  has  impoyer*- 
iiiied  India.**"  Is  this  partizan-like  style  of  writing 
and  ignorant  reasoning  concerning  Indian  affairs 
to  cease  even  among  our  Leviathans  of  Jour* 
i!  In  the  account  of  the  revenues  and  charges 
of  the  Punjaub  and  Trans-Indies  territory  for  1840- 
1860,  and  the  succeeding  year,  we  find  a  surplus 
of  upwards  of  60  lakhs  of  rupees.  If  we  deduct 
from  this  what  is  styled  *^  an  extra  military  ex- 
penditure^ of  30  lakhs — much  of  which  would  have 
been  expended  had  annexation  never  taken  place — 
there  is  then  a  clear  surplus  of  30  lakhs!  The 
last  accounts  of  the  same  territory  give  a  surplus  of 
about  half  a  million  sterling,  subject  to  the  same  de- 
ductions. Should  very  minute  statisticians  give  no 
weight  to  the  fact  that  had  we  not  annexed  the  Pun- 
jaub we  would  have  had  to  watch  it,  consequently 
a  large  army  to  pay,  without  deriving  any  revenue 
from  that  territory.  Supposing  that  Government, 
in  the  case  of  Pegu,  had  not  annexed — ^had  simply 
been  contented  with  striking  a  blow;  allowing  that 
Burmese  arrogance  always  goes  on  in  an  increasing 
arithmetical  progression,  would  not  Moulmein  and 
Arracan  have  remained  constant  themes  of  anxiety 
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ftvsT  tlie  **  nimwirfwir^  from 
Ai«:  A»d  tki»<iMld  oalybe  done  Iijr4 
i!  Hadtlieiw«fm«rA«,l»yflyel 
«f  pc&T,  Ww  ainOed  a  ISaS.  il  ii  IdgUy  pfobi^ 
lihei^  voold  kAT9  bccB  bo  Seooad  Dauuut  War  m 
18S3. 

Agaiiu  anotker  greal  London  Daihr  Jounui  adYUk 
ed,  sboctlr  after  ve  ««n^  settled  ai  Bangoon,  that 
the  amj  ahoold  be  aiiMnma  tnm  Bmniali,  and 
that  we  ahoiild  ivtm  to  OJnrtta  "*  with  as  little  k^ 
of  tune  as  poeahle  ;*  thus  wo  hato  a  mighty  oigaa 
of  the  Pkss  attempting  to  doilioy  the  prestige  of 
the  power  of  that  rery  Entire  irindi  it  so  d^gantly 
styled,  some  years  ago»  "*  the  OMist  iqpleiidid  dominioii 
under  the  sun  V^ 

We  are  thankful  to  hare  some  joarnalists  in  India 
able  and  willing  to  expose  sudi  rank  absurdities  as 
have  just  been  alluded  to;  and  it  is  <Mily  to  be 
regretted  that  these  are  not  more  uniTersally  read  in 
England.  But  we  are  not  alwa3r8  perfect  in  our 
views  of  matters,  even  in  the  Elasteni  quarter  of  the 
universe.  Our  esteemed  Indian  Quarteily*  has  a 
£Allacy  or  two  which  have  been  commented  on  by  one 
of  the  Calcutta  Journals.  The  annexati<m  of  Pegu, 
thinks  the  Reviewer,  will  be  followed  ^  by  the  rapid 
establishment  of  an  Eastern  Empire.^  This  is  all 
veiy  well — Who  does  not  hope  it  may !  But  after 
giving  England  new  possessions,  inadditicm  to  Pegu, 
*  OalatMa  Jbviw,  September  180S. 
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■adli  M  the  Shan  States  and  the  Gulf  of  Siam,  and 
haiac  ettaUuhed  hi«  empire,  he  is  of  opinion  that 
saeh  aoqoisitioDa  would  not  pay.  It  must  suffioe  to 
assert  that. we  do  not  see  why  an  <<  Eastern  Empire^ 
shoaU  qpeedily  follow  the  annexation  of  Pegu  ;  but 
if  suc^  should  take  place,  we  maintain  that  the  said 
<<  Empire^  would  not  only  pay,  if  properly  man- 
aged,.hut  a£brd  a  considerable  surplus  to  the  future 
Emperon  I 

.  On  the  20th  of  June  a  letter  arrived,  having  been 
faraqg^t  across  the  Galadzet  mountains  from  Prome 
mm  days,  a. distance  of  at  least  120  miles,  making 
the  mnner'^s  trip  at  the  rate  of  20  miles  a-day. 
General  Godwin  was  about  to  start  for  Meeaday, 
and  then  move  southward  and  complete  his  tour  of 
uiq>eetion  at  the  various  military  posts — which  steps 
sesmed  to  augur,  en  our  part,  a  decided  termina- 
tion to  the  war. 

But  all  doubt  on  the  latter  point  was  put  an  end 
to  by  the  arrival  of  news  at  the  end  of  June,  to  the 
dfeot  that  an  Ambassador  had  arrived  at  Prome 
with  a  message  from  the  King  of  Aya,  stating  that 
although  he  would  not  sign  away  any  of  his  territory 
he  would  nevertheless  allow  us  to  remain  in  the 
country,  and  would  give  orders  to  his  Generals  not 
to  molest  us ; — and  that  he  wished  the  blockade  on 
the  Irrawaddy  withdrawn,  and  a  free  trade  to  be 
established  between  the  two  Nations  !  We  should 
have  been  inclined  to  consider  this  a  piece  of  con- 
summate craft,  had  it  not  been  a  well-known  fact 
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far  «MMing  w  to  jgfait  —yttiwnpirf  the  ] 
to  rMiovir  a  ]M»ffiMi  oi  the  Aii^  PiMi  or  its  1 
C^<am  XiBttli»ir»fftIlMt  wrpi^ 

ado*  «m»  foDowc^  op  Vy  a  garmon  there.  The 
Toiurhoo  Pass  beuig  aleo  garrieoned^  Britiah  eoei- 
nuinkuoicui  pUi  Arracan^  wa»  brought  to  within  three 
d4ixV  jcviimey  from  ProiDe.  ^  From  the  croet  of  the 
Narr^iham  Paef^'^  writhe  an  Offioer,  **  the  valley  and 
<H^r;j>e  of  the  Irrawiiddy  are  distinctly  lieable,  and  pie- 
«ie>nt  a  von  boantiful  and  intereeti^g  ■ght.'*^  Two 
Oiiiwv»  h«Te  boen  employed  to  flucrey  these  Passes, 
m-hioh  inusi  boooine  ^^  the  msin  line  of  commnnicatjon 
bei  «t^en  rVonie.  the  upper  pan  of  PegQ,and  Galeatta.^ 
And  now,  in  a  few  \^ears^  we  msy  hope  to  see  tbe 
Go^*ernor>G«neTal  of  India^  by  means  €)t  deetiie 
tek^rraph,  in  communiostion  with  Prome  and  Mee- 
aday  !  Truly,  a  hat  may  we  soon  expect  to  see  the 
wizard — Science — leave  undone !  The  magie  wim 
will  spoak« — ^announce  a  kingdom^s  fiJl,  or  utter  forth 
a  kingdom's  prosperity^ — tell  from  Europe  of  an 


*  Namtod  at  p.  9S7  mfrxu   On  thit  t\rmmm  OipCda  Nvthall 
aad  two  Scpoji  w«re  voaaded. 
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Emperor**  ambitioiui  views,  or  herald  forth  an 
qiproaehing  reyolution ;  all  these  things  are  likely 
enough  to  be  telegraphed  in  Eastern  Asia !  How 
diflbrent  from  the  time  when  Sir  A.  Campbell  shewed 
hia  forenght  by  ordering  a  body  of  men  to  Aeng 
nnder  Ciqptain  Boss,  to  pioneer  the  way  for  any  future 
force,  as  the  Aeng  road  over  the  Arracan  mountains 
bad  not  been  explored  by  any  Officer  of  General 
■MoRJaon^s  unfortunate  army  !  However,  we  should 
ereo  be  grateftil  to  that  army,  for  through  it  the 
Bomieae  lost  Arracan  on  the  1st  of  April  1825. 
Ifr  Quinn,  the  Conductor,  it  should  have  been  re- 
marked, had  returned  to  Prome,  and  we  understand 
that  he  declared  there  was  not  a  single  stockade  to 
be  seen  all  the  way  from  Meeaday  to  Ava  !  . 

Amimg  the  Christian  prisoners  who  had  been 
liberated  by  Prince  Memdoon  in  his  struggle  for 
the  Throne  of  the  Golden  Foot,  were  two  Catholic 
Priests ;  a  Mr  Speirs,  formerly  Captain  of  a  vessel 
at  Bangoon ;  and  the  above  named  Mr  Conductor 
Qninn,  attached  to  the  Bengal  Ordnance  Department. 
The  last  extraordinary  man  figured  in  a  letter  given 
elsewhere.  There  is  always  something  to  create  a 
vast  interest  in  the  mind  about  the  circumstance 
of  a  prisoner  of  war.  Here  was  a  man  who  strayed 
beyond  the  safe  boundary  at  Prome,  probably 
*^  whistling  as  he  went  for  want  of  thought,^  who 
bdieved  the  presence  of  an  enemy  to  be  a  fable. 
Behold  him  coolly  ascending  a  tree,  then  employed 
in  getting  a  spy-glass  to  the  proper  focus,  then  sur- 
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Teying  the  sarrounding  oountry  in  the  moefc  ( 
mate  self-oonfidenoe  1  The  BnnneBe  obeerve  hinoH* 
he  ifl  surrounded— beoomei  a  prisMier  of  war  and 
IB  led  off  in  triumph  to  Ava.  He  reAiaes  food— -etea 
kicks  away  the  proflfered  meal-T*he  is  but  tk  poor 
prisoner — his  heurt  is  siok — ^he  is  about  to  die.  He 
reaches  Ava.  As  a  stroke  of  oonoiliaticm  with  the 
British,  the  successful  Prince  releases  the  Ccmdnotor, 
and  once  more  the  hitherto  unfortunate  man  is  a 
child  of  the  glorious  goddess  laberty !  Who  would 
not  be  a  prisoner  of  war  fen*  such  a  brilliant 
consummation ! 

Having  thus  remarked  concerning  prisonen  of 
war,  one  is  led  to  think  of  a  concluding  event  of 
the  former  campaigns,  just  before  the  Treaty  of 
Yandaboo  was  signed  and  sealed.  The  reader  will 
probably  recollect  the  arrival  of  a  deputation  and 
treasure  from  Ava,  also  of  Dr  Price,  with  the 
Judsons  and  other  prisoners.  The  British  camp  at 
Yandaboo  boasted  one  tent  containing  Mr  and  Mrs 
.  Judson.  While  Mr  Judson'^s  life  was  in  the  power 
of  a  cruel  and  sanguinary  (Tourt,  the  amiable  wife 
was  debarred  from  seeing  her  husband.  While  he 
remained  in  prison  she  supplied  him  with  food,  *^  occa- 
sionally contriving  to  communicate  with  him  by  hiding 
a  slip  of  paper  in  the  spout  of  a  teapot ;  and  at  one 
period,  the  prisoners  having  been  moved  to  a 
place  of  confinement  several  miles  from  Ava,  she 
followed,  and  took  up  her  abode  in  a  miserable  hut, 
where,  to  escape  insult,  she  assumed  the  Burman 
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ttttne.^*  We  have  no'' romance  ""Uke  this  to  imts 
abouft  in  the  Second  War,  and  perhaps  it  i^  as  well. 

Am  Sir  Archibald  Oampbell  and  General  Gk>dwin 
aMi  the  onty  two  British  Qenerals  to  whose  lot  it 
hae  jet  fidkn  to  conduct  a  war  in  these  regions,  it 
umj  not  be  deemed  uninteresting,  in  conclusion,  to 
ncrte  a  iew  circumstances  regarding  each,  with  respect 
toiheir  high  command. 

Sir  A.  Chunpbdl,  having  distinguished  himself 
in  tile  Peninsula,  where  he  commanded  a  divisioii 
of  ihe  Portuguese  army,  was  appointed  to  the 
Anny  of  Ava  some  12  or  14  years  after  he  had 
won  his  European  laurels.  General  Godwin,  who, 
as  lieutenant-Colonel  of  a  Queen's  regiment,  had 
•enred  under  him  in  the  East^  having  distin- 
guished himself  in  the  Ava  campaigns,  was  ap- 
pointed to  a  similar  command  about  26  years  after 
thtti  war  whidi  has  been  so  vividly  narrated  by 
Tmnt  and  Havelock,  and  so  correctly  by  Prefessor 
WilBon.t  With  Sir  A.  Oampbell  there  was  European 
military  experience  to  guide  the  war,  which  could 
not  possibly  include  a  practical  knowledge  of  how  to 
work  Europeuis  and  Sepoys  together ;  the  latter  not 
having  been  supported  by  European  infantry  and  a 
wril-directed  fire  of  artillery  was  the  cause,  every  one 
knows,  of  such  decided  and  bloody  repulses  as  our 
troops  met  with  at  Kykloo  and  Wattegaum.    With 

*  Two  Tean  in  Ava, 

t  GH>tain   DoTeton's  Seminticenca  <^  the  Burmm   War  tn 
1824-^^  If  another  work  of  interest. 
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his  European  regiments  there  was  much  to  admin 
in  Sir  A^  Campbell  as  a  soldier^  but  he  knew  nothing 
of  Native  Infantry.  And  putting  the  qualificaliooi 
of  the  Sepoy  cut  of  the  question-^-even  a«  a  politietl 
stroke  of  wisdom  never  to  give  our  Native  troops  ii 
the  East  a  chance  of  being  shown  off  to  disadfan- 
tage-^this  want  of  knowledge  was  of  serious  eon- 
sequence*  General  Gknlwin,  although  a  Queen^i 
Officer,  throughout  the  operations  of  the  .Second 
War  has  proved  himself  well  aware  of  the  advan- 
tages to  be  derived  from  using  the  Sepoy.  In  no 
instance  did  he  allow  the  Natives  to  advance  ineffiso- 
tively  supported  by  Europeans ;  and  thus  supported, 
they  really  did  admirably  at  Rangoon,  Bassein,  and 
Pegu,  to  say  nothing  of  Donnabew  and  sevend 
minor  affairs.  Even  in  his  greatest  error — thai  of 
leaving  Pegu  with  too  small  a  garrison  after  its 
capture — more  than  half  of  that  small  but  gallant 
band  was  composed  of  Europeans.  The  Sepoy  could 
not  have  been  better  supported ;  and  no  doubt  he 
would  have  aided  in  slaying  the  Burmese  whole- 
sale, by  the  side  of  the  European,  had  an  oppor- 
tunity offered,  even  against  the  thousands  of  infuri- 
ated warriors  who  surrounded  the  Pagoda. 

Before  Sir  A.  Gampbell'*s  army  was  sent  to  Ban- 
goon  a  supposition  was  entertained  that  should  an 
advance  on  Ava  be  necessary  it  might  be  accom- 
plished by  embarking  the  troops  in  Burmese  boats, 
which  would  reach  the  city  of  Ava*  in  three  or  four 
*  A  distance  of  about  600  miles. 
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monthfl.*  li  never  occurred  to  those  wbo  dictated 
this  fine  of  operations  that  the  Burmese  might  have 
ih^  means  of  withholding  from  us  the  resources  of 
dieeotmtrf,  on  which  it  would  be  necessary  in  such 
»  nklfeineiit  to  place  great  dependence.  Having 
sefeoled  Bangoon  as  the  chief  point  of  attack,  it 
WW  abo  thought  that  the  Burmese  would  submit 
OB  hearing  of  the  fall  of  the  famous  city  built  by 
Alonipfa. 

•  Tptenty-eight  years  after,  on  General  Gk>dwin*s 
atmal  with  a  splendid  array  of  steamers  and  com- 
parativety  few  transports,  subsequent  to  the  ^^  bril- 
fiiDt  feat  of  arms  ^  which  placed  Bangoon  in  our 
poflMflsion,  a  speedy  advance  on  the  capital  was 
dedared  by  many  to  be  the  only  mode  of  bringing 
B»tters  to  a  conclusion.  Again,  little  thought  was 
pfen  to  the  probability  of  the  Burmese  cutting  off 
dor  Mipplies,  or  withholding  the  resources  of  the 
f ,  or  to  the  fact  that  but  very  few  of  the 
I  were  suitable  for  such  an  advance.  In  the 
ease  of  both  Generals  public  expectation  was  filled 
with  the  idea  of  a  brilliant  and  speedy  termination  to 
the  war.  The  distinguished  Peninsula  Officer  was 
expected  to  bring  about  all  this  in  the  first  war, 
and  all-powerful  steam  was  to  do  every  thing  that 
was  needful  in  the  second.  We  say  all-powerful 
steam,  for  it  was  believed  by  many,,  from  no  know- 
ledge of  the  Commander,  but  from  sheer  assump- 
tion on  the  score  of  years,  that  General  Godwin,  in 
q>ite  of  his  Burmese  experience,  would  be  fit  for 
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he  would  be  "^wnply  in  the  way^ 
Jk^  H  a  pwwunl  liiinw  mOt  iriiieh  the  puUie 
have  lyjiwc  vbtcvcr  to  do.  For  no  otber  orime 
uat  of  kiTv^Ewd  n  Ktlle  kingar  iliui  most 

ffcriiiicli  ihr  rhi^^  ■rrnnt  nf  lifn  toUmoI 
a&«iiw  v«i«  diKhufod  in  Bngbnd  agttnit  oar  gallfti^ 
GoHnL  and  thnt  coo  bclbn  he  was  pot  to  die  teii 
E«w  ik  lUhnclvoFie  apiih  cf  "*  anobleaad  len^ 
imF  offi.^wd  tv>  the  war«  «ai  roiued  to  give  utter 

'  ii>  ihe  Eb^nJ  ■rnlimrnt  that  the  General^*  ap- 
I  to  ciMnBdwi  the  espeditiMi  was  a  verj  pro 
pur  one.  He  «a»  ac^aainted  praetioally  and  per 
*>nallv  mh  Bkmh*  he  had  already  obtained  dia 
liMOM  there^and  it  va*  therdbre  likelythat  he  wooU 
tacTv  ott  the  var  mh  greater  advantage  than  an; 
ocher  OOmt.  Who  aw»g  ne  wooM  objeet  to  i 
Lvcaiitiia!d«  jJKHiId  he  have  the  good  fortane  to  enjo] 
n'rukz  ]\y\ka  «cxle»  -a  gKeo  old  age** — a  yoatli 
rea«^«^c  lik^  che  ea<{e*»  t  We  do -not  advocate  the 
^axvk^ywiea^  of  oU  GeiieraU  as  a  safe  rale  in  the 
armv  ;  tbev  do  not  ahrays  boast  that  matured 
ju%%TttettS  lor  whkrh  thev  get  credit ;  but  when 
scrvir^  recoouueadatioos  in  their  &Tour  appear,  it 
»  v«rrv  hani  aud  un£ur  that,  without  having  been 
weighed  in  the  kalanee,  they  should  be  dedaimed  ai 
w:siucin^:  Sir  A.  Campbell  bad  the  good  fortune 
to  steer  clear  of  aU  such  calumny  at  the  period  (A 
his  ap(K>intnieat.  Then  public  feeling  in  England 
against  war  was  not  so  violent  as  it  is  at  present 
The   National  advantages  obtained  by   Waterloc 
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wore  being  reaped  in  abundanoe.  In  India  the 
Mabmtta  Power  had  only  a  few  jears  before  been 
mbdiied;  and  in  the  ease  of  a  Burmese  war  it 
Me  merely  turning  the  oourse  from  the  west  to 
4te  extreme  east.  On  one  oooasion  the  Burmese 
anthoritiee  had  aetnally  written  to  the  Marquis 
ef '  Hastings  asserting  their  right  to  the  Pro- 
iAM  of  Bengal.  Then  we  had  no  Punjaub — no 
8einde*-nnder  our  goYemment.  Altogether,  the 
HtnoB  were  more  fovourable  to  the  First  Burmese 
Wlsr  than  the  Seoond.  Far  less  shackled,  if 
diaelded  at  all,  than  Oeneral  Godwin,  and  with  a 
Bew  and  determined  enemy,  Sir  A.  Oampbell  had 
also  frequent  opportunities  of  displaying  that  perse- 
Terthg  enterprise  which  the  British  always  admire, 
tnd  than  which,  when  discreetly  used,  nothing  can 
be  more  worthy  of  admiration.  General  Godwin 
had  not  so  many  opportunities.  The  efficiency  of 
steam  aided  in  rendering  the  opening  campaign  of 
the  Second  Burmese  War  truly  briUiant.  It  would 
seem  therefore  that  no  satisfactory  comparison  can 
be  instituted  between  the  two  Commanders,  under 
the  circumstances.  The  health  of  the  troops,  in 
comparison  with  the  former  campaigns,  shows  to 
great  advantage.  We  behold  no  army  perishing  in 
the  swamps  of  Arracan  from  the  want  of  the  Com- 
mander^s  experience  of  the  climate.  As  far  as 
hardships  and  the  want  of  supplies  are  concerned, 
we  are  not  too  proud  to  yield  the  palm  to  the 
former  Army  of  Ava.    The  First  War  was  a  far 


il  was  dBobnd  to  «Dd 
wnbb  to  tbe  BaAh 
tbe  «sp«ditiin»  Qt  Vh   wmi 

wH    pMStllN    sal    €Nft    wlt!^       As 

of  die  tw# 

«je  of  Ae  pMt» 
to 
atDoiiiiobow,^ 
of  I^igBkni  Mow,  a  fikf  of  : 
he  dboctffd  the  eofamm  m  penoB  agsnettke] 
King  :-^  To  the  other  with  the  eye  of  the  preeent, 
when  we  behold  him  in  his  GeneraTs  e&p  and  phime, 
while  so  many  were  suffering  firom  the  terrific  heat 
of  the  snn,  as  active  as  the  yonnger  men  on  the 
field  on  the  12th  of  April,  while  fighting  our  way 
towards  the  Great  Pagoda, — in  all  his  prompt  energy 
during  the  bustle  and  preparation  for  the  relief  of 
Pegu, — and  again,  when  directing  the  assault  against 
that  capital^s  noble  temple.  In  both  cases  we  have 
true  soldiers  anxious  to  senre  their  country  faithfully 
and  well.  The  result  of  the  Second  Burmese  War 
is  infinitely  more  satisfactory  than  that  of  the  First. 

*  The  news  of  this  was  fonrmrded  bj  LteatcDant-CoIonel 
Godwin,  H.  M.'s  4l8t,  in  a  qnill,  to  Hettd-Qoarten. 

t  «  The  King  of  Hell,''  as  he  was  styled,  the  Golden  Foot's 
last  resource  as  a  Commander.  The  battle  of  Fagahm  Mew 
was  fought  on  the  9th  of  February  1S26.  It  was  nearly  blood- 
less on  our  side,  and  55  pieces  of  artillery  were  captured.  This 
was  the  last  action  of  the  First  Burmese  War. 
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Oieat  Britaiii,  for  the  fint  time,  has  secured  a  firm 
footing  in  Elastem  Asia.  The  link  between  our 
poBWHJons  on  the  Ganges  and  the  vast  Hindu- 
Cliineae  regions  has  been  rendered  complete.  A 
mi|^y  work  is  done — a  great  political  triumph  has 
been  aooomplished !  Should  Destiny  impel  us  for- 
ward still,  a  few  years  in  Pegu  will  make  us  quite 
ready  for  the  service.  Before  that  time  arrives  it 
is  probable  the  King  of  Ava  will  be  in  eveiy  sense  a 
sirainous  advocate  for  Free  Trade.  Some  enter- 
priaing  members  of  the  British  Senate  may  travel 
(his  way,  and  expound  some  new  and  unheard  of 
principles  of  Political  Economy  to  His  Majesty  of 
the  Golden  Foot  and  the  Golden  Ear ! 


m  2a.i]T3 


xvt:f:catio>\ 

FTgg-^v-, :,?!«,  F«z»s  I>EPABnmrr, 
^  ^Hm,  ."«w  IJvSaL 

i  like  EMt,  ike  Gorer- 
C^ionaL  aww^,  ttii  lie  ^Mimi  ■•  fm- 
'  vsm^vtsc.  31  BaziMX.  «m  «»§  wSSbk  to  to— t  tint 
ihfxiA  OBMfc.  IVaw&er  ike  Bummi  mopt 
Ike  Kag  v«t  ^fcroBfrf 
bj  li»  tr?C2i«r.  ^  X«uM»  PxaieiB.  aad  aa  E«toy  was 
K^i  froa  At^  V  i«*  fwY  pafew.  TW  Bmui  Edtoj — 
o:-cfesE£zr  i^^Kr  ixftHZij  w>  rvisa  i^  povM-  ci  the  British 
G :  ver^zicc:,  *£■£  5:;:ciias:TelT  s^-ucuex  iu  forbeannce — 
&=^-:cno^i  Ll<  villiix^ess  to  $ir::  &  Tnaur  in  acconiance 
vIiL  the  Pr*:*;^!^:!^^:^.  objertLcr  obIt  u>  the  frontier  being 
placed  %i  Mep3«iaT.  The  Goremment  of  India,  while  it 
maictaiD-id  ;i^  undoubted  right  to  £x  the  frcinti«-  where  it 
had  been  placed,  at  the  same  time  gave  ngnal  proof  of 
the  sinceritT  of  its  deirire  for  the  renewal  of  friendly  rela- 
tions between  the  States ;  for,  in  the  hope  of  at  once  oon- 
dudinj  a  Treaty  of  Peace,  the  GoTernor-General  in  Coun- 
cil consented  to  withdraw  the  frontier  from  Meeaday,  and 
to  place  it,  in  strict  conformitj  to  the  most  literal  word- 
ing of  the  Proclamation,  immediately  to  the  northward  of 
Prome  and  Tonghoo,— <:itie8  which  haTe  been  described  at 
all  times  as  within  the  northern  limits  of  Pegn,  in  the 
official  records  of  transactions  between  the  two  States. 
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Bot  when  this  conoession  was  offered,  the  Barman 
Sbtoj,  whollj  reeeding  from  his  preyions  declarations, 
rafoied  to  assent  to  any  Treaty  by  which  a  cession  of 
tenitory  shoold  be  made.  Hereupon  the  negotiations 
were  at  once  broken  off.  The  frontier  of  the  British  terri- 
teriea  was  finally  fixed  to  the  northward  of  Meeaday  and 
TonghoOy  and  the  Enyoy  was  directed  to  quit  the  camp. 

The  Envoy  proceeded  to  the  capital,  whence  he  has  now 
eooTeyed  to  the  Goyemment  of  India  the  sentiments  and 
pwipnsaln  of  the  Court  of  Aya. 

The  King  expresses  his  desire  for  the  cessation  of  war. 
The  King  aanonnoes  that  '^  orders  haye  been  issued  to  the 
GeTemors  of  districts  not  to  allow  the  Burmese  troops  to 
alteek  the  territories  of  Meeaday  and  Tonghoo,  in  which 
the  British  Goyemment  has  placed  its  garrisons.*'  Further- 
■oie^  the  King  has  set  at  liberty  the  British  subjects  who 
had  been  carried  prisoners  to  Aya;  and  he  has  expressed 
his  wish  that  '*  the  merchants  and  people  of  both  countries 
dionld  be  allowed,  in  accordance  with  former  friendship, 
to  pan  np  and  down  the  river  for  the  purpose  of  trading.** 
Mindfal  of  the  assurance  he  gave  that  hostilities  would 
ooi  be  resomed  so  long  as  the  Court  of  Ava  refrained  from 
disputing  our  quiet  possession  of  the  Province  of  Pegu, 
the  Governor-General  in  Council  is  willing  to  accept  these 
paeifie  declarations  and  acts  of  the  King  as  a  substantial 
proof  oi  his  acquiescence  in  the  proposed  conditions  of 
peace,  although  a  formal  Treaty  has  not  been  concluded : 
Wherefore  the  Governor-General  in  Council  permits  the 
raising  of  the  river  blockade,  consenting  to  the  renewal  of 
former  intercourse  with  Ava,  and  now  proclaims  the  restora- 
tion of  Peace.  The  Army  of  Ava  will  no  longer  be  main- 
tained on  a  war  establishment  At  the  same  time,  a  force 
will  be  permanently  retained  in  Pegu  amply  adequate  for 
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aoT«niar-0«iMfBl  in  Coudi, 

fweenlTe  emUof  the  war,  kv 

ocmniMi  for  beitawiiig  praoipllf  es 

whose   eenrieei 

eotdhd  thMke  Mid  iii|»el1i««  of 

Indm.    His  Loiddnp  fai  Coaail 

now  to  lepett  in  detail 

HMrit  thai  we  stOl  so  seeeBl;  h«i 

leeofd  ef  this  war  ^ 

geoeiaBy  tm  awniaace  ef  the 

hae  viewed  the  < 

good  proTideDeOy  the  mpieiimij  of  oar  power  n'-Ae  Bill 

has  once  more  been  aaeerted  and  opheld.     [Then  foDov 

thanks,  naming  the  higher  officers.] 

In  tesUmony  of  the  sense  that  is  entertained  of  the 
services  and  conduct  of  the  combined  Force,  the  Oorer- 
nor-General  in  Council  is  pleased  to  direct  that  a  donatioe 
of  six  months'  batta  shall  be  issued  to  all  the  officers,  noa* 
commissioned  officers,  and  men  of  the  soTexal  Naval  and 
Military  Forces  that  have  been  employed  during  the  pro- 
gress of  the  war  with  Burmah.  And  it  shall  be  the  lur- 
ther  care  of  the  Oovemor-Greneral  in  Council  to  bring 
their  services  and  conduct  under  the  special  nodoe,  and  to 
commend  them  to  the  most  fiivourable  consideration,  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government  and  of  the  Honourable  Court 
of  Directors. 

By  Order  of  the  Most  Noble  the  Govemor-Geneial 
in  C(»ancil, 

(Signed)        J.  P.  Grant, 

Ofi.  SecK  to  the  0<^.  of  India. 
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A«  the  tenniofttion  of  hostilities  the  troops  were  quartered 
at  the  IbllowiDg  StaUons  and  Outposts  :— 


BAveoov. 

SH0I-GT5B. 

Shoi-Doung. 

Tahdooh. 

TOHGBOO. 

Padouno-Miw. 

BAssiiir. 

MOULMBIN. 

TOMBOO. 

Pmv. 

Pbomi. 

HnrzADAH. 

SlTAVO. 

MUADAT. 

DOBVABIW. 

Gland  total  aetnaUj  present^— 946  European  officers;  177 
Native  officers ;  4^334  European  non-commiBsioned  officers  and 
■en;  9^42  Native  non-commissioned  officers  and  men, — in 
aUll/to. 

The  Arm  J  was  divided  into  two  Divisional  Commands,  held  by 
Bpqgadier-GeneFBl  Sir  John  Cheape  at  Prome,  and  by  Brigadier- 
General  Steel  at  Bangoon.  The  Staff  of  each  Division  was  to 
i  highly  prudent  arrangement — until  the  new  territory 
» perfectly  secure  on  the  frontier.  The  Army  being  now 
distifimted  over  Pegu,  recalls  the  memorable  words  of  the 
GeveniOT'-Creneral  in  his  Despatch  of  3d  November  : — **  By  the 
aDnezatum  of  Pegu  we  hold  in  the  easy  grasp  of  our  hand 
the  kernel  of  the  Bnrman  Empire.  Why  should  we,  by  the 
ooenpation  of  Ava,  encumber  ourselves  with  an  armful  of 
worthless  rind  f  But  if,  after  all,  peace  cannot  be  procured  by 
anything  short  of  the  conquest  of  Burmah ;  if  thi  lapse  or 

fU  AVD  TBB  OOUaSS  OF  SVEHTS  SHALL  ESTABLISH  A  BBAL  BIOES- 

■TT  for  advance^  thbh  let  us  advahcs."  Meanwhile  let  ns 
hope  that  our  new  possession  —  extending  beyond  the  19th 
ptrallel  of  latitude — a  fertile  country  more  than  twice  the  size 
of  Holland,  with  a  friendly  and  unwarlike  poople  —  may  rise 
to  a  high  state  of  prosperity,  without  <*  encumbering  ourselves 
with  an  armftd  of  worthless  rind ! " 


Tfr  TBI 


FKr;c«  hemiaq  m  i 

MHibnieKrf  for  pnmf 

mtfvl  Hi    ihm   proper 

fry^m  Hm  maniMCTipt  of  a  dwiiiigwalied  OBeer  pie- 

Mmi  throagfuMtt  the  ardnoiu  seirice;  and  oo 

anj  ffinn  of  omiiHrion  on  our  part  preramdjr 

miiUfdf  majr  l^e  fnlljr  atoned  for  by  this 

to  thi9  Pegu  Chapieni.     A  few  other  remarfce  majr 

aW>  Ui  incorporated  with  the  sueoeeding  detula 

M^mtion  hoM  l>een  made  in  the  Narrative  of  Monng- 
Ky«nik-I/>ung.  Hiii  entire  force  conaurted  of  11,000 
nimi,  difff>oiie<i  an  foUowii : — 2,000  men  at  Sho^Gyne, 
1*7  milon  north  of  Pegu;  1,000  men  at  Sitang,  32 
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milei  east  of  P^gu;  and  8,000  at  Pegu,*  which  latter 
force  opposed  the  British  troops  on  the  21st  of 
November  1852.  In  addition  to  the  small  body  left 
to  garrison  the  Pagoda, — ^which  post  was  under  the 
command  of  Major  W.  Hill  of  the  1st  Madras  Fusi- 
liers,— ^to  keep  the  river  clear  of  the  enemy'^s  boats 
passing  by,  two  gun-boats  were  also  left  at  Pegu 
imder  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Mason,  B.N.,  of 
H.  M.  S.  Fox.  Each  boat  carried  a  12-pounder 
howitser  and  12-pounder  rockets.  The  boats  were 
'oompletely  hidden  from  the  Pagoda  by  thick  belts 
of  bamboo  jungle,  which  grew  up  to  within  100 
jards  of  the  Great  Temple. 

Qeneral  Gtodwin  had  left  the  once  famous  capi- 
tal of  an  independent  kingdom,  assured  that  no 
ibroe  would  again  assemble  in  that  part  of  the  Pro- 
vinoe.  So  little  did  he  think  of  the  enemy  daring 
to  attack  the  garrison  of  Pegu,  that  he  left  a 
Peguese  Chief,  by  name  Moung-Loung,  with  about 
fiO  followers,  to  induce  the  families  of  the  inhabitants 
to  oome  in,  settle  themselves  quietly  in  their  houses, 
and  re-people  the  then  almost  ruined  and  deserted 
citj.  But  this  glorious  consummation  was  not  in 
the  order  of  things ;  and,  as  has  been  seen,  was  not 
destined  to  be  accomplished.  It  was  too  much, 
after  losing  the  Sho^Dagoon — the  stronghold  of 
Gaudama — ^to  lose  also  the  Sho^madoo  Praw,  which 
for  so  many  centuries  had  towered  in  sublime  magnifi- 

•  Under  Moung-Gyee,  the  Commsnder- in -Chief's  brother- 
in-law. 


fspul  amift  die  i 

^  U)m  bttiUniipi  na  aim;  eadi 

fritk  tiM(  tfaBay  wiiidk  iw  troops 
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WM  12  feet  bekrw  tha  upper,  and  extended  eboai 

40  feet  on  all  ndee  from  the  walL    There  was  then 

am/tber  deeeent  of  6  feet,  when  a  third  terraee  aho 

ran  about  40  feet.     The  eeeond  and  third 


*  llniglii  ^wry^U  ^vvbi  S90  feei  to  Mt;  in  tba 
liigber  ihaa  Um  Qrmi  Di^oon  Pagodm. 

t  Th«  UfffMe  00  which  the  8ho^  I^affotm  at 
ki  INKI  feti  long  wd  685  hroed. 
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mpeetiTdy»  were  320  and  450  yards  in  length  on 
eidi  aide  of  the  Pagoda.  *  The  admirable  view  of 
this  fitfnoiu  Temple,  drawn  by  Lieutenant  Grant  of 
the  Madras  Fusiliers,  "f-  will  doubtless  eommend 
itsdf  to  every  lover  of  the  picturesque.  The  high 
grass  which  had  grown  up  all  round  prevented  our 
posted  sentries  in  many  places  from  seeing  each 
other.  ^*  Those  who  are  acquainted  with  Burmese 
wadSve  will  readily  understand  how  very  much 
esposed  our  troops  were  to  a  sudden  surprise,  when 
Bunneee  are  so  skilful  in  preserving  silence  when 
oreeping  through  grass  to  cut  down  sentries.'*^ 
There  were  a  great  many  small  Pagodas  on  the 
east  and  west'  sides,  a  little  way  beyond  the  lower 
terrace.  These  were  so  close  to  each  other  that 
on  the  east  face,  about  120  yards  off,  they  formed 
a  ocMnplete  wall  40  yards  in  length,  behind  which 
the  enemy  were  in  perfect  safety.  Numerous  other 
Pagodas  were  dotted  about  at  distances  from  100 
to  600  yards,  and  these  became  formidable  barri- 
eades  when  jingals  and  matchlocks  were  fired  from 
bdiind  them.  The  remaining  very  important  ad- 
vantage OH  the  side  of  the  enemy  was,  that  the 
iKNrth  and  east  sides  of  the  country  being  higher 
than  the  platform,  caused  every  man  to  be  observed 
passing  to  and  fro.    The  gallant  defenders,  it  will 

*  Each  Bide  of  the  base  of  the  Temple  meafiures  162  feet. 
The  shape  is  octagonal  at  the  base.  See  Narrative  of  OpenUums 
aiJUmfffHm,  Appendix  ix,  p.  276. 

t  From  the  original  by  Lieutenant  Williams,  of  the  same  corps. 


js  «Qrs  oi  ckrfnce  by  bar- 
Ihrw  oi  die  four  Ivge 
^  -SM  line  places  to  be 
in  sae  xieicUKNirfaood, 
at  Ae  daj.  PMiiet 
~i**ijt  :aKr  iun>vK«Ds>  joii  Xuives  were  <»rdered  out. 
r?K  i^eict&ttK  n«p*  smviafed  in  cuxong  down  the 
^HOt  ^:rm»  w:ui  :2>eir  ih»^ — dbeir  espeitneas  in  the 
»w  ji'  ^aivii  «e  iiaT«  beibre  noticed.  All  seemed 
•lettfrmined  ^^  runnier  die  dtadei  ae  strong  as  po#- 
sble.  Two  bratf«  4-ptMudiani^  and  a  3-pounder, 
capnired  on  the  21«  of  Xovember,  were  placed  in 
poeidon  at  the  gaceways.  which  were  built  up  the  . 
whole  breadth  of  the  entrance  with  timbers,  about 
12  feet  high*  leaving  just  a  sufficient  opening  for  the 
nn. 
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The  foDowiiig  is  a  detailed  account  of  the  attack 
on  the  riyer-pioquet  aad  boats  on  the  night  of  the 
S7th  of  November.  These  did  not  escape  the  atten- 
tion q{  the  enemy ;  for  though  we  heard  but  a  few 
diiots  in  that  direetion  whilst  the  Pagoda  was  attack- 
ed, yet  as  soon  as  they  drew  off  from  us  they  made 
a  dei^enite  assault  in  that  quarter,  and  we  could  tell 
from  the  firing  increasing  at  intervals  more  than  at 
olliersy  that  the  attacks  were  being  resumed ;  but 
the  bhie  jackets,  vrith  their  Marine  Artillery,  made 
sndi  excellent  use  of  their  12-pounder  howitzers  and 
loekets,  that,  with  the  support  of  the  picquet  on 
shore,  they  proved  too  strong  for  the  Burmese.  This 
was  a  very  unequal  contest.  There  were  houses 
within  30  yards  of  where  the  picquet  was  posted, 
besides  having  brushwood  all  round,  which  enabled 
the  enemy  to  conceal  themselves,  whilst  our  men 
were  exposed  on  the  bank  of  the  river.  Lieu* 
tenant  P.  A.  Brown  of  the  Fusiliers  commanded 
on  this  occasion.  Having  commissariat  stores  to 
protect,  that  Officer  with  his  men  had  taken  the 
precaution  before  dark  to  pile  up  the  bags  of  rice, 
tobacco,  barrels,  and  other  articles  which  were  lying 
about,  so  as  to  have  everything  as  compact  as  pos- 
sible, and  then  make  his  post  secure  in  case  of  an 
attack.  Some  of  the  bags  caught  fire  during  the 
night  from  the  rockets,  which  encouraged  the  enemy 
to  approach  nearer,  when  some  of  our  men  dashed 
forward,  charged  them,  and  compelled  them  to  re- 
tire.    After  continued  assaults  had  been  made  upon 


N.  .-J,:- 
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In  oonoequence  of  the  Burmese  having  attempted 
to  escalade  on  three  sides  of  the  Pagoda  on  the  night 
Df  the  27tb,  Major  Hill  found  it  necessary  to  ap- 
point a  Captain  to  command  each  face  of  the 
Pagoda,  with  instructions  that  if  any  one  face  was 
pressed  by  the  enemy,  the  Gaptain  on  the  side  at- 
tacked was  to  concentrate  his  men  at  the  given  point 
of  attack  until  support  was  ^ven.  This  admirable 
nrrangement  gave  a  responsibility  to  the  Officer  com- 
manding each  face,  and  enabled  him  to  act  on  a 
mdden  without  waiting  for  orders.  The  Gommand- 
ints  of  faces  appointed  were  Captains  Stephenson 
und  Nicolay  of  the  Fusiliers,  to  the  north  and  east 
hces  respectively;  and  Captains  Brown  and  Wynd- 
bam  of  the  5th  N.  I.,  to  the  west  and  south.  This 
plan  allowed  Major  Hill  to  have  a  general  supervi- 
lion  over  the  whole  of  the  operations,  and  enabled 
him  to  move  about  and  give  directions  where  his 
presence  was  most  required. 

It  was  soon  learned  from  the  manner  of  this 
night  attack  by  the  Burmese,  that  they  had  regularly 
trained  troops  opposed  to  us.  Chosen  crafty  ones 
had  doubtless  found  their  way  from  the  *^  city  of 
the  immortals'"  to  assist  Moung-Eyouk-Loung ! 
Now  our  men  might  be  seen  climbing  up  the  splendid 
Pagoda  to  take  a  coup  d'osil  of  the  surrounding 
country,  and  then  would  appear  a  cluster  of  Officers 
talking  earnestly  over  the  number  of  troops  and  the 
defences.  Uncertainty  hovered  in  the  atmosphere. 
But  this,  with  the  British  character,  only  tends  to  make 


T#  "iwiiiMW  dip  TisSanee 
*  i^  c^r-cftc^u.  k^.MiT  HiZ  «vrr  Tradentlr  with- 
er***   :5tT  >>vvuer  rr  51*  in?«r  rtt  li?  open  bank  of  the 

\^«<  u*  vrfix  i:«^  Awess.  iRS»  ajjumc  :o  rmir  to  Ran- 
^j^'a.      ^  *^»5a.^a*^  a"  -#1  iKS  rf  tibif  ^iveie  vere  now 

^-«ut'«  N^XiT! '  jiidcanxuk  ib£  >?r  lie  defenee.  It 
voib'  ^«crr.u>  *t-7vui«iic3^  taas  ^3if  DiMMni.  did  not 
,>M^  At.  vx  VAin^I.-'imMr*  tif  IN«a  CUi?C  nppoited 
V  \:»,^  r  V.  ii  mnnr  ^i*  Mvcxxm  of  tibe  In  of 
V^Nte»o\c  -mc  s  «*fn«  ivrs?  .naL  of  carts  with 
r^:}i:«  :>ainrv$  «:jr!f  sa«fa  TBi-tTTg  tktr  vaj  to  the 
>«.Ml?^*cs^>^  i.tki  riiftC  tmvk  >?c  ikfor  6001^9  (Cliiefs) 
Kft^   .von-   It  ^^<wv  ^  kiK'iv  vfedi^r  tboT  mieht 
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diim  proteotion  from  the  garriBon.  At  about  5 
a^fdook  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  216  carts, 
kdea  with  the  goods  and  chattels  of  2,000  persons, 
MbAj  women  and  diildren,  came  in  for  protection. 
Ilie^e  poor  creatures  had  taken  refuge  in  the  jun- 
giefli  wandered  about  from  place  to  place,  with  of 
sonnw  no  settled  residence  while  the  Boyal  troops 
remained  in  the  Province.  ^'  Pity  and  protect  the 
ilaTe!^  was  never  uttered  by  the  swarthy  African 
with  more  intense  feeling  than  now  marked  the 
desires  of  those  Asiatics — ^whose  ancestors  had  had  a 
king  of  their  own  to  rule  over  them — as  their  eyes 
were  directed  to  the  British  for  protection  !  The 
ground  covered  by  their  carts  occupied  several  acres, 
for  it  must  be  recollected  the  Pegu  carts  and  buifa- 
loes  are  of  a  prodigious  size.  It  was  now  a  matter 
of  anxiety  to  sJTord  protection  to  the  families  as  well 
MM  to  their  property,  whilst  they  lay  scattered  about, 
•ad  the  enemy  were  nigh  at  hand.  The  infirm,  as 
well  as  all  the  women  and  children,  were  allowed  to 
remain  on  the  upper  platform  of  the  Pagoda  during 
the  night,  while  the  others  remained  below  to  look 
after  the  cattle  and  goods.  Reader,  just  picture  to 
yourself  the  upper  platform  of  the  Pegu  Pagoda  !  It 
is  night,  and  the  troops  are  wearied  after  the  prepa- 
ration and  arrangements  of  the  day.  Sleep  is  just 
beginning  to  ^^  knit  up  the  ravelled  sleeve  of  care  l^ 
Suddenly  bursts  forth  the  clamorous  noise  of  chil- 
dren ;  the  sentries  cannot  hear  beyond  the  walls. 
There  are  sick  children,and  others  wanting  food;  and 


X>5x  'Si  <jr  :5'j  scexise  war. 

^«^\^      >  »■  !-^.    'tIKvrs  op  a  gr«at  portion  of  the 

^^^^'^    x^<.»t-^;^    ru    «-;^  ;uid  dkwcitute  with  biBcuit, 

t  • ..-:     :^^   V  >j7t»-A»  ■  -vviivndoa !     The  helpless  now 

t«>  «»9«;r^\«    :t:t^  .'.tutiaouw  chnMigh  the  influenoe  of 

:x    ?s..<^.>.  o«t-Iiin:  II  titi'  ^ittien  ^  dbove,  has  sent 

^•:*.^«v.%^»  v'c^*^  V  «r»»avi  rhem !  As chis  arrangement 

« «^^T  r:  >  rr^^v,  iH   r*vp««  :c  vhiIt  L»ted  three  lugfats. 

*%^ . . '.    «  ;.  ^-.  ;^«  r-ttiiit'u   m  ift^«cn7vuur  all  the  houses 

v   >!.:-*«.    x<^  ^.  .te^  :u»^  -vuid  ooly  ^ve  cover  to 

.V     i:«aK«       ^?u    T»ur«i.  «^»t«*  tixereupoa  issued  to 

>».v-vr*..-,     -j:     :-*;      *.x«t>*   iitder  rfie   walls  of  the 

*S^v..^        *>  >   ^*rrM   'is'ri   w**  performed  in  a 

tft»«   ^i     ••v.*    i*^*».f.r:v?i««^    -O&.'vc*  and  men,  evefy 

..•^     ^«««,.><.:  v    ^     i  v-:t'^    zjie   KipcecKed*  after  their 

-•:•     xt^r-  •-»>;.     ^A«ii^-v!       r^ecv    »    the   flozopean 

*    -K    V  *    •■•  ••■•">&  ,;x?*iic^*  <r*»a^a.  felKng  down 

-t      %-  i-^  Hi;  \-cil  A  r-iTi:  i«.vd-will; 

,x     ..    =.r.-   »v.r>     >u,:L't.r.  .kHii  :hcre  :h5» 

X.  ^   ^   -•^^-•-    »  *«^    ''«'   *   :::?:«£.  jrizmini 

•    •.  ^  •  u-.:-."  'iaa\*         !r.'c  2.L<caxid<    i 

.••     .     •.     '..         ^>.  ■>i    ;^  *   ■'"    :ct!«.    r^raaii::^  :* 

V    ■.  ■••-    .  ».•>.:>  I    '■  ci-       ^-«i   ^.rckaJ-r. 

«.  •   -.'.^    ,^. .. .  ••     sv*'^  1  c^"Mii»:»  **'i^  ?«:ca  ice-?. 

■  -^     «.  ■•  •v4:f:»*.\>  %■  •^.     !.I     sv'<,-!r:ii::».'ally 

..   *>  V  •.  ■  ^  j^    u'  H»ir    .'» 8«4C*.i»i2    :i  !:se  isd 

\  •••x.  vl     •■I-     ^ti-xHa^itM     IX    :»   :i.;ri:-dfcZ. 
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w  poMiUe  from  the  shot.  The  men  were  stationed 
ID  front,  with  their  spears,  matchlocks,  and  sharp 
dhast  to  fight  for  their  families — which  they  did 
feariessly  and  well.  Dr  Beautfleur,  the  z^ous 
Smgeon  in  charge  of  the  stockaded  allies,  had 
sereral  severe  cases  brought  to  him  for  treatment. 
%>ies  had  been  loitering  about,  and  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  4th  we  could  discover  from  the  elevations 
of  the  Pagoda  that  the  movements  of  the  enemy 
were  more  extensive  than  usual,  and  that  they  muster- 
ed in  greater  force.  The  Oassay  horsemen  did  not 
conceal  their  numbers  from  our  view,  and  were 
galloping  about  in  larger  bodies.  Towards  the 
evening  of  that  day  faint  sounds  of  firing  were 
heard  at  intervals,  as  if  from  a  long  distance  down 
the  river.  Night  had  set  in,  when  a  shot  was  fired 
from  the  jungle,  which  was  immediately  returned  by 
the  sentry  who  was  fired  at.  Shortly  before  this  it 
bad  been  reported  to  Major  Hill  that  a  low  sound 
of  voices  was  heard,  as  of  troops  moving  about  in 
the  jungle.  Firing  soon  became  the  order  of  the 
ni^t,  and  a  discharge  of  cannister  from  a  24- 
pounder  howitzer,  in  the  direction  of  the  voices, 
roused  every  one  into  action.  Before  9  o^dock 
Miyor  Hill  was  called  away  from  the  defences  to 
two  Sepoys  of  the  5th  M.  N.  I.,  who  had  hailed  the 
picquet  from  the  jungle — the  south  picquet — the 
sergeant  of  which  had  brought  them  in.  Fortu- 
nately for  these  men  the  firing,  which  was  com- 
menced at  the  Pagoda  just  before  they  arrived,  was 

a2 


3^  THE    SECOVD  BUftMISE   WAR. 

^■ikeeut  CMe,wliereaft  tliej  came  from  tkeaMllu* 

Iheir  object  was  to  report  the  pontkm  of  the  jeai»- 

iast  SBi  hk  mm,  whose  bte  was  rdated  at  page  116 

df  ihb  Work,  and  regarding  whom  the  foDowiiig 

detaik  maj  be  deemed  acceptable: — ^w 

it  aft  dajfigiit  mat  mornmg  to  their  ne- 

ioMlr  stated,  ondo-  the  eommand 

4i  Ckpcam   NieolaT^  and  a   12   and  24.poundflr 

wnne  brought  to  bear  opon  the  directioii 

thfT  had  to  go.     The  eoontry  boat^  which 

daughter-cattle  and  commiaBariat 

to  Pegu,  was  efidently  deemed  a  Talo- 

ahb  enK  br  the  Bnrmme.    Ei^t  out  of  twentj- 

«w  bdkeks  were  fomid  to  be  shot,  and  nearir 

f«err  rCTttfii?ng  bdfcik  was  womded.     The  nn- 

vctunar^  mn  snx  have  been  exposed  to  a  con- 

s«i»?niii*  ir*  5?r  s  jeogth  of  time.    **  It  has  been 

'Otj^fm^fC   rtc*j2^  tiij  wmr  that  the   Burmese  are 

.'v.vliftxG  ik-TTiKbffln^  and  thoroi^falT  understand 

>/««  rr  ^aiire  i^cnscie^  of  eciod  positions.     In  the 

/ii£    ;ucvv*c^.  d!»  jards  {ran  the  landing*  (dace, 

t**w  ^»**  4  mrr.'w  c?ree  which  the  partj  had  to 

M^  r.ir<.*u:ri  -ft  tMr  waj  back  to  the  Pagoda. 

\^cl:it  yi>.H2ftT  «:itf  aware  that  it  would  be  a  seri- 

/u»  SNSsfcrv»f  V  i»  cectiag  back  sfaotild  the  enemy 

Xurt  >*^«!*»«sctt  rf  :h» :  he  ihervfoie  very  jndiciousiT 

jCrnnr^^t^vM  aaii  ^xteoded  h»  Axnuishers  to  pre- 

«?«9!(r  :ih;tr  vojribsikafet  him«  by  whidi  means  this  im- 

*  YVd^  «w  kvQC  le  twtti  sW  I>r»ia»  wd  did  not  cetie 
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portant  pmwftge  was  held  by  his  men/^  A  very  difficult 
dnty  had  now  been  accomplished,  and  without  the 
kw  of  a  man;  The  Officers  were  sitting  quietly  at 
breakfaat,  discussing  the  deeds  of  night  and  morn- 
ing, when  the  wdl-known  cry  of  '*  Turn  out!"" 
laised  a  stir  among  all  hands;  at  the  sametime 
the  Burmese  shout  of  attack  was  heard  at  the 
soath-west  angle  of  the  Pagoda.  This  was  the 
feroe  which  had  followed  in  Captain  Nicolay'^s  rear, 
sod  had  now  determined  to  try  the  effect  of  a 
mrprise.  While  the  firing  at  the  south-west  angle 
summoned  the  men  to  the  walls,  a  very  singular  and 
gnerillo-like  scene  was  exhibited.  In  an  instant 
heij^ts,  mounds,  and  Pagodas,  were  crowned  with 
men,  who  opened  a  sharp  but  ill-directed  fire  against 
our  troops.  The  little  curling  smoke  was  now  to  be 
seen  issuing  from  the  place  where  was  perched  each 
wily  matchlock-man ;  the  sky  was  beautifully  clear ; 
•very  object  came  to  view ;  and  the  whole  had  the 
eflbot  of  a  gorgeous  panorama.  It  was  soon  dis- 
oovered — ^firom  the  Burmese  balls  coming  among  us 
from  such  elevated  positions — that  our  enemies  were 
likely  to  have  the  best  of  it.  It  was  however 
hi^y  ludicrous  in  the  midst  of  danger  to  hear  the 
i  joking  with  each  other  as  they  brought  down  a 
or  so  from  his  high  pinnacle,  on  which  the 
Burmese  had  so  proudly  perched  themselves.  The 
surprise  having  failed,  the  enemy  were  no  doubt 
astonished  to  find  that  the  Peguese  were  sheltered 
in  a  well-made   stockade  ;    there   was  the  reality 


toOt 

Cnmm^nKsic  5jr  lil  :a«>  ^omcy  Vic*  aad  tnrrch 
If  r.nutr  r*""^-  xa«i  nt^*K  'Snnsr  inaxfi  xaft^iMjinte; 
»C^  TV  -c-.  loii  "iar*!ii»  rf  Tcri  «a£  besevt  wen 
£»i  nJi:n  -ijr  A«  fticn  iff  x  VKa3»  dark  tlie 
SiaiMrs  ^wr-  «e  3j  vjri  Ai  lisA^  P^^^  ^"^ 
iif!sr-i  n  TmiiK  Tor:*  iz  tai;  ^n^^  a#  if  tiie  Bor- 

mc  sc  imiTj  nxrmir  ^«?  lis^  %s-  ic  bad  l!<cD  dai 
laj,  icH  :itf«  ^:»  3r£t*  n9!mz?:ix  rf  h.  vfiDe  die 
w-:r^znr  t^v^hs  -v^sr*  3i»rx  liSrvc  At  nZb^  It  was 
TT  anc«:psiai?f  -. :  £»?^  t2»?  ^iyiiw*!  Ei»  wa&iaTy  order 
31  -^  i^^az  :c  12  a==ac-k.  Scoae  290  nen  had  cn- 
rsiLei  tfttfanK^r^  i^  incaxc  aaem.  bvs  oat  of  tint 
3iiic^«r  C11I7  5»>  bfci  artsfcK* — o«r  oU  £iit4oeiEi — 
wiHai  tiiie  r3r.ir^>fr  wr^  ar^wd  vitli  ifwars  and 
Fvcrisw  Ma;*:r  HH  rkhcd  the  9tockad«.  and  with 
the  iwiprifT^e  c-f  a  BbroMfle  xaterpretcr  pointed  out 

Fort  ifld  FwmSb  cf  P-*zm,  aHr*ci!  a  tks  iiiy«Mt. 
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to  Mouog-Loimg  the  way  in  which  he  wished  his 
men  to  be  disposed  of  should  an  assault  take  place. 
The  men  with  fire-arms  were  placed  at  short  distances 
between  the  spearmen,  so  as  to  give  a  greater 
appearance  of  strength  in  that  particular  arm ;  a 
eertain  number  were  told  off  as  sentinels  on  duty,  to 
be  regularly  relieved.  The  Gk)ungs  were  placed  so 
as  to  give  orders,  and  to  overlook  their  own  men. 
MiQor  Hill  visited  the  stockade  of  the  allies  every 
Q^t,  to  give  them  confidence  and  to  see  that  they 
aO  on  the  alert.  To  shew  how  much  our  troops 
exposed  on  the  platform  notwithstanding  all 
that  had  been  done,  the  Officers'*  servants  were 
obliged  to  erect  some  kind  of  protection  for  the 
beds  of  their  masters  and  themselves  when  they 
lay  down  ta  rest.  Several  days  and  nights  were 
passed  without  any  cessation  of  firing.  With  all 
the  fatigue  of  mind  and  body  was  excessive,  par- 
ticularly so  with  the  indefatigable  Commander  of 
the  garrison.  The  chance  of  being  able  to  eat  one^s 
dinn^  without  being  shot  at  seemed  remote  indeed. 
An  Officer  of  the  Fusiliers  received  a  severe  contu- 
lion  while  seated  at  the  mess-table;  several  servants 
were  wounded,  and  one  was  killed  while  waiting 
opon  his  master.  A  Peguer  also  received  a  mortal 
wound  while  at  work  inside  the  mess-house.  On  the 
8th  the  men  began  to  feel  the  incessant  work.  Every 
man  was  daily  on  duty  10  hours  out  of  the  24.  The 
exposure  and  fatigue  increasing.  Major  Hill  at 
length   deemed  it  absolutely  necessary  to  inform 
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Bunnese  foroe  on  mil  aides  of  the  Pagoda  of  at  leait 
6,000  men,  and  had  the  oarriera  fiJlan  into  their 
hands  they  woaU  probably  hate  been  dneapitatod 
or  cnioified,  aooording  to  Bonnese  eostom. 

On  the  morning  of  the  12th  the  joyfiil  aooad  of 
firing  from  British  gun-boats  ran  Iflco  an  eleotris 
shook  through  the  weaiy  garrison.  Bat  deqiair  soon 
ibUowed,  our  forebodings  wero  indeed  verified, — ^the 
naval  party  had  fiuled  in  their  attempt  to  ooBanuBBi- 
oatewithus.  From  the  erowded  state  of  the  atook- 
ade,  together  with  the  oold  daa^  nights  and  the 
scanty  supply  of  food  they  had«  ohokm  braios 
ont  among  onr  Pegnese  allies.  Foitnnately  the 
souurge  did  not  extend  to  the  troops.  The  sodden 
withdrawal  of  the  gan-boatS|  with  rriief  so  near  at 
hand,  quiddy  became  the  all-absorlni^  topic  But 
the  assurance  that  General  Godwin  was  now  aware  of 
our  diificolties,  served  to  rouse  us  to  increased  eflbrt. 


ABUTAL  OF  THE  ULIEF  90BCB.  375 

After  this  event  the  enemy^B  fire  graduaOy  oeaaed. 
IhcMe  only  who  have  watched  night  after  night  can 
fcrm  an  idea  of  how  much  a  temporary  calm  is  ap- 
pieoiated.  But  yet  it  is  difficult  to  reconcile  one^s 
adf  to  the  change.  On  the  present  occasion  the 
whistling  of  the  bullets — the  rattling  of  the  boards — 
the  Bpeedj  movement — ^the  sound  from  a  cluster  of 
nnoes^ — the  want  of  all  this  seemed  to  create  a 
fseancy  in  the  state  of  aflairs  quite  unintelligible  ! 
The  reply  of  <<  All  right,  Sir  1 ''  to  the  Officers  on  duty 
passing  along  their  beat,  could  not  disturb  well- 
earned  repose.  But  in  the  morning,  yelling  from  the 
Burmese— the  firing  of  cannister  from  our  howitzers 
•^and  clearing  the  platform  for  action,  soon  destroy- 
ed the  peaceful  delusion.  The  Burmese  having  made 
a  determined  attempt  to  force  their  way  into  the 
Pegnese  stockade,  came  to  a  hand-to-band  contest 
with  the  allies,  who  received  some  severe  wounds  from 
spears  and  matchlocks;  and  it  was  not  until  they 
tasted  the  cold  steel  from  some  of  our  Rifle  Sepoys  that 
they  drew  off.*  Another  night  had  closed  upon  us, 
when  again  the  welcome  sound  of  a  British  gun  was 
heard  down  the  river.  The  Artillery  Officer  reported 
his  hearing  guns;  he  had  also  observed  a  rocket 
fired  perpendicularly.  Wellington's  remark  at  Water- 

^  The  I068  of  the  Burmese  must  have  been  V017  g^reatyasthay 
had  not  before  ventared  to  cross  a  piece  of  clear  ground.  One 
man  of  immense  stature  was  found  dead,  supposed  to  be  a 
Chief.  The  Peguese  hung  him  up  to  a  tree  in  triumph,  but 
his  body  was  cut  down  at  sunset,  and  thrown  into  a  dry  well. 
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bten  obflerred  moTiDg  about,  a  sodden  dueliaige  of 
niufiketry  iMued  from  the  opening  of  the  jnn^ 
which  had  been  cat  down.  A  12-poiinder  howHwr, 
loaded  with  cannister,  was  ready  pointed  in  the 
direction,  to  the  north,  where  it  was  soppoaed  the 
enemy  might  appear,  and  it  was  discharged  with 
the  happiest  oiTect.  Firing  now  commenced,  and  at 
sanset  the  picquot  was  increased  to  100  Enropeans 
and  50  Sepoys.  By  that  time  several  men  had  been 
wounded. 

On  the  fith,  6th,  and  7th,  the  worinng  parties 
wore  increased,  and  uprights  were  fixed  in  the 
ground,  about  10  feet  from  each  other,  and  pkmks 
wore  nailed  upon  them,  as  being  the  most  expeditions 
way  of  keeping  the  men  out  of  sight  of  the  enemy. 
Their  attacks  were  now  directed  against  the  north 
face;  and  notwithstanding  our  men  had  been  for 
some  time  worried  and  fired  on — in  spite  of  shot* 
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lljii^  about — ^the  Europeans  were  quite  observable 
oatdde,  coolly  nailing  on  the  planks,  while  others  sat 
on  the  top  of  the  beams  assisting  in  the  work,  under 
m  heavy  fire  all  day.  The  Burmese  must  have  set 
them  down  as  at  least  possessing  a  charmed  life; 
bat  it  was  nothing  more  than  British  courage  and 
wofldng  with  a  hearty  good-will— qualities  which 
faaTO  for  nearly  a  century  distinguished  the  Madras 
Fnailieni.  The  pioquet  was  obliged  to  act  as  a  cover- 
ing party  to  keep  down  the  fire,  otherwise  we  might 
have  lost  many  men.  The  enemy  had  now  taken 
up  a  position  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river 
with  the  number  of  their  force  increased,  and 
where  an  irregular  brick  building  was  turned  into 
a  battery  by  them.  It  has  not  been  recorded  that 
on  the  departure  of  General  Gx>dwin  a  stockade 
had  been  erected,  according  to  his  orders,  at  the 
landing-place  on  the  bank  of  the  river.  The 
enemy'^s  battery  was  about  120  yards  from  this 
stoekade,  and  was  a  great  annoyance  to  it.  The 
gun-boats,  under  Captain  Tarleton,  B.  N.,  having 
been  vnthdrawn,  we  could  not  cross  the  river  to  dis- 
lodge the  enemy  from  the  strong  position  they  had 
taken  up,  who  finding  that  we  had  no  boats,  at 
length  rendered  the  stockade,  from  its  unfinished 
condition,  almost  untenable.  Up  to  the  7th,  one 
CSaptain  was  mortally  wounded  (Captain  Nicolay  of 
the  Fusiliers),  one  artilleryman  was  killed,  and  13 
men  were  wounded.  On  the  morning  of  the  8th — 
for  some  strange  reason  difficult  to  understand,  and 
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A  ooiT6flpondent  writee  us  that  he  made  an  exoellent 
speeehy  in  which  he  remarked  that  whaterer  the 
newspaperB  and  the  public  choae  to  say  regarding 
him,  he  had  only  done — what  every  soldier  in  Burmah 
had  done — ^His  DCTY  ;  and  neither  more  nor  less  ! 
He  had  always  acted  up  to  his  orders,  and  under  in- 
■tniotions ;  and  it  wa«  not  his  fault  if  these  did  not 
please  the  public. 

Throughout  his  service  in  Burmah  the  writer  has 
never  had  a  word  of  conversation  with  General 
Godwin,  nor  was  he  ever — ^from  the  nature  of  his 
duties — able  to  wait  upon  him  even  as  a  matter  of 
courtesy.  This  is  simply  remarked  in  refutation  of 
the  assertion  made  by  some  that  the  Author  was 
prejudiced  in  favour  of  the  Greneral — but  which  pre- 
judice amounted  to  nothing  more  than  not  passing 
severe  judgment  on  men  in  high  places  before  the 
conduct  of  affairs  was  fully  explained. 
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Wltb  tike  6ovemiiifiat  Xotificatmu  dalcd  tbe  Mk 
of  June  18S3^  whicfii  w  gnrvn  at  p«g!»  3>4»  the 
dutv  of  ft  ottrrftttve-writer  of  tb?  SicoBd  IhuMUW 
Wur  m&Y  be  aaid  to  tenninftte.  As  gratar  Mtsj 
however  tima  wad  aDtKcipated  kw  uccuneJ  m  d» 
productioa  of  thw  ooochidiiig:  TobBn^  the  viiter 
tmste  that — DoGwtthstaihimg  the  daMrkeoed  stele  of 
the  pofitical  horiaoa  in  Europe^  aad  the 
interest  attadied  to  the  viiepvte  between  tihe  Si 
and  the  Cxar — a  soccmet  eonttnoation  of  tlie  Karta^ 
trre  of  ASurs  in  the  P^  ftoiiace  nnlil  a 
nierabhr  later  period*  will  not  be  looked 
whoDr  aninter«eting.  ^Mien  we  ImI  wrote 
was  some  difBeoItr  in  banirdiiny  the  idea  thai  the 
^nake^  was  bat'  "^seotriMNl,  ao4  kmed.**  Sinee 
then— as  was  to  be  expected  after  Mth  a  cooqaest 
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— a  few  skirmiBhefl  have  taken  place,  and  lives  have 
l>een  lost  on  both  sides.  But  these  petty  conflicts, 
l>itmgfat  on  by  a  comparatively  small  number  of  des- 
perate,  dissatisfied  characters  in  the  Province,  may 
l>e  regarded  simply  as  *'  the  candle^s  flare  before  its 
final  close.'** 

Am  far  as  the  Province  of  Pegu  is  concerned,  after 
one  7ear'*s  experience  on  the  frontier  we  pronounce, 
^thoat  hesitation,  all  that  has  been  done  to  have 
been  highly  successful.     The  most  sanguine  Gover- 
nor-General could  not  have  expected  more.    There 
has  been  famine,  and  it  has  vanished.    The  intrigues 
of  the  war  party  we  believe  are  growing  weaker  and 
weaker.    Dacoity  even  is  beginning  to  fly  before 
British  perseverance  and  valour.     Captain  Phayre^s 
govemment  has  restored  confidence  to  a  long  op- 
pressed but  once  independent  people.     And  we  may 
hope  ere  the  lapse  of  no  great  length  of  time  to 
bdiold  Pegu  a  plentiful  and  a  happy  land.     The 
dffieiilties  to  be  surmounted  are  great ;  but  the 
instruments  chosen  will   surmount  them  all,  and 
tsaoh  even  the  peace-mongers — ^the  wise  of  our  gene- 
ration— ^that  their  theory  is  rotten  at  the  core; 
that  if  we  would  go  on  with  the  work  of  civilisation 
which  Providence  has  assigned  to  us,  there  must 
be  war ;  that  soldiers  and  sailors  must  pioneer  the 
way  for  the  grand  work  of  the  Prince  of  Peace  ! 
Never,  in  the  annals  of  Nations,  was  greater  folly 
uttered  and   written  than  on  the  subject  of  the  < 
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IxMits.  Arracaiiy  the  granary  of  Eastern  Asia,  had 
been  largely  called  on  to  supply  Europe,  till  at 
length  arose  there,  as  in  Pegu,  an  undoubted 
flcarcity,  the  demand  for  rice  being  in  excess  of  the 
■apply  by  many  lakhs  of  maunds.  The  cheapness 
of  rice  in  Pegu  was  doubtless  attributable  to  the 
prudent  measure  of  opening  the  river,  and  we  believe 
in  acme  degree  to  ^*  the  enterprise  of  the  Calcutta 
^fteonlators.^  A  large  quantity  of  rice  was  purchased 
by  the  Indian  Qovemment  for  Rangoon.  Govern- 
ment had  done  its  beet  for  the  new  Province.  Ter- 
rible vengeance  was  being  taken  against  the  dacoits, 
and  very  properly  no  mercy  was  shown  to  those 
woarges  of  the  land.  The  little  Nerbudda  steamed 
up  a  creek,  a  principal  rendezvous  of  the  robbers, 
between  Henzadah  and  Rangoon,  and  conmiitted 
great  slaughter. 

In  the  course  of  our  Narrative  allusion  has  been 
made  to  the  energetic  doings  of  that  able  adminis- 
trative Officer,  Oaptain  Fytche,  of  the  Bassein  Dis- 
trict. We  are  now  enabled  to  give  a  summary  of 
his  exploits,  which  may  be  considered  partly  as  an 
amplification  of,  and  supplement  to,  what  has  been 
already  extracted  on  this  subject  from  Tlie  Friend 
i^flndia^  at  the  close  of  Chapter  XV,  and  may  tend 
to  convince  our  countrymen  in  Europe  that  the  glory 
of  the  English  character  is  shining  in  the  East  with 
as  bright  a  lustre  as  ever.  When  the  Deputy  Com- 
missioner came  over  from  his  old  district  of  Sando- 
way,  on  the  other  side  of  the  hills,  he  brought  with 
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piaoes.  He  plunder  of  the  Minku's  camp,  with 
that  of  the  other  BurmeBe  Chief  and  nmrauderB, 
mu  foond  to  be  very  extensive.  Captain  Fytche 
iold  it  all  off,  and  with  the  proceeds  paid  his  men, 
earriage,  and  every  thing  else,  without  the  cost  of  a 
■ngie  rupee  to  the  State.  With  such  a  force,  the  blue- 
jaeketa,  and  4  field  pieces,  we  think  that  a  successful 
mandi  might  have  been  made  even  on  Ameerapoora 
— « the  City  of  the  Immortals  ^—itself ! 

OooBidering  the  character  of  the  people  and  the 
diAenlties  which  had  to  be  encountered,  we  know 
of  nothing  more  successful  in  Indian  history  than 
the  oiganisation  and  use  of  the  Bassein  temporary 
local  corps,  raised  and  brought  into  action  under 
the  sole  superintendence  of  the  Deputy  Commia- 
■oner.  The  conduct  of  it  was  worthy  of  a  soldier 
of  the  Empire  which  Clive  had  conquered,  and 
Warren  Hastings  had  consolidated ! 

Whilst  the  Deputy  Commissioner  was  engaged  in 
completing  a  survey  for  the  site  of  a  new  city  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Bassein  river,  an  emsute  occurred  at 
the  further  extremity  of  his  District,  the  leaders  sup- 
poring  that  he  had  proceeded  to  Bangoon.  Imme- 
diately however  on  the  news  reaching  him  he  started 
for  Bassein,  from  whence  he  set  out  to  meet  the 
enemy  with  50  Sepoys,  30  Europeans,  and  about 
400  Burmese  allies,  who  had  hitherto  fought  nobly 
under  his  command.  The  rebels,  confident  in  their 
superior  numbers,  fought  three  successive  engage- 
ments in  the  open  plain,  each  of  which  was  boldly 
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Marietj  to  modior  abfe  poGdeal 
Smith,  of  the  Sarawah  district.  Tha 
to  the  effect  that  he  had  always  respected  the 
sein  frontier,  and  had  never  injured  a  singie  ; 
in  the  Bassein  territory  in  any  way.  This 
fectly  true,  A  sense  of  fear  had  been 
not  only  in  Ol^oong-gyee  bat  amongst  his  ascoi 
plices  also,  and  it  did  not  seem  ^t>bable  that  the 
Bassein  Political  woold  be  disturbed  with  any  of  their 
pranks,  which  tbey  m%^  with  greater  (aeiEty 
carry  on  elsewhere.  The  notorioiis  district  of 
Sarawah — to  ase  a  not  Tery  pleasant  but  appro- 
priate simile — acted  like  a  poultice,  and  drew  off  aB 
the  eril  matter  from  Bassein !  At  the  beginning  of 
October  Cqytain  Fytche  had  finished  his  asseament 
for  the  first  half-year  of  1853-4,  and,  ezefauiTe  of 
all  Custom  duties,  there  seemed  every  probatnlity  of 
getting  in  some  five  lakhs  of  rupees  for  the  whob 
year.    The  people  had  settled  down  quietly  to  their 
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cnliivatioii,  fisheries,  and  other  employmeuts,  and  a 
great  number  began  to  flock  in  from  the  neighbour- 
ing districts. 

'  By  an  order  of  Government,  dated  Fort- William, 
Itfth  September,  the  Pegu  force  was  to  constitute 
one  division  under  the  command  of  Sir  John 
Cheape,  K.O.B.  A  brigade  was  to  be  stationed  at 
or  near  Meeaday ;  and  every  precaution  was  being 
taken  for  the  military  defence  of  the  new  Province. 
At  Tonghoo — in  September  and  October — we  were 
troubled  with  occasionally  petty  cases  of  dacoity 
inside  and  outside  the  fort  walls.  Towards  the 
end  of  the  latter  month  some  of  these  robbers  were 
ean^t  and  brought  in  to  receive  justice  from  the 
Assistant- Commissioner.  The  willingness  of  the 
Burmese  to  assist  in  the  capture  of  these  marauders 
augured  well  for  the  future  security  of  the  district. 
About  the  same  time  Mr  Mason  of  the  American 
Baptist  Mission,  and  author  of  the  Fauna^  Fhra^ 
and  Minerals  of  Burmah^  visited  Tonghoo.  He 
purposed  leaving  for  America  shortly,  when  per- 
haps he  would  return  and  take  up  his  abode  at  this 
station.  He  said  that  the  Karens  still  expected 
another  struggle  for  power  among  the  great  northern 
Ghiefs  of  Ava.  He  thought  well  of  the  annexation 
of  the  country;  and  for  some  time,  aided  by  his  accom- 
plished wife,  he  laboured  zealously  and  successfully  in 
his  vocation  in  the  vicinity.  Even  numbers  of 
Karens  came  from  a  long  distance  to  hear  the 
simple  Missionary  speak  to  them  as  never  man  had 
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or  ruby — ^the  latter  forming  the  aristooratio  present 
of  Bamiah.  But  yet  the  opinion  of  the  press  was — 
and  not  without  reason — ^that  the  aspect  of  affairs 
was  decidedly  warlike,  and  that  troubles  would  never 
cease  until  the  Court  of  Ava  was  no  more.  We 
should  have  noted  that  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
monsoon  the  Indus  steamer  attempted  the  passage 
from  the  P^gu  river  into  the  Sitang,  but  found  the 
eiedc  too  narrow,  and  having  come  half-way  had  to 
rotum.  During  the  rainy  season  Sho^Gyne  may 
be  called  a  flooded  town.  Prome,  according  to  Dr 
Maokay/  who  has  written  a  valuable  paper  on  the 
**  Topography  of  Burmah,  "^  likewise  presents  a 
watery  scene  at  this  period  of  the  year.  Inside  the 
wall  of  that  town  the  ground  is  raised,  flat  and  dry; 
outside  there  is  an  old  ditch,  very  wet  and  over- 
grown with  weeds :  *'  beyond  this  the  ground  is 
low,  -marshy,  and  the  greater  part  of  it  during  the 
months  of  August  and  September,  when  the  river  is 
at  ita  greatest  height,  is  covered  with  water.  To- 
wards the  end  of  September  the  Irrawaddy  begins  to 
UUJ^  Heights  were  cleared  and  occupied  at  Prome 
on  the  south  and  east  side  of  the  swamp,  to  improve 
the  health  of  the  troops,  by  removing  them  from 
the  damp  ground  below.  During  the  monsoon  of 
1853  the  fall  of  rain  at  Tonghoo  did  not  appear  to 
us  excessive,  nor  was  there  any  inundation  of  the 
river.  According  to  Dr  Mackay,  to  the  north  of 
Meeaday  the  ground  is  comparatively  high,  and  not 
*  Madras  Sappen  and  Minen. 
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jtut^uio-.ck.  jK  dw  mi  18  more  sandy 


>^     :.    rf^   ^*te    f    .V^!«ib«*r  the  /hJUinp  Frin€$ 

«*>«^    .-    .  »Tr    -A  -.<^  :  jt«ofroc  .m  vHir  new  eonqueet. 

ijCkw-^u^    dtf    <t*wi^r"  %s»  -Mxrtfilt^  out  into  prin- 

<.^<te.i.->as.  Mi«^    aiu   m«cujre«i  ^liitft'  bsftd  ivoeived  the 

V ««-=;.      fc      :*%        .^w     *>f*«4F«    ^' mitr^i4Hf  .        SCFSnge  it  18 

i*^  •>^  ja^,«  >«£w^'u»«  .•«ni3M  T  'caerwise*  descend 
u  "^^i^iiiviu^  s  9tf  ^nwiLicr^tud  .><*  their  orders 
*  «..  ^  ^  <vc  a»4:iK'*u»tx  >*iiftfrTed  at  Atb 
•:•.>    •. .  %*.'^.  u^   c*-*^;   -xrv'tt  -v ' we ver  beside 

.  .  c^  •  .  •  ■  .  !s  t  1  »  4  nU  S<i/i,  or  even 
-.  '^wi.:-  :  -  .^.i-> —  >e  ' -'irft^r  and  tie 
'^.  '         ii    rv«.».t>  \x'  '.i*^  *x«-»2  rlli^  .'Upicvr^i against 

^  -v  ->  .1  :>.  :•- r*'«A,A;' .  *v  JTV  asc^ured  they 
..  .  .     1..^    r  *.i*.".    t    t^s  -    i(*  -iva:  !iaraj»ins|r  and 

^.. -v..^  ».-.-^.-  •-  ^js^T  !uc  It  :ae  tIut  tield  the 
.;»  5<;.  M.  \  .'^  *iit  ■.  s  leeuItSB*  :o  say  that 
.   >   '...      '.--t    >.    '-• '-v*.   i..*cu..  vr  :c  •*  opiHXwd  to 

•  ,►.:.'.  ^i  -•*.■:■'•  •.  *.>r  1!  ri.s -••'iuirr7  Among 
i>.  iiu*:»  .•  ■  .'■■-  i-.'v^  •.!.•.«  a lUN  i  yA*i  iving  and  his 
ii'.ti..:-.!  >*  :•.  ,  :>.  tAe<  i»»pv'rr:t:ic  ^a*  that  ot'  hid 
J»^ii.-    •  u   -?<    ^i     ^i.    V  '^.  ii;t,  ■%K'  2iid  iifciar'd  that 

It  ^i-s*  St.  v-rf'.iivii^*^  -^au'  'rr  j  icKiisiv^  ^ar  This 
^att^  .■•.>u:c  *i*a  ".v-.ti  ij5«i»a:jiir>i  rn-m  Avu.  it  wad 
s»i«:  11  I  <»«.v!iu  uii>«M«<ii.  :  "  rviiue*^  :aa:  the  usual 
'^•>.ti  •'pA-'iswiou  >uouiii  Vo  xilowyd  :■  pas*  ^iovir. 
V-ni  Me  mTrawari  :o  Ranfc:»vrK  for  the  purpose  oi 
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oebbrndng  the  praises  of  Ghkudama  at  his  greatest 
■hrine.  This  applioation  to  the  Gommiasioner  of 
•oorse  met  with  the  treatment  it  deserved.  Under 
the  raremnstanoeB,  the  appearance  of  such  a  proces- 
sion might  have  injured  **  the  prestige  of  our  power 
in  Pegn.^  Not  long  after  this  evident  design  of  the 
Jesuit  sn  event  occurred  which  was  calculated  to 
ereate  some  alarm  among  the  authorities,  nothing 
leM  than  m  sort  of  conspiracy  at  Rangoon.  The 
niglit  of  the  23d  November  was  that  on  which  some 
rninsnal  exertions  on  the  part  of  numerous  dissatis- 
fied Burmese — **  discarded  officials  ^ — wore  to  be 
made  for  gaining  possession  of  the  great  Dagoon 
Pagoda,  and  turning  the  guns  of  the  British  fort 
upon  the  town.  But  all  had  been  nipped  in  the 
bud  by  the  vigilance  of  those  in  power,  and  the 
miserable  attempt  soon  gained  the  oblivion  it  de- 
served.* There  can  be  no  better  policy  than  to 
meet  occasions  like  these,  however  trivial  in  them- 
■ehres,  with  prompt  energy,  until  in  our  new  Pro- 
vince nearly  all  are  satisfied ! 

We  regret  that  we  have  now  to  record  a  dark  shadow 
in  the  picture  of  our  Narrative — nothing  loss  than 
the  murder  of  one  who  has  figured  in  these  pages  on 
several  occasions — than  whom  a  braver  soldier  never 
stepped — Captain  Thomas  Latter  !  He  was  found 
dead  in  his  bed  on  the  morning  of  the  Btli  of  Decem- 
ber ;  and  on  examination,  one  fatal  and  two  severe 

*  III  this  busineM  the  timely  and  active  exert  ioiin  of  Captain 
Sparks,  the  Deputy  Commianoner,  were  much  i>rai8cd. 
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On  the  14th  of  Deoena« 
of  India  made  his  second  r 
ni«  fonner  on«  An„*u   u.j 
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Uar.  The  Admiral,  the  General,  a  Deputy  Coiii- 
missioner,  and  numerous  others,  had  passed  away  ! 
But  if  Providence  had  thus  ordered  it,  there  was  a 
•atisfaction  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  head  of  the  Indian 
GoTemment  in  the  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  a  fair 
Province  had  been  rescued  from  tyranny  and  oppres- 
■ion,  and  that  she  had  been  set  on  the  right  track  to 
gain  happiness  and  prosperity.  There  was  every 
prospect  of  a  large  harvest;  the  country  seemed 
almost  cleared  of  dacoits ;  commerce,  especially  at 
Baogoon,  had  commenced  in  earnest;  and  according 
to  one  authority  the  aggregate  value  of  the  exports 
and  imports  into  Rangoon  '^  of  articles  paying  duty 
dmJDg  November  and  December,  amounted  to  about 
11  lakhs  of  rupees,''  (L.110,000).  Such  was  the 
dawn  of  prosperity  on  Lord  Dathousie's  arrival  at 
the  capital  of  the  new  Province.  And  strange  enough, 
tvfaile  the  chosen  leader  of  the  **  merchants  of  Tar- 
shiflh,  with  all  the  young  lions  thereof"'  was  at  Ban- 
goon,  determined  to  uphold  the  glory  of  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  race  in  Elastem  Asia,  the  news  reached  India 
that  Turkey  had  fairly  commenced,  aided  by  the 
Great  Western  Powers,  to  curb  the  ambition  of 
Bussia,  and  preserve  its  dominions  from  the  grasp 
of  the  despotic  and  all-absorbing  Czar  ! 


-T    ^IS, 


•?XBS  ?  i«.^A  rmi  ^Mmsi  Vht  H— tr  oa  a  bum 
ji  «;tf  .  L.;ni  rtfalKNiBiR*  v^ai  w>v  about  to  tte 
ip  'jjK  lrr:i-»3i:ti7  is  s  szwNft  of  peace.  Ptoter 
:iiv  L^re«c*  ^^  kaow.  ^x>>iaie%i  dv  c<HBmercial  rdt- 
duo:^  ii  Bui$^  A  J4I  »M^  ff^^n  10  Cliiiia.  Great 
Brltaia  laJ  30w  tak^fii  w  a  iorow  pcahioa  in  the 
•iir^-ci«ja  n  *bt:  i«;w?nr  laod  abcat  the  Mine  time 
ad^  :a«f  ^x^erminsicioa  of  tb?  Maxiitlmi  race  eeemed 
ui^.  Tbiii»  io«*«  xc  ;ftp{N>ar  for  the  present  that  the 
balance  of  powvr  in  ihe  w^jrld  miut  be  kept  up  by 
the  5i<Lnc  *}(  uadooal  and  phvwal  antagooum. 

So  *on^  d4  w*^  Ar»f  prepared  on  all  iidee  for  war 
there  n^xd  Qt.'C  be  :he  d[iij:fat«*$t  apprehension  about 
th»e  powvr  aaJ  rvsi.*urw*  of  Ku5t$ia  or  of  any  other 
>'atiou.  Such  preparation  in  the«e  day»  is  abeolutelj 
nect;«c(ar\'.  The  Indian  aruiy«  according  to  modem 
seenk  ha^s  a  fair  ^hare  of  work  marked  out  for  it — 
to  defend  India — to  drive  the  invader  out  of  Egypt* 
and  meet  him  face  to  fiice  on  the  sacred  soil  of 
Palestine!  The  light  of  British  civilisation  is  to  usher 
in  ^*  the  millennial  day.***  Entertaining  such  bright 
hopes  then«  and  impelled  as  we  are  by  the  force  of 
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encumatanoes  to  increase  our  territories  as  well  as 
to  protect  those  already  gained,  what  need  we  care 
about  the 

•>  Eif^lith  iharer  of  the  inhabitable  sphere. 
Whom  Peraia  bows  to,  China  ill  confines, 
And  India's  homage  waits  when  Albion's  star  declines."* 

To  form  a  consistent  theory  of  general  causes,  it 
appears  to  us,  is  a  human  impossibility.     Neverthe- 
less the  attempt  may  be  left  with  master-minds  like 
those  of  Montesquieu  and  Gibbon.     Should  there  be 
any  such  among  the  Peace  Society,  have  we  not  a 
right  to  expect  a  "Philosophic  History  of  Mankind!'^ 
To  look  at  the  rise,  grandeur,  and  fall  of  empires, 
it  is  well  for  ordinary'  men  to  be  content  \i'ith  the 
general  causes  and  effects  themselves,  without  run- 
ning into  theories  which  are  generally  apt  to  mis- 
lead or  bewilder.     So  we  wrote  seven  years  ago;f 
and  as  the  world  has  been  taking  its  own  way  since 
then,  we  return  to  the  undeniable  fact  that,  after  war, 
the  Gh>Temor-GI«neral  is  about  to  proceed  peacefully 
to  Prome !     His  Lordship  lefSb  Rangoon  for  that  sta- 
tion on  the  17th  of  December ;  and  during  his  resi- 
dence there,  as  at  the  chief  part  of  the  Province,  all 
his  attention  was  given  to  the  present  and  future 
welfare  of  Pegu.    The  three  grand  military  reports 
which  now  became  current  were,  that  two  horse 
batteries  were  to  be  furnished  by  Madras  for  Burmah 
— that  the  order  for  a  medal  granted  by  Her  Most 
Gracious  Majesty  had  been   promulgated  by   the 

*  Campbell.  f  *<  Political  Specnlationii.**~Ort«M,  p.  245. 
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was  to  be  made  against  the  daeoit  Cldef,  M  oang^ 
Crfaoong-gTw.  He«  and  the  other  daeott  CUefii  who 
had  recently  been  gmng  ns  troobb^  wera  pnbablf 
aetine  under  the  orders  of  the  vounger  tNrother  ct 
ibe  King  of  At»— described  a»  ^an  ambttioai  fooL* 
— while  the  King  shewed  his  wiBdom  in  denmg  to 
preserfe  pence  and  promote  eommefcial  aiteteomie. 
Nevertheless  from  snch  opposite  demsiits  it  la  evident 
that  caution  and  strong  meamres  are  reqnieiie  in 
dealing  with  raeh  a  Coort.  And  this  appeared  to  be 
well  understood  bj  the  anthontuik  The  diScnkj 
was  one  of  a  distressing  kind;  for  theee  firebraade 
the  dacoita  did  not  direct  their  attacks  againil 
the  British,  but  against  the  onfortnnate  peasants 
who  had  come  under  onr  protection,  vHmoi  thsj 
hoped  to  drive  bv  force  into  the  Buismsu  territory. 

•Under 
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The  most  vigorous  measures  had  therefore  been 
adopted  and  enforced. 

While  at  Meeaday  the  Oovemor-Greneral  resolved 
to  be  a  principal  actor  in  the  settlement  of  the 
boundary  of  the  new  Province.  Proceeding  six 
milM  northward,  a  point  was  taken ;  three  steamers 
thmidered  forth  each  a  salute  of  21  guns.  A  pillar 
of  demarcation  now  became  the  chief  object  of  atten- 
tion, and  to  it  the  troops  presented  arms.  The 
Cbvemor-General  made  a  short  but  pithy  speech, 
and  we  believe  concluded  with  the  decisive  announce- 
ment that  the  pillar  was  to  be  a  mark  of  the  British 
poeaeasions  for  ever  and  ever !  Three  hearty  British 
eheenweregiven,  and  all  marched  back  to  Meeaday !  * 
At  present  there  is  no  military  post  north  of  that 
■tation,  and  the  line  west  of  the  boundary  extends 
to  the  Arracan  range,  where  it  joins  our  own 
territoiy.  Before  departure  his  Lordship  presented 
the  old  head-man  of  Meeaday  with  an  appropriate 
gift  for  laudable  conduct ;  and  we  may  safely  pre- 
dict ihat  when  that  gold  chain  encircles  the  neck  of 
the  Burman  of  a  future  generation,  British  rule  will 
be  thought  of  with  a  respect  infinitelysurpassing  that 
ever  bestowed  on  the  government,  or  rather  mis- 
government  of  all  the  descendants  of  Alompra  ! 

The  Govemor-Greneral  arrived  at  Bangoon  from 
Prome  on  the  5th  of  January,  and  left  for  Bassein 
on  the  9th,  whence  he  proceeded  to  Calcutta. 

*  Th^etmew — formerly  a  nest  for  daooit»— was  held  bj  a 
BnaLl  force  from  Meeaday.    It  u  ntnatad  about  mx  milee  south. 
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to 

fai  Figm  vkiik  vodU  n^fllf  tibt ! 

pl»o«  of  reeretttMHi  for  all  dimiMW!  of  aooiety  at  the 
■tatioQ.  Is  not  this  literally  beating  swords  nito 
plough-shares!  A  Province  larger  than  Belgium  is 
conquered — its  inhabitants  rescued  from  tyram^ 
and  oppression — and  the  master  mind  who  has  gnided 
the  conquest  leaves  it  a  garden !  The  drcmnstaaoe 
reminds  us  of  Warren  Hastings^  letter  to  Dr  Johnson 
shortly  after  the  death  of  Nuncwnar,  vrtien  the  con- 
queror in  the  deadly  grapple  sat  down  ^^  with  diarao- 
teristic  self-  possession  to  write  about  the  Tour  to 
the  Hebrides,  Joneses  Persian  Grammar,  and  the 
history,  tradition,  arts,  and  natural  [woduotions  of 
India."* 

And  truly,  considering  the  aspect  of  affiurs  in 

Europe  and  Persia,  to  say  nothing  of  Affghanistaa 

or  elsewhere,  one  may  imagine — ^for  the    Indian 

statesman  at  least— the  period  to  be  equally  criticsl 

*  Mscsiilaj. 
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nrith  that  of  troubled  and  distracted  Bengal  in  the 
bwit  oentuiy,  when  the  magical  wisdom  and  decision 
of  Warren  Hastings  taught  us  how  to  consolidate 
an  Empire ! 

We  resume  our  Narrative  by  recording  some  of 
the  remarks  of  Brigadier-General  Sir  John  Gheape, 
K.O.  B.,  on  the  approaching  departure  of  H.  M/s 
51st  K.  O.  L.  I.  for  England,  dated  Promo,  2Uth 
December  1853;  and  we  doubt  not  that  this  gal- 
lant corps  will  long  remember  what  it  has  suffered 
and  achiev^ed  here.  '*  The  annals  of  the  regiment 
may  tell  of  fields  of  greater  note,  but  of  none  in 
which  the  sterling  worth  of  the  regiment  has  been 
more  fully  tried  and  shewn  than  in  its  service  in 
Bormah.  On  many  occasions  the  greatest  gallantry 
has  been  displayed,  and  in  particular  by  a  detachment 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Irby,  in  storming  the 
enemy>  position  in  almost  the  last  action  fought  in 
this  war.""  The  writer  of  these  pages  was  with  them 
at  the  first — and  he  is  happy  in  being  able  to  record 
the  blaze  of  glory  which  shone  so  brilliantly  to  the 
last!  H.  M/s  18th  and  80th  Regiments  had  pro- 
seeded  on  their  way  to  Calcutta  and  England,  after 
mach  distinguished  service  in  this  country.  Our 
liij^y  respected  chaplain,  Mr  Burney,  had  left  the 
atter  corps  at  Shway-Doung,  near  Prome.  Event- 
lally  the  Officers  and  men  of  that  regiment  pre- 
lented  him  with  a  substantial  mark  of  their  esteem, 
md  appreciation  of  the  efficient  manner  in  which  he 
lad   discharged  his  arduous  duties  amidst  all  the 
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of  the  CMden  Foot  to  turn  us  out  of  the  country. 
He  was  held  to  be  in  disgrace  by  the  King,  or  elder 
brother !  But  the  dacoits,  or  in  reality  the  dissatis- 
fied portion  of  the  dispersed  Burmese  army,  were  not 
jret  utterly  annihilated.  The  detachment  which  had 
just  arriyed  brought  the  intelligence  that  Captain 
Barry,  commanding  the  Arracan  Local  Battalion, 
had  been  slain  near  Prome  in  an  encounter  with  these 
desperate  sons  of  Burmah.  The  British  detachment 
eoDsisted  of  a  Company  of  the  10th  B.  N.  I.,  and  a 
number  of  Mugs  ( Arracanese),  under  Captain  Barry. 
Ooming  to  a  jungly  road  the  dacoits  allowed  the 
10th  to  pass,  as  far  as  we  could  learn,  without  moles- 
tation. This  was  contrary  to  their  usual  custom. 
The  Mugs,  however,  were  met  by  a  vigorous  fire. 
Gaptain  Barry  immediately  opened  out  his  men 
into  skirmishing  order,  but  unfortunately  the  gallant 
Officer  was  at  that  time  mortally  wounded.  Lieu- 
tenant Thompson  was  also  hit,  and  some  25 
men  on  this  disastrous  occasion  were  numbered 
among  the  killed  and  wounded. 

Now  may  be  said  to  have  commenced  the  flare 
of  the  lamp  of  dissatisfaction,  before  its  final  close, 
which  we  trust  will  not  shew  its  light  farther  than 
in  the  few  incidents  which  now  remain  to  be  re- 
corded. If  it  does  to  any  great  extent  Ava  must 
iall,  and  the  dynasty  of  Alompra  must  be  ex- 
terminated. This  has  been  threatened  by  Lord 
Dalhousie  to  secure  good  behaviour;  and  as  yet 
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tarmeBB  were  said  to  be  in  great  force  at  Yamu-> 
layn,  or  Bamnthayn ;  *  about  half-way  thither  is 
BDgain — ^nearly  80  miles  from  Tonghoo— both  on 
le  direct  road  to  Ava.  The  capital  is  some  80  or 
)  miles  almost  due  north  from  Yamuthayn.  Mr 
"Biley,  the  Assistant  Commissioner,  had  hither- 
>  eonfined  his  tours  in  the  district  chiefly  to  the 
rath  and  west,  but  had  eventually  proceeded  some 
itanoe  to  the  northward,  when  it  was  found  neces- 
ity  to  remove  several  obstacles  evidently  placed  in 
IT  way.  This  indefatigable  Officer  of  course  accom- 
mied  Major  Allan.  On  the  morning  of  the  24th 
'  Jamiary  the  small  force  marched  out  of  Tonghoo. 
he  first  intelligence  of  it  was  received  on  the  mor- 
ing  of  the  26th;  there  had  been  a  skirmish  at 
Aleen,  17  miles  distant,  in  which  two  Europeans,  a 
amghur  Irregular,  and  two  Natives  were  wounded. 
»  was  now  quite  natural  to  suppose  that  we  should 
ive  to  fight  every  inch  of  our  way  to  the  boundary, 
hich  was  to  be  in  a  straight  line  with  the  point 
losen  six  miles  north  of  Meeaday.  Immediately 
1  receipt  of  the  news  from  Kaleen  the  Brigadier 
spatched  Dr  Beautfleur  and  20  Sikhs,  with  a  few 
nropeans,  to  aid  the  small  force  in  case  of  more 
>po8ition.  On  the  same  day  of  excitement  two  how- 
Eers  were  also  ordered  to  be  kept  in  readinesis  to  pro- 
ed  northward  at  a  moment^s  notice.  Had  a  Third 
armese  War  really  commenced!    Could  the  Bur- 

•  See  Sketch  Map  at  commencoment  of  Narrative  of  the  Operor 
n$  at  Rangoon  in  1852.    Nangatn  is  there  inadvertently  omitted. 
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«ii»t«wciimn%iitfeob!  ^VHb  »  direct  Iftiul 
ivH*iit  ctn  Aim  in  irar  paw^  oti  ooi!  stdis  and  wilb  t 
wBtrr  nK?v^TtiMiit  bv  meiioii  of  tbe  Ught  cmA  on  tKt 
Ir?aw94liljr  on  tho  olher,  «erd  tlti3]r  twH-  niirBri  thai 
w<*  ctiitkl  rimimT«iit  tik*9  Enptre  m  npita  of  eta? 
flilliettlty,  if  tti«Y  proroked  os  to  do  ao !  We  beGcfQ 
that  thifli  wa*  (M^t^lj  wtfll  uod*.*r»tood  li<5yr>fid  Ntth 
gaiE'-froni  wbkh  pbftce^  it  wmi  fully  bt^ieTed^  men 
hiul  boon  dHichi*d  to  opfKwe  our  progreaa  to  tit 
northward* 

another  skhrmidi  on  coming  into  Tewah,  nine  nnkf 
beyond  Kaleen.  On  this  occasion  the  enemj  were 
in  some  force  in  the  jonglee,  and  Lieutenant  ChranI 
of  the  Fusiliers  received  a  wound  in  the  arm.  Some 
two  or  three  natives,  including  a  Burmese  guide, 
were  also  shot  down.  Lieutenant  P.  A.  Browii 
was  now  ordered  out  to  supply  the  place  of  Lieu- 
tenant Grant.  He  started  with  three  Fusifiers,  and 
eventually  reached  the  camp  m  perfect  safety.  On 
the  termination  of  this  last  affiur  Major  Alfaui 
received  a  communication  from  the  Ooung  of  Nao- 
gain,  asking  what  right  he  had  to  come  northward. 
He  replied  that  he  had  come  merely  to  marie  the 
boundary  line;  that  he  would  proceed  to  the  point 
required ;  and  he  cautioned  the  Goung  therefora 
against  any  further  opposition.  The  29th  passed 
away  without  any  fresh  news  from  the  camp,  when 
Brigadier  Williams,  naturally  anxious  about  the 
small  force,  wisely  resolved — should  no  letter  pr»- 
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TJoody  arriye  from  Major  Allan — ^to  send  out  on 
the  moRow  a  strong  detachment  with  two  how- 
iiiers,  to  reinforce  or  furnish  a  garrison,  as  might 
be  required,  for  any  position  chosen. 

Am  *^  tight ""  a  little  force  as  ever  went  forth 
ardent  for  martial  adventure,  left  Tonghoo  accord- 
ingly, at  three  p.  m.  on  the  30th  instant,  under  the 
eonunand  of  Lieutenantp^Golonel  Poole,  5th  M.N. I., 
and  consisted  of  a  strong  detachment  of  Sikhs  under 
Ueatenant  Williams;  one  of  Madras  Fusiliers 
ooder  Lieutenant  Seton;  one  of  Madras  Sappers 
onder  Lieutenant  Shortland ;  and  a  detachment  of 
Madras  Artillery  (European),  with  two  24-pounder 
howitzers  and  a  rocket  tube. 

It  was  quite  dark  when  we  arrived  at  Yagay,  a 
distance  of  eight  or  nine  miles,  where  we  remained  all 
night — some  on  this  occasion  sleeping  under  a  tree, 
others  under  a  bullock-garie ;  but  the  majority  had 
their  fSaces  sheltered  only  by  the  heavens,  and  fortu- 
nately none  suffered  from  the  dew,  although  another 
night  of  such  repose  would  have  shown  many  on  the 
siok  report.  The  order  was  to  travel  as  lightly  as 
possible,  so  where  there  were  no  houses  no  other 
alternative  presented  itself  than  that  of  sleeping  in  the 
open  air.  This  a  soldier  often  rather  likes  than  other- 
wise, but  it  is  a  dangerous  experiment  in  Burmah  ! 

Before  starting  for  Kaleen,*  on  the  morning  of 
the  31st,  a  messenger  arrived  from   Major  Allan 

*  Nemr  Kaleen  there  is  a  remarkable  bridge,  about  1,400  yards 
long. 
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mill  a  (%arli«f|  fnr  tbo  Brigadier  cmmtuMufisMc  Totii^ 
hmi.     iliA%mA  PikiIo  luiviti)^  opi!Qed  wfasteittlDedthi 
|irl^d[iaL  comtiiutii<^uon,  found  it  to  b»  ilsled&Qn 
Mro^liltlii^  atomt  41f  ttiili^  in  m  oortlierljr  jtreoiioa 
hfiiti  Toiigjboo,     Cftplntn  6      in  foriKt  hail  met  witk 
0ltmifi  opiMMttion  while  proceeding  to    MvcHkUi. 
Bniit¥mrki,  iMfarpii  alivr  the  lluruiei)«  fjulijAc^  aiid 
#v%rv  v&riirtv  cif  rude  fortific^tiaii  hiu)  been  bnioght 
into  plity  to  oppotfe  our  pnogreiui.     %V'£!  refrretted  tio 
ttmni  tliat  the  g«llsttl   Oiptiiici  had  been  mevmdj 
wcMinded  whilo  ii'iultng  on  kt«  Tnen^  who*  with  the 
Hikhfi,  dajihtvl  fmrlnjiMly  into  tho  jun^K  doing 
execution  among  the  astonished  enemy.     At  the 
assault  on  Nat-toon,  or  the  Spirit  Hill — a  spacioiis 
eminence  about  four    miles    from   Myo-khla — the 
affair  became  a  serious  one.     The  Bunneee  had 
to  be  repelled  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.     In 
addition  to  Oaptain  Oeils,  six  or  eight  Fosilien 
and  two  or  three  Natives,  indodii^  a  Sikh,  were 
wounded.      The    5th   M.  N.  I.    and    the    Madras 
Sappers,  highly   distinguished    themselyes  by  the 
efficient  performance  of  the  yarions  duties  entnwied 
to  them.     Lieutenant  P.  A.  Brown  succeeded  Oap- 
tain Oeils  in  the  command  of  the  force  at  Myo-khla. 
We  afterwards  learned  that  this  Officer  accompanied 
Major  Allan  to  the  boundary  point  immediately 
opposite  Mahaw,  about  six  miles  beyond  Myo-khla, 
having  crossed  and  recrossed  the  Sitang  river,  which 
here  wends  its  way  northward,  broad  and  deep,  with 
some  fine  hills  in  the  distance.     There  was  opposi- 
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tion  to  the  lant ;  but  the  object  had  been  achieved, 
and  the  boondary  line  had  been  marked  48  miles 
from  Tonghoo,  as  near  as  possible  in  a  line  with 
six  mOes  north  of  Meeaday !  The  Government 
had  not  given  any  final  orders  regarding  the  ex- 
treme point  of  boundary  to  the  east.  Before  this 
ean  be  done  the  country  must  be  surveyed,  or  at 
least  reconnoitred.  Such  progress  will  lead  us 
among  the  tribes  of  Karens,  of  whose  productions, 
manners,  and  customs,  we  have  little  information ; 
the  splendid  hills  running  north  and  south  beyond 
the  Sitang  river,  at  a  distance  of  eight  or  ten  miles 
from  Tonghoo,  *  are  likewise  peopled  by  some 
of  these  tribes,  and  in  a  few  years  more  wo  may 
expect  to  find  Bed  Karens  wheeling  with  right  good- 
will into  the  ranks  of  civilisation  !  Before  then 
numerous  roads  will  have  been  made,  drains  will 
have  been  cut,  jungle  will  have  been  cleared  away, 
and  we  shall  see  new  cantonments  peopled  and 
garrisoned,  all  through  the  energy  of  the  ubiquitous 
Anglo-Saxon  race !  We  understand  that  the  Gover- 
nor-General has  determined  to  have  the  road  between 
Ghittagong  and  Prome  completed  before  the  next 
monsoon. 

In  the  month  of  February  Lieutenant  Ward,  I.N., 
arrived  at  Tonghoo,  having  surveyed  the  Sitang  river 
to  this  station,  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  us  with 

•  Latitude  18"  66' ;  lonfi^tudo  had  not  been  taken.  Accord- 
ing to  Dr  Mackay,  latitude  of  Prome  is  18J^  and  the  longi- 
tude 9«J\ 
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Not  findii^  Major  Allan  at  Myo-khla,  Colonel 
Poole  took  immediate  steps  for  the  discovery  of  the 
adYenturous  detachment.  But  all  doubt  was  at  an 
end  on  ihe  morning  of  the  following  day,  intelli- 
gence having  arrived  from  Lieutenant  Maud,  5th 
M.  N.  I. — ^who  was  only  one  march  distant  (at 
Thigarah,)  with  30  Sikhs  and  four  days'  provisions 
for  our  force — that  the  detachment  escorting  the 
Commiiwrioner  was  returning  to  Tonghoo;  he  like- 
sent  instructions  from  that  authority  that  we 
I  also  to  return.  The  same  day  Lieutenant  Maud 
arrived  in  camp  with  loaded  elephants,  and  the  hearty 
hrave-looking  Sikhs.  Had  Moung-Bhwa,  with  his 
5,000  men  paid  us  a  visit  at  this  time,  we  think  our 
gallant  Colonel  would  have  given  him  an  admirable 
specimen  of  our  prowess,  although  the  proportion  of 
fighting  men  would  have  been  greatly  in  favour  of 
the  Burmese,  or  about  twenty  to  one  !  but  it  was 
evident  they  feared  us, — in  every  part  of  the  world 
the  best  security  for  peace, — so  we  marched  back  to 
Tonghoo  in  a  manner  worthy  of  the  most  peaceful 
members  of  the  immaculate  Peace  Society,  for  we 
did  not  fire  a  shot ! 

We  arrived  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  February, 
and  found  that  no  definite  orders  were  yet  to  be 
given  about  the  post  near  the  frontier.  On  the  10th 
Major  Allan,  with  the  Sikhs  and  a  rocket  tube,*  left 

♦  With  a  small  party  of  the  D  Company,  3d  Battalion  Artillery, 
under  Corporal  Taylor.  The  writer  was  now,  and  had  hcen  for  a 
considerable  time,  in  sole  command  of  the  Artillery  at  Tonghoo. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY 

PAPEBS   AND   NOTES. 


GENERAL   GODWIN  8   FAREWELL   ADDRESS  TO  THE 
ARMY  OF  BURMAH.  * 

The  Major-Qeneral  is  about  to  resign  the  command  of 
the  anny^ — an  army  that  for  one  year  and  four  months  has 
not  given  the  Major-Qeneral  one  hour  of  trouble  or 
anxiety.  Whether  in  the  field  or  in  quarters  its  admirable 
oondact  has  held  an  even  course.  It  is  a  singular  (sMt 
tliat  with  troops  of  three  distinct  Services^  of  which  this 
Force  has  been  composed,  not  one  collision  of  interests  has 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Major-General — all  has 
been  harmony ;  and  the  good  of  the  service  on  whjch  the 
Force  has  been  employed  has  been  the  prevailiug  and  first 
consideration  of  the  combined  whole. 

Such  creditable  bearing  must  increase  the  painful  feel- 
ings of  the  Major- General  to  know  he  is  leaving  so 
excellent  a  Force,  which  he  has  never  been  absent  from 
one  day — sharing  as  he  has  done  in  its  triumphs  in  the 
field  and  living  with  it  in  its  quarters, — so  that  he  does 

*  Duted  Prome,  27th  July  1853. 
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aot  POlMiiier  the  subject  he  m  now  addmatag  to  Uken  m 
mmA  in  the  Ugkt  of  a  Fajewell  Addre^  as  &  i^tbnony  ol 
die  WBimest  feelrngs  towards  hi^  brcrtJieT  ealdiem.  [Tim 
Genenly  after  acknowledging  tbe  semcee  af  the  Stad", 
indiTidiuilly  and  collectiTely,  proceeds.]  Tbe  Mjijor- 
GeiMnd  bege  to  offer  bis  warmest  Ihaaki  to  Brigadier* 
(}eneiil  Sir  J,  Cbeape,  K,  C  B-,  and  to  Brigadier-Geneiml 
8.  W,  Steel,  C.  B.  ;  to  tbe  Brigsdieri  of  ibe  «Tcr»l 
BngiididBf  and  to  tbe  Oticera  comniaodlng  Re^metit*,  for 
ili«r  ocmstant,  iraloable,  aad  cbeerful  sDpport,  by  wbidi 
alone  lie  bas  lieen  able  to  BUistaiii  tbe  boDonnible  trait 
lepoeed  in  bim  by  GoremmanL  [In  tbe  Address  reiy 
flattering  mention  is  made  of  Majors  Maybe w,  Ajkn, 
Boolderson,  Bndd,  and  Fiaser/— a  galaxy  of  energy  and 
talent  that  woold  do  honour  to  any  army.  The  "  braye 
and  ever  ready  Sappers"  are  likewiae  highly  commended. 
Liberal  thanks  are  also  bestowed  on  Brigadier  Fooid  and 
the  Artillery  of  both  Prendencies  ;  on  Superintending 
Surgeon  Montgomerie^  and  die  Medical  Officers  ef  Begi- 
ments  ;  and  on  our  excellent  Chaplains  the  Beverend  H. 
B.  Burney  and  the  Reyerend  J.  W.  Bnll.  The  Qeneial 
eridently  does  his  best  to  wish  a  kind  fiurewell  to  alL] 


I 


*  The  indefatigable  Bengal  Eogineery  at  whoee  biddiflf 
towns  rose  as  if  by  magic,  where  all  before  waa  desolation  and 
min. 
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MOBTALITT  AMONG   THE  TROOPS   IN   BVRMAH 
DURING  THE  WAR. 

Frequent  aJlnsion  has  been  made  in  the  Narrative  to  the 
beaKh  of  the  troops  employed  in  the  operations.  This 
being  a  subject  of  vast  importance,  especially  as  concern- 
ing the  probability  of  oar  being  in  time  to  come  urged  on 
to  fiirther  conquest  in  Eastern  Asia,  the  writer,  with  a 
riew  of  rendering  his  Work  as  useful  as  possible  for  a 
reference  now  and  hereafter,  begs  to  submit  the  following 
matter  to  his  readers.  At  page  15  of  the  Narrative  of 
OperaiwM  at  Rangoon  in  1852,  it  is  stated  from  an 
Offidal  Return  that  in  the  First  Burmese  War,  ^during  the 
first  year  3^  per  cent  of  the  troops  were  killed  in  action, 
while  45  per  cent  perished  from  disease.  In  the  ensuing 
year  the  mortality  decreased  one-half;  but  the  total  loss 
daring  the  war  amounted  to  72^  per  cent  of  the  troops 
engaged.**  We  were  surprised  to  see  a  statement  in  June 
purporting  to  be  from  the  Annual  Returns,  that  in 
the  Second  Burmese  War,  "  during  the  past  year,  54 
European  Officers,  1,353  European  soldiers,  and  probably 
aboYO  2,000  Sepoys  have  perished  in  Burmah ;"  includ- 
ing all  who  have  from  time  to  time  gone  away  on  medical 
certificate,  the  £Eu;ilities  for  which  have  been  very  great 
during  the  recent  Campaigns.  These  figures  may  be  cor- 
rect, but  in  our  opinion  they  can  scarcely  be  so.  With 
an  army  more  than  double  the  size  of  ours  in  the  First 
War,  which   lasted  nearly  two  yearp,  the  grand  total 
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of  Euopeui  OiEoen  killed  wad  dcccucd  aaouted  to  65 
Batire  comwiwM«ed,  noa-eoauBUBOiMdl  auk  mod.  fiLs 
1,429;  non-commissioned  auk  mud  file  EBTopeuu.  3,1M  ; 
and  extn  killed,  deceued,  mnd  miaang.  450.      At  kstf 
been  obeeired  elsewhere,  the  pnTmtioBs  and  mScnng§  oi 
the  tioops  doling  the  Fint  Wmr  vcre  inficitelT  gienter 
than  what  hare  been  endnred  bjr  ■&     MonaJitT  thnwgb- 
oat  the  recent  Campaigns  has  been  exuitlj  Tenable  in 
its  chanurter;  the  Angel  of  Death  continBaUT  shifting  hii 
qnarten,  and  often  abiding  in  those  places  where  he  was 
least  expected.    On  one  or  twooecaskni — as  will  hare  beta 
seen  in  the  course  of  the  Xanadre — he  n^e  a  stcadj 
residence  at  Prome.     Since  lecowii^  the  ^eaii^  of  Uec- 
teuanu  Pilmer  and  Montgomenr  v4  K.  M/<  '  I  *;  iao  >».nfl 
Rejimenta,  we  have  now  to  ao-i  lo  li*  lis:  iLe  n^c^  d 
L;e;::enam-CvloDel  Coote,  H.  M.'s  3  >;L  R.  I.,  at-J  Li*^..:*ri42t 
ClUL-Iid,  4».iih  B.X.I.     Thefcrcirr  jrxlliz;  C^^cer. ::  ^l 
W  rfmembered.  c»minande*i  ibe  siorslz.^  I«*^J  **  -^ 
aiL&ck  on  the  Great  Sh-;4-I>a^»a  rsr*>ii.     Ti*e  Q::e«*s 
E'rirl^it-Si*  Lave  oerainlT  stai^i  c:-::*:  ieral-Ij  :n  x};*  mor- 
:aI::v  i4  lie  war.     Tine  CosapsLT**  Kc-jiaecis  Lire  r^s 
!::::>?  fon^saie-   «!>f  the  fonner  we  have  lo  exact  f:&«i?iic» : 
bz:  a  ivlenKj  acc::n:*  iiea  will  tare  1«siki  ir^rei  irva 
wL*:  is  WT-Hca  :n  :le  f-rrj»:-:i:g  CLapiers.     Ti*  Miiin^ 
tr.xr'S.  vz  lif  w"i:!e.  niav  >-*  siii  :<  Lave  i;irent»i  lese 
?Vt~  :if  5-:zj3lI.     Bv  ;ie  r-i  of  Mar  iaii.  -.ct  of  1 '.■•-♦ 
E^r.r-:*-  Brrirt»I  Anlllf-rrnr^i:  wi.-:-  eaase   :o  Bi^rrah  i: 
iie  o:— —-i-^r-rirz;  ::  li-e  war.  zt-wari*  ot  4*.»  Lu  die*! 
vT-^T  :c  iaj  i-:V'  E^r.-jieaz  M»dr»?  Anil^rriseE.  :p  :o  i:.e 
ftt— V   lis?:,  r-.u  r:-:r»  i^at  lie  a><vf  i^=:<er  La-i  die"!- 
7**f  >fr^  E^LTvctar  7,?il:f^*  iav*  :if*r-  i_  re  f^T^reir 
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^^•Had  iluui  the  Madna.  From  the  oonvenienoe  of  a  fre- 
^Hent  eommanication  between  Rangoon  and  Calcatta,  the 
^gal  Sepoys  hare  been  enabled  when  siok  and  nnfit  for 
^^  to  Tint  their  oonntry  in  conriderable  numbers,  not- 
^itfastaoding  this  advantage  we  are  not  sure  if  their  bill 
rf Bortalitj  is  less  than  the  Madras.  In  the  5th  M.N.I., 
vUdi  came  to  Rangoon  from  Kjonk  Phjoo,  in  Arracan, 
•4  dimale  not  partiodarlj  healthy — ^from  Jane  1852  to 
JiB6  1853  the  deaths  have  been  88  men.  From  June 
to  August^  at  Tonghoo,  they  have  lost '25 — total  113. 
Conidflring—- as  has  been  well  remarked — that  ''all 
I  countries  are  at  first  unfftvourable  to  the  health  of 
;***  and  itmaybe  added,  to  that  of  NativeSepoys 
abn^  there  is  nothing  very  alarming  in  the  aspect  of  the 
mortality  among  the  troops  in  Bnrmah.  Before  drawing 
attention  to  some  interesting  Tables  kindly  famished  as  by 
the  Officer  commanding  the  1st  Madras  European  Regiment 
of  Fosilieis,  it  may  be  remarked  that  the  first  is  to  shew  the 
bv  casualties  in  the  Fusiliers  since  the  day  of  landing  at 
Rangoon  till  the  end  of  August  1853,  as  compared  with 
other  European  regiments  in  Burmah.  The  second  Table 
is  to  shew  the  salubri^  of  Tonghoo  from  the  few  casualties 
in  thai  corps — six  in  five  months.  The  third  Table  will 
interest  those  who  make  investigations  into  probable  causes 
in  producing  certain  effects,  as  it  shews  the  quantity  of 
arrack  drank  by  431  men  in  five  months  at  Tonghoo. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  Dr  Robertson  of  H.  M's.  13th 
Regiment — reputed  as  one  of  the  best  informed  practi- 
tioners for  Indian  m&ladies — that  during  the  siege  of  Jel- 
lalabad  he  had  no  sickness,  and  attributed  it  entirely  to  the 

*  On  the  22d  of  April  the  Service  lost  a  very  fine  young 
Officer,  Lieutenant  ITarris,  19th  M.N.I. ,  of  the  Sappers,  who  died 
at  Sitang. 

D  2 
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imf-.S!?ibility  of  obtaiDiiig  liquor.  From  this,  by  casting 
t^  eje  oTcr  the  Table  now  jmsented,  perhaps  an  infeieiiee 
naj  be  diawn  from  the  few  caraahiM  at  Tonghoo^— 
ool J  to  five  men,  (one  of  whom,  the  Qouier 
,  £ed  from  apoplexy  the  day  after  airiTal) 

i  aa  the  liquor  diank  for  fire  monthi  at  thiB  ititioB 
doQi  BOl  gire  on  an  average  abore  half  adram  to  each m^ 
ibepnfiipoBtioB  to  infectioiu  diaeaBea,  which  alwayBfos- 
den  thcB  more  £Mal  where  strong  diinks  are  indnlged  is, 
kas  HOC  been  seen  here.    The  GoTenunent  allowaaoe  of 
hqmor — two  dianis  a-day  when  porter  is  not  iaraed— ia 
aaapJe  for  the  men ;  and  it  wonld  appear  to  be  iece»- 
aaiy  to  health  in  such  a  dimate  as  Bnnnah.    Often  hare 
we  keaid  the  highly  respectable  Sergeant  say—''  I  eoild 
Mt  get  on  Sir  witfaont  my  dram !"    In  the  heary  moD- 
aooa  the  sentiy  is  reliered  bom  his  duty  in  the  monin^; 
be  ii  wet  eoldy  and  adiing^-«  diam  to  him  thra  ia  wortk 
an  oeean  of  physic:    The  sobriety  of  the  men  of  the  Fsa- 
Bui    than  is'mnc^tolike  in  that  word  so5rM^,  ii  is* 
|£et  a&r-MSOAiy  whereas  Tola/ JteMMiws  has  no  hfBtf 
oandewr  ahovt  it     The  sobriety  of  the  Madias  Foflliei* 
^»  g^T.  ax  Tonfhoo.  has  been  the  leading  cause  of  *> 
kw  cascaTikf  baring  oocorred  among  them  ;  and  tbe 
asDf  may  be  said  of  the  Company  of  Madras  Europeao 
AniljffJ  aader  the  charge  c^  the  writer  of  this  NanatiTe. 
A5  regards  the  foldier-like  appearance  and  general  bebt- 
Twtr  ii  the  Company  s  European  troops,  they  will  not 
5cf(r  by  coaparison  with  the  best  Eoropean  troops  in 
laie  wccli.  in  spite  of  some  miserable  calomnies,  founded 

;  OB  icnoranw!,  brought  at  home  against  them. 


SsuM  n  riling  the  ahore^  a  most  interesting  docmneDt 
tf  aff«eaz«^  pi\^«ng  to  be  a  List  of  OflScers  who 
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kit  cither  been  killed,  died,  or  woanded,  or  who  hare 
ken  compelled  to  leave  Bnrmah  since  the  commence- 
aant  of  the  war^  up  to  the  12th  of  Jane  1853:  Thns, — 


Kmed 

and 

Wounded. 

8.O.* 

DMd. 

BmlNaTyy-    • 

Ibcumi  Navy  mnd  BeDgttl  Marine, 

H.  IL's  18th  Roval  lAh, 

lI.lL'e51jtK.6.L.I.,     

10 

4 

9 
6 

7 
23 

4 

5 

1 

8 

4 

9 

H,  IL's  80th  Regiment,     

5 

3 

3 

Btafl^      ...    

4 

2 

8 

Madvai  Artilleiy,***    

4 

1 

7 

iHwigiil  ArtiJlerjr,  ••     •••    •••    ••• 

... 

2 

... 

BmI  EngineerB,       

Ma&M  En^eers,      

1 
3 

2 
2 

2 

6 

Jjensal  ifosiiiorB,  •••    •••    •••    ••• 

2 

... 

1 

Imgiilar  Gavalrj,       

0th  Madrw  Native  Infantry,     ... 

... 

2 

1 
2 

9th  Madras  Natire  Infantry,    ... 

"i 

2 

3 

19th  Madias  Native  Infimtiy,  ... 

... 

... 

1 

Ut  Madias  Native  Infantry,     ... 

... 

1 

1 

85th  Madias  Native  In&ntry,  ... 

4 

1 

11 

4th8ikh^      

... 

2 

... 

40th  Bengal  Native  Infantry,  ... 

5 

>•• 

1 

07th  Bengal  Native  Infantry,  ... 
•iOth  Ma£as  Native  Infantry,  ... 

3 

1 

1 

1 

58 

45 

89 

The  Madias  Fnsiliers,  of  wlHch  corps  a  perfect  statement 
ii  given  in  the  snbjoined  Table,  contains  in  this  list  4  s.  a 
This  is  a  rather  more  nnmerons  bill  of  mortality  than  we  at 
fiztt  supposed,  although  the  list  is  drawn  out  to  the  utmost 
■tatiatical  length,  some  being  set  down  who  did  not  die  in 
Buimah.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  the  two 
most  unfortunate  regiments  in  point  of  Officers,  have 
been  the  51st  K.  0.  L.  I.  and  the  d5th  M.  N.  I. 

*  On  Sick  Certificate. 


1  s 


«^  — 1  .I^aWl  iT^ULTSX. 


I  I      1 


I     1     I      I 


i    4    r  i   r    5    3 


«^«    Ik:.    «7^«k 
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IlI.^UANTITY  of  ARRACK  israed  at  Hiad-Quartus 
during  the  Months  specified  below. 


1 

1 

1 

1 

April,    UBL 

410 
B7 
»4 
IM 

101 

SI 

11 
S7 

S4 

4n 

430 
420 

498 
427 

Ncftrlj      l|th    drams  per  man  daily. 

■  ■              7'lvSllS     ••             ••             •• 

Urn  than  7-lOtha    ., 
M«arl,       4^ha     "          ',\          W 
„           3AtbM      „          t,           „ 

TWsI.   . 

1986'     3 

U46 

General  aTerage^etbe  dram  p.  man  dally. 

i«il>^  fWlMiMit  %  1^  tt  ^Mk  ^  yUii%  IM%  inm  wUdi 

III  *»  Vi^ttu^  <rf  JbMHT  MSa^  «kft  Britiali  fcm 

m  Wd(y  nof  tiiwut  tfr— 


Mttck  Ml  bj  tke  tmj,  Md  it  Wb^ 


Itsa^boiofy 


to  pMvMe 
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the  necesaitj  of  an  advance  by  land  upon  the 
eapitaly  the  Gk^vernor-General  decided  on  dispatching  200 
elephants  by  way  of  Assam  and  the  borders  of  Arracan, 
whkh,  eoteiing  the  yalley  of  the  Irrawaddy  throngh  the 
Tong^oo  F^  should  proceed  immediately  to  Prome  and 
join  the  head-quarters  of  the  army  under  General  Godwin. 
With  a  small  escort  of  Sepoys  under  the  command  of 
Otplain  Baogh  of  the  26th  Bengal  Light  InJflBUitry,  this 
eaotmoQB  liying  column  oonunenced  its  march.  The 
frontier  line  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Arracan  was 
haU  by  the  68th  B.  N.  I.  and  the  Arracan  Battalion, 
ttder  the  command  of  Major  Maling  and  Captain  Barry, 
nd  a  strong  detachment  of  H.  M.'s  18th  R.  I.  and  4th 
Rkhs,  under  command  of  Major  Edwards,  marched  from 
Frome  to  receive  charge  of  the  elephants  and  reinforce  their 
tBOort  whilst  proceeding  through  the  Tonghoo  Pass  into 
Ptogn.  [Then  follows  a  detailed  account  of  Captain 
Nvthall's  successful  capture  of  the  strong  stockade  of 
Naieghain,  or  as  a  London  critic  expressively  styles  the 
kai,  **  the  brilliant  taking  of  the  Aeng  Pass.*'  Captain 
Sutherland  being  left  in  command  of  the  stockade  he  had 
so  gallantly  captured,  all  fears  regarding  the  safety  of 
the  elephants  or  their  escort  were  at  an  end.] 


About  75  miles  to  the  eastward  of  Bassein  the  Burmese 
had  strongly  intrenched  themselves  in  a  stockade  which 
they  had  erected  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Duggah  Creek, 
and  had  not  only  planted  some  small  guns  within  their 
entrenchments,  but  had  staked  the  creek  from  bank  to 
bank,  with  a  view  of  preventing  the  possibility  of  an 
attack  or  approach  by  water.     From  this  stockade  bands 


SClif. 


Ur  --ii^ut!::*    c  n-i 
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[We  hsTe  briefly  narrated  the  insurrection  at  Beling  in 
the  NanaftiTe,  and  the  doings  of  the  gallant  detachment  of 
the  lei  M.  N.  I.  nnder  Captain  Wright  and  Ensign 
Newdiek  of  tliat  Regiment.]  It  was  then  at  once  deter- 
■laed  to  xo-captore  Beling.  The  Governor-General  dis- 
patched  four  Companies  of  the  2d  Bengal  Enropeans  to 
oeenpy  Monlmein,  while  a  column  advanced  against  Moung- 
Gomg.  Through  the  indefiEitigable  exertions  of  the  troops 
—men  of  the  49th  and  1st  M.  N.  I.^  a  company  of  Bengal 
Fuilien  ftom  Sitan^  and  a  small  detail  of  Madras 
AitiUeiy — and  the  marked  zeal  of  Colonel  Bogle,  Captain 
Berdmore,  Majors  Hall  and  Gottreux,  and  others,  Beling 
was  re-captured,*  and  Captain  Berdmore  offered  a  reward 
of  1,000  rupees  for  Moung-Goung. 

*  19th  April 


I  tfeeM^nA  of  iLetfiMifii 
nal  im  GpvmI  maceKfy 

"^ftam  ¥nist  of  t^  Ct& 

f  ■iiliyi  a  Cmdl  f«h 

ifib«BK>Ti  zfi  tlitii^4i>y  Hat 


vidck  le^pond  Ike  stwMlcutioB.  Tlweoadveiof^ 
OfiMRwd  MB  nair  &e  oQiUMd  cT  Major  MiwAiii  k 
€»tatledtotke1dgke8lpais&.*  'NotUng,'*  kb  Lotddiip  m 
Condi  oliecrrn, ''eovM  laiT«  WcB  belter  Md  ImTcr  tkn 
dieb  beui]^  dooi^lMMt  Ike  wkofe  albir,  and  grml  cn£t 
i8dae,«p«aiDytolMwiiHiiilliaigey«adBiMigBBoileM-* 
Ake !  that  we  ekoaU  kaTe  kid  to  mmd  tiie  deadi  of 
tke  latter  fae  joo^OCeer  n  Ike 
agaiaat  Xjat-Tooa. 

Nois  S,  page  243. 
jaawomaumtcAM,  aoncxwi 

Apul.— This  is  tke  kottosi  mtmik  in  tiie  jeac    TW 
tkennomeler  mages  danag  tke  daj  from  9(r  to  95*,  aad 

*  GeBenlGodwiB,wko^iaalcftlortotkeBk^;adier,aidtkBi 
tke  &att  oonaitted  b J  tke  Mj^  . 
oa  tke  eotiie  directaon  of  tke  foee  tke  I 
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tiie  hest  IB  very  oppressiye,  especially  daring  the  latter 
part  of  the  months  relieved  however  by  a  breeze  from  the 
loath  and  eoath-west^  which  springs  np  about  10  o'clock 
in  the  forenoon.  Bain  rarely  fidls  in  this  months  althongh 
it  does  in  small  qaantities.  [At  Tonghoo^ 
this  months  the  thermometer  in  houses  stood  at 
105-.] 

Mat.-— Daring  this  month  the  monsoon  changes,  which 
MoaDy  takes  place  from  the  15th  to  the  end^  The  weather, 
till  this  happens,  is  similar  to  that  experienced  last  month. 
Oeflaaonal  showers  and  north-westers  are  frequent  daring 
the  latter  part,  at  times  attended  with  the  most  vivid 
Ughtning  and  loud  thunder.  Average  hXL  of  rain  during 
the  month  about  15  inches. 

JuiTB.— This  may  be  called  the  first  month  of  the  south- 
west monsoon.  The  heavy  rains  which  Ml  now  cool  the 
air  and  encourage  vegetation.  Violent  gusts  of  wind  and 
heavy  sqaalls,  generally  from  the  south,  are  fr^uent^  com- 
monly about  the  middle  of  the  month.  Average  £bAI  of 
rain  40  inches. 

July. — ^This  month  is  attended  with  very  heavy  rains 
and  much  wind ;  the  weather  is  gloomy,  stormy,  and  cool, 
whilst  at  intervals  it  is  £ur  and  mild,  particularly  from 
4  to  7  in  the  afternoon ;  with  so  much  regularity  does 
this  occur,  that  during  this  and  next  month  we  can  almost 
depend  on  23  days  to  enjoy  a  &ir  afternoon.  Average 
fiill  of  rain  from  50  to  60  inches,  though  70  have  been 
known  to  £el11  during  the  month. 

August. — ^The  heaviest  rains  usually  fiEdl  in  this  month. 
The  weather  is  cool  and  pleasant  but  for  the  dampness, 
which  is  very  destructive  to  clothes,  books,  &c.      The 


"EiTEMBER. 1 

tl-e  middle  of  th« 

second  week  of  Oc 

takes  place,  with 

%htmng,  and  thai 

generaUy  light  an, 

Areng9  ikU  of  laii 

0CT0BB».--BI,0» 

«>•  month.    Wind. 

"•"tk-WMt  to  the  ec 

qwnt  daring  the  ey« 

«*';  J>"rin«rthe]a, 

*«l«t  from  the  north., 

">*heerening.    Av« 

NorB»Bn,_T^,j^^ 

«>W«>Mon.    Thedai 

tut  the  night.  ,«  000 
•  dehghtful  b»e«,  fto 

^.<>«'<«k,  changing  , 
«"«« seldom,  and  then 

I>«aannai.-_Thi«i8| 
•dock,  veering  by  the 
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Addemdmm. — With  the  exception  of  increased  heat, 
what  is  said  aboTe  of  December  is  nearly  applicable  to 
Jakuabt  and  February.  The  month  of  March  (torgoo 
hi  in  Barmese,  la  meaning  montk^  for  the  most  part  very 
hot  and  sultry,  with  an  occasional  breeze  for  a  short  period, 
day  and  night  Dnring  this  month  and  the  next  the 
Bnimeee  hold  a  water  feast,  to  hail  a  beneficial  monsoon 
fer  tfa«r  crops;  also  another  water  feast  in  September, 
towards  the  end  of  the  monsoon.* 

Note  3,  page  268. 
HaTingin  the  Chapter  relating  to  Pego,  page  1 26,  remark- 
ed on  the  courage  displayed  by  oar  new  soldiers — ^ihe  Sikhs 
^m  action,  it  will  have  been  seen  also  how  well  theyfought 
during  Sir  John  Cheape*s  operations  near  Donnabew.  They 
seemed  to  possess  by  instinct  the  knowledge  of  how  to 
use  the  British  bayonet  Two  of  their  Officers,  inclading 
their  Ck>mmandant,  disabled  by  wonnds,  and  with  but 
one  European  Officer  to  lead  them,  their  courage  remained 
conspicuous  to  the  last;  vieing  with  that  oi  the  Europeans, 
DOtwithfltanding  all  natural  obstacles,  in  the  gallant  endea- 
vour to  annihilate  the  redoubtable  Chieftain  and  all  his 

followers ! 

Note  4,  page  275. 

When  the  manuscript  of  this  Chapter  had  been  dis- 
patched to  Europe  for  publication,  the  Author  received 

*  According  to  Lieatenant  Chase  (Burffie§e  lland-Book),  the 
true  epoch  of  Bnrman  time  is  the  annihilation  of  Gaudama, 
640  jears  before  Christ.  Time  is  measured  by  lunar  months, 
12  of  which  make  a  common  year,  and  every  third  year  admits 
an  intercalar  month  of  30  days.  A  month  is  diRtinguished  into 
two  parts,  the  waxing  and  the  wane.  The  full  moon  falls  on  the 
16th  of  the  waxing,  the  change  on  the  14th  or  16th  of  tho  wane. 


ITtik  Ve  ill— i  ft4mi  if  ereij  ooe 
t»  b«  inpnged.  Wben  he  got  tboiii 
15  jvfc  fimn  t3u»  hu.mtmmV  he  noartd  ooa  diot  b 
dke  hip  ami  aoudker  a  the  mnn,  ImiI  ^s  £d  not  deter 
kin  xnifce  Inst^snibestillcQiiliBMdtopviboii.  What 
he  {iK  almoM  wi]tiy&  nark  for  ^  acied  swoid  to  begn 
ifii  work,  htf  WIS  shot  r^t  tkio«gk  tke  bodj  ;  aad  thai 
the  bnTe  Afichw  fieU  ! 

Oit  ^  I9di  Sin;gwit-3la9or  Fnj  cf  tke  4tk  SUi 
MiftTed  TtKT  gpHurtlj.  Wkca  we  got  witliiii  80  judi 
of  the  ienil  T  Vreucwock,  aed  mim  man  did  not  more 
fomtd  with  thftt  ftbohj  he  thooght  denimble,  he 
hecmme  alnoet  frantie  with  lageu  To  use  the  giaphie 
Iuig«i^  of  the  nanrntor,  ^  he  hegaa  kkking  wad  strikhig 
£uopiMiit»  aad  NatiTce  i^ght  aad  IbA^  to  make  thea  go 
oa ;  wJ  whiLit  thw  engaged  he  was  killed  dead,  wkh 
^hite  bnllcte  thxoagh  him.** 

WhnteTer  people  onj  aaj  to  the  eontrarj,  incideatt 
inch  ae  theae  are  ahraja  fbnnd  in  the  reaiMa  of  war ; 
and  there  ie  no  aatia&etQij  way  of  aeeovntiog  for 
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In  the  Mine  writer's  opinion,  the  Artillery  were  of  little 
nrriee  in  the  opemtione  against  Myat-Toon.  While  the 
md  was  being  made  for  the  guns  the  In&ntry  were 
flocpoeed  to  the  fire  of  the  breastworks;  and  when  the 
gam  did<xnne  np^  they  did  not  do  sufficient  damage.  On 
tvo  oeoasions  only  were  they  of  any  servioe.  The  roekets 
be  considered  worse  than  oseless.  The  first  rooket  fired 
by  ne  was  tiie  signal  for  the  enemy  to  rush  to  their  arms 
and  open  a  fire  on  ns.  From  onr  proidmity  to  the  breast- 
weiky  and  tiie  tremendous  fire  kept  np  by  the  enemy,  it  is 
womderAil  that  many  more  were  not  killed.  And  snch  is 
Warl 

Note  5,  page  325. 

Next  to  the  expenditnre  of  hnman  life  in  a  war,  ranks 
the  expenditure  of  treasure.  This  latter,  in  an  age  filled 
with  rash  **  economists  and  calculators,"  has  apparently 
been  much  orerrated.  Even  L.2,000,000  sterling  was 
not  too  great  a  price  to  pay  for  the  advantages  gained  by 
the  annexation  of  Pegu.  But  L.920,000  only  is  said  to  be 
a  ''  dose  approxiuiation*'  to  the  cost  of  the  war  for  17 
months.  Among  the  items,  of  course  the  Commissariat 
ehaigee  are  the  principal,  or  L.2 50,000.  In  round  num- 
bers the  expense  of  the  war  therefore  has  been  L. 650,000 
a-year. 

Note  6,  page  899. 

Meeaday,  signifjring  in  the  Burmese  language  "very 
rich/'  was  nearly  deserted  on  onr  oecupation  of  it,  there 
being  scarcely  a  house  in  the  whole  place  in  a  fit  condition 
for  quartering  troops.  There  are  but  few  inhabitants,  and 
a  very  inferior  bazaar.  The  space  occupied  by  the  ril- 
lagers  is  outside  the  south  gate,  extending  100  yards  in 
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APPENDIX    I. 

^^EMORANDA  REGARDING  THE  ATTACKS  ON   MART  ARAN  ON 
THB  10TH  APRIL,  AND  26tH  AND  28tII  MAY  1852. 

CPram  the  Madras  Artillery  Records,  Vol.  xvi,  No.  viii, 
August  1852.] 

On  the  monuog  of  the  1 5th  of  April,  about  half-past  twelve, 
the  Bunnese  appeared  in  force  on  the  plateau  marked  1 ; 
at  the  tame  time  parties  of  the  enemy  attacke<i  our  picquets 
Sy  dy  pkoed  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  camp.  (  Vide  Plan.) 

The  Li^t  Field  Battery,  as  per  margin,*  was  drawn 
up  in  position  on  the  ground  where  the  Artillery  gun 
shed  now  stands;  and  as  soon  as  the  guns  opened  fire  the 
Bnnneee  retired  to  the  party  which  was  attacking  the 
pioqnet  on  the  right.  No.  2  ;  the  enemy  kept  up  a  con- 
tinued fire  from  jingals  and  muskets  until  half-past  three. 
When  the  Burmese  were  driven  from  our  fronts  one  9- 
ponnder  gun  and  one  24-pounder  howitzer  were  thrown 
forward  to  the  right,  so  as  to  bear  upon  the  party  attack- 
ing the  right  picquet)  and  one  9-pounder  gun  was  moved 
to  the  left  to  assist  the  left  picquet 

The  ground  would  not  admit  of  placing  more  guns  in 
theee  positions. 

*  Two  24-pounder  howitzers ;  four  9-ponnder  guns. 

e2 
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When  this  attack  was  made  there  had  been  no  time  to 
stockade  the  place. 

The  stockade  round  the  camp  (which  indndes  the  pkr 
tean  1,)  was  completed  towards  the  end  of  April,  and  it 
haying  been  resolved  not  to  ooonpy  the  Pagoda  Hill,  the 
following  pieces  of  ordnance  *  were  placed  in  poeitioii  so 
as  to  command  all  the  approaches  to  the  place. 

The  jungle  round  the  camp  and  stockade  was  cleared 
to  the  distance  of  about  500  yards. 

On  the  momiDg  of  the  26th  liiaj  the  enemy  advaaoed 
along  the  ridge  of  tho  hill  from  4  to  5,  anolher  party 
came  aloDg  the  road  and  jungle  from  the  North,  firing 
upon  the  Coolies,  and  took  cover  in  a  Poonghee  house  dose 
to  the  small  pagoda  1,  and  distant  200  yaids  from  the 
North  Batteiy ;  a  few  rounds  of  cannister  drove  them  from 
their  cover,  and  in  a  vezy  diort  time  the  Bonneee  were 
compelled  to  seek  skelter  in  the  dense  jungle.  A  third 
party  of  the  enemy  skirmished  from  the  Hill  Pagoda  to  6, 
but  were  dispersed  shortly  after  the  guns  of  the  South 
Battery  opened  fire. 

As  the  Burmese  continued  to  keep  up  an  irregular  fire 
from  the  jungle,  a  party  of  the  49th  Regiment  N.  I., 
was  sent  out  by  the  Hill  Pagoda  to  olear  the  jungle,  but 
coming  across  a  breastwork  of  the  enemy  near  to  pagoda  4, 
and  from  which  a  heavy  fire  was  kept  up,  they  were 
obliged  to  return  to  camp  with  a  loss  as  per  maigin.t 

♦  Two    9.poiinder  brass  gnns  at  A.|  ^  ^^^^  ^ 

One  24-      „  „     howitscr     at  C.  I 

Two    9-      „  „     guis        1    ^  g 

One  24-      -  „     howitzer  j  «    ^,  « 

Ono    9-      :  :    gun  at  2   ^     Sooth  Battery. 

with  two  5}  inch  mortars  in  reserve. 
1 1  killed ;  13  wounded  ;  3  since  dead. 
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The  gon-boatB  from  the  Ftrozcy  with  a  Company  of 
H.  M'a  5l8t,  arriyed  about  11  o*c1ock.  The  Company  of 
the  51«ty  with  a  party  of  the  49th,  were  then  sent  out, 
ooTered  by  the  fire  from  the  gone  of  the  North  Battery, 
whilst  the  boats  of  the  Feroze  proceeded  np  the  SaLween 
BiTer  and  kept  up  a  fire  upon  the  enemy  as  they  were 
retreating.  The  party  and  boats  returned  about  two 
o'eloek.  The  number  of  the  enemy  was  estimated  at 
at  least  1,400. 

Dming  the  day  we  reeeived  one  8-inoh  and  two  5^inch 
BOftus  from  Moulmein,  and  plaoed  them  in  position  on 
the  ilanks  of  the  North  Battery. 

On  the  night  of  the  28th  May  the  enemy  were  observed 
at  a  Pkgoda  about  one  mile  distant  from  the  North  Batteiy, 
•ad  oonseqnenily  too  £Eur  off  to  insert  in  the  Plan.  The 
Bormese  fired  a  few  rounds  upon,  it  is  supposed,  some 
boats  in  the  river.  We  fired  five  rounds  frx)m  the  8-inch 
aortar,  and  the  accounts  received  were  that  the  enemy 
were  so  taken  by  surprise,  and  one  of  their  head  men 
being  wounded,  that  they  would  not  advance  further.  The 
5^inch  mortar  fired  a  few  rounds. 

The  Pagoda  on  the  hill  was  stockaded  early  in  June, 
and  one  24-pounder  howitzer  taken  from  the  South  Bat- 
tery, and  one  9-pounder  gun  fr^m  the  Picquet-House  2, 
were  placed  in  position  as  marked  A  B. 

All  the  guns  in  position  are  under  sheds,  and  are  placed 
on  wooden  platforms.  The  ammunition-boxes  have  been 
taken  off  the  limbers  and  waggons,  and  placed  in  rear  of 
their  respective  guns. 

The  distances  of  the  various  pagodas,  hills,  d^c,  being 
known,  a  certain  number  of  shells  and  spherical  case  shot 
are  fixed  and  ready  for  immediate  use. 
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General  Godwin,  after  inspeeting  the  Tarioofl  works,  &o. 
on  the  9th  July,  expressed  himself  in  a  General  Order  to 
the  effect  that  he  considered  the  pkee  to  be  in  a  state  of 
complete  secnritj. 

(Signed)        J.  S.  Baird,  2d  Lieut 

A.  Comp7*  2d  BattF>-  Artalleiy. 
Maetabav,  1M  J^y  1862. 


[In  Chapter  XII,  page  1 72,  of  ii  NarraHve  of  the  Opera- 
tions <U  Rangoon,  in  that  portion  relating  to  the  Burmese 
attack  on  Martaban  on  the  26th  of  May,  it  is  staled  on  the 
authority  of  a  writer  in  the  J/otilmem  Timee^  that  ihe 
Feroze  hit  and  destroyed  the  bean^  of  the  White  Pagoda 
at  a  distance  of  3^  milei,  Now^  with  due  deference  to 
such  authority,  whoerer  he  may  be^  such  effeotiTe  firing, 
with  such  a  rauge,  seems  hardly  possible.  Two  miles  and 
a  half,  say  equal  to  about  4,500  yards,  was  probably  the 
maximum  of  distance.  This  would  be  a  feur  shot  even  for 
a  68-pounder  gun.] 
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APPENDIX    11. 


THE  ARMY  OF  AVA. 


If  any  man  had  rentured  to  predict  twelve  months  ago 
that  in  the  middle  of  the  present  year  India  would  he  re- 
Kranding  with  the  din  of  preparation  for  another  war, — ^that 
the  Bay  of  Bengal  would  he  covered  with  steamers  and 
tmnaports,  and  that  a  large  army  would  he  organized  to 
plant  the  British  standard  on  the  walls  of  Ameerapoora^ 
and  quench  the  glory  of  Alompra's  dynasty,  he  would  have 
heen  oonsidered  as  the  wildest  and  the  most  reckless  of 
prophets.  Yet  such  is  the  positive  fact.  No  sooner  have 
we  hegun  to  congratulate  ourselves  on  the  estahlishment  of 
peace,  and  the  enjoyment  of  some  little  leisure  for  internal 
improvements,  and  the  recruiting  of  our  finances,  than  we 
are  summoned  again  into  the  field  hy  the  insolence  and 
restlessness  of  our  neighbours,  who  have  completely  for- 
gotten the  lesson  we  taught  them,  and  the  territorial 
penalty  we  inflicted  on  them  in  the  last  war.  The  demon- 
stration of  our  military  power  made  in  April,  and  the 
decisive  blow  struck  at  Rangoon  and  the  maritime  towns 
having  feuled  to  produce  the  desired  efiect,  we  have  heen 
left  without  any  alternative  but  to  assemble  a  large  army, 
and  inflict  on  these  barbarians  the  chastisement  which 
their  insolence  has  merited.     It  may  be  all  very  well  for 
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tkt  jomab  in  Engbinl,  in  oidor  to  exhibit  a  aanctimoni- 
ow  Wt«  cf  ilie  Tiztae  o£  peBM^  as  well  as  to  indulge  in  the 
buLUT  ol  a  Unle  censure^  to  denoonoe  Loxd  Dalhonme  and 
^  Bunnwe  war.  b«t  we  cbalknge  them  one  and  all  to  go 
tf  vw  «TexT  gaccMsiTe  step  in  the  progress  of  erents,  from 
^  iLnt  tifsn  1  of  repaiation  to  the  assemblage  of  the 
AxmT  of  Atk  and  mj  whether  any  Minister  of  England, 
who  auurhl  hare  been  trcated  in  the  same  manner  bj  any 
EojEvpeaa  FV^wer.  wo«Id  not  hare  been  constrained  by  the 
vvke  of  pahfic  opittMO.  embodied  in  the  poblic  jonmals,  to 
haT«  adiopaed  pcecawly  the  same  eouae.  Lord  Balhonme's 
dMuandti  of  indemnity  fi)c  the  past  and  seenri^  for  the 
fuiTuv  were  moderate  In  ihemselTee,  and  rery  temperately 
made  .  they  were  met  with  a  ahew  of  compliance  from  the 
Court,  but  the  truculent  GoTemor  sent  down  to  sueoeed 
luu$  obnoxious  predecetseor  proved  hi  more  insolent  and 
owrWariniT.  The  Court  was  eridently  prepared  for  war, 
aud  detenluut^i  to  plunge  into  it  at  all  hazanls.  The 
Governor  treated  our  Officers  with  a  degree  of  contempt 
which  could  uot  have  been  overlooked,  and  which  he  never 
would  have  vezicured  to  practise  if  he  had  not  known 
that  thocse  at  the  head  of  alBurs  were  fully  prepared  to 
back  him  with  the  whole  power  of  the  kingdom.  Eveiy 
opportuoity  which  ha:^  been  given  to  the  Burmese  of 
opening  necotiatioQ;^  and  averting  boetilities  has  been 
neglected,  and  instead  of  applying  for  peace  they  have 
made  every  preparation  for  resistance.  The  war  has  been 
brought  on  by  the  wanton  provocation  of  a  barbarous 
power,  and  we  trust  it  will  issue  in  carrying  the  bleeeings 
of  civilisation  through  a  vast  and  hitherto  unapproachable 
region. — Frifioi  •/  India,  Juf^  29,  1852. 
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THE  MADRAS  ARMT. 


In  «tet6m6nt  reoentlj  made  in  the  House  of  Lords  re- 
apeoAng  tlie  Madras  Anoj  has  called  forth  an  ekborate 
wjoinder  in  a  letter  to  the  Times  from  Colonel  Alexander, 
fate  Adjatant-General  of  that  force.  Speaking  of  the 
operations  of  the  last  war  in  Ava,  Lord  EUenboroogh 
iteitdd  that  the  army  by  which  it  was  conducted  was 
ehi^j  drawn  from  the  Presidency  by  the  great  personal 
infloence  of  Sir  Thomas  Munro;  he  further  observed  that 
the  soldiers  of  the  Madras  Army  being  accustomed  to  take 
their  wives  and  children  with  them  into  camp,  are  thrown 
into  a  state  of  disaffection^  almost  amounting  to  mutiny, 
when  they  are  ordered  beyond  sea  and  compelled  to  leave 
their  fiunilies  behind  them  without  the  means  of  support 
His  Lordship  asserted  that  when  he  arrived  at  Madras  he 
fiNind  two  regiments  in  this  condition,  in  consequence  of 
the  misery  and  distress  of  the  wives  and  children  of  the 
men  who  had  already  sailed  for  China. 

**  I  beg  then  most  respectfully  to  state  that  his  Lord- 
ship has  been  entirely  misinformed  regarding  the  feelings 
of  the  Madras  Army.  When  the  troops  were  required 
for  the  Burmese  War  in  1824,  so  far  from  there  being  the 
least  unwillingness  to  enter  upon  that  service,  not  only 
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kfCB  to  lire  even  in  cantonments  or  garrisons.  The 
MicbsM  Sepoj  manies  when  he  is  young,  and  his  hmWy 
aooompanies  him  whererer  he  may  he  stationed  in  India 
IB  time  of  peaoe ;  the  moment  however  he  is  required  for 
emhnkation  or  active  service,  he  it  where  it  may,  his 
fiunUy  is  left  behind ;  and  I  never  knew  nor  heard  of  even 
a  wish  being  expressed  bj  Madras  Sepoys  that  their  fami- 
lies dionld  follow  them  across  the  sea^  or  accompany  them 
to  the  field.** 

The  nneadness  of  the  soldiery  alluded  to  by  Lord 
EDenborongh  at  the  time  of  his  arrival  is  ascribed  by 
Colonel  Alexander  to  the  injudicious  reductions  which  had 
been  made  in  the  pensions  formerly  granted  for  wounds, 
aad  which  Lord  Hardinge  afterwards  found  it  necessary  to 
countermand.  He  also  states  that  the  dissatisfied  troops 
subsequently  went  most  enthusiastically ;  and  he  distinctly 
denies  that  the  fiimilies  of  the  troops  that  went  to  China 
were  left  in  misery  and  distress. 

**  The  regulations  of  the  Madras  Government  are  in  this 
respect  admirable,  and  when  a  regiment  is  ordered  on 
foreign  service  the  Native  Officers  and  men  are  called  upon 
to  name  the  villages  at  which  they  wish  their  fiunilies  to 
reside ;  they  are  permitted  to  grant  what  are  called  '  family 
certificates,'  by  which  they  allot  to  them  any  portion  of 
their  pay  they  think  proper,  and  this  is  disbursed  every 
month  with  the  same  regularity  as  is  the  pay  to  the  troops. 
A  steady  Native  Officer,  with  some  old  non-commissioned 
Officers  and  Sepoys,  the  least  fit  for  hard  service,  and  in  whom 
the  Sepoys  have  confidence,  is  left  in  charge  of  the  families, 
and  these  men  are  aware  that  every  representation  they 
may  make,  even  to  the  miscarriage  of  a  letter,  will  be  care- 
fully attended  to.      There  are  also  European  Officers  at 
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APPENDIX   IV. 

RIVEB  flTBAHERfl  FOR  THE  IRRAWADDY. 

After  the  monsoon  it  is  to  be  hoped  we  shall  avail  our- 
selves  of  the  opportunity  to  take  possession  of  Lower  Pegu, 
and  thus  connect  Arracan  with  our  Tenasserim  Provinces. 
The  Irrawaddj  has  a  depth  of  40  feet  of  water  off  Rangoon; 
and  the  river  is  navigable  for  vessels  of  200  tons  as  high 
up  as  Ava»  thus  offering  every  facility  for  the  employment 
of  a  steam  flotilla,  which  might  be  assembled  after  the 
rains^  and  the  following  river  steamers  of  the  Indian  Navy 
are  of  a  size  suitable  for  the  service  : — 
Horse  Power.  Gona 

Assyria 40 2 

Comet 40 2 

Conqueror 50 2 

Meanee 40 2 

Meteor 24 1  and  6  wall  pieces. 

Nimrod 40 5 

Nitocris 40 5 

Snake 10 4 

Other  steamers  of  suitable  draught  of  water  might  also 
be  taken  up  at  Bombay  and  Calcutta,  exclusive  of  the 
vessels  of  Government  of  size  appropriate  for  the  service.— 
February  29,  1852. 
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wmr  against  the  Bunnese^  bought  her  in  April  1824  for 
SOjOOO  mpeesy  on  the  strong  reoommendation  of  Captain 
Manyat^  who  condacted  the  expedition  to  Rangoon.  The 
JHtma  there  proved  so  reiy  serviceable,  that  daring  the 
whole  of  the  war  she  never  was  allowed  to  leave  the  river 
IxTEwaddj ;  she  reconnoitred  the  stockaded  positions,  chased 
and  oaptored  war-boats,  greatly  £Eunlitated  the  advance  of 
the  anny  to  Prome,  and  carried  Mr  Crawford  as  far  as 
Ameermpoora,  500  miles  up  the  stream.  The  novelty  of 
this  slnictare  produced  a  powerful  effect  on  the  minds  of 
the  Natives,  who  of  course  could  not  know  the  limits  of 
its  power,  and  if  we  had  been  able  to  avail  ourselves  of  a 
lotilla  of  steamers  the  campaign  would  have  proved  much 
shorter  and  more  decisive,  as  well  as  less  expensive  and 
bloody." — British  India,  Chap.  xvi. 

In  July  1853,  on  our  steamers  reaching  Prome,  it  was 
reported  that  a  steamer  belonging  to  the  King  of  Ava  had 
left  for  Ava  the  day  previous  to  their  arrival.  The  Golden 
Foot  then  possessed  a  steamer  in  addition  to  the  one  taken 
and  burnt  by  the  Tenasterim  in  April !  The  King  of  Siam, 
goiiig  a  step  further,  had  commenced  the  construction  of  a 
great  war-steamer^— all  exhibiting  the  germs  of  a  scientific 
revolution  in  Eastern  Asia. 
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F<3fri  iSi  y^m^e^  Ath  Nov^mh^r  1852, 
The  R^t  HoBouraUd  the  Gorernor  in  GoobcU  diiMlf 
the  le-pablication  at  this  Prendenejr  of  the  fbUowbg 
Ghnend  Orders  by  the  Meet  Noble  the  (JoTemoM^knenl 
of  India  in  Gonnoil :— • 

GENERAL   ORDERS   BT   THE    MOST    NOBLE   THE    OOYERVOB- 
O^ERAL  OF  nn>L4  IN  COUNCIL. 

FoH  WiUiam,  Fonipn  Depmrtmiem, 
tk*28dOeL  1852. 

The  Most  Noble  the  Goyemor^Oeiieial  in  Goon^  has 
mach  satisfiEu;tion  in  publishing^  for  general  informalion, 
Despatches  receiyed  from  Commodore  Lambert  and  from 
Major-General  Godwin^  which  report  the  capture  and 
occupation  of  the  City  of  Prome,  after  some  renstancs^ 
and  with  comparaUyelj  trifling  loss. 

The  steam  squadron  and  the  boats  of  Her  Majest/s 
ships  conveying  the  troops  upon  the  Irrawaddy  anchored 
off  Prome  on  the  9th  of  October.  A  fire  from  the  shore 
was  silenced  by  the  fire  of  the  steamers  and  of  the  boata 
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The  troops  Laving  been  landed,  drove  the  enemy — some 
3,000  or  4,000  strong — ^from  the  suburbs ;  and  on  subse- 
quently ad?«noing  to  the  great  Pagoda  and  to  the  heights 
Wjond,  they  foand  the  position  wholly  abandoned  by  the 
Bnrmaa  foree. 

The  Governor-General  in  Council  desires  to  express  in 
the  Btraogest  terms  his  obligations  to  Commodore  Lam- 
bert^ for  the  etre.  Hie  energy,  and  anwearied  teal  which 
be  ham  shown  in  direoUng  the  Naval  preparations  for 
adv— ee,  and  wUch  have  condooed  so  largely  to  the  early 
and  snecessful  renewal  of  operations  in  the  field. 

His  Lordship  in  Council  begs  to  offer  his  thanks  to 
Loch  and  to  Commander  Shadwell,  for  their  con- 
;  of  the  Service  on  the  river ;  and  to  Commander  Rice, 
far  his  dirsotton  of  the  body  of  seamen  upon  shore. 

His  thanks  are  also  due  to  Commander  Campbell  of 
the  Indian  Navy,  whose  merit  has  been  acknowledged 
hj  ikb  Commodore. 

ne  Gbvemor-General  in  Council  has  viewed  with 
hqgii  approbation  the  servioee  of  the  officers  and  men 
who^  «pon  this  occasion  and  for  several  months  past,  have 
hsen  employed  in  boats  upon  the  river,  subjected  to 
severe  eoqposure,  and  engaged  in  harasdng  duties,  which 
Ifcsy  have  per&rmed  with  the  utmost  alacrity  and  cheer- 
folness,  and  with  conspicuous  advantage  to  the  public 


To  the  Officers,  seamen,  and  marines  of  Her  Majesty's 
ships  of  the  Indian  Navy  and  of  the  Bengal  Marine  who 
Ittre  been  serving  upon  the  Irrawaddy,  and  to  Com- 
mander Tarleton  who  long  commanded  them,  the  Gover- 
Bor^Genend  in  Council  is  desirous  of  offering  his  hearty 
thanks. 
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Excellency  Kear-Admiral  Austen  has  afforded  to  the 
iment  of  India  at  all  times  a  cordial  and  constant 

jFoYernor-General  in  Council  has  been  grateful  for 
ices,  and  laments  his  death, 

(Signed)        C.  Allen,  Off^.  Secy,  to  the 
Gov*,  of  India. 

Copies. 

RLBS  Allen,  Esquire,  Secretary  to  the  Government 
of  India,  Calcutta. 

Her  Majesty's  ship  Fox's  hoaty  on  board  the  Fire 
Queen,  at  Frome,  the  llth  October  1852. 
-*I  request  you  may  be  pleased  to  inform  the  Most 
the  Governor-General  in  Council  that  having  em- 
on  board  the  Honourable  Company's  steam-vessels 
ny  orders  H.  M.'s  18th  and  80th  Regiments,  the 
igiment  Madras  Native  Infantry,  a  detachment  of 
I  and  Miners,  and  of  the  Bengal  Artillery*  with  their 
ms,  I  despatched  them  as  they  were  ready  to  ren- 
I  off  Yangemsiah,  a  town  situated  at  the  upper  end 
Panlang  Creek^  which  joins  the  Irrawaddy  to  the 
n  River. 

tie  Commissariat,  Ordnance,  and  Engineers'  stores, 
»nt  1,000  followers  attached  to  the  regiments,  were 
)d  in  the  steamers,  large  Burmese  cargo-boats,  five 
ihooners,  and  a  barque. 

»rgo-boats,  manned  by  Burmese  crews,  advanced 
)  divisions  under  convoy  of  the  barges  and  pinnaces 

♦  Shoxdd  he  Madrat  ArtilUry. 

p2 


V.  *,;itu  uiijino,  an( 

on  the  followiog  day  a< 

4.   Having  lioi.ste<l  m 

Queen,  the  steamer  in  w 

I  weighed  from  Yanger 

steam  squadron  specific 

ceeded  up  the  In»wad< 

on  my  waj. 

5.  On  the  morning  of 

raght,  and  on  the  sqoac 

opened  fire  with  a  ooof 

^"■^  retimed  by  the  ate 

bay,  where  I  anchored  in 

the  town,  for  landing  the 

0.  The  enemy  continm' 

had  anchored,  I  sent  tiie 

command  of  Captain  Loc 

Winchester,  to  throw  in 

amongst  them,  which  had 

time,  although  they  kept 

hoata,  which  wounded  two 

7.  They  then  brought  a 

(hieen,  but  had  only  time 
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guiiB,  at  half-past  four,  which  was  effected  without  any 
opposition,  and  the  lower  town  cleared  of  the  enemy. 

9.  At  daylight  next  morning  the  remainder  of  the 
troops  were  landed,  and  a  Brigade  of  50  seamen  being 
formed  nnder  Commander  Rice,  at  the  Major-General*s 
request,  to  assist  in  working  the  guns,  the  pagoda  and 
other  parts  of  the  city  were  taken  possession  of,  the  Bur- 
mese flying  as  the  forces  advanced. 

10.  Thus  the  important  city  of  Prome  was  occupied  by 
British  troops  with  the  trifling  loss  of  one  killed  and  three 
wounded  on  the  part  of  the  Army,  while  in  the  Squadron 
only  four  were  wounded,  who  are  named  in  Enclosure 
No.  2. 

11.  My  thanks  are  due  to  Captain  Loch,  C.  B.,  for  the 
assistance  he  rendered  me  thronghout  these  operations, 
also  to  Commanders  Shadwell  and  Rice  of  Her  Majesty's 
ships  Sphinx  and  Hastings,  the  former  for  his  unremitting 
attentions  to  the  instructions  I  had  sent  him  preyiously  to 
my  entering  the  Irrawaddy,  and  to  the  latter  Officer  for 
the  part  he  took  when  on  shore  with  the  Brigade  of  sea- 
men. Nor  can  I  speak  too  highly  of  Commander  Camp- 
bell, the  Officers  aud  men  of  the  Indian  Navy  and  Bengal 
Marine. 

The  skill  aud  perseverance  displayed  by  the  Officers 
and  men  belonging  to  the  boats  appointed  to  convoy  the 
cargo-boats  from  Rangoon  to  Prome,  a  distance  of  more 
than  200  miles,  against  a  rapid  stream,  exposed  occa- 
sionally to  a  fire  from  the  enemy,  is  deserving  of  my 
highest  praise.     I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  George  R.  Lambert, 

Commodore  Ist  Class,  Commander-in-Chief. 
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Enclosare  No.  1,  in  Commodore  Lambeei^s  Letter,  dated 
nth  October  IB52, 

A  List  of  the  Naval  Force  employed  at  the  occupation  of 
the  City  of  Prome^  under  the  command  of  Commodore 
Lambert,  on  the  9th  and  10th  of  October  1852. 

Fire  Queen — Bengal  Marine,  (broad  pendant  of  the  Com- 
modore,) 8  guns,  S.  G.  Boon,  Commander.  On  board — Com- 
modore George  R.  Lambert,  commanding  the  East  India 
and  China  Station  ;  J.  L.  Southey,  Esquire,  Secretary ; 
Lieutenant  George  Rice,  R.  N.,  Flag  Lieutenant;  Mr 
Cottam,  Midshipman,  and  the  gig*s  crew  of  H.  M.*s  ship 
Fox, 

Enterprise — Bengal  Marine,  6  guns,  G.  T.  Neblett,  Com- 
mander. On  board — Captain  G.  G.  Loch,  C.  B.  ;  the 
Hononrable  Mr  Lascelles,  Midshipman,  and  the  gig's  crew 
of  H.  M.'s  ship  Winclieste7\ 

Mahanuddy — Bengal  Marine,  4  guns,  J.  Simson,  Com- 
mander. Onboard — Commander  C.  F.  A.  Shad  well ;  His 
Serene  Highness  Prince  Ernest  of  Leiningen,  Midshipman, 
and  the  gig's  crew  of  H.  M.'s  ship  Sphinx, 

Sesostris — Indian  Navy,  5  guns,  Commander  C.  D.  Camp- 
bell, L  N.     Steam  Frigate,  with  two  8-inch  guns. 

Medusa — Indian  Navy,  6  guns,  Lieutenant  Fraser,  I.  N. 

Nemesis — Bengal  Marine,  6  guns,  R,  Goodwin,  Com- 
mander. 

Proserpine — Bengal  Marine,  6  guns,  A.  Brooking,  Com- 
mander. 

Phlegethon — Bengal  Marine,  6  guns,  A.  Fryer,  Com- 
mander. 

Boats  of  the  Squadron  conveying  cargo  boats  laden  with 
stores  and  provisions : — H.  M.'s  ship  For,  barge  and  pinnace, 
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2  gQos ;  H.  M.'s  ship  Winchester^  barge  and  pinnace,  2  guns ; 
H.  M.'s  ship  Hcutinga^  laanch  and  gig,  1  gun;  and  H.  M.*s 
ship  Sphinx,  pinnace,  1  gan,  nnder  the  command  of  Com- 
mander E.  B.  Rice,  of  H.  M.'s  ship  Hastings. 

Officers  employed  in  these  boats : — Mr  Copland,  Mate ; 
Mr  Lucas,  Midshipman,  Mr  Hudson,  Midshipman,  H.  M.'s 
ship  Fox,  under  the  superintendence  of  Lieutenant  Rice. 

Lieutenants  H.  S.  Hillyar  and  R.  B.  Pearse;  Messrs 
Round  and  Wilson,  and  the  Baron  Van  Otter,  Mates; 
and  Mr  Slade,  Assistant-Surgeon,  H.  M.'s  ship  Winchester, 

Mr  Nott,  Acting  Mate,  and  Lieutenant  Holland,  Royal 
Marines,  H.  M.'s  ship  Hastings, 

Mr  Smith,  Midshipman,  H.  M.'s  ship  Sphinx, 

N,B, — The  launch,  2d  pinnace,  and  cutter,  of  H.  M.'s 
ship  FoXf  under  Lieutenants  Kennedy  and  Mason,  and  the 
launch  of  H.  M.'s  ship  Wincliester,  assisted  in  convoying  as 
for  as  Henzadah ;  and  the  barge  and  pinnace  of  H.  M.'s  ship 
Hastings,  with  Mr  Davidson,  Acting  Mate,  and  Mr  Lut- 
treU,  Midshipman,  and  Dr  Woods,  M.A.,  M.D.,  Assistant- 
Surgeon  on  board,  under  the  superintendence  of  Lieuten- 
ant Edye,  from  Henzadah  to  Prome. 

(Signed)        George  Lambert,  Commodore. 

Enclosure  No.  2,  in  Commodore  Lambert's  Letter,  dated 

nth  October  IS52. 
List  of  Wounded  in  the  Flotilla  under  the  command  of 
Commodore  Lambert,  at  Prome,  9th  October  1852. 
H.  M.'s  ship  Fox's  barge — David  Reid,  A.  B. 
H.  M.'s  ship  Winchester's  pinnace — David  Evens,  A.B. ; 
— and 

H.  C.'s  steam- vessel  J[faAa7iwrf(/y — Two  Natives  of  India. 
(Signed)       George  Lambert,  Commodore. 
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No.  11. 

Promt,  Uth  Odober  lB5t. 

To  Charlbs  Allen,  EsqnixeySaoroteiytoihe  Gh>T«niiiMDt 
of  Iii£a>9  Foreign  DepatmonL 

Sntr— The  Gk>yenior-O«ii0nd  in  Coanoil  wm  vwnn  of 
my  intention^  at  the  proper  eeMMMiy  when  thAmooooon  hen 
had  in  aome  meaeore.  rabeided,  to  break  np  the  Aimy  at 
Bangoon,  and  remore  ite  head-^[aaiteri  to  Ptome^ 

I  hare  now  the  honour  to  infionn  yon  that  tha  let  Dhri- 
mon  of  this  Force  is  in  poaeeeeion  of  that  city. 

After  some  weeks  of  prepaiation  the  emfaaikatioo  eon- 
menced  on  the  16th  of  September^  and  the  Ist  Diyimon, 
amounting  to  2,300  men,  and  consisting  of  one  Company 
of  the  Madras  Foot  Artilleiy,  with  two  24-poander  howit- 
zers and  four  9-pounder  guns,  H.  M.'s  18th  Royal  Irish, 
H.  M.*s  80th  Regiment,  the  d5th  Regiment  of  Madras  N.  L, 
and  119  Sappers,  were  all«on  board  by  the  25th  idtm. 

The  flotilla  arrived  oflT  Prome  on  the  morning  of  the 
9th  of  October ;  each  ship  was  cannonaded  from  a  pro- 
jecting point  on  the  hills,  as  it  rounded  to  the  city,  with 
very  little  effect.  This  fire  was  returned  with  much  spirit 
by  the  steamers. 

The  weather  here  is  so  intensely  hot  that  I  disembarked 
the  Artillery  under  Brigadier  Foord,  H.  M/s  80th  Regi- 
ment under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hutchinson,  with  the 
Sappers  under  Lieutenant  Allen,  on  the  evening  of  the 
same  day;  and  by  sunrise  the  next  morning  the  18th 
Royal  Irish  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Coote,  and  the  35th 
Madras  N.  I.  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Apthorp. 

The  enemy,  consisting  of  3,000  or  4,000  mep,  oooupied 
a  very  fine  position  on  a  range  of  hills  about  1,000  yards 
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eaat  from  the  point  where  thej  first  opened  fire,  conimand- 
ing  the  town  and  the  large  pagoda — which  they  also 
occnpied. 

The  troops  were  landed  in  the  evening  in  a  snbnrb  to 
the  north  of,  and  beyond  the  town.  I  then  ordered  them 
to  advance  towards  the  position  I  had  selected  for  the 
night,  when  upon  the  head  of  the  column  approaching  a 
dry  huUah  dividing  the  suburb  from  the  town,  a  very 
smart  fire  of  musketry  and  jingals  was  simultaneously 
opened  from  some  jungle  and  houses  on  our  left,  and  a 
small  pagoda  in  our  front. 

The  Grenadiers  of  H.  M.'s  80th  Regiment  under  Cap- 
tain Christie  immediately  advanced  at  the  double  towards 
the  pagoda,  and  a  party  consisting  of  two  companies  of 
the  same  regiment  under  Captain  Welsh,  and  accom- 
panied by  Brigadier  Reignolds,  were  detached  to  the  left, 
and  in  a  very  short  time  most  gallantly  drove  the  enemy 
out  of  their  position,  with  the  lo«s  of  only  one  man  killed 
and  a  few  wounded.  Captain  Welsh's  party  bringing  in  a 
jingal. 

The  Grenadiers  of  the  80th  Regiment  kept  possession 
of  the  pagoda,  which  I  made  the  right  of  my  position,  and 
the  troops  had  excellent  cover  during  the  night,  which 
was  passed  in  perfect  quietude. 

The  following  morning,  when  the  remainder  of  the 
troops  were  landed,  I  advanced  through  the  town  in  a 
direction  I  had  determined  upon  the  day  before,  from 
plans  of  the  place  in  my  possession,  covered  by  the 
flank  Companies  of  the  18th  Royal  Irish  and  H.  M.'s 
80th  Regiments,  and  two  24-pounder  howitzers,  which 
were  drawn  by  a  party  of  sailors  under  Commander  Rice 
of  H.M.'s  ship  HastingB.    Upon  our  advanced  guard  reach- 


456  APPENDIX. 

iDg  the  pagoda  it  found  that  the  enemy  had  abandoned 
that  position^  as  well  as  the  heights  beyond  it^  learing  in 
our  possession  an  entirely  eyaonated  town,  overran  with 
thick  and  rank  vegetation,  and  I  regret  to  add  abonnding 
in  swamps. 

It  is  evident  that  the  enemy  expected  onr  force  to 
land,  and  advance  up  the  direct  road  to  the  pagoda,  along 
which  they  had  erected  two  or  three  small  breastworks, 
as  well  as  removed  the  planking  of  several  Vooden 
bridges  leading  to  the  pagoda  and  the  heights  beyond 
it ;  but  landing  at  the  point  we  did,  not  only  gave  us 
an  excellent  road  bat  at  the  same  time  completely 
turned  their  position,  rendering  it  impossible  for  them  to 
hold  it. 

I  have  bcou  for  a  long  time  aware  of  the  assemblage 
of  a  large  force  about  ten  miles  east  of  Prome,  and 
at  which  place  they  also  had  a  very  formidable  force  in 
the  last  war,  which  took  Sir  Archibald  Campbell  seyeial 
days  to  disperse.  I  have  ascertained  from  very  good 
authority  tbat  they  have  now  about  18,000  men  well 
posted  in  two  or  more  stockades. 

It  is  not  my  iutentiou  to  disturb  them  at  preeent  in 
any  way,  as  by  their  concentration  at  that  place  the  fine 
force  now  assembling  here  will  have  an  opportunity  of 
striking  a  blow  which  may  put  an  end  to  much  future  oppo- 
sition. It  was  on  this  Burmese  Army  that  the  enemy 
retreated  from  Pronie  upon  our  entering  it.  The  bravery 
and  alacrity  of  the  troops  on  this  occasion  was  as  conspi- 
cuous as  it  ever  is. 

His  Lordship's  thanks  are  deserved  by  Captain  Cliristie 
of  H.  M.'s  80th  Regiment,  for  the  gallant  manner  in 
which  he  led  his  Company  to  the  attack  and  capture  of 
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the  small  pagoda  in  our  front,  and  to  Captain  Welsh  who 
with  two  Companies  of  his  regiment  droye  the  enemy  oat 
of  their  position  on  our  left. 

The  General  Staff — Major  Majhew,  Deputy  Adjutant- 
Greneral ;  Major  Allan,  Deputy  Quartermastor-General ; 
Captain  Smith,  Interpreter  to  the  Force;  as  also  my 
personal  Staff — Captain  Bume,  Military  Secretary,  and 
Lieutenant  Chads,  Aide-de-Camp,  were  active  in  render- 
ing me  every  assistance. 

Brigadier-General  Sir  John  Cheape,  commanding  the 
Bengal  Division,  came  up  to  Prome  with  the  portion  of 
his  Division  embarked,  and  was  present  throughout  the 
whole  of  these  operations ;  and  I  have  great  satisfaction  in 
being  enabled  to  leave  him  in  command  upon  my  return  to 
Rangoon,  where  I  am  required,  and  for  which  place  I  shall 
leave  this  to-morrow. 

I  leave  Major  Frasor  of  the  Engineers,  and  Major  Allan, 
Deputy  Quartermaster-General,  at  Prome,  to  carry  out  the 
necessary  arrangements  for  the  reception  of  the  regiments 
which  will  hereafter  arrive. 

To  Commodore  Lambert  your  Lordship  is  deeply  indebt- 
ed for  the  unremitting  exertions — calling  forth  all  possible 
zeeonrces  and  anxious  solicitude — ^which  have  accomplished 
the  convejunce  of  the  force  to  its  destination  up  this  noble 
but  most  difficult  to  be  navigated  river.  To  Commander 
Rice,  for  the  exertions  of  himself  and  men  under  his  com- 
mand, I  feel  greatly  indebted. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  return  of  the  casualties 
which  have  occurred  during  our  operations  before  Prome, 
and  to  remain.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  Servant, 

(Signed)        H.  Godwin,  Major-General. 

Pbomi,  th€  I2th  October  1852. 


ArtiJJerv.^Xo, 

En^nneors j  ,. 

tappers  and  Mii 
^'  -W.  8  18th  R. 
^'   M.'s  80th  P 

TotaL^l  M 
(Signed) 

(Sign< 
Bepatj*  i 

( 
(Signe. 

^7  Order  of  the  Ri 
Council, 
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APPENDIX   VI. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  OFFICERS*  LETTERS. 
PBOMB. 

Pboxi,  4ih  Nwfembtr  1852. 
The  Sappers  have  lost  several  of  their  men  from  cholera. 
Prome  may  become  more  healthy  in  time.  R  ■  has  been 
very  unwell  ever  since  his  arrival;  he  was  picking  np, 
when  a  few  days  ago  he  over-exerted  himself  by  walk- 
ing too  far,  and  he  is  again  laid  up  with  a  bad  attack 
of  liver ;  he  was  very  unwell  indeed  yesterday,  but  the 
Doctors  report  more  fJEivourably  of  him  to-day ; — he  is 

staying  up  in  the  pagoda  with  M .     We  still  have 

some  of  the  enemy  lurking  about  the  camp,  and  hardly  a 
night  passes  that  a  shot  or  two  from  the  (our)  sentries 
is  not  heard  ;  but  they  may  not  see  Burmans.  On  the 
night  of  the  1st  the  enemy  attacked  the  wing  of  the  d5th 
M.  N.  I.,  under  Major  Brett,  at  the  creek,  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  from  this.  It  can  hardly  be  called  an  attack, 
however,  as  they  only  made  a  rush  at  the  sentries,  and 
first  wounded,  and  then  cut  off  the  head  of  one  man,  and 
wounded  the  other,  who  fell  back  on  his  picquet ;  the 
latter  turned  out,  and  must  have  left  their  tent  for  a  few 
minutes  unprotected  (whilst  driving  off  the  enemy),  for  on 
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their  return  to  it  they  found  their  bedding  gone  !  1  They 
pkyed  the  same  trick  to  a  gnard  in  the  last  war.  On  the 
2d  the  General  took  a  Company  of  Uie  18th  in  the  Mtdmm 
to  reconnoitre  down  the  river^  (a  few  miles  Mow  this,) 
where  we  had  seen  for  some  time  past  a  sort  of  breast- 
work round  a  small  pagoda ;  thej  landed^  and  the  enraiy 
fled  a  short  distance,  turning  into  the  jungle,  and  fifed  at 
our  people  from  behind  trees ;  our  party  followed  them 
up  about  a  mile  and  a  half,  and  came  in  sight  of  rather  a 
strong-looking  stockade,  which  the  General  did  not  attack, 
not  having  sufficient  men.  The  Burmese  followed  our 
men  back  to  the  river's  banks,  firing  there  at  them,  and 
calling  on  them  to  come  on  !  They  only  hit  one  of  the 
MeduscCs  Artillerymen.  One  or  two  of  the  18th  had 
a  coup  de  soleil.  Before  leaving  we  burnt  the  breast- 
work, &c.  at  the  pagoda.  The  next  day  some  Sappers 
and  a  Company  of  the  80th  went  there  again,  brought 
away  some  timber,  and  burnt  some  more  of  the  defences; 
they  were  again  fired  on — none  hit.  Jungle  rapidly  dis- 
appearing round  Prome.  We  have  now  two  guns  on  the 
heights,  and  two  more  placed  last  night  on  a  bit  of  rising 
ground  some  500  3rards  in  advance  of  the  pagoda,  to- 
wards Euthay-Mew.  The  Sappers  are  to  throw  up  a 
breastwork  round  it  to  strengthen  the  position. 

We  wish  General  Godwin  to  come,  or  give  Sir  John 
leave  to  thrash  the  fellows,  that  we  may  get  supplies,  dtc; 
but  we  do  manage  to  get  fresh  beef  nearly  every  day,  and 
a  few  vegetables  ! !     Bread  and  milk  at  last ! 

The  water  of  Prome  destroys  the  hair  ! — the  same  effect 

on  it  as  salt  water.     [On  hearing  this  Colonel  A 

replied  in  his  usual  way  that  a  pair  of  scissors  was  the 
best  recipe  for  beautifying  the  hair,  to  crop  close,  and  there 


APPENDIX.  461 

is  no  fear  of  it !]  A  party  reported  to  be  going  by  land 
to  join  VLB  here  (Prome)  via  Tongboo  ? — ^is  it  settled  ? 
A  cnt-throat  circle  of  society  this  !  I  really  tbink  we 
shall  be  Incky  if  all  here  get  through  the  next  three  or 
four  months  with  a  bead  on  oar  shoulders  ; — the  Burmese 
i^pear  to  relish  head-hunting  quite  as  much  as  the  Dyaks 
in  Borneo. 

9th  November. 
On  the  night  of  the  5th  the  35th  had  another  attack. 
There  is  an  old  fellow  in  a  stockade  on  the  opposite  bank 
of  the  river  who  has  amused  himself  firing  blank  cartridges 
at  us  most  days  since  our  arrival^  called  by  the  men 
Smoky  Jack  I  His  days  are  numbered,  as  I  believe  he  is 
to  be  burned  out  by  the  Navy  in  a  day  or  two— I  have 
heard  to-morrow,  (lOth).  Some  steamers  have  just  come 
in, — BO  off  I 


Pbomb,  m.  November  1852. 
The  horses  arrived  safe  and  sound  on  the  3 1st  of  last 
month, — ^men  also  were  all  well,  with  the  exception  of  a 

gnnner  who  had  an  attack  of  cholera.      Major  F is 

looking  well,  and  all  the  Officers  are  as  well  as  can  be 
expected  when  living  on  salt  junk  and  a  stray  fowl  now 
and  then.  Musquitoes  plentiful  first  day  on  board ;  there 
are  none  here,  at  least  where  we  live.  The  steps  up 
the  pagoda  are  a  great  deal  worse  to  ascend  than  the 
Rangoon  stairs,  and  when  you  do  get  up,  you  see  a  nasty 
ugly  little  pagoda  !  Two  sailors  died  of  cholera  on  the 
way  thither.  The  water  here  isJUthy,  and  the  weather  very 
hot,  however  it  is  getting  cooler  now.  The  Burmese 
attack  us  every  niglU  I  Their  object  seems  rather  to  kill 
and  decapitate  sentries  than  to  drive  in  ^icquets.     When 
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I  say  they  attack  us  eyerj  mgbty  I  mwa  at  one  paitiealar 
pointy  viz. — a  picqnet  of  the  35th  M.  N.  L^  under  the 
command  of  Major  Brett.  A  goard  of  Artillery  go  there 
every  day  to  take  care  of  a  rocket-tube  and  a  3-ponn- 
der.  This  said  S-ponnder  has  no  eleyating  screw,  so 
when  they  are  going  to  fire  it  they  place  a  bamboo  under 
the  breech,  and  having  given  the  requisite  elevation  hold  it 
till  the  gun  is  fired.  Last  night  the  Burmese  attacked  tins 
post,  and  the  Artillery  guard  were  requested  to  volunteer  as 
skirmishers,  and  lead  on  the  gallant  d5th.  All  volunteered, 
so  one  man  was  left,  with  a  conductor,  to  take  care  of  the 
rockets ;  and  off  the  others  went.  The  corporal  in  charge 
of  our  guard  said  the  Burmese  did  not  fire  on  them ;  a 
havildar  and  private  of  the  35th  however  were  returned 
as  wounded.     There  is  a  great  deal  of  cholera  here,  and  we 

have  lost  several  drivers.     Captain  R has  been  veiy 

ill  of  diarrha^a.  A  great  number  of  the  80th  got  cholera 
at  a  place  they  were  then  quartered  at ;  and  some  days 
after  two  bodies  floated  in  a  well  they  had  been  drinking 
from.  The  place  was  called  the  " King's  Monastefy ; "  now 
it  is  destroyed,  the  Burmese  having  set  fire  to  it  The 
Medusa  returned  from  a  place  about  20  miles  down  from 
this  (Akouk-toung)  yesterday.  This  place  is  a  high  hill 
or  rock,*  rising  almost  perpendicularly  from  the  river. 
On  the  top  of  this  they  captured  four  l8-pounders  and 
two  long  9-pounders  in  position,  with  plenty  of  shot  This 
battery  would  have  sunk  any  steamer  coming  up  the  river. 
A  Chief  of  some  village  led  the  party  so  as  to  take  the  Bur- 
mese in  flank ;  9  of  our  men  were  killed.  A  grass-cutter  has 
just  been  taken  by  the  Burmese;  he  was  cutting  close  by  a 
dense  jungle,  when  two  men  rushed  out  and  forced  him  off. 
*  About  400  feet  high. 
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[The  destniotion  of  the  Royal  Monastery,  mentioned  in 
the  foregoing  extract,  **  is  much  to  be  deplored ;  it  was  one 
of  the  most  magnificent  to  be  seen  ont  of  Aya^  and  was 
bnilt  of  the  very  finest  teak,  in  the  most  substantial  man- 
ner, and  most  elaborately  carved.  It  was  500  feet  long, 
200  broad,  and  150  in  height"— i^rienrf  of  India.  We 
heard  this  beautiful  building  much  praised  by  all  who  had 
seen  it  Many  of  the  religious  buildings  in  Buimah  might 
eamly  stand  comparison,  in  point  of  beauty  and  comfort, 
with  some  of  the  best  in  Europe.] 


Proxi,  dOi^  November  1852. 
Well  here  we  are,  with  November  all  but  over,  and 
the  General  not  yet  up,  nor  has  he  allowed  us  to  do  the 
work  for  him.  We  have  had  a  little  excitement  lately  in 
the  shape  of  a  skirmish  near  and  at  Akouk-toung ;  of 
coarse  ere  this  you  have  heard  all  about  it,  and  of  the 
death  of  poor  Ghirdner  at  the  latter  place.  He  was  more 
in  advance  of  his  men  than  he  ought  to  have  been,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  road  he  took.  It  now  appears  there  was  a 
regular  ambush  laid  for  this  party,  and  large  stones  placed, 
overhanging  the  path,  ready  to  be  thrown  down  on  them ; 
besides  this  a  jingal  pointed  down  it,  which  took  so  &tal 
an  effect  on  poor  Gardner  and  the  havildar.     On  the 

25th  instant  the  Burmese  carried  off  from  here  Mr  Q , 

one  of  R ^*s  conductors.     It  appears  he  had  been  in 

the  habit  of  walking  out  by  himself,  glass  in  hand,  some 
distance  from  the  camp,  and  that  he  had  been  heard  to 
express  his  belief  that  the  Burmese  were  not  near  this ; 
probably  by  this  time  he  has  changed  his  opinion.  The 
day  he  was  taken  he  was  nearly  two  miles  on  the  EuthSy- 
Mew  road,  and  had  got  up  a  tree  to  look  about  him  when 
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Yesterday  (29th,)  a  party  of  Burmans  fired  at  M of 

the  Sappers,  whilst  he  was  out  road-making,  hut  luckily 
missed  him;  the  ball  struck  a  dah  close  to  him,  and  then 
grazed  a  coolie's  leg.  He  picked  up  the  ball  and  found  it 
^*rifledy"  so  I  expect  we  shall  hear  soon  they  have  a 
supply  of  Colt's  pistols!  Mini6's!  and  Prussian  Needle- 
guns  ! 

We  are  all  pretty  well  here,  i.  e.  the  Officers;  but  a 
good  many  of  our  men  are  sick.  We  hare  82  off  duty, 
which  is  a  large  proportion  for  our  Artillery  Detachment 
The  18th  and  80th  are  losing  a  good  number  of  men,  and 
hare  a  great  number  in  hospital ;  fever  and  dysentery  are 
the  principal  diseases.     A  few  days  after  my  last  to  you 

poor  Captain  R died,  which  you  hare  doubtless  long 

ere  this  heard.  D  ,  who  I  belieye  goes  on  ack-certifi- 
cate,  has  had  cholera ;  he  is  much  reduced  and  the  sooner 
he  gets  out  of  Burmah  the  better ;  several  Officers  go  on 
mck  leave  by  this  or  an  early  opportunity,  which  shews 
that  Prome  is  not  quite  as  healthy  as  some  have  said, 
although  I  think  it  a  better  climate  than  that  of  Rangoon. 

IH  Jkcember, 
The  Commodore  came  in  last  night  on  board  the 
Ikmooda,  but  has  brought  no  letters  from  any  one  at 
Bangoon ;  but  I  hear  B is  close,  and  may  be  expect- 
ed to-day  or  to-morrow,  and  I  dare  say  he  has  all  our 
letters ;  at  least  I  hope  so.  I  hear  that  we  may  expect 
to  see  the  General  in  ten  days.  The  Friend  of  India 
is  very  severe  on  the  last  Despatch,  and  justly  so  I  think. 


g2 
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PEQU.* 

TMav,fWedme$da^)24AN9miAerlSSt 
The  old  wall  here  is  abont  a  mile  and  a-half  long  and 
50  feet  high,  all  ruins,  and  covered  with  jungle.  The 
moat  is  swampy,  about  1 50  yards  wide.  The  riyer  is  only 
100  yards  wide  and  can  be  walked  across  at  low  water. 
The  Mahanuddy  stuck  on  Saturday  (20th),  so  about 
8  p.  M.  we  were  taken  in  boats  to  the  BerUhick^  and 
slept  there ;  next  morning  landed  and  had  the  guns 
put  together  before  7.  Mine  was  just  ready,  and  a 
gunner  was  clearing  the  rent  when  the  wire  broke  short 
off.  At  this  the  General  was  annoyed^  and  I  started  for 
another  howitzer  from  the  Damooda,  By  this  time  the 
troops  were  advancing,  and  some  Burmese  were  np  in 
the  trees  firing  at  us  in  the  boat.  Much  to  my  disgust, 
just  as  I  was  getting  the  howitzer  a  message  came  to 
say  that  the  vent  was  clear,  so  I  pulled  back  and  ran 
after  it,  and  found  them  by  what  seemed  a  swamp,  in 
front  of  high  jungle,  but  this  in  reality  was  the  old  wall 
of  Pegu  with  a  wide  moat.  The  bullets  were  coming 
thick  out  of  this,  but  we  could  only  hear  them,  and  now 
*  From  an  Artilleiy  Officer  present. 
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and  then  see  a  pnff,  but  no  Bunnans.  I  fired  two  rounds 
of  grape,  one  flanking  the  wall  and  the  other  right 
into  it,  as  we  thought  it  was  only  jangle.  Their  firing 
did  not  appear  to  be  at  us  but  at  the  Fusiliers  on  our 
left, — there  was  a  great  gap  between  us  and  the  advanced 
column,— of  oourse  they  got  fired  at  heayily  from  the  top 
of  the  wall,  which  the  Burmese  had  cleared,  and  made  little 
breastworks  for  jingals  and  guns  in  different  places.  The 
advance  consisted  of  150  Madias  Fusiliers,  100  Bengal,  and 
the  Rifles  of  the  5th.  One  of  these  was  wounded  and  left 
behind,  and  by  the  time  we  came  up  his  head  was  gone. 
A  wounded  Officer  saw  four  Burmese  cut  it  off,  and  they 
were  just  coming  to  him  when  some  Europeans  came 
through  the  long  grass  and  they  vanished.  We  got  along 
▼eiy  well,  as  the  bullocks  were  in  good  condition.  The 
road  was  just  along  the  edge  of  the  moat,  and  appeared  to 
have  been  pucka,*  but  in  many  places  was  quite  destroyed, 
and  the  whole  was  covered  with  long  grass  four  or  five 
fset  high,  and  so  was  the  krge  plain  on  our  right  The 
advadce  oxoased  the  moat  and  charged  through  a  narrow 
gaf  in  the  wall  into  a  stockade,  where  they  had  two  guns, 
tba^.Boxmese  of  couiae  making  off,  except  one- fellow  who 
was  ahoi  through  the  nose.  We  halted  under  the  shade 
qf  some  bamboos,  as  guns  could  not  get  through  this  gap, 
and  then  the  troops  marched  along  the  top  of  the  old  wall 
to  the  old  gateway,  which  was  carefully  blocked  up  with 
bamboos  and  thorns.  They  burnt  some  houses  and  came 
back.  This  was  about  one  o'clock,  and  after  a  little  they 
again  advanced  to  the  pagoda.  Only  one  volley  was  fired 
as  they  were  at  the  bottom  of  the  steps,  and  by  the  time 
they  were  at  the  top  the  place  was  dear,  and  the  Burmese 

*  f .  e.  Of  good  material. 
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APPENDIX    Vlll. 

PEQU  DESPATCHES,  ETC. 

Major-General  H.  Godwin,  C.6.,  Commauding  the  Forces 
in  Ava,  Arracan,  and  Tenasserim  Provinces,  to  C.  Allen, 
Esq.,  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India. 

Pegu,  December  15,  1852. 
Sir, — ^In  continuation  of  my  Despatch  of  the  11th  instant 
from  Rangoon,  I  have  the  satis&ction  to  state  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  Governor-General  in  Conncil,  that  the 
garrison  I  left  at  this  place  was  relieved  from  its  invest- 
ment by  the  Burmese  on  my  arrival  here  yesterday  at  one 
o'clock.  The  strength  of  the  enemy,  added  to  their  for- 
midable position,  the  very  small  garrison,  and  its  falling 
short  of  ammunition,  though  strongly  posted  and  with  a 
large  supply  of  provisions,  caused  me  very  great  anxiety. 

At  9  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  llUi  instant  1,200 
men  were  embarked  at  Rangoon  in  two  steamers  and  a 
number  of  boats,  and  were  disembarked  about  six  miles 
below  the  Ghaut,  at  Pegu,  on  the  morning  of  the  14th 
instant,  and  the  whole  ready  to  move  off  their  ground  by 
sunrise. 

I  had  resolved  to  march  and  enter  the  pagoda  by  the 
eastern  gate.  The  last  time  I  was  here  I  did  so  by  the* 
southern  gate,  at  its  capture,  because  the  enemy  from 
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It  was  a  hard  daj^s  work  for  all,  but  well  aocomplisbed; 
and  I  know  few  moments  that  haye  been  more  gratifying 
to,  me  than  when  I  met  that  excellent  and  brare  Officer 
Major  Hill  of  the  Madras  Fusiliers  in  the  pagoda. 

His  report  cannot  be  prepared  to-day,  for  there  are 
details  respecting  the  admirable  conduct  of  the  Peguers 
whose  funilies  came  under  his  protection,  and  he  has 
wonderfully  managed  to  sare  them. 

I  have  come  the  second  time  to  Pegu  with  the  full 
intention  of  going  onwards,  as  ten  miles  from  this,  at  a 
pkce  called  Lephangoon,  on  the  road  to  Sho^-Gyne,  there 
are  the  Pegu  fiunilies  in  bond  at  a  Burman  station  there, 
held  for  the  fidelity  of  their  husbands  in  the  Burmese 
ranks,  which  I  hope  to  release  to-morrow;  at  ail  events 
to  follow  the  force  that  has  been  troubliog  this  country, 
and  break  it  up;  but  I  cannot  state  how  far  I  can  go,  as 
the  progress  of  all  soldiers  depends  upon  feeding  them, 
which  can  never  be  left  to  accident 

I  have  found  more  carriage  than  I  expected  here,  which 
will  assist  us  very  much. 

I  have  ordered  a  land  column,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant-Colohel  Sturt  of  the  67th  Bengal  N.  I.,  to 
mardi  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river — ^where  I  have  been 
informed  there  is  a  good  hackery  road  to  Pegu— consist- 
ing of  half  the  Madras  Horse  Artillery,  50  of  the  Ram- 
ghur  Horse,  and  400  of  the  67th  Bengal  N.  I.,  but  with 
instructions  if  he  should  meet  with  any  serious  difficulty 
to  return;  and  I  hope  to  have  them  up  at  Lephangoon. 

I  expect  soon  to  furnish  the  Government  with  a  detailed 
account  of  the  proceedings  of  this  army. 

Commodore  Lambert  has  a  steamer  ready  to  convey  this 
Despatch  on  its  arrival  at  Rangoon.     I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)        H.  Godwin,  Major-General. 


APPENDIX.  473 

On  reaching  the  usual  landing-place  he  was  received  by 
the  enemy  with  a  heavy  fire,  and  on  landing  he  found  the 
Bnrmeee  too  numerous  to  contend  with.  He  therefore 
deemed  it  prudent  to  retreat^  haying  in  a  very  short  time 
had  four  men  killed  and  28  wounded,  amongst  the  latter 
two  Officers  severely,  and  his  coxswain  was  shot  dead  by 
his  side.  A  return  of  the  casualties  on  this  occasion  is 
enclosed,  marked  B. 

5.  On  his  return  he  met  the  NerbuddOy  but  being  quite 
nnoertain  as  to  the  extent  of  the  force  he  would  be  exposed 
to,  he  determined  to  bring  them  back. 

6.  I  immediately  consulted  with  Major-General  Godwin, 
who  determined  to  go  himself  to  Pegu  with  a  considerable 
force,  and  I  appropriated  for  this  service  the  Mahanuddy 
and  Nmhudda  steamers,  and  a  number  of  native  cargo- 
boats,  the  long-boats  of  the  transports,  and  the  boats  of  the 
squadron. 

7.  Before  10  o'clock  that  night  Captain  Tarleton  had 
embarked  1,050  men,  composing  the  land  force,  in  the 
boats,  and  left  Rangoon  for  Pegu.  The  armed  force  under 
his  conmiand,  belonging  to  the  squadron,  is  detailed  in 
Enclosure  C. 

8.  The  steam-vessels  Mahanuddy  and  Nerbudda  had 
both  been  disabled,  but  through  the  activity  and  ability  of 
Mr  Berry,  the  superintending  Engineer,  they  were  tempo- 
rarily repaired ;  and  Major-General  Godwin  having  em- 
barked with  400  more  Europeans  in  these  vessels,  started 
next  morning. 

9.  A  land  force,  Qnder  Colonel  Sturt  of  the  67th  Regi- 
ment B.  N.  I.,  also  marched  for  Pegu,  leaving  Rangoon  on 
the  morning  of  the  Idth. 


11.  I  fully  coincide  with  tl 
Captain  Tarleton  respecting 
this  squadron  serving  under  Li 
sion  have  been  actuated  by  th 
spirit  to  fulfil  their  duty  that  tl 
oat  the  war.     I  bare,  <kc. 

(Signed) 


Mbmorandum  shewing  the  Fort 

j9oaf»— Commander  Shadwel 

Starboard  Paddle-box  Boat.- 

Mr  Edgar  Cookson^  Midshipmi 

PoH  Faddle-box  BoaL-^JOne 

Arthur  Morphy,  Master's  Assifi 

Assistant  Surgeon, — 15  men. 

Pmitace.*— One  1 2-ponnder  he 
Mr  Hudson,  Midshipman, — ^15 

Barge, — One  12-pounder  hoi 
Lieutenant  Nightin/s[ale,  R.  M..* 
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Total.— 133  Officers  and  onen/accompaDied  by  Captain 
Mallooky  Bengal  Artilleiy,  and  12  Artillerymen  in  two 
cargo  boats. 

(Signed)    Charles  F.  A.  Shadwell,  Commander. 

B. 
List  of  Killed  and  WomvDED  at  Pbou^  10th  December 
1852. 
ff.  M,  S.  Fox. 
Mr  C.  A.  B.  Pocock^  mate^  woondedi  severely. 
James  Tilman,  A.  B.,  wounded^  severely. 
John  Jones,  A.  B.,  wonndedi  severely. 
Michael  M'Avoy,  ordinary,  wonnded,  dangeronsly. 
Thomas  Christian,  marine,  wounded,  dangerously,  since 
dead. 

William  Tucker,  marine,  wounded,  dangerously,  since 
dead. 

Henry  Budd,  marine,  wounded,  severely. 
Walter  Bell,  marine,  wounded,  slightly. 
Charles  Smith,  marine,  wounded,  slightly. 

ff.  M.  S.  Sphinx. 
Mr  W.  E.  Cookson,  Midshipman,  wounded,  very  severely. 
Thomas  Davis,  gunner's  mate,  killed. 
William  Mitchell,  Captain  foretop,  wounded,  slightly. 
James  Blanch,  Captain  maintop,  wounded,  slightly. 
Stephen  Collison,  stoker,  killed. 
John  Stephens,  gunner,  R.  M.  Artillery,  wounded,  severely. 

E.  I.  C.  S.  Moozuffer. 
John  Willis,  A.B.,  wounded,  veiy  severely,  since  dead. 
John  Asboin,  gunner,  B.  Artillery,  wounded,  severely. 
Thomas  MacKissick,  A.B.,  wounded,  severely. 
William  Robinson,  A.B.,  wounded,  severely. 


«-«*i  xjiiraaiey,  gm 
John  Bence,  A.B., 
William  Brown,  A. 
A  Bunnese  boatma 
(Signed) 

In  addition  to  the  i 
Berving  with  the  Na 
loss: — 

1  aeigeant,  i  go, 

•eirerely  wound 

Total  32.— Oi 

^inaction 


MmioBANDUMoftheK 

Boats  of  H.M.S. 
Captain  Tarleton,  in  o 
Commander  R.  Lambej 
Weutenant  W.  B.  Mai 
Mr  R.  Stuigess,  second 
MrT.Seccoml>e,as8isfa 
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Boats  of  Moozuffety  manned  and  armed. 
Mr  Freeman,  master. 
Mr  Templar,  midshipman . 

Boats  of  Berenice,  manned  and  anned. 
Mr  Mannerly,  master. 

E.  I.  a  S.  V.  Fire  Queen's  paddle-box  boats. 

Gun  Party. 
Commander  Charles  F.  A.  Shadwell,  R.N.,  Sphinx. 
Lieutenant  Robinson,  I.N.,  Jfoozufer. 
Mr  J.  S.  Hudson,  midshipman.  Fox, 
Mr  A.  A.  Smith,  midshipman.  Sphinx. 
Mr  Dawkins,  midshipman,  Moozufer. 

(Signed)        J.  W.  Tarleton,  Captain. 

Captain  J.  W.  Tarleton,  to  His  Excellency  Commodore 
G.  R.  Lambert. 
ff.  M.'s  ship  Fox's  Gig,  in  the  Pegu  River, 
December  16,  1852. 
Sir,  — I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency 
that  in  pursuance  of  your  instructions  at  2  p.  m.  of  the 
11th,  that  1,400  men,  under  the  command  of  Major-Genend 
Godwin,  C.B.,  should  be  embarked  with  the  greatest  de- 
spatch for  Pegu,  and  placing  Commanders  Shadwell  and 
Lambert  under  my  orders,  I  put  myself  in  communication 
with  the  Quartermaster-General's  Department,  and  after 
ascertaining  the  number  of  native  boats  that  could  be 
supplied  for  the  conveyance  of  troops,  stores,  and  provi- 
sions, with  Commander  Lambert's  assistance  I  embarked 
1,050  men  in  the  boats,  and  left  Rangoon  at  11   p.m., 
leaving  Commander  Shadwell  to  follow  in  the  steamer  with 
Major-General  Godwin  and  the  remainder  of  the  troops. 


»>nf.fu  following  ;  i 
'i^'-r-  At  tho  end 
«  ort»  aiu'honHl  with 
P^'S«-  On  the  morn 
I  P^t>cec<^eJ  with  th 

»»e»W*  to  effect  »8i, 
fiwMnile,beio^p^^ 

•t7A.it.    TheifiO, 

•ni?»l  of  the  troopa 
PKwwded  IB  the  jr« 

*»»Jfii*«.i«Wywhei 
•reDfng,  she  having  i 

^    I  immediately 
*«*Ai,  but  by  this  tim 
"*»«  »■«•  compeUed  to 
•»«*  «W  not  reach  the 
The  troope  were  huide 

•»J»t7theanny.dT, 
J  ftppoiDted  Commaa 

»wo  of  the  boats' g„„, 

♦»'»»«them.toaoooop 
•*rt  aadeted  me  in  th. 
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down  to  attaek  us.  I  immediatelj  landed  all  the  dispos- 
able men,  leaving  only  sufficient  to  work  the  guns  in  the 
boata  This  demonstration,  and  the  fire  of  a  few  shells  and 
soekete^  served  to  check  their  advance.  At  this  time  the 
NeHmdda,  on  the  fiJling  tide,  had  anfortnnately  grounded 
on  a  stake,  and  her  two  foremost  compartments  filled  with 
water.  It  became  necessaiy  to  put  her  on  shore  to  repair 
the  damage.  To  move  from  our  position  was  therefore 
impossible,  and  I  proceeded  to  strengthen  it  by  landing 
some  rockets,  felling  trees,  and  throwing  up  intrench- 
meats.  The  march  of  the  army  to  the  eastward  of  the 
pagoda  had  left  the  enemy  in  possession  of  the  lower 
defences  on  the  river's  bank,  and  I  was  sensible  that  he 
had  it  in  his  power  greatly  to  annoy  us.  He  reconnoitred 
our  position  with  a  few  horse  in  the  evening,  but  did  not 
further  molest  us.  At  2  p.m.  I  had  the  satisfiEMstion  of 
observing  the  preconcerted  ngnal  that  the  army  had  forced 
its  way  into  the  pagoda^  which  intelligence  was  confirmed 
to. me  by  Cominander  Shadwell  on  the  morning  of  the  15th. 

In  the  evening  Ihis  Officer  returned  with  his  party  of 
seamen  and  a  guard.  He.  informed  me  of  the  river  bank 
being  cleared  of  the  cinemy;  .and  it  is  therefore  my  inten- 
tion to  move  up  with  the  boats  with  the  morning  flood- 
tide.  I  reconnoitred  the  river  defences  now  evacuated, 
and  am  only  surprised  that  Commander  Shadwell  should 
have  been  able  to  pass  and  repass  them  in  his  late  attempt 
to  communicate  with  the  garrison  at  Pegu.  They  are,  for 
the  purpose,  of  the  most  formidable  description,  and  com- 
pletely command  the  passage  of  the  river  for  a  distance  of 
nearly  five  miles. 

Your  Excellency,  knowing  the  nature  of  the  service 
that  has  been  performed,  will  appreciate  the  seal  of  both 


(S«IMli) 


NOTI 
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•pfttches  ndstiye  to  recent  opeiations  in  the  neighbonriiood 
of  P^ga  shall  be  pabliahed  for  general  information. 

The  Governor- Gkneral  in  Connpil  has  to  express  his 
approbation  of  the  alaoritj  and  spirit  with  which  this 
harassing  dntj  has  been  performed,  and  his  sense  of  the 
services  of  the  Major-General  commanding,  and  of  the 
Officers  whose  names  he  has  speciallj  brought  to  the 
notice  of  his  Lordship  in  Council  in  the  Despatch  of  the 
24th  ultimo. 

The  Governor-General  in  Council  particularij  desires 
to  record  his  high  approbation  of  the  gallant  conduct  of 
Major  Hill  of  the  Madras  Fusiliers,  and  of  the  Officers 
and  men  under  his  command,  in  their  defence  of  the  posi- 
tion they  held  at  Pegu, 

By  order  of  the  Most  Noble  the  Gk>vemor-General 
of  India  in  Council, 

(Signed)        C.  Allen,  Offlr.  Secretary  to  the 
Gov*,  of  India. 

No.  22. 

Extract  from  a  Despatch  from  Major-General  Godwin, 
C.  B.,  commanding  Troops  in  Ava,  Arracan,  and  Tenas- 
serim  Provinces,  dated  2^th  December  1 852. 

In  my  last  Despatch  from  Pegu,  dated  the  15th  instant, 
after  having  relieved  it  from  the  enemy,  I  had  the  honour 
of  informing  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Governor- 
General  in  Council,  that  it  was  my  intention  to  advance 
into  the  country,  and  free  that  garrison  from  the  near 
position  of  the  Burmese  army. 

At  that  time  I  had  been  informed  they  were  at  Lephan- 
goon,  but  from  subsequent  information  I  found  them  en- 

h2 


TVvii  tke  hx^ 

•i'-Jfc?*    r^  Ti-7  tar  r  la  iic  iijcr^iics.  asi  li*  fowe 


Mi\i  t-v-TKH  n  k  iiw  *.Snc:  rri  il-.*?  ix  car  fr;ci. 

,'iir  «ww  «r*c^  Twva  muwr  *:ti&  *ic  I  nacc^i  ic^w-iri* 
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charge  of  the  left  colaiun,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tador 
the  right.  Skirmishers  were  thrown  out  on  both  sides, 
but  as  we  advanced  thej  retired  for  about  two  miles  fur- 
ther, when  they  took  up  an  alignment  close  to  a  long 
range  of  barracks  which  they  had  evidently  occupied  on 
different  occasions.  The  two  columns  threw  out  advanced 
parties  for  attack,  but  as  we  neared  them  they  again 
retired,  leaving  the  barracks  in  our  possession.  It  was 
now  nearly  dark,  and  as  they  appeared  to  be  going  away 
altogether  we  burnt  their  barracks  and  retired  to  our 
bivouac,  three  miles,  where  our  baggage  and  followers  had 
remained  under  a  strong  guard. 

The  next  day,  the  19th  instant,  on  inquiry  into  the 
state  of  the  Commissariat,  I  found  I  had  not  quite  three 
days*  provisions  left,  and  very  deficient  in  some  articles, 
and  it  became  imperative  on  me  to  return  to  Pegu,  which 
I  did  that  day.  Had  I  had  the  means  of  carrying  with 
me  12  days'  provisions  I  would  have  pursued  them  over 
the  Sitang  River,  but  I  am  sadly  crippled  everywhere  for 
want  of  carriage,  except  at  Rangoon,  where  I  do  not 
require  it 

I  propose  to  detach  Brigadier-General  Steel  with  a  force 
to  Moulmein — where  he  will  find  every  description  of  car- 
riage in  abundance  for  tents  and  materiel  of  all  kinds — ^to 
proceed  to  Beling,  Sho^-Gyne,  and  Sitang,  and  crossing 
that  river  to  return  by  Pegu  to  Rangoon,  as  he  may  deem 
practicable,  which  may  force  this  army  north  towards 
Prome,  which  it  must  I  think,  as  it  cannot  go  to  Pegu, 
and  which  will  be  the  best  course  for  us  it  can  take. 

I  embarked  at  Pegu  on  the  20th,  and  arrived  on  the 
mornings  of  the  22d,  leaving  a  reinforcement  with  the 


uencral  in  ( 'ouncil  for  a  scr 
in^  ami  arduous,  and  for  ^ 
field  so  little  prepared,  hut  ^ 
fulness  and  alacrity — where 
with  the  enemy  presented 
and  which  confers  the  highe 

To  Brigadier-Geneial  Stc 
wannest  co-operation  throuj 

To  Brigadier  Dickenson 
anxiooB  to  render  me  his  ah 

To  Lieutenant- Colonel  Tn 
upon  with  his  regiment^  tl 
parties  for  assaults  ;  and  on 
garrison  of  Pegu  I  detaohe 
clear  the  road  commnnicatii 
the  river.  The  Lieutenant- 
most  effectually  under  a  heai 

To  Captain  Latter,  my  Int 
always  under  his  charge,  and 
with  his  usual  gallantry. 

To  Major  Armstrong,  with 
erer  they  were  called  upon« 

To  Majors  Gerrard  and  Sei 
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£Uiott  of  tho  Madnw  Fusilien,  and  Lieutenant  Harria  of 
tbe  Sappen>  who  rendered  important  assistance,  I  ani 
much  indebted. 

The  General  Staffs — ^Major  Mayhew,  Depnty  Adjutant- 
General,  and  Captain  Hamilton,  Assistant  Adjutant-Gene- 
ral, Captain  Bnme,  Military  Secretary,  and  Captain  Ghads^ 
Aide-de-Camp,  I  warmly  thank;  as  also  Major  Neill^ 
Assistant  Adjutant-General,  and  Major  Atkinson,  Assist- 
ant Qnartermastei^G^neral,  Madras  Division,  and  Cap- 
tains Dallas  and  Travers,  Aidea-de-Carop  on  the  Staff  of 
Brigadier-General  Steel,  for  their  uncommon  exertions 
during  this  service. 

To  Surgeons  M'Cosh  and  Balfour,  and  the  Medical 
Department,  the  Service  is  much  indebted. 

The  short  interval  between  the  time  I  received  the 
intelligence  of  the  investment  of  Pegu  from  Captains 
Tarleion  and  Shadwell,  and  the  embarkation  of  the  troops 
the  same  evening,  when  by  9  o*c]ock  p.  m.  1,400  men, 
with  iheii  fiuUet'iel,  were  sent  on  board,  under  the  eye  of 
that  valuable  Officer  Captain  Tarleton  of  the  Royal  Navy, 
till  its  disembarkation  near  Pegu,  and  its  re-embarkation 
on  return  here,  was  marked  by  wonderful  exertion  and 
arrangement;  and  that,  with  tlie  aid  and  assistance  I 
received  from  him  with  the  men-of-war's  boats,  calls  for 
every  acknowledgment. 

To  Captain  Shadwell  I  also  feel  greatly  indebted  for 
his  assistance  and  exertions  on  this  occasion. 

I  forward  to  the  Governor-General  in  Council  the  de- 
tailed account  of  the  investment  of  Pegu  by  the  Burmese 
Army,  and  the  noble  defence  made  by  Major  Hill  and  his 
brave  garrison,  for  the  Government  to  select  what,  in  its 
wisdom,  it  may  think  proper  to  publish. 


:r.rw  .jay<.  an-i  to  take  the 
:o  ^y  :::ai  rho  ;p?3erai  hea 
i^  their  oo-.iu -,  is  verv  sa 


Extiact  from  a  Letter  from  I 
dated  18a 
A  termination  to  onrani 
frwa  the  5th  to  the  14th 
•*»»t  hj  the  arriTal  of  a 
the  penonal  commaiid  of  : 
■ending  the  Foms,  I  am  n 
Major-OttMial  a  detailed  n 
that  period. 

I  do  mvself  the  honour  to 
infonnation,  that  for  some 
Appearing  in  oar  ricinit j  we^ 
were  seen  within  two  miles  i 
Elephants  and  gold  umhreUi 
main  army  was  not  far  off;  an 
Monng-Kjouk-Loung  comm 
Gjne,  I  felt  it  neceesaiy  to  k 
that  portion  of  his  force,  whic 
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•By  cflMed.  Large  bodies  of  infimtry  were  sera  the  next 
noniiig  from  the  elevated  post  of  the  pagoda  moving  in 
diffarent  direetions,  and  from  150  to  200  Cassaj  horsemen, 
and  bj  half-past  8  o'clock  ▲.  m.  a  very  heavy  fire  was 
opened  npon  the  sonth-west  angle  of  the  pagoda,  imme- 
diately adjoining  which  I  had  stockaded  in  abont  2,000 
Pegaers  with  their  frmilies. 

On  the  3d  instant  I  was  informed  that  for  some  dis- 
tance to  the  southward  and  eastward  a  very  large  num- 
ber of  carts  were  approaching  the  pagoda,  and  by  sonset 
216,  filled  mostly  with  women  and  children,  besides  a 
great  many  men,  arrived  and  claimed  British  protection  : 
I  felt  this  to  be  a  greater  charge  than  defending  the  gar- 
rison, having  perfect  confidence  in  the  troops  ;  I  resolved 
therefore  on  the  following  morning  to  draw  the  whole 
of  the  P^aers  into  a  compact  body  under  the  walls  of  the 
pagoda.  Working  parties  from  all  the  European  and 
Native  troops  in  the  garrison,  with  the  Officers,  besides 
every  disposable  public  follower,  were  ready  by  6  o'clock 
the  following  morning  to  clear  away  a  tope  of  large  trees 
for  their  accommodation.  Every  one  worked  with  such 
hearty  good-will  that  by  mid-day  every  tree  was  felled, 
and  the  Sappers  were  in  readiness,  with  the  assistance  of 
the  Peguers,  to  make  a  stockade.  By  night-fall  two  sides 
of  the  stockades  were  completed,  and  the  greater  portion 
of  the  bandies  brought  within  it,  thus  enabling  the  frmi- 
lies  to  have  both  food  and  shelter  in  their  carts. 

The  enemy  having  taken  up  their  position  round  us, 
never  left  it  until  the  day  on  which  General  Godwin 
relieved  the  garrison.  I  believe  I  am  speaking  within 
bounds  when  I  say  there  must  have  been  fully  G,000  men 
regularly  employed  in  investing  the  pagoda,  from  the  space 


4rtEii]iix. 


Il^f  c»Tff«il ;  mtd  m  mmt^  did  ftoj  fad  mU  vxtwm  ivm 
0m  6f^.  ihu  it  WcttiMe  Iks  Bi«re  iicc«BMtfj  to  pr^i?rT<!  tlie 
rigUAMi^  m  ptmr^i  ntffirbe  at  any  time  Uivj? 
I»  ittiipt:  II ;  tbc4r  attacks  were  cUiofly  diivctcd 
tiM  ft|ftra»  «ad  oio  iJke  Might  of  tlio  ilth  a  rery 
0fknn4^  mx4  91:11  kept  up  m«Biill  waa  um^o  upon  thflm  fiH 

ftbcVQt  tw  bcMUS. 

Kiftit  «{%«r  Qiji^l  gOttg«  wvm  «o4iii4tiig  m  di  Cerent  put* 
^r  tli<^  j«t&gH  w^iebf  aati  llictr  aliouliiig^  informed  us  wkett 
tli^  vQCt  e^iocitiii^  ikw  troop«.  Sevexal  otber  det«^ 
sfaMd  ■■iilli  w«i*  awd(«  on  Tiuimn  ^dM  af  the  pagodft, 

whirli  Jitjvo  ikons  K^i^k .      Tfit^  la."!   attiiok  wa^   imijlo  tlie 

day  before  the  airifml  of  the  troc^.  On  the  moniiig  in 
qQestion  (the  13th),  at  20  minntes  past  5  o*elocky  midn 
eorer  of  a  dense  fog  which  hnng  oret  the  ground  below 
the  pagoda,  a  ahoat  was  snddenlj  heaid,  and  a  laigt 
body  of  men  rnshed  across  an  open  piece  of  ground  on  the 
south-east  angle  of  the  stockade^  which  was  the  weakest 
point  of  the  P^^ers'  position.  A  pioqueti  wht^  was 
always  kept  in  readiness  at  the  head  of  the  steps,  imme- 
diately ran  to  their  assistance,  the  men  ranging  themselTes 
among  the  Peguers ;  and  so  determined  was  the  attack, 
that  our  Peguers  and  the  enemy  had  a  hand-to-haad  con* 
test  with  their  spears,  and  sereral  were  dangerously 
wounded ;  the  picquet  also  using  the  bayonet  at  the  ssme 
time.  There  must  have  been  great  loss  on  the  part  ol  the 
enemy,  as  the  ground  was  open  both  to  our  battery  and 
the  musketiy  from  our  wall^  but  as  the  fog  hung  oyer  the 
low  lands  for  some  time  after,  they  were  able  to  conrey 
away  their  dead,  and  only  three  or  four  were  found  kiUed 
close  to  the  stockade. 


\ 
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In  conelamoQ^  I  beg  to  nj  a  few  words  in  reference  to 
tlie  Officers  and  men  composing  this  garrison. 

Little  that  I  can  say  with  respect  to  the  practical  know- 
ledge of  Lieutenant  Campbell,  of  the  Bengal  Engineers, 
which  he  has  already  gained  on  field  service,  coald  add  to 
his  reputation  as  a  good  serrioe  Officer,  but  his  unremit- 
ting zeal  in  planning  and  canying  out  his  soggestions  has 
mainly  contributed  to  the  small  loss  sustained  by  the 
troops. 

Lieutenant  James,  of  the  Bengal  Artillery,  who  was  the 
only  Artillery  Officer  I  had  to  give  directions  for  the 
working  of  the  guns  on  the  four  angles  of  the  pagoda^  has 
performed  his  arduous  duties  much  to  my  satis&ction. 

Lieutenant  Harris,  of  the  Madras  Sappers,  who  has  but 
recently  joined  that  distinguished  corps,  has  proved  him- 
self to  be  a  most  efficient  Sapper  Officer,  from  the  short 
time  he  took  to  finish  the  stockade  for  the  Peguers,  and 
the  manner  in  which  he  executed  a  plan  for  a  covered 
galleiy  to  enable  the  water-carriers  to  supply  the  troops 
with  water  with  safety  to  themselves. 

Lieutenant  Dangerfield,  of  the  1st  Madras  Fusiliers, 
my  Staff  Officer,  is  an  intelligent,  enterprising,  and  most 
promising  Officer,  and  I  found  I  could  entrust  duties  to 
bim  which  required  coolness  and  judgment,  with  perfect 
confidence. 

The  Officers  and  men,  both  European  and  Native,  com- 
posing the  garrison,  have  performed  their  duties  in  a  most 
admirable  and  satis&ctory  manner.  The  harassing  duties 
all  were  exposed  to  for  eight  days  and  nights,  without 
intermission,  requires  no  further  comment  than  by  my 
adding  that  their  constant  vigilance  and  steadiness  were 
conspicuous  throughout  the  whole  of  the  operations. 
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appfoached  as  the  Burmeee,  it  was  mj  most  earneet  desire 
to  have  placed  the  senriceB  of  these  two  Armsy  composing 
a  part  of  the  colamn  under  mj  command,  at  Major-G«ne- 
>ai  Grodwin*8  disposal  at  the  earliest  possible  period,  and 
it  was  not  therefnre  without  a  feeling  of  great  regret  I 
fonnd-  my  best  exertions  ineffectoal  to  secure  the  abore 
object^  the  General  commanding  the  Forces  hariag  left 
Pegu  two  days  preyious  to  my  arnTal. 

The  extent  of  oountiy  trarersed  by  my  column,  though 
not  exceeding  perhi^  72  miles,  presented  considerable 
obstacles  to  the  rapid  adrance  of  artillefy,  and  a  long 
train  of  carriages  with  supplies  for  the  troops. 

Three  bridges  were  obliged  to  be  constructed  oyer  tidal 
nullahs,  marshy  tracks  to  be  rendered  firm,  roads  to  be 
cut,  and  their  course  even  to  be  marked  out  by  the  friendly 
Karens. 

These  people,  to  the  number  of  upwards  oi  100,  made 
themselres  yeiy  useful  on  the  road,  and  the  bridges  were 
all  constructed  by  them  with  a  degree  of  good-will  and 
promptness  much  to  the  credit  of  the  poor  people.  I  beg 
to  bring  specially  to  the  notice  of  the  Major-General  the 
great  assistance  received  from  a  Karen,  of  much  influence 
with  his  tribe,  named  Kyouk-kh^,  who  accompanied  the 
colamn  the  whde  way  from  Rangoon. 

After  leaving  Rangoon  to  our  rear  about  seven  miles, 
the  countiy  began  to  disclose  its  plains,  belted  at  distances 
by  jungle.  The  course  of  the  column  often  lay  closely 
skirting  the  jungles  for  miles,  and  frequently  directly 
through  them, — glades  suddenly  opening  out,  and  again 
giving  place  to  jungle. 

Between  Thoung-too-Loo,  distant  about  15  miles  from 
Rangoon,  and  Theda-mu-thaee,  19  miles  from  Pegu,  no- 
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LETTER  REFERRED  TO  AT  PAGE  119  OF  THE  NARRATIVE. 

Pkgu,  28ih  November  1852. 
On  the  24th  the  gan-boata,  which  lie  off  the  Coinxiii»- 
aaiiat  wharf,  one  and  a  half  miles  from  the  pagoda,  were 
Attacked  from  the  west  bank,  bnt  we  aoon  drove  off  the 
fiurmano.  We  wrought  hard  the  following  days,  repairing 
the  wall  of  the  upper  terrace  bj  stockading,  and  cleared 
away  a  good  deal  of  the  jungle.  Last  nighty  at  9  o'clock, 
I  was  woke  up  by  firing  on  the  east  fiice,  and  before  I 
eould  get  to  our  howitxer  on  the  north-east  corner  a  ser- 
geant had  fired  a  round  of  grape  into  the  middle  of  a  crowd 
of  Burmese  who  were  making  a  tremendous  noise  at  the 
foot  of  the  steps.  1  then  fired  another, — and  we  dis- 
covered that  the  pagoda  was  attacked  all  round,  and  the 
gun-boats  and  wharf,  where  a  picquet  of  30  Europeans 
and  do  Sepoys  were  placed,  began  firing  at  the  sametime, 
so  there  must  have  been  about  5,000  men  altogether. 
They  kept  up  a  heavy  fire  at  the  steps  for  some  time,  and 
horn  a  mound  about  1 00  yards  in  front,  where  1  sent  two 
shells,  which  burst  beautifully.  The  other  howitser  at 
the  west  gate  was  fired  once  with  grape  at  a  crowd  of 
men  who  rushed  out  from  the  left  of  the  steps,  and  tried  to 
escape  over  the  plain.  The  firing  continued  sharp  till 
about  12  o'clock.  They  had  a  jingal  pointed  at  the  north 
gate,  but  all  their  shots  were  too  high.  We  could  hear 
them  plainly  shouting  to  one  another,  and  horses  neighing, 
bnt  saw  veiy  few,  as  the  jungle  was  so  thick.  They  got 
up  into  the  trees  and  sniped  at  us,  but  were  soon  driven 
out  of  their  perches.  My  want  of  ammunition  prevented 
me  from  firing  as  I  ought.     I  hope  some  notice  has  been 
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beautiful  place  to  live  in  if  it  were  not  so  isolated;  the 
climate  is  delicioos^  but  the  dew  is  veij  heavy  at  night,  and 
mjgiinnen  feel  the  want  of  their  bedding  as  thejare  obliged 
to  sleep  in  the  open  air  on  aoconnt  of  mosqnitoes,  which 
aie  positirely  avffvl  here,^-cnrtaans  are  scarcely  of  any  use. 
I  hope  the  hedding  will  soon  be  sent,  also  the  Lascars* 
bandies,  and  cooking  things.  Has  any  arrangement  been 
made  about  withdrawing  our  Apothecary)  The  poor  chap 
has  not  even  a  change  of  clothes,  and  only  a  mat  to  sleep  on. 
We  hare  only  one  man  (Murray)  in  hospital  from  dysen- 
tery. We  hare  no  wounded  beyond  two  or  three  of  the 
picquet  slightly  in  the  hands  and  arms  last  night  Excuse 
this  scrambling  letter,  as  the  boat  goes  early  to-morrow, 
and  I  must  send  this  directly.  My  principal  wants  are 
ammunition,  the  mens*  bedding,  the  Lascars'  small  traps, 
and  some  money.     I  hope  this  will  reach  you  before  you 

start  if  you  are  destined  for  Prome.      Tell  L about 

the  attadc,  I  suppose  we  shall  soon  have  another. 


I  2 


t^  CroTenMT  of  Maitilbi 


BeJiog, 

Tlek-Kalih,  (or  Kiektoh) 

Binlaeiigy  >         .        . 

Kok-GooDy    ... 

YcDjeeog, 

Gok,     .        .        ,        , 

ArtillArvmAn 
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Ammunition^  <bc. 

Copper  QuuBy       -        -        -        -  g 

Iron  Guns,       -        -        -        -  15 

JingaLs^ 45 

Yifls.    tieals.* 

Saltpetre,         .         -         -         -  84       50 

Powder,  prepared,         -        -        -  883 

Sulphur,           -         -         -         -  457       ... 

Lead, 600 

Flints, 1745  in  Nomber. 

Cannon  and  Jingal  Balls,       -        -  1855        „ 

Leaden  Ballets,         ...  1100        „ 


Paddyin  the  Granary,reeeived  from  the)  ^^  j^j).  ^^j^^^ 
former  Goyemor  Kouk-Kyoung-Bob,  f      '       ^ 

Paddy  of  the  year  1210,         -        -  3,415        „ 

Ditto,  1211,  -        -  2,745        „ 

Ditto,  1212,         -         -  2,915         „ 


Consumed  by  the  Forces, 


23,1 84  j  baskets. 
7,642 


15,542^ 


*  For  the  sake  of  English  readers  it  may  be  stated  that  a 
ritt  weighs  3  lb.  *65,  and  a  Heal  ^^th  part  of  this.  A  basket  of 
paddy  weighs  from  56  to  68  lbs. 
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of  Fa.  Hian,  the  Chinese  pilgrim  who  visited  India  about 
the  fifth  century,  threw  a  sun-beam  on  the  expression. 
He  constantly  designates  the  great  desert  north  of  Burmah, 
and  between  China  and  Thibet^  as  'the  river  of  sand;' 
and  in  the  Chinese  map  of  India  a  branch  of  this  desert 
is  seen  to  stretch  down  south,  for  several  degrees  of  lati- 
tude, and  then  turn  and  run  westward  for  a  long  distuice. 
This  desert  is  marked  '  quicksands.*  There  can  there- 
fore scarcely  be  a  rational  doubt  but  that  this  is  Uhe 
river  of  running  sand '  which  their  ancestors  crossed  at  a 
remote  period  before  Zimmay  was  founded.  Tradition 
further  states  that  when  the  Karen  Nation  immigrated  to 
this  conntiy  they  found  the  Shans,  contrary  to  their 
expectation,  dwelling  in  the  region  of  Zimmay.  Serica 
and  Sera»  and  the  river  Serus,  are  represented  by  Ptolemy 
as  in  the  region  north  of  Burmah;  and  from  incidental 
notices  in  the  old  poetry  of  the  Karens  it  appears  that 
there  was  a  country  north  of  these  Provinces  known  to 
them  in  ancient  times  by  the  name  of  Sairai.  One  stanza 
runs  thus: — 

*  The  waters  of  Sai-rai,  of  Sairai, 
The  countiy  of  Sai-rai,  of  Sai-rai ; 
It  18  famous  for  the  frogs  that  are  there. 
It  is  famous  for  the  fish  that  are  there.' 

"  Malte  Brun,  on  the  authority  of  Marco  Polo,  says — 
'  The  country  of  Caride  is  the  southest  point  of  Thibet,  and 
perhaps  the  country  of  the  Nation  of  the  Canunes,  which 
is  spread  over  Ava;'  and  Teen — a  word  signifying  heaven, 
but  used  by  some  of  the  Chinese  to  signify  God — occurs  in 
Karen  poetry  as  the  name  of  the  God  of  a  people  with 
whom  they  were  formerly  connected.    The  Karen  bnguage 
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haye  been  stodied.  The  Sgaua  are  remarkable  for  the 
Soriptnral  traditions  that  exist  among  them.  Thej  have 
tiaditions  of  the  creation,  the  temptation,  the  £bi11,  and  the 
dispersion  of  nations,  in  prose  and  verse,  nearly  as  accurate 
as  they  are  found  in  the  Bible.  The  following  is  a  single 
specimen : — 

*  Andentlj,  Crod  commanded*  but  Satan  appeared  briDging 

destruction : 
Formerly  God  oonmianded,  but  Satan  appeared  deceiving 

onto  death. 
The  woman  £-n  and  the  man  Tha-nai  pleased  not  the  eye  of 

the  dragon. 
The  persons  of  £-n  and  Tha-nai  pleased  not  the  mind  of  the 

dragon, 
The  dragon  looked  on  them, — the  dragon  beguiled  the  woman 

and  Tha-nai. 

'  How  IS  this  said  to  have  happened  f 
The  great  dragon  succeeded  in  deceiving— deceiving  mito 
death. 

'  How  do  thej  say  it  was  done ! 

A  yellow  firoit  took  the  great  dragon,  and  gave  to  the  chil- 
dren of  Grod. 

A  white  fmit  took  the  great  dragon,  and  gave  to  the  daughter 
and  son  of  Crod. 

*  They  transgressed  the  commands  of  God,  and  God  turned 

his  face  from  them. 
They  transgressed  the  commands  of  Grod,  and  God  turned 

away  from  them. 
They  kept  not  all  the  words  of  God — were  deceived,  deceived 

unto  sickness ; 
They  kept  not  all  the  law  of  God — were  deceived,  deceived 

unto  death.' 
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APPENDIX    XI. 

NOTES  FURNISHED  BT  A  MADRAS  OFFICER  ON  THE 
8ITANO  BORE. 

The  bore  in  the  Sitang  river  is  stated  to  be  at  the  mouth, 
and  for  some  miles  up,  thrice  as  high  as  the  surf  at  Madras, 
(from  25  to  30  feet !)  Commodore  Lynch,  I.  N.,  told  me 
that  the  best  information  he  had  been  able  to  procure 
at  Moulmein  and  elsewhere  on  the  coast,  confirmed  this 
account  of  it  He  had,  I  believe,  consulted  a  merchant- 
captain  uamed  Miller,  residing  at  Moulmein,  who  had 
been  in  the  Sitang  and  witnessed  the  ebb  and  flow.  The 
Commodore  explained  to  me  why  the  bore  should  be  of  so 
much  greater  magnitude  in  the  Sitang  than  in  almost  any 
other  river,  arising  from  its  disemboguing  in  almost  the 
extreme  east  comer  of  the  Bay  of  Martaban,  where  the 
pressure  of  the  flood  at  spring-tides,  and  with  a  current 
setting  up  the  bay,  must  be  very  great,  with  little  or  no 
lateral  escape.  Speaking  of  his  intention  of  sending  Lieu- 
tenant Ward  to  survey  its  mouth,  the  Commodore  said 
his  plan  of  taking  light  steamers  and  boats  up  the  river,  if 
necessitated,  would  be  as  follows : — After  having  shoals, 
rocks,  sand-banks>  &c.,  marked  off  with  buoys,  he  should 
await  the  flood  outside — push  in,  and  follow  it  as  &st  as 
possible — ^get  on  as  far  as  he  could  before  the  ebb^  and 
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TON GHOO  DESPATCHED— ifABTABAH  WUJMM* 


NOTIFICATION. 

FartrWiUka^  F^fm^  Ikfvtmemt^ 

The  Most  Noble  the  GoreBMr-Gcaenl  m  CmmA  lae 
misudMe6aa  in  pobfidoa^  Urn  fpmenl  wtwirim^ 
I  of  a  De^iOdb  6oB  Bd^a&r-^CMnl  3c«el,  C  B^ 
i  2dd  Febrwj,  ia  wldcfc  ke  n^Mti  tke  ^emfftCM 
[Too^ioo  bj  tke  lofce  aB^  lif  tmmammdj  zad  tbe  ex- 
I  of  tke  Bcnoe  liMfe  £pw  dke  CMBOB  »ie  4f '^ 

Altlio«^  ^  imniye  ic(RK4^  dke  «aM7  ^i5^e>(  t^ 
» Itti  aibiied  k  fiak  iff  iiriiirij  ^f  frv^jiar  xt  i^^ 

«noefra«ineieMH^MAffiiatfMRtT  Ji  liut 
of  oTery  daly,  bst*  aii  *Krr-sil ':iii 
QoTemor-OvDoii bi  Ct^L mm>  mmi  in 
His  Lcaddup  b  Ciii^  jij^^  ^  ^^j;.,fl^  » 

Oeii«iilStMllwb«tfcribfcrdbe  100^^ 
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to  which  the  troops  and  followers  were  admitted.  Captain 
Clogstonn,  an  Officer  of  the  Quartermaster  -  General's 
Department^  had  proceeded  with  an  escort  of  Irre^lar 
Horse  to  reconnoitre  the  road  in  advance,  when  it  was 
discovered  that  some  of  the  Chiefs  who  had  left  Kyonk- 
Ohee  during  the  previous  night  were  but  a  short  distance 
in  front.  The  remainder  of  the  Horse  were  immediately 
sent  on  under  their  Commanding  Officer,  Lieutenant 
Lambert^  to  join  the  escort  in  advance.  They  fell  in 
with  the  party,  and  a  number  of  carts  loaded  with  families 
(women,  children,  and  baggage,)  about  Ave  miles  from 
camp.  There  were  with  this  party  about  100  or  more 
men,  armed  with  muskets, — two  guns,  and  some  jingals; 
and  in  the  first  encounter,  before  it  was  discovered  that 
they  did  not  intend  to  fire,  two  or  three  of  their  men  were 
hurt. 

Two  of  the  chief  Officers  belonging  to  Kyonk-Ghee, 
with  two  "  Tseekays,"  or  assistants  to  Moungbwa^  Ex- 
Governor  of  Martaban,  were  brought  in.  They  had  no 
desire  to  escape,  but  asserted  that  they  had  been  forced  by 
Moungbwa  to  accompany  him.  I  permitted  them  all^ 
according  to  their  own  desire,  to  return  and  reside  in  the 
town  of  Kyouk-Ghee.  Monngbwa,  riding  in  a  cart  and 
commonly  dressed,  was  not  recognised,  and  escaped  in  the 
crowd.  A  Company  of  the  5th  Madras  Native  Infeuitiy, 
nnder  Captain  James,  was  sent  out  to  escort  the  families 
to  the  town,  which  was  safely  efiected  by  the  evening. 
Five  elephants  and  twenty-five  ponies  were  captured  on 
this  occasion. 

The  force  marched  again  the  following  morning,  the 
18th,  and  on  the  21st  instant^  by  a  march  of  18^  miles, 
was  able  to  reach  the  Sitang  river,  at  Thandobin.     On 
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able  as  a  fortificatioD,  independeDtly  of  its^vast  size,  from 
the  extensiye  dilapidation  of  the  wall  in  many  places^  and 
the  weak  points  offered  by  the  exposed  position  of  all  the 
wooden  gates.  The  latter  have  been  newly  put  np  within 
the  last  three  months,  and  attempts  recently  made  to  repair 
the  fitUen  wall. 

The  information  given  on  my  arrival  here  was,  that 
Monngbwa  and  other  Chiefs  were  probably  still  within 
reach  of  a  forced  march^  as  they  had  only  commenced  their 
retreat  by  the  high  road  to  Ava  on  the  report  brought 
by  Monnglay,  at  noon  the  previoos  day,  of  oar  being  then 
within  9  miles  of  them.  I  was  therefore  induced  to  permit 
the  Detachment  of  Ramghnr  Irregular  Cavalry,  under  Lieu- 
tenant Lamberty  to  proceed  on  their  track,  accompanied  as 
volunteers  by  Captain  Fanshawe,  Deputy  Assistant  Adju- 
tant-General, Captain  Clogstoun,  and  Lieutenant  Maxwell, 
Deputy  Assistant  Quartermaster-General,  and  by  my  Aide- 
de-Camp,  Captain  Travers.  A  very  energetic  pursuit  was 
undertaken  and  continued  for  more  than  20  miles.  It 
was  given  up  on  finding  that  the  flying  Chiefs  were  then 
nearly  10  miles  in  advance,  and  the  horses  unfit  for  fur- 
ther rapid  movement.  They  returned  to  camp  at  10  p.m. 
I  may  therefore  venture  to  state  that  that  part  of  the 
Proclamation  promulgated  on  the  20th  of  December  last» 
which  asserted  that  "such  Burman  troops  as  still  may 
remain  within  the  Province  shall  be  driven  out,"  had  been 
executed  to  the  very  letter  by  the  22d  instant,  as  on  that 
day  the  last  of  the  broken  forces  of  the  Burman  army 
was  driven  beyond  the  utmost  limit  contemplated.  The 
establishment  of  Civil  Government  will  immediately  fol- 
low,— the  Commissioner  appointed  to  these  Provinces  hav- 
ing been  expected  at  Sho6-Gyne  by  the  20th  instant 
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both  in  the  higher  professional  duties  of  an  Engineer 
and  at  the  head  of  the  Company  of  Madras  Sappers  and 
Miners^  who  have  maintained  their  well-earned  name  in 
pvercoming  the  many  difficulties  of  the  route  of  maroh^ 
To  Lientenant-Colonel  Poole,  5th  Regiment  of  Madras 
Native  Infantry,  commanding  the  line  of  Infantry;  Major 
Genard,  commanding  the  1st  Bengal  Fusiliers;  Captain 
Geils,  commanding  the  detachment  1st  Madras  Fusiliers; 
Major  Shubrick,  commanding  the  5th  Madras  Native 
Infantry ;  Major  Welchman,  commanding  the  10th  Bengal 
Native  Infantry;  Major  Forster,  commanding  the  details 
from  Martaban ;  and  to  Lieutenant  Lambert,  commanding 
the  detachment  of  Ramghnr  Irregular  Cavalry;  to  each  and 
all  of  them  I  am  indebted  for  their  ready  and  untiring  aid 
on  all  emergencies.  Of  the  European  troops  it  is  impos- 
sible to  speak  too  highly. 

The  Sepoys  of  all  the  regiments  of  Infantry  have  cheer- 
fhlly  turned  out,  whenever  required  to  assist  in  working- 
parties,  on  all  occasions  of  difficulty,  each  vieing  with  the 
other  to  forward  the  service.  In  the  departments  of  the 
Assistant  Adjutant-General  under  Major  NeiU,  and  of  the 
Assistant  Quartermaster-General  under  Captain  Dallas, 
the  duties  have  always  been  zealously  and  efficiently  per- 
formed ;  Major  Bayly,  Deputy  Judge  Advocate-General, 
from  the  general  good  conduct  of  the  force,  has  happily  had 
but  little  to  do  in  his  own  department,  and  I  am  indebted 
to  him  for  willing  assistance  on  all  occasions.  From  my 
personal  Staff, — Captain  Travers,  Aide-de-Camp,  I  have 
ever  received  the  most  active  service  ;  Captain  Dallas,  as 
extra  Aide-de-Camp,  has  given  to  me  all  the  time  not 
taken  up  by  his  own  department;  Captain  Hamilton, 
Deputy    Baggage-Master,   has    performed   the  laborious 
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duties  of  thftt  office  witb  exemplary  xeal  anil  paitletiee^ 
Btaff-Surgeon  Davidson  baa  gi^eo  unremtttiug  Attention  to 
the  c&re  and  eomfort  of  tho»e  r^uiitiig  the  assiBtaiir^  of 
the  MeJical  Department.  To  the  moat  efficient  armngc- 
menta  of  the  Commta&ariat  Department,  made  under  the 
orderB  of  Major  Budd,  Depoty  Commiiaiarj-Geneml  tt 
Bangoon^  and  at  Moiilmein  by  Acting  Head-Ov 
Noiriej  the  force  is  en ti rely  indebted  for  hayitjg 
enabled  to  continne  tta  progress  unchecked  by  want  of 
iuppliea*  1  am  very  grateful  to  Major  Hill,  iK»minandii^ 
at  PegUj  for  hte  ready  assistance  in  passing  on  tbe  oonroyi 
from  Rangoon.  Lieutenant  Brander^  Bab-AssisTtant  Cota- 
missary-General  in  the  Bengal  Commissariat^  and  Lieo- 
tenant  Chapman  of  the  Madras  Commissariat,  have  exerted 
themselves  in  every  way  daring  the  march  of  the  Colnmn, 
and  the  result  has  been  that  the  troops  have  been  as 
well  provisioned  as  if  in  garrison.  I  woald  apologise 
for  this  long  detail,  but  I  feel  that  when  the  State  has 
been  served  so  ably  it  becomes  the  duty  of  him  who  has 
to  report  the  result  to  bring  prominently  forward  the 
names  of  those  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  employed 
daring  the  service. 

Memorandum  of  Guns  and  Jingals  taken  at  and 
near  Kyouk-Ghbb. 


Dwcriptlon  of  Gnus,  JlngmU.  &a 

NvmlMr. 

RBMABKAi 

3|-Poimder  Iron  Gnns,    ... 

Brass  Jiogals,     

Iron  Jingalsy      

9 
2 
9 

(Signed)    P.  AKsraoTHiBy  Cap*,  and  Bt.  L^.-Colond^ 
Commanding  Artillery. 
Ckmp,  Krmh-ahu,  17^  ^e^nrofy  18fiS. 
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Memorandum  of  Ordnance,  Ammunition,  &e.,  taken 
at  the  City  of  Tonghoo. 


Description  of  Ordnance, 
Ammnnitlon,  Ac 

Nunbcr. 

6-Poander  Brass  Guns,  ... 
5-Ditto            ditto, 
41.Ditto            ditto, 
4-Ditto            ditto, 
2.I>itto             ditto, 

1 
2 
2 

4 
2 

or  8,040  lbs. 
or    600  lbs. 
500  Flints. 

Total,   

11 

6-PoanderIron  Guns,    ... 

4-Ditto           ditto, 
SJ-Ditto           ditto, 

S-Ditto           ditto, 

2-Ditto           ditto, 
li-Ditto           ditto, 

3 
3 

1 
2 
2 
2 

Total,   

13 

Brass  Jingals,     

IronJingals,       

2 
119 

Total,   

121 

Flint  Muskets,   

Baskets  of  Gunpowder,   ... 

Chatties  of  Bullets,  

Basketo  of  Flints,      

Baskets  of  Brimstone,      ... 
Lai^ge  quantity  of  Iron  Balls, 

300 
201 

1 
1 
1 

(Signed)    P.  AKSTRUTHBa,  Capt.  and  Bt.  Lt.-Colonel, 
Comin%naing  Artillery. 

J.  G.  Null,  Major,  Asst.  Adjt.  Geni., 

Martaban  Column. 
S.  W.  Stkkl,  Brigadier-General, 

Corns.  Martaban  Column. 

Tanffkoo  Camp,  22d  February  1853. 

A  true  Extract  and  Copy. 

(Signed)  C.  Alliv, 

Gift.  Secy,  to  the  Gov*,  of  India. 
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TQB    IK>:<KABBW    DE6FATC11ES. 

NOTIFICATION, 

FoH-WiUiam,  Foreign  DepartmaUj 
the  22d  April  1853. 
Thb  Most  Noble  the  GoyerDor-Oenenl  in  Council  Ins 
much  8atis£ftction  in  publishing,  for  general  informadoDi 
Extracts  from  Despatches  reporting  the  operations  of 
Brigadier-Greneral  Sir  John  Cheape,  K.G.B.y  against  the 
force  under  Mjat-Toon^  who  had  established  himself  near 
to  Donnabew. 

The  Gk>yemor-General  in  Conncil  regards  with  the 
highest  admiration  the  gallantry,  perseverance,  and  cheer- 
ful endurance  displayed  by  the  force  under  the  Brigadier- 
General*s  command,  throughout  a  ser?ice  which  was  ren- 
dered peculiarly  seyere  not  more  by  the  formidable  resist- 
ance that  was  offered,  than  by  the  sufferings  incident  to 
prolonged  exposure  in  pestilent  jungle,  and  at  such  a 
time. 

His  LordsUp  in  Council,  regretting  the  loas  thai  has 
been  incurred,  fully  appreciates  the  senrioe  that  has  been 
done,  and  he  requests  the  Major-General  commanding 
the  troops  in  Ara  to  convey  to  Brigadier^General  Sir 
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John  Cheape^  to  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  whom  he  has 
spedallj  named,  and  to  all  who  were  under  his  com- 
mand, the  approbation  and  cordial  thanks  of  the  Supreme 
GoYemment 

By  Order  of  the  Most  Noble  the  Goyemor-General 
of  India  in  Council, 

(Signed)        C.  Allen,  0&'  Sec7*  to  the 
GoY^  of  India. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Major-General  H.  Godwin,  C.B., 
Commanding  the  Forces  in  Aya,  Arracan,  and  Tenas- 
serim  Provinces,  to  C.  Allen,  Esquire,  Secretary  to  the 
Government  of  India,  Foreign  Department,  dated  the 
itt  AprU  1S53;  1^0.  37. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  forward,  for  the  information 
of  the  Governor-General  in  Council,  reports  ?rom  Sir  J. 
Cheape,  dated  the  ISth  and  2dth  ultimo,  detailing  the  pro- 
ceedings of  his  force  since  his  report  of  the  dd  ultimo, 
forwarded  in  my  Despatch,  No.  36,  of  the  15th  instant 

The  Governor-General  in  Council  will  see  and  appre- 
ciate this  most  arduous  service,  protracted  as  it  has  been 
from  time  to  time  by  the  difficult  nature  of  the  country^ 
added  to  which  unwilling,  if  not  false  guides,  leading  him 
in  wrong  directions. 

The  Brigadier-General  so  forcibly  represents  his  various 
attacks,  and  the  gallantry  of  the  troops  on  every  occasion, 
that  I  can  add  nothing  more  than  my  high  sense  and 
appreciation  of  their  admirable  conduct. 


S19  AP^BKDIX. 

Extract  of  a  Despatch  from  Brigadier- General  Sir  JoH^r 
CheapEj  K.  C.  B,,  Commanding  Beug&l  DiyUion,  to  the 
Deputy  Adjatant-Ganef^  of  the  Army  of  Avsj  Prome. 
Dated  Donnabm,  March  25,  1S53. 

Wbilo  at  Kyomtano  I  a^^^rtained  the  jangle  to  tb« 
weatward  to  be  i^iiito  impenetrable^  and  tbai  tliere  were 
only  two  routes  to  Kyouka^eeti]  one  to  the  eoatliwaril 
via  Gyet-thooii'Sseeti,  antl  the  otber  to  the  northward  by 
Ngyoung-youB ;  tlie  distance  by  theae  routes  was  iaid  to  ■ 
be  about  equal,  and  the  same  opposition  and  obstadei 
were  to  be  expected  by  either,  I  resolred  to  follow  the 
latter  route. 

It  was  desirable  to  gire  the  enemy  as  littie  time  as 
possible  for  preparation,  and  on  the  erening  of  the  17th 
instant^  at  2  p.m.,  I  sent  on  the  right  wing  nnder  Major 
Wigston,  18th  R.  I.,  consisting  of  H.  M.'s  18th  R.  I.  Rai- 
ment, H.  M  .'s  80th  Regiment,  and  the  4th  Sikh  Local  Regi- 
ment, with  a  detail  of  Sappers,  and  some  rockets,  to  take 
post  at  a  breastwork  abont  three  miles  in  advance,  in  the 
middle  of  the  forest^  and  on  the  rerge  of  a  laige  lake. 
It  was  of  importance  to  dear  the  road  so  £ftr,  to  enable  the 
force  to  march  early  next  morning  without  waiting  for  the 
fog  to  clear  off. 

Major  Wigston  found  the  road  clear  to  within  aboot  a 
mile  of  the  breastwork;  he  had  then  to  cut  lus  way 
through  many  obstructions,  and  to  open  the  road  round 
felled  trees,  and  to  clear  away  abattis.  On  reaching  the 
breastwork  he  found  it  occupied,  and  it  was  most  gallantly 
carried  by  the  18th  R  I.  who  were  leading;  and  by  the 
4th  Sikh  Local  I^giment  in  support.  Several  jingals  and 
arms  of  different  sorts  were  captured.     Major  Armstrongs 
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4tli  Sikh  Looal  RegimoDt^  on  this  occasion  personallj  dis- 
tiuji^iiished  himself;  and  I  beg  to  send  a  copy  of  Major 
Wigston's  letter^  of  date  the  20th  instant,  reporting  most 
fiiYonrably  of  the  oondact  of  the  troops.  A  prisoner  was 
taken  upon  this  occasion^  who  was  of  some  use  in  our 
further  adyance  in  describing  and  pointing  out  the  enemy^s 
position. 

Major  Wigston  birouacked  here  for  the  night,  and  was 
undisturbed;  and  early  the  next  morning,  the  18th  instant^ 
I  moved  on  with  the  force  from  Kyomtano,  carrying  seren 
days'  prorisions.  We  passed  Major  Wigston's  party,  ^ 
and  mored  with  our  left  wing,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Sturt,  consisting  of  H.  M.'s  51st  K.  0.  L.  I.  and  the  67th 
B.  N.  I.  in  front,  followed  by  the  guns  and  Irregular 
Cavalry,  and  leaving  the  right  wing  to  bring  up  the  rear, 
jnd  to  furnish  the  rear-guard. 

As  the  road  was  greatly  obstructed,  and  the  progress 
slow,  I  took  the  opportunity  to  send  back  to  Kyomtano, 
with  some  Irregulars,  the  sick  and  wounded  of  Major 
Wigston's  party;  the  escort  rejoined  us  again  with  the 
empty  doolies. 

After  going  about  two  miles  through  forest,  and  passing 
breastworks,  from  which  only  an  occasional  shot  was 
fired,  our  guides  instead  of  going  further  by  the  road  we 
had  traversed  on  the  11th  instant,  turned  sliarp  off  to  the 
left;  along  this  path  the  obstructions  and  felled  trees  con- 
tinued for  about  a  mile,  and  the  road  was  so  rough  that 
one  of  the  ammunition  waggons  was  overturned  and  the 
pole  broken ;  it  was  necessary  to  leave  it,  and  the  ammu- 
nition boxes  were  packed  on  spare  hackeries. 

We  arrived  at  noon  at  a  piece  of  water  on  our  right, 
where  I  halted  for  an  hour  to  refresh  the  men,  and  at  one 
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maUon  of  Captain  Fytche,  who  had  promised  to  co-opexate 
to  the  westward  and  northward  of  Kyookazeen;  they  were 
replied  to  by  guns,  and  during  the  nighty  on  the  report 
that  the  enemy  were  felluig  trees  close  in  onr  fronts  a  few 
shot  and  shells  were  fired  at  them,  with  good  effect  I  be- 
lieve. 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th  instant,  at  7  a.m.,  we  moyed 
on,  the  right  wing  leadings  ^nd  the  left  wing  in  rear  of 
the  ArUUery.  H.  M.'s  80th  Regiment  formed  the  advance 
gnard,  and  was  followed  by  the  Sappers  clearing  the  road ; 
the  enemy's  position  was  described  as  being  at  Ngyonug- 
(}oun-lyay  the  head  of  the  piece  of  water  on  our  right, 
and  along  the  edge  of  which,  or  yery  near  it,  the  road  lay. 
I  expected  to  find  the  enemy  posted  on  the  opposite  bank, 
and  that  we  should  have  to  come  under  a  flanking  fire  be- 
fore being  able  to  reach  his  right  and  turn  the  position 
where  the  nullah  is  dry;  it  did  not  seem  reasonable  to 
expect  that  his  left  flank  would  be  found  unprotected,  and 
I  therefore  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  pass  a  party 
across  the  water  to  try  that  flank ;  it  would  have  been 
useless,  as  I  afterwards  found  that  an  extensive  and  im- 
passable marsh,  though  invisible  from  our  side,  covered  his 
left  flank ;  the  forest  was  so  dense  on  our  left  that  to  cut 
a  new  road  direct  from  the  nullah,  entirely  round  the 
enemy's  right,  would  have  been  very  laborious,  and  would 
have  occupied  a  veiy  long  time,  and  the  sickness  amongst 
our  troops  bad  become  so  alarming  that  great  danger 
would  have  accrued  from  the  delay.  I  was  withal  un- 
willing to  diverge  from  the  path  our  guides  led  us,  there 
had  been  already  so  much  uncertainty  and  difllculty  about 
finding  the  road  that  it  seemed  the  safest  plan  to  get  at 
the  enemy  as  speedily  as  we  could,  and  I  trustcil  to  a  rapid 
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f  outguikB  and  rooketa,  aud  r«lt«(l  on 
njr^i  luMAlirork  ^n  ibo  ngUt,  tb^  tuomeat 
Wit  »k«Hi34  rfttefa  it    ..,..,,..».    . 

fiio  CiM  I  aw  iony  to  tty  jacaped^  but  T  l€)«t  no  tlai 
ife  MBifii^ oil  Major  Ct>itoii  of  tli«  tTlli  N  J.,  witb  IQO  men 
ijf  hm  own  f«f  itneiit,  and  100  of  tho  5Ut  K.  0.  L.  L  under 
Cbftein  lil^jr*  to  K yt>iiit9LUo,  about  two  miles  dbtafiL  Here 
tlligp  feoftd  OafiUitt  FjteW  on  Uio  opposite  bank  of  tbc 

Mymt-TooaV  foroe  bein|;  broken  up  &ud  dispersed,  it 
retuiuuQd  fi»r  r4iptain  Fyteiio  and  Captain  Sxnitb,  the 
DeputjF  ConiRUSsioiirr?,  t^i  biko  incisures  for  hia  purmtit 
and  appreheusiou.  Parties  of  Captain  Fytohe's  Karens 
were  immediately  detached  for  the  purpose;  the  report 
brought  in  stated  that  he  was  moving  about  with  merely 
a  few  followers,  in  different  quarters, — and  a  number  of  his 
principal  followers  surrendered  themselves. 

The  inhabitants,  of  whom  there  was  a  rery  large  number, 
probably  from  10,000  to  20»000»  had  concealed  themselres 
in  the  jungle,  but  began  to  come  in  on  the  20thy  and,  under 
directions  from  Captain  Fytche,  commenced  to  more  off 
with  such  property  as  they  had,  in  boats,  of  which  there 
were  an  immense  number  in  the  creek  or  nullah. 

He  had  given  them  notice  of  his  intention  to  bum  the 
pl^oe  down  immediately  on  our  leaving  it 

On  the  morning  of  the  20th  Captain  Tarleton,  R.  N., 
to  whom  I  had  forwarded  intimation  on  the  previous  day 
of  our  having  forced  Myat-Toon*8  position,  arrived  at 
Kyoukaseen  with  several  boats.  He  had  been  long 
lying  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek  with  steamers  and 
gun-boats  to  cut  off  Myat-Toon's  retreat  in  that  direo- 
tion. 


I 
I 


APPEKBIX.  523 

His  oo-opeiation  was  now  most  valuaB^e,  and  the 
exertions  of  his  Officers  and  men  must  have  been  very 
great  in  cutting  through  felled  trees  thrown  across  a 
narrow  nallah^  and  in  removing  stakes  and  ohstructtons 
of  every  description,  impeding  the  passage  along  a  distance 
of  15  miles. 

Difficulties  and  impediments  seemed  to  vanish  before 
him  and  his  boats'  crews,  and  by  one  p.m.  of  the  21st,  we 
had  a  sufficient  number  of  the  boats  found  in  the  nullah 
prepared  for  the  conveyance  of  our  sick  and  wounded 
men  and  of  our  Artillery.  The  whole  started  off, — were 
shipped  on  board  the  steamer  on  the  following  morning^— 
and  carried  up  to  Donnabew  the  same  day;  every  bad 
ease  of  the  sick  and  wounded  being  transhipped  to  the 
Phlegethon  on  passing  Yandoon,  which  vessel  was  dis- 
patched to  Rangoon.  Such  dispatch,  under  no  ordinary 
difficulties,  seems  to  me  well  worthy  of  being  recorded. 

We  reached  Kyomtano  on  the  night  of  the  22d,  and 
Akyo  on  the  following  day,  and  on  the  evening  of  the 
24th  the  whole  force,  with  baggage  and  stores,  had 
arrived  at  Donnabew. 

I  grieve  to  say  the  sickness  was  very  great  from 
cholera,  in  particular  at  Kyomtano.  A  return  is  appended 
of  the  loss  we  have  sustained  from  sickness,  as  well  as  in 
engagements  with  the  enemy. 

A  return  of  the  captured  ordnance  is  also  forwarded. 
The  guns  and  rocket-tube  belonging  to  the  steamers  have 
been  made  over  to  Captain  Tarleton. 

I  propose  to  embark  immediately  with  the  whole  of 
the  troops,  and  return  to  Prome.  Such  of  the  men  as 
cannot  be  conveyed  in  the  steamers  will  proceed  in 
country  boats. 
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I  trust  iK%  ms^net  in  wkich  the  serrice  h&s  Vc«u  per- 
formed  iftWi  be  approireJ  of  by  the  Major  -  Oeneml ; — 
Mjat-TooDfl  force  liae  beeti  dispersed  and  ac&tt^r^d;  lits 
gnus  taken,  and  bis  atrongbold  and  village  coDtaiaing 
his  supplies  and  resoiircee  burut  down,  and  tbe  popu- 
lation removed  ;  be  Himself  is  a  fngttlre  and  an  outlaw ; 
aud  altbeiigh  he  will  probably  be  joined  by  some  of 
the  worst  and  most  desperate  characters  ainoni^st  bis 
former  followers,  he  wilL  never  be  able  to  regain  his 
former  import&noe  and  power,  and  will  no  doubt  ers 
long  be  captured  by  the  exertions  and  ^ngitsjioe  of  the 
civil  authorities?. 

On  the  conclasion  of  this  senrice  it  ia  my  daty  to  bring 
to  the  notice  of  the  Major-Qeneral  the  exeellent  oondact 
of  the  troops. 

Major  Reid,  and  the  Officers  and  men  of  the  ArtiUery, 
have  rendered  the  most  efficient  service  daring  the  whole 
of  the  operations,  and  the  braye  and  gallant  manner  in 
which  the  guns  were  brought  forward  and  worked  on 
the  1 9th  instant  will  I  trust  receive  the  especial  notice 
of  the  Major-General. 

To  Lieutenant  Magrath,  who  was  slightly  wounded, 
and  Lieutenants  Ashe  and  Dobbin,  my  acknowledg- 
ments are  due  for  their  gallant  conduct,  and  aim  to  Mr 
Conductor  Lesby,  who  was  always  in  adva^nce  with  the 
rockets,  which  he  fired  on  every  occasion  with  tmakt  pre- 
dsion  aud  effect  as  to  be  of  essential  service  to  ns ;  he 
was  I  am  grieved  to  say  very  severely  woonded  after 
firing  almost  his  last  rocket  on  the  19th  instant;  be 
may  I  trust  recover,  and  I  would  recommend  him  most 
strongly  to  the  Major-Generars  notice  and  the  fiivonr  of 
Government. 
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To  Lieutanant  MulIinSy  and  the  detachment  of  Madras 
Sappers  and  Miners,  the  greatest  praise  is  dne  ;  the  work 
executed  by  the  men  was  most  laborious,  and  the  zeal 
and  talent  with  which  their  energies  were  directed  by 
Lieutenant  Mullins,  are  most  creditable  to  him.  He  was 
ably  seconded  by  Lieutenant  Trevor,  and  I  am  mainly 
indebted  to  these  Officers  and  the  men  under  them,  for 
enabling  the  troops  to  reach  the  enemy's  position. 

To  Lieutenant -Colonel  Sturt,  Commanding  the  left 
wing  of  the  force,  and  to  Major  Wigston,  Commanding 
the  right  wing,  my  best  acknowledgments  are  dne,  for  the 
aid  I  have  received  from  them,  and  for  the  gallant  manner 
in  which  they  brought  their  troops  into  action. 

I  beg  to  bring  to  the  Major-General's  notice  Major 
Holdich,  H.  M's  80th  Re^ment,  Major  Cotton,  67th  N.  I., 
Major  Armstrong,  5th  Sikh  Local  Regiment;  Captain 
Irby,  H.  M*s.  51st  K.  0.  L.  I.,  and  Captain  Armstrong  of 
of  H.  M*s.  18th  R.  L  Regiment,  and  the  Officers  and  men 
of  the  detachments  nnder  their  respective  Commands; 
the  whole  of  them  behaved  with  great  gallantry,  and  are 
entitled  to  my  best  acknowledgments. 

My  best  thanks  are  due  to  Captain  Bruce,  Deputy 
Assistant  Adjutant-General,  for  the  able  manner  in  which 
he  has  performed  his  duties,  and  for  the  assistance  he  has 
afforded  me  on  every  occaaion. 

To  Captun  Garden,  Deputy  Assistant'  Quartermaster- 
General,  I  have  to  tender  my  best  acknowledgments  for 
the  very  efficient  aid  I  have  received  from  him  in  his 
department,  the  duties  of  which  have  been  very  arduous. 

I  would  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Major-General 
Lieutenant  Pilmer,  H.  M's.  51st  K.  0.  L.  L,  Brigade 
Quartermaster,  Ist  Madras  Brigade,  who,  by  permission, 
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aocotnp&niod  tUb  empeUitloD.  He  has  rendered  the  moit 
essential  Berviee  lo  the  force  In  carrying  erdeis  and  in 
seeing  tbera  executed  in  many  casei  of  eniergeticy,  and 
lias  undergone  great  fatigae  aud  f^hown  mach  zeal  for  the 
Serfice.  He  b  a  most  able  Staff-OfUcer,  and  I  waold 
recommend  him  strongly  to  tbe  Major'G-enerai's  iiot4<^ 

Lieuteaant  Thompeoii,  my  Aide-de-Canip,  hai  been  of 
tbe  greatest  aerric^  to  me,  and  Las  ekawn  great  inteili* 
gence  aa  well  as  displayed  great  gallactryf  and  I  would 
recommend  him  strongly  to  the  notice  and  {avour  of  tbe 
Major^  General, 

To  Surgeon  Andrews,  C7th  N,  L,  and  tbe  KedjcaJ 
Department,  I  have  to  return  my  best  thanks  for  tbe  per- 
formance of  their  Tery  arduous  duties  in  the  care  of  the 
sick  and  wounded ;  and  to  Aadstant-Suigeon  Murphy, 
Sta£f-Surgeon  to  the  Division,  in  particular  my  special 
thanks  are  due ;  he  was  the  senior  Medical  Officer  until  the 
arrival  of  the  reinforcements  from  Rangoon,  and  all  the 
arrangements  made  by  him  have  been  most  perfect.  On 
the  19th  instant  the  wounded  men  were  attended  to  by 
him  under  a  very  heavy  fire,  and  though  wounded  (I  am 
happy  to  say  very  slightly),  it  did  not  deter  him  a  moment 
from  the  zealous  discharge  of  his  duties;  he  has  per- 
formed them  throughout  in  the  most  unwearied  and  able 
manner,  accompanying  the  men  in  the  boats  to  the 
steamers,  and  seeing  them  carefully  attended  to  and  dis- 
posed of.  I  consider  the  force  fortunate  indeed  in  having 
a  Medical  Officer  of  his  talent  and  character  in  snob  try- 
ing circumstances,  and  I  feel  assured  the  Major-Genend 
will  accord  his  approbation  of  the  services  oi  this  Officer. 

The  deficiency  in  the  Commissariat  Department  was 
supplied  from  Rangoon,  Lieutenant  Maokellar  being  i 
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horn  thence.  The  dnties  hare  heen  meet  ahly  and 
ereditahlj  performed  hy  this  Officer ;  and  the  force^  ever 
since  his  arrival,  has  heen  most  regularly  and  amply 
supplied  with  provisions,  although  under  circumstances  of 
great  difficulty  from  want  of  transport.  His  very  efficient 
subordinate,  Mr  Conductor  Horton,  I  am  grieved  to  say, 
died  on  the  march  from  Kyomtano  on  the  8th  instant,  of 
cholera,  brought  on  I  fear  by  over  exertion  and  fatigue  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duties.  He  was  a  most  energetic 
Officer,  and  is  a  loss  to  the  Service. 

Captain  Smith,  the  Deputy  Conmiissioner,  has  accck 
panied  the  force  throoghout  this  service,  and  has  he., 
most  zealous  in  obtaining  for  us  every  aid  the  country 
could  supply. 

The  co-operation  of  the  Naval  force  has  been  most 
effective,  and  has  conduced  greatly  to  the  success  of  the 
expedition;  and  I  feel  deeply  indebted  to  Commodore 
Lambert,  and  to  Oaptain  Tarleton  and  his  Officers  and 
men,  for  the  aid  and  assistance  they  have  so  promptly 
given  us  on  every  opportunity  or  occasion  of  difficulty. 


Return  of  Killed  and  Wounded  of  the  Expeditionary 
Force,  from  27th  February  to  19th  March  1853. 

Killed. 

Bengal  Artillery. — 1  lascar  and  1  horse. 

H.  M.'s  18th  Royal  Irish.— 9  rank  and  file. 

H.  M.'s  51st  Light  Infiintry. — 1  European  Officer  and 
1  sergeant. 

H.  M.*s  80th  Regiment  of  Foot-^1  rank  and  file. 

67th  Regiment  N.  I.->1  European  Officer  and  1  rank 
and  file. 
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4tk  Bflgiment  Sikh  lahaUj—l  NaliTa  Officer,  8  aer- 
geaotf  ,  mnd  4  nnk  Mid  file. 

Wounded. 
Bengal  Artillerj.— 2   Eniopeea  Offieen,    1  Wanaot 
Officer,  3  rank  and  file,  2  laacars,  and  2  horses. 

Madras  Sappers  and  Miners. — 1  European  Officer  and 
I  rank  and  file. 

H.  M.*8  1 8th  Rojral  Irish.— 3  Eoropean  Offioei^  1  ser- 
geant, and  31  rank  and  file. 

H.  M.'s  51st  Light  Infiutrj.— 15  rank  and  file. 
^d.  M.'s  80ih  Regiment  of  Foot — 3  European  Officers, 
^  sergeants,  and  9  rank  and  file. 

G7th  Regiment  N.  I. — 1  European  Officer  and  8  rank 
and  file. 

4th  Regiment  Sikh  Infantry.  —  2  European  Officers, 
1  Native  Officer,  2  sergeants,  1  trumpeter,  and  17  rank 
and  file. 

Total  KUled, 
2  European  Officers;  1  Native  Officer;  18  Warrant  and 
Non-commissioned  Officers,  rank  and  file;  1   lascar, 
and  1  horse. — 22. 

Total  Wounded, 
12  European  Officers;  1  Native  Officer;  93  Warrant  and 
Non-commissioned  Officers,  rank  and  file;  2  lascars, 
and  2  horses. — 108. 

Grand  Total  of  killed  and  wounded. — 130. 

(Signed)         J.  Cueape,  Brigadier-General, 

Commanding  Bengal  Division,  Army  of  Burmah. 
(Signed)         M.  Bruce,  Captain, 
Deputy  Assist  Adjutant-General,  Bengal  Division, 

Army  of  Burmah. 
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Names  of  Officers  Killed  and  Wounded. 

Killed. 
9ih  M.  N.  I.— Lieutenant  Taylor. 
67th  B.  N.  I.— Ensign  Boileau. 

Wounded. 

Bengal  Artillery. — Major  Reid^  sererely. 

Madras  Artillery. — Lieutenant  Magrath,  slightly. 

Bengal  Engineers. — Lieutenant  Trevor,  slightly. 

H.  M.'s  18th  R.  I. — Major  Wigston,  sererely;  Lieu- 
tenant Cockbum,  mortally;  Lieutenant  Woodwright^ 
slightly. 

H.  M.'s  80th  Foot. — Lieutenant  Wilkinson^  severely; 
Ensign  Wolsely,  severely;  Assistant-Surgeon  Murphy, 
slightly. 

67th  B.  N.  L — Lieutenant  Clarke,  severely. 

4th  Sikhs. — ^Major  Armstrong,  severely;  Lieutenant 
Rawlins,  severely. 


(True  extracts.) 

(Signed)        C.  Allen,  Oflkr.  Sec7.  to  the 
ffov*.  of  India. 
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AITKNDIX    XIV. 


TUK  LkTU  tll^KH  or  WELLINGTON  ON  TttB  VEOKtlt 
hVHMmnK  WAtL 

EvEnvrniNO  ffotn  tlia  i>fln  of  tho  lato  illustnrnw  Pmte  of 
Wellington  is  of  intcrost  to  the  British  Natioa.  TW 
indefatigable  Earl  of  EUonborough  had  asked  the  Gtyrenn 
ment  for  the  production  of  a  Despatch  written  twenty- 
eight  years  ago,  which  embodied  the  Duke's  ofodon 
regarding  the  First  Burmese  War.  His  Lordship,  it  is 
well  known,  had  evinced  a  decided  hostility  to  the  cmnse 
and  prosecution  of  the  present  war.  The  result  of  his 
demand  was  an  answer  from  Lord  Aberdeen,  and  a  justifi- 
cation from  Lord  Derby.  The  latter  was  supported  by 
the  opinion  of  the  Duke  on  the  present  war,  which,  "  as 
one  of  the  hist  public  productions  of  His  Grace,  is  worthy 
of  perusal  and  record,** — and  which,  notwithstanding  the 
length  of  this  Appendix,  the  Author  feels  the  necessity  of 
inserting  as  a  concluding  ornament  to  his  Narnktire. 

Earl  Derby  said — "  I  am  sure  your  Lordships  will  not 
think  I  am  trespassing  on  your  patience  if  I  read  to  the 
House  this  memorandum  by  the  noble  and  gallant  Duke, 
and  which  only  his  death  has  prerented  us  receiying  from 
his  own  mouth : — 


^ 
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" '  It  appears  to  me/  be  eajs,  '  that  the  war  oould  not  be 
averted;  that  the  operations  fixed  npon  were  jadicions; 
have  been  ablj  carried  into  execution^  and  with  great 
gallantry,  by  the  Officers  and  troops;  and  that  a  com- 
mencement has  been  made  to  require  from^  and  enable 
the  Government  to  consider  of  the  means  to  be  adopted 
for  the  restoration  of  peace,  and  the  terms  on  which  peace 
should  be  restored.  I  concur  with  the  QoTemor-General 
in  thinking  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  retain  pos- 
session of  all  that  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  British 
troops — ^that  is,  Rangoon,  Martaban,  and  even  Bassein, 
PegUi^and  the  whole  Province  so-called  My  opinion  is 
that  it  will  be  necessaiy  to  continue  the  preparations  for 
carrying  on  the  operations  of  the  war  till  the  Sovereign  of 
Ava  shall  be  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  signing  a  treaty, 
by  the  provisions  of  which  all  these  dominions  will  be 
ceded  to  the  British  Government,  or  till  the  State  of  Ava 
shall  be  destroyed.  A  mere  Military  possession  of  these 
districts  would  be  but  an  inglorious  and  little  secure 
result  of  these  successful  operations.  I  confess  that  I  am 
inclined  to  expect  that  the  means  a<lopted  to  cut  off  from 
Ava  the  supplies  of  com  usually  received  by  imports 
from  sea,  will  have  the  effect  of  producing  efforts  to  ob- 
tain peace  by  negotiation  ;  but  if  not,  the  British  Govern- 
ment ought  to  be  in  a  state  of  Military  preparation  to 
advance  upon  Ava, — ^to  enforce  the  abandonment  of  the 
capital,  and  even  of  Ameerapoora.  It  may  be  relied  upon 
that  the  natives  of  the  East  are  not  better  prepared  than 
we  are  to  abandon  their  dwellings  in  the  winter,  and  to 
live  in  the  jungles  and  mountains.  The  Government 
suspected  of  intending  to  take  such  a  course  would  be 
abandoned  by  all  its  followers.     At  all  events,  the  Mill- 


I 


ftml 

m  a  y^cry  differ- 

there  smtM  m 

ar    ^•^ii^ 

li  AflMtttrnfioorft,  or  bjiMr 
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^fiifia^  ifaabitf  far  Ika  aacmritj  of  tlie  people  of  P^:a, 
&MmtaAiai  A»  MiaaHii  a£  tka  Meadbwa  of  tlie  Coanol, 
affQMa  la  aaa  la  W  djopaaad  of ;  but  it  aiaj  be  relied 
apgtt  tibal  tka  pami  will  k^ra  mack  affiMt  in  both  Hoosei 
af  Biriiaaawik  It  appaaia  to  m»  tbat  tbe  people  of  Pega 
baTa  abcaadtf^  bj  tbair  coaKi«et>  aoqaired  the  right  to 
alaitt  pcotaetiQa  bj  stipalatioa  of  treaty,  if  the  Proymoe 
aboabi  ba  roologad  to  the  GoTanunent  of  Ate^  howerer 
objaetioaabli  aH  sack  pcoTisiooa  of  treaties,  as  leading  to, 
and  randariay  aaeasaaiy,  intaifeiaaca  in  the  internal  affiun 
of  a  Foieign  Nalkw.  The  deaBand  of  the  cession  would 
cartainlj  ba  paalaaab&a  to  raatoiation,  with  a  atipdation  of 
aaneatj  to  the  pe<^e  of  P^ga,  of  which  it  woold  be 
necessaiy  for  the  British  Goraniment  to  eiilbroa  the  exa- 
cation.*  '*— March  5, 1 85a 
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POSTSCKIPT. 


THE  AUTHORS  TRIBUTE  TO  THE  DEPARTED  GENERAL. 

TonghjoOf  Pegu  Province^ 
Decembei'  5, 1853. 

There  are  few,  if  any,  members  of  the  British  Army 
in  Bormah  who  will  not  receive  with  deep  regret 
the  intelligence  that  General  Godwin  is  dead !  *  It 
seems  difficult  even  to  believe  the  melancholy  fact 
that  our  late  gallant  Commander  is  no  more ;  that 
the  energetic  spirit — so  popular  among  the  European 
and  Native  soldiery — so  courteous  to  all  who  knew 
him — so  cool  in  the  presence  of  danger — ^tho  man 
who  stuck  fast  by  the  path  of  obedience  and  duty 
amidst  the  severest-  storm  of  calmnny  that  ever  fell 
upon  the  head  of  a  General — ^yes,  it  is  difficult  to 
believe  that  Godwin  has  passed  away!  At  the 
Rangoon  dinner,  on  the  eve  of  his  departure  from 

*  He  died  at  Simlah  on  the  26th  of  October.  The  Com- 
mander-in-Chief deplored  his  loes  iu  an  excellent  General  Order 
to  the  Army,— the  loss  of  an  ardent  promoter  of  its  interests. 


m  **  4mif  im  ^itjim^ 

«iiicli  he  pratid- 
hofiouTS  mmrk 
Aboai  to  re- 
after  hm  }mri  work  waa 
far  ht^jr  encceesful 
Ana — alas! 
GOc4  13  deri^rrd — tlie 
A 'I  '^  quiet 
ii  tke  grmTe!  It  wma  nataral  to 
fir^wc^  tli^  Y^etinnMi  ia  lus  raftrre  land — notwith- 
it'fcwlia^  al  lint  IomI  Imws  said  and  written  afrunst 
lawa  i'ay(>xwy  tlie  Ikmkwt^  wfaidi  floecesB  with  a 
fiHawv»iiii^  Xatmi  tpir^nr  roiMind^  and  firing  com- 
fdumitmlr  ty^rir^  in  the  enjoiinMii  of  a  lengtfaj 
inK>«M  v4d  ac^  wUdL  fraa  his  cncigy  and  aetiritr, 
■HUHT  Kelievyd  h^  wv^rid  enjor.  But  n<s  PlroTidenee 
wflM  it  <>ith«rrae.  Aboed  to  iwHunc  his  miiitaiy 
d«tMk  h^  is  niddndhr  tahen  awaj  aand  the  splendid 
■NMataui  jciinttT  of  Simbh,  where  the  snn  shines 
fiwmHMK  o««r  his  ftni^^  awav  firom  the  fauid 
whieh  he  had  rgoicwtd  froas  tyraanj  and  oppression. 
Little  did  w^  think  IhH  in'  the  fist  of  easnahies 
dnrii^  the  Second  Buveee  War  we  shooU  ha^ 
had  to  enrU  the  name  of  the  eeneral,  ahhoogh  his 
coastitntion  most  netvrlheless  haTe  been  impaired 
bj  anoeasti^  btigne  and  anxiety  in  the  perfonnanee 
of  his  duties.  Striking  enmid  in  the  histoiy  of  this 
war: — ^The  Adminl  dies  in  hanieas  in  the  middle  of 
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it, — ^the  General  expires  at  the  end,  as  if  modestly  to 
shun  any  addition  to  "  the  boast  of  heraldry,  the 
pomp  of  power  !*"  Doubtless  greater  Captains  have 
recently  passed  away  in  another  quarter  of  the 
world,  but  wo  venture  to  say  that  none  of  these 
mighty  heroes  of  old  England  possessed  the  fine 
spirit  of  a  soldier  in  a  higher  degree  than  the  late 
Chief  of  the  Army  in  Burmah.  Peace  be  to  his 
memory ! 


A  Meeting  was  held  in  the  Artillery  Mess  House, 
Tonghoo,  on  the  6th  December  1853,  by  permission 
of  Brigadier  Williams, — Lieutenant- Colonel  Poole, 
5th  M.  N.  I.,  in  the  Chair,  when  it  was  unanimously 
resolved  that  a  monument  be  erected  at  Rangoon  to 
the  memory  of  the  late  gallant  Commander  of  the 
Army  of  Ava.  Major  (now  Lieutenant-Colonel) 
Hill,  1st  Madras  Fusiliers,  and  on  whom  the  com- 
mand of  the  Gwalior  Contingent  has  recently  been 
bestowed  by  the  Governor-General  for  his  eminent 
services  at  Pegu;  Lieutenant -Colonel  Anstruther, 
C.B.,  of  the  Artillery ;  and  several  other  Officers  of 
the  Gkirrison  were  present,  all  of  whom  took  an 
active  part  in  the  proceedings — ^an  example  which 
we  trust  will  be  foUowed  by  every  station  in  the 
Pegu  Province. 
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OPlStOl^S  QF  TBB  FBISi* 


OFmiONS  OF  THE  FBESS  BEGiLKDmG 

"A  HABE&TIVZ  OF  THE  OPERATIONS  AT  E&HOOON  ER  13S1" 


**  A  rapid  N&rrfctive,  m  aoliMer!/  itj^ks  ol  the  wu-Uke  op^rtt- 
tions  at  IlatjgooD.*' — A  tAenattmL, 

**  An  interesting  accoant  of  the  recent  opeFatioos  in  Bormah  ; 
the  details  of  which  the  M^w  and  Plans  in  the  Book  enable  us 
fully  to  understand.** — New  ^muierip  Review, 

**  The  Work  before  us  is  a  Military  NanatiTe,  told  in  the 
cheerful  tone  of  an  Officer  who  is  proud  of  his  profession  and 
anxious  to  do  justice  to  his  c<miraae^ — there  is  nothing  about 
himself.  It  is  illustrated  by  Plans,  Views,  and  Sections,  and  is 
calculated  to  remove  many  erroneous  impressions  whidi  hare 
been  produced  respecting  the  character  of  the  operations  of  the 
Second  Burmese  War." — Literary  ChaetU, 

^  This  Volume  exhibits  War  in  its  details  as  seen  by  the 
Subaltern,  and  in  its  lai]^  aq>ects  as  picked  m  by  the  same 
personage  from  the  gossip  and  criticism  of  the  Gamp.  ...  As 
Mr  Laurie  has  also  a  turn  for  History  and  Theolo|{y,  he  varies 
actual  warfare  by  the  anti<^uities  of  the  country  m  which  he 
serves,  as  well  as  by  a  description  of  the  temples  and  tenets  of 
Gaudama — a  variety  of  Buadhism, — that  extraordinary  faith 
whose  genuine  doctrines  exhibit  a  purity  and  tenderness  of 
morals  akin  to  Chnstianity."— tSjpectator  (LcmdomJ. 

**  The  events  of  the  current  campaign  are  here  condensed  and 
Ulnstrated  by  Plans  of  each  important  scene  of  action.  A  con- 
cise account  of  the  Burmese  f^pire  is  furnished  by  the 
author.'*— ^fofte. 

''The  pains  which  Lieutenant  Laurie  has  taken  to  acquaint 
himself  with  matters  pertaining  to  Indian  Mythology  and  Anti- 
quities is  highly  creditable,  and  adds  considerably  to  the  inte- 
rest of  the  Work.**— ^tfoff. 


OPINIONS  OF  THE  PBESS.  O 

^  The  care  with  which  the  detailB  of  the  seyeral  operationB 
are  given,  and  the  defences  of  the  enemy  are  described  and 
planned,   render  Mr  Laurie's  book  as  valuable  to   military 

readers  as  its  incidents  make  it  interesting  to  the  public 

When  the  War  is  happily  closed  we  may  expect  from  the 
Author'  of  Oritsa  the  best  account  of  the  Second  Burmese 
War."— ^rttonnui. 

^  The  Author  of  this  book,  an  Officer  of  the  Madras  Artillery, 
is  already  favourably  known  to  the  public  by  his  account  of  the 
Temple  of  Ja^^anndth,  and  we  gladly  welcome  his  re-appearance 
as  the  Historian  of  the  Burmese  War.  The  events  are  detailed 
in  a  most  interesting  maimer ;  and  he  canvasses  with  judgment 
the  great  interests  of  our  Eastern  Possessions  in  connection  with 
this  conquest." — Cowrt  Journal 

"  The  operations  of  the  War  are  detailed  in  a  clear  and  con- 
cise Narrative,  rendered  still  more  intelligible  by  the  addition  of 
several  Plans  and  Drawings ;  and  as  the  capture  of  the  principal 
Pagodas  formed  a  prominent  feature  in  these  proceedings,  the 
Author  has  taken  occasion  to  enter  into  a  brief  history  of  the 
National  superstitions  of  the  Peguese,  which  ^eatly  adds  to  the 
interest  of  tne  Work.  On  behalf  o/the  public  we  beg  to  thank 
Lieutenant  Laurie  for  this  valuable  addition  to  our  Indian  litera- 
ture, and  to  express  our  hope  that  the  prospect  which  he  holds 
out  of  a  Second  Volume,  in  continuation  of  the  present,  may  be 
realized."— /oA»  BulL 

**  Lieutenant  Laurie,  before  entering  on  his  graphic  Narrative 
of  the  actual  military  operations  in  Burmah,  sketches  the  course 
of  our  relations  with  that  countrv,  and  explains  what  actually 
were  the  causes  of  the  present  War.  .  .  .  Some  of  the  pictures 
of  his  Narrative  are  very  animating — the '  story,'  considered  in  a 
military  light,  being  verv  interestmg  as  the  materials  of  future 
history.  Of  course  the  book  will  be  read  with  intense  interest 
by  all  who  have  relations  or  friends  engaged  in  the  operations, 
as  well  as  by  that  portion  of  the  pubuc — the  most  intelligent 
and  the  most  educated — ^which  watches  with  curiosity  the  de- 
velopement  cf  British  power  in  India." — Sundaff  Time$. 

**  We  have  been  kindly  favoured  with  a  copy  of  the  above 
Work,  and  have  derived  much  pleasure  and  instruction  from  its 
perusal.  The  Author  promises,  should  the  volume  now  before 
us  be  favourably  received,  to  add  another  to  the  contribution  he 
has  already  made  to  our  libraryof  the  Burmese  Wars — the  former 
contest  being  very  appositely  noticed  in  the  present  publication 
wherever  an  opportunity  occurs  of  throwing  a  light  upon  the 
present  by  a  reference  to  the  past.  We  hope  to  see  a  continu- 
ation of  the  Work,  extending  at  least  to  the  Annexation  of  the 
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65,  CORNHILL,  LONDON. 

I. 

FOUR  YEARS  AT  THE  COURT  OF  HENRY  VIII. : 

Selections  from  Despatches  of  Sebastian  Giustinian,  the 

Venetian  Ambassador. 

Translated  bv   Rawdon  Brown. 

Two  Volumes,  crown  8vo.         {J^^^  ready,) 

THE  FIBROUS  PLANTS  OF  INDIA  FITTED  FOR 

CORDAGE,  CLOTHING,  AND  PAPER. 

By  Dr.  J.  FORBES  ROYLE.    8vo.    {Nearly  ready.) 

III. 

THE  ARMY,  MILITIA,  AND  NAVY; 

Their  Constitution,   Administration,  and   Government, 

Military  and  Civil. 
By  H.  B.  THOMSON,  Esq.,  B.A.,  Barrister-at-Law, 
Author  of  "The   Laws   of  War  Affecting  Commerce  and 
Shipping."     8vo.  {J^^^  ready.) 

PHYSICAL  GEOGRAPHY  OF  THE  HIMALAYA. 

By  CAPT.  RICHARD  STRACHEY,  Bengal  Engineers. 

One  Volume,  8vo,  with  Numerous  Illustrations. 

COMMERCIAL    PRODUCTS  OF  INDIA  AND 

THE  EAST. 

By  Dr.  J.  FORBES  ROYLE.     8vo. 

TRAVELS  AND  ADVENTURES  IN  ASSAM. 
By    CAPTAIN    JOHN    BUTLER. 

One  Volume,  8vo,  with  Plates,     {Just  ready.) 

VII. 

A    MANUAL    OF    MERCANTILE    LAW. 

By  LEONE  LEVI,  Esq.,  F.S.S., 
Author  of  "  The  Commercial  Law  of  the  World." 

{Nearly  ready.) 


BOOK^    rUBLE9»&D    BV 


I. 

SCHOOL  EXPERIENCES  OF  A  FAG  AT  A  PUBLIC 
AND  PRIVATE  SCHOOL.  By  George  Mellt. 
Post  8vo,     Price  7^.  cloth, 

11. 

THE  RUSSO-TURKISH  CAMPAIGNS  of  1828-9: 
With  an  accoiiat  of  the  present  state  of  the  Eastern 
Question.  By  Colonel  Chesnby^  R.A.j  D,C,L», 
F.R.S.,  Author  of  *'The  Expedition  to  the  Euphrates 
and  Tigris,'*  Third  Edition.  One  thick  Volume, 
post  8vo,  with  Maps.     Price  I2J.  cloth, 

"  Cobael  Chean^  suppUca  ui  wrjth  full  in/bifflitioti  rapecdng  tkii  importuit 
poiod  of  Europcaa  HUcofyt  ^^^  with  211  accurate  deacriptsofif  from  m  mi\ltiTf  pamt 
of  Tiew,  of  the  comitTi^  which  fiinn,  at  tlic  pieient  moment^  the  theatre  of  wir/'-- 

"  ColoDcl  Cboncj*!  work  is  oac  of  great  Jntcfest.  It  containi  the  whole  of  the 
detula  nccei^ry  to  be  known  of  one  of  the  moftt  heroical  itrugglei  of  modern  timaj 
ind  b  the  bett  militiry  account  of  these  cunpiignj  thit  we  have/' — Daitj  NemM. 

III. 

THE  BHILSA  TOPES;  or,  Buddhist  Monuments  of 
Central  India*  By  Major  Cunningham,  One  Volume, 
8vo,  with  Thirty-three  Plates,  price  %0s.  cloth, 

^'  of  the  Tope$  opened  in  Tuiout  parti  of  India^,,  none  hare  yielded  k>  nch  a 
harrest  of  important  infoTmation  as  these  of  Bhilss,  opened  by  Major  Connin^ham 
and  L}eut<  Milaey  1  and  which  are  described^  with  m  abundance  of  highly  curioui 
gTiphie  iLluitrationif  in  thia  movt  interesting  book/*^'£j'^MiH/'. 

**  The  work  of  Major  C«Jiningh.im  contain!  much  that  ii  original ^  and  pre^rrei 
the  reiultv  of  very  trnporojit  investigations^  The  vaiiety  of  reprtsentatioos  in  ba^ 
reUefg  ii  unuiually  large.  Not  only  are  religious  and  military  pigeantif  cercnionic% 
«nd    battles  depicted,    but  domestic   scenes   of  a    highly  interetdnf  character-" — 

A  MANUAL  OF  PRACTICAL  THERAPEUTICS  i 
Considered  chiefly  with  reference  to  Articles  of  the 
Materia  Medica,  By  Edward  John  Warinc,  M^R.C.S., 
H.E.LC.S,  One  thick  Volume,  Foolscap  8vo.  (755  pp.) 
Price  121.  6//,  cloth. 

'*  Mr^  Wsfing's  Manual  presents  in  a  concise  i-brm  the  Infbrniatton  which  the 
medical  man  requires  in  order  to  guide  him  in  prescribing  the  moS't  tuidble  remedies  ; 
and  it  will,  we  think,  obtain  fiivour  with  the  medical  public,  for  the  exfejit  md  u*e- 
fuineu  of  1^  infonnationf  ai  well  as  from  i^  tilling  4  gip  which  has  heeti   felt  by 
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V. 

THE  LAWS  OF  WAR,  Affecting  Commerce  and 
Shipping.  By  H.  'Byerley  Thomson,  Esq.,  B.A., 
Barrister  at  Law.  Second  Edition,  greatly  enlarged.  8vo. 
Price  4J.  6^/.,  boards. 

**  Mr.  Thomson  treats  of  the  immediate  effects  of  war ;  of  enemies  and  hostile 
pfoperty;  of  prises  and  privateers;  of  licenses,  ransom,  recapture ,  and  salvage;  of 
neutrality,  contraband  of  vrar,  blockade,  right  of  search,  armed  nentraiities,  Sec.,  &c. 
Such  books  as  this  are  essentially  necessary  to  tell  us  what  the  laws  of  nations  were, 
and  what  they  are  likely  to  become ;  and  merchants  will  find  Mr.  Thomson's  book 
a.  great  help.     It  is  a  wdl*timed  and  appropriate  publication.**— £c«Miiifif. 

VI. 

MODERN  GERMAN  MUSIC,  By  Henry  F.  Chor- 
LEY,  Esq.     Two  Volumes,  post  8vo.    Price  2is, 

**  Mr.  Chorley  is  a  tourist  with  a  purpose ;  he  travels  as  a  pilgrim  to  the  shrines 
and  dwelling  places  of  the  art  which  he  loves,  and  on  which  he  here  expatiates.  He 
takes  with  him  a  power  of  appreciating  all  that  is  noble  in  art  and  worthy  in  the 
artist:  but  his  Hero  is  Mendelssohn,  with  whom  he  lived  on  terms  of  intimate 
knowledge.** — jitben^eum, 

VII. 

DOINE  ;  or,  the  National  Songs  and  Legends  of  Roumania. 
Translated  from  the  Originals,  with  an  Introduction, 
and  Specimens  of  the  Music.  By  E.  C.  Grenville 
Murray,  Esq.  One  Volume,  crown  8vo.  Price  71.  (yd. 
cloth,  or  <js.  cloth  gilt. 

**  The  Doine  are  national  songs  of  Roumania,  which  have  been  collected  in  Wal- 
lachik,  and  are  now  offiered  to  the  public  in  an  elegant  English  dress.  They  are 
extremely  pretty  and  characteristic ;  and  no  one  can  glance  at  them  without  feeling  a 
deep  interest  in  a  people  who  can  £eel  so  tenderly  and  nobly.  The  volume  is  tastefully 
executed .  **-~Athendtum, 

VIII. 

BALDER.     A  Poem.     By  the  Author  of  "  The  Roman." 
One  Volume,  crown  8vo,  price  7J.  6d.  cloth. 

**  *  Balder  *  is  a  tragic  representation  of  genius  without  ^th.  The  story  of  genius 
vanquished  by  misery  where  it  sinned— in  the  littie  world  of  home.  With  the  burn- 
ing utterance  of  Balder*s  colossal  but  distempered  nature,  alternates  the  lament  of 
Amy,  mourning  his  lost  love;  some  of  her  songs  breathe  an  exquisite  pathos.**"- 
North  British  Review. 


BOOKS   PUBLISHED   BY 


I 


THE  INSURRECTION  IN  CHINA.  By  Dr.  YVA 
and  M<  GALLERY*  With  a  Supplementary  Account 
of  the  Most  Recent  Events,  By  Johk  Ox  en  ford. 
Thini  Edtthn^  Enhrged,  P'^st  8\ro,  with  Chinese  Map 
and  Portrait,  7*,  6rf,,  cloth, 

"A  curioui  IxiDki  giving  »  lucid  iccount  of  the  ongin  and  progtcsa  of  tlit  dril  «fif 
now  raging  in  Cblsa*  bringing  it  down  co  the  preieoc  day.*^  —  ^/df ^kuefcT j  Magtakmi, 

**  Their  nairstive  i»  animated  bj  Cniiti  af  ChJn&sc  (n^nners^  opiniofi^  ajad.  idleii^  ui 
by  If  vdy  rcminiKcncci  of  the  couatrj  and  lOmc  of  the  aclon  with  whom  the  xudiqii 
were  (wrtonjllj  acqiulntcd/*— Jp<fffd/ar^ 

**  The  book  can  4caric«ly  fiU  to  dnd  a  cunoui  and  intereited  public.*' _^/4o«5iii- 

"  An  btetevting  pubhcadon^  Itill  of  curioui  uid  valuable  mittcr/'— £jfdMffur« 

X. 

THE  CROSS  AND  THE  DRAGON;  or.  The  Fomines 

of  Christianity  in  China ;  with  notices  of  the  Secret 
Societies  of  the  Chinese*  By  J,  Kesson,  One  Volumej 
post  8vo,  price  hs.  cloth 

"A  pinitaking  and  coMCientioui  book/*— ^rrj^tK^. 
"  A  very  Tcadible  outline  of  the  w^My^V^Atht^awn. 

MEMORANDUMS  MADE  IN  IRELAND,  Bjr  Stt 
John  Forbes,  M.D,,  Author  of  ^*  The  Physician's 
Hohday."  Two  Vols,,  Post  8vo,  with  IllustrationSf 
price  \i,  ij,  cloth* 

^<  A  complete  handbook  of  the  tiater  tibnd.  If  there  he  any,  who,  koowini 
nothing  of  Iti  fociil  and  poUncal  condiCjon,  medltite  a  tour  lo  IrrUndj  th«  pLeuoTe 
and  pix^fit  to  be  derived  from  the  journey  will  be  much  enhanced  by  a  careful  Mudy  cf 
Dr.  Forbes' I  ¥ery  sensible  observations*"— ^JVnw  S^uartrrjj  Rnflm/, 

''The  book  is  cxceNent,  atndf  like  all  the  wridnp  of  ia  author,  pointy  to  »  good 
pijrpose.  It  Ji  honest,  thoughtfuli  liberal,  and  kindly-  By  readers  of  all  grades  Of* 
Fcirbei*!  vobmet  will  hr.  read  with  pleaiure/^  —  Ejediwritfr. 

JUVENILE  DELINQUENCY.  Two  Essays  whicb 
obtained  the  Prizes  offered  by  Lady  Noel  Byron,  By 
MtcAiAH  Hill  and  C.  F,  Cornwallis>  One  Volume, 
post  8vo,  price  6/,  doth, 

"  Thi*  vftlumc  U  the  bett  ejiiiting  manuil  of  the  subject*  The  first  E«$ay  may  be 
taid  to  compass  the  whole  rouod  of  the  lubjectf  with  iti  »tatlitic$  prexnting  j  maniuf 
ot  th^  standing  lacti  ;tnd  arguments.  The  other  ii  remarkable  for  a  vigoroiii  pof- 
triaiture  of  the  general  causes  oT  juvenile  delinquency  ^  4nd  it  hu  a  nof«J^  and  fow 
which  Ihmw  anew  light  upon  the  <ubjecu"— ^^fjfor. 
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I. 

:he  opening  of  the  crystal  palace  : 

Considered  in  some  of  its  relations  to  the  Prospects  of 
Art  By  John  Ruskin,  M.A.,  Author  of  "  The  Stones 
of  Venice,"  "  Seven  Lamps  of  Architecture,'*  "  Modern 
Painters,"  "  Lectures  on  Architecture  and  Painting," 
etc.    8vo.     Price  u.,  sewed. 

**  An  earnest  and  eloquent  appeal  for  the  preservation  of  the  ancient  monuments  of 
rothic  architecture.** — English  Churchman, 
**  A  wholesome  and  much  needed  protest.**— Xouirr. 

II. 

.ECTURES  on  architecture  and  PAINTING, 
With  15  Plates,  drawn  by  the  Author.  One  Volume, 
crown  8vo,  price  is.  bd,  cloth. 

"  Mr.  Ruskin*s  Lectures — eloquent,  graphic,  and  impassioned— exposing  and 
diculing  some  of  the  vices  of  our  present  system  of  building,  and  exciting  his  hearers 
^  strong  modves  of  duty  and  pleasure  to  attend  to  architecture— are  very  successful ; 
id,  like  his  former  works,  will  command  public  attention.  His  style  u  terse, 
igorous,  and  sparkling,  and  his  book  is  both  animated  and  attractive.**— froiiMKM/. 

"  We  conceive  it  to  be  impossible  that  any  intelligent  persons  Q[>uld  listen  to 
ae  lectures,  however  they  might  differ  firom  the  judgments  asserted,  and  from 
le  general  propositions  laid  down,  without  an  elevating  influence  and  an  aroused 
ithusiasm,  which  are  often  more  fruitful  in  producing  true  taste  and  correct 
lews  of  art  than  the  soundest  historical  generalizations  and  the  most  learned  technical 
iticism  in  which  the  heart  and  the  senses  own  no  interest." — Spectator, 

III. 

THE  STONES  OF  VENICE.  Now  complete,  in  Three 
Volumes  imperial  8vo,  with  53  Plates,  and  numerous 
Woodcuts,  drawn  by  the  Author.  Price  5/.  15J.  6i/.,  in 
embossed  cloth,  with  top  edge  gilt. 

Each  yolume  may  be  bad  separately,  v/s.— 
Vol.     I.— the  FOUNDATIONS,  with  21  PUtes.    Price  a/,  a*. 
Vol.    IL^THE  SEA  STORIES,  with  ao  PUtet.    Price  a/.  a«. 
Vol.  III. -the  FALL,  with  la  Plates.     Price  i/.  us.  6d, 
**  This  book  is  one  which,  perhaps,  no  other  man  could  have  written,  and  one  for 
rhich  the  world  ought  to  be  and  will  be  thankful.     It  is  in  the  highest  degree  elo- 
uent,  acute,  stimulating  to  thought,  and  fertile  in  suggestion.     It  shows  a  power  of 
ractical  criticism  which,  when  fixed  on  a  definite  object,  nothing  absurd  or  evil  can 
rithstand  }  and  a  power  of  appreciation  which  has  restored  treasures  of  beauty  to  man- 
ind.     It  will,  we  are  convinced,  elevate  taste  and  intellect,  raise  the  tone  of  moral  feel- 
ig,  kindle  benevolence  towards  men,  and  increase  the  love  and  fear  of  God." — Ttwies. 
"  The  *  Stones  of  Venice*  is  the  production  of  an  earnest,  religious,  progressive, 
nd  informed  mind.     The  author  of  this  essay  on  architecture  has  condensed  into  it  a 
oetic  apprehension,  the  fruit  of  awe  of  God  and  delight  in  nature  ;  a  knowledge, 
3ve,  and  just  estimate  of  art  ;  a  holding  fast  to  fact  and  repudiation  of  hearsay ;  an 
ibtoric  breadth,  and  a  fearless  challenge  of  existing  social  problems  j  whose  union  we 
mow  not  where  to  find  paralleled.**— ^fc/^/or. 
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EXAMPLES  OF  THE  ARCHITECTURE  of  VENICE, 
Selected  aad  Drawn  to  McESureoient  from  the  Ediiice% 
In  Parts  of  Folio   Imperial  size,  each  containijig  Fife 

Pbtes^  and  a  short  F — ^- '  Text,  price  iL  ir.  each. 

Parts  One  to  Thre^  -  shed.     Fifty   India  Proofe 

oalj  are  taken  on  Atbs  ]  rice  iL  is.  each  Part. 

MODERN  PAINTERS,  Im|  rial  8vo.  VoL  L  Fifth 
Editisn^  i8j.  doth.    VoL  IL    itird  Edition^  loj.  6J,  doth, 

**Mr.  Rjuld&'i  work  will  leod  the  pAinCn  more  tlun  ncr  no  die  tmdj  of  future  | 
niD  B^  «Mv  whv  [yvY  ilwt^  been  ddi^Jited  ipccUI»<s  af  nitui^,  to  bt  »lto  sctica- 
live  otMffcifc    OK>r  ciit]i<^  wUi  leim  to  ijdmirei  and  mere  admirefi  inU  Jam  bow  to 

**  A  Ycxj  citraoriirufy  an  J  ^Jdightriil  book,  full  of  truth  JQii  goodoei^  of  power  utd 

**  One  of  the  moft  remvk^bte  woHu  on  irt  whkii  hji  jppe3j«d[  ui  mir  tjoie^^^ — 

•n*  The  Third  Volume  is  in  preparation. 

1 1. 
THE  SEVEN  LAMPS  OF  ARCHITECTURE.     With 
Fourteen  Etchings  by  the  Author.    Imp-  8vo^  l/.  ij,  cloth. 

'^6y  the  'SeveJi  Lvnp*  of  Afchitecture/  we  understand  Mr«  Ruskm  to  meta 
the  seycn  fuadunejital  ^nd  cu>dlajl  U^ats,  the  obscrVADce  of  and  obedience  to  which 
Are  indkpensible  to  the  Architect  who  would  deterve  the  tiJlDe^  The  poUtici^Dj  tfae 
moralistj  the  diviae^  will  clad  in  it  ^mple  itorc  of  iostnictiYc  mitter,  u  well  2»  the 
ajtitt  "^ — Examimfr. 

VIJ. 

PRE-RAPHAELITISM.     8vo.,  2x,  sewed. 

**^  We  with  tJut  thii  pamphlet  might  be  Ur^elf  read  by  our  jut'-patrom^  md 
itudie^  bj  oar  xit-cndci.  There  if  much  to  be  collected  froai  it  vbkh  ii  rcry  Impoit- 
amt  to  rexnember.'"' — Guatdiam, 

VIII. 

THE  KING  OF  THE  GOLDEN  RIVER ;  or.  The 
Black  Brothers.  With  22  Illustrations  by  Richard 
Doyle.     2s.  6d, 

*'  This  little  filry  tale  is  by  a  master  hand.  The  story  has  a  charming  moral,  and 
the  writing  is  so  excellent,  that  it  would  be  hard  to  say  which  it  will  give  moct  plea- 
•ure  to,  the  very  wise  man  or  the  very  simple  child.**— JExira/Jt^r. 

IX. 

NOTES  ON  THE  CONSTRUCTION  OF  SHEEP- 
FOLDS.     8vo.,  IS. 
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JSRoA%  of  int.  tS^attoras. 


LECTURES  ON  THE  ENGLISH  HUMOURISTS  OF 
THE  i8th  century.  By  W,  M.  Thackeray, 
Esq.,  Author  of  "Esmond,"  "Vanity  Fair,"  "The 
Newcomes,"  &c.  Second  Edition,  revised  by  the 
Author.  In  One  Volume,  crown  8vo.,  price  los.  bd. 
clothi 

**  To  those  who  attended  the  lectures,  the  book  will  be  a  pleasant  reminiscence,  to 
others  an  exciting  noyelty.    The  style— clear,  idiomatic,  forcible,  familiar,  but  never 

isloyenly ;  the  searching  strokes  of  sarcasm  or  irony ;  the  occasional  flashes  of  generous 
scorn ;  the  touches  of  pathos,  pity,  and  tenderness ;  the  morality  tempered  but  never 
weakened  by  experience  and  sympathy  \  the  felicitous  phrases,  the  striking  anecdotes, 
«»  the  passages  of  wise,  practical  reflection  \  all  these  lose  much  less  than  we  could  have 
r  expected  from  the  absence  of  the  vdce,  manner,  and  look  of  the  lecturer.*' — 
1       Spectator. 

'*  What  fine  things  the  lectures  contain  !  What  eloquent  and  subtle  sayings,  what 
vdse  and  earnest  writing !  How  delightful  are  their  turns  of  humour ;  with  what  a 
touching  effect,  in  the  graver  passages,  the  genuine  feeling  of  the  man  comes  out ;  and 
how  vividly  the  thoughts  are  painted,  as  it  were,  in  graphic  and  characteristic  words  * 
'—'Examiner, 

**  This  is  to  us  by  hx  the  most  acceptable  of  Mr.  Thackeray*s  writings.  His  graphic 
style,  his  philosophical  spirit,  his  analytical  powers,  his  large.heartedness,  his  shrewd^ 
ness  and  his  gentleness,  have  all  room  to  exhibit  themselves." — Economist. 

**  These  Lectures  are  rich  in  all  the  best  qualities  of  the  author*s  genius,  and  adapted 
I  to  awakien  and  nourish  a  literary  taste  thoroughly  English.** — British  ^uarterip 
i       Review, 


II. 

ESMOND.    By  W.  M.  Thackeray,  Esq.   Second  Edition, 
3  Vols.,  crown  8vo,  price  i/.  lu.  bd,  cloth. 

«  Mr.  Thackeray  has  selected  for  his  hero  a  very  noble  type  of  the  cavalier  soften- 
ing into  the  man  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  for  his  heroine  one  of  the  sweetest 
women  that  ever  breathed  from  canvas  or  from  book,  since  Raf!aelle  painted  and 
Shakepeare  wrote.  The  style  is  manly,  clear,  terse,  and  vigorous,  reflecting  every 
mood — pathetic,  grave,  or  sarcastic — of  the  writer.** — Spectator. 

*^  Once  more  we  feel  that  we  have  before  us  a  masculine  and  thorough  English 
writer,  uniting  the  power  of  subtle  analysis  with  a  strong  volition  and  a  moving 
eloquence— an  eloquence  which  has  gained  in  richness  and  harmony.'* — Athenaum. 

*'  In  quiet  richness,  *  Esmond  *  mainly  resembles  the  old  writers ;  as  it  does  also  in 
weight  of  thought,  sincerity  of  purpose,  and  poetry  of  the  heart  and  brain.** — Eraser's 
Magatine. 

A  PORTRAIT  OF  W.  M.  THACKERAY,  Esq. 
Engraved  by  Francis  HoU,  from  a  Drawing  by  Samuel 
Laurence.    India  Proofs,  2/.  2f. ;  Prints,  i/.  u. 
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I, 

VILLETTE.     By  CURRER  BELL,  Author  of  « Ji^ 

Eyre/*  "  Shirley,"  &c.     In  Three  Volumes j  post  8?cj, 

price  iL  its,  6d.  c]oth> ^^^ 

"  Thii  book  would  have  made  Cgrrci  ~  ""  kstiovi  h^d  the  not  been  al(TW<J¥,  It 
rctricvei  jit  the  ground  abc  1  oat  In  *  ShiH'-  I  it  wiU  engage  a  wider  circle  of  rtidoi 
thao  '  Jane  JEyrc,"  for  it  ha£  all  the  b^  t  of  that  remarkable  book.     Tbett  b 

througtmit  *  chann  of  frahnea  whkl  itely  delightful  .  freshness  in  obtefn- 

tioHy  iteihnea  in  feeling ,  fre&hneii  in  cip[c»<vti/' — Uterary  Gaittte. 

"  Iha  novel  amply  suataina  the  fame  of  the  author  of  '  Jajnf  Ejre'  mJ  'Shidcjf' 
aa  an  origmal  and  powt^rful  writer^  *  V^illctte '  ii  a  most  admirably  written  nQrelt 
every  whtrc  original,  cverywhete  tbrewd,  and  at  heart  every  where  kindly,'*  ^£jftipc«n 

'*  Tbc  tale  Li  one  of  the  affection^  and  remarkable  as  a  pictute  of  manncit  A 
burning  heart  glows  throughout  it,  and  one  biiliiantly  djitinct  duia£tcr  ketp  H 
aliv  c-'*^ji  thfft^um. 

lU 

SHIRLEY  ;  a  Tale.     By  Currer  Bell.     A   new  Edipon. 
Crown  8vo,  6j.  cloth. 

"  The  peculUf  power  which  wai  «o  greatly  admired  in  *  Jane  Eyre  *  is  nijt  ?b*™t 
from  this  back.  It  pos&essea  deep  interut,  and  an  irrejisdbk  graip  of  reality^  Thcfv 
is  a  Vivid ne.&t  and  distinctneu  of  conception  in  It  quite  mjrvfUous,  The  po««t  of 
graphic  delineation  and  cxprtssion  is  intense*  There  are  scenes  which,  for  itrcnfti 
and  delicacy  of  emotion,  are  not  transcended  in  the  range  of  £n]i;li.&h  fiction/'  —  ExAvtiBir. 

**  *  Shirley  *  ia  an  admimble  book  \  genuine  English  in  the  independence  and  iJp~ 
rightness  of  the  Cone  of  thought,  in  the  purity  of  heart  and  ft^eling  which  pervade  it, 
m  the  masculine  vigour  of  its  conception  of  ch^nacter/^ — Morning  CtronUie^ 

"  *  Shirley  '  is  very  clever*  The  faculty  of  graphic  description,  strong  inugiMticio, 
fervid  and  masculine  diction,  analytic  skill,  all  are  Tisible.  Gemi  of  rare  thought  jai 
glDrioui  patsinn  shine  here  and  there  throughout  the  volumes/^ — Times. 

lit. 

JANE    EYRE:    an    Autobiography.       By    Currer    BelL- 
Fourth  Edition*      Crown  8vo,  6i-,  cioth- 

"*  Jane  Eyre  ^  h  a  remsrkible  production.  Freshness  and  oiigjinalLty,  truth  inJ 
pftuion,  jilngular  felicity  In  the  description  of  natural  scenery*  ^nd  in  the  analyu&oa. 
of  human  thought,  enable  thla  tile  to  stand  boldly  out  from  the  mass,  and  to  isfoioi 
i\M  own  place  in  the  bright  field  of  romantic  literature.  We  could  not  but  be  ityuct 
with  the  raciness  and  ability  of  the  work,  by  the  Independent  sway  of  a  thoroughly 
original  and  unworn  pen,  by  the  mafculine  current  of  noble  thoughts,  and  the  lUi- 
flinchii^g  dissection  of  the  dark  yet  truthful  chuicter.'*^77jnfjr. 

IV, 

WUTHERING  HEIGHTS  and   AGNES   GREY,      By 

Ellis  and  Acton  Bell,  With  a  Stkction  of  their  Literary-  Re- 
mains  J  and  a  BiagraphjcaJ  Notice  of  boih  Authors,  by  Ci/ILREK.  B£LL. 
Crown  Svoj  6/,  cloth*  m 

POEMS.    By  Currer,  ElliSj  and  Actow  Bill.     4j,  cloth. 


SMITH,   ELDER    AND   CO. 


int.  CEriDBnm's  Jpictions. 
I. 
NANETTE   AND   HER    LOVERS.    By  Talbot 
GwYNNE,  Author  of  «  The  School  for  Fathers,"  "  Silas 
Barnstarke,"  &c.     One  Vol.  crown  8vt),  price  ioj.  td. 
cloth. 

*•  We  do  not  remember  to  have  met  wth  so  perfect  a  work  of  literary  art  as 
'  Nanette  *  for  many  a  long  day  ;  or  one  in  which  every  character  is  so  thoroughly 
worked  out  in  so  short  a  space,  and  the  interest  concentrated  ynxh  so  much  effect  and 
truthfulness.** — Britannia. 

'<  It  would  be  difficult  to  suppose  a  more  pleasing  sketch,  or  a  more  4jiteresting 
heroine  than  Nanette.**— iS«ff. 

**  In  Nanette*s  simple  ^th,  affectionate  nature,  and  honost,  earnest  conduct,  there 
it  a  very  striking  and  pleasing  delineation  of  character.** —LiV^niry  Gazette, 

II. 

THE  LIFE  AND  DEATH  OF  SILAS  BARNSTARKE. 
By  Talbot  Gwynne.  One  Volume,  crown  8vo.,  price 
lOJ.  6d.  cloth. 

**  The  gradual  growth  of  the  sin  of  covetousness,  its  temporary  disturbance  by  the 
admixture  of  a  softer  passion,  and  the  pangs  of  remorse,  are  portrayed  \iith  high 
~  dramatic  effect,  resembling  in  tome  scenes  the  gigantic  majesty  of  ancient  Tragedy.**— 
JobnBulL 

**  A  story  possessing  an  interest  to  tenacious  that  no  one  who  [commences  it  will 
eaflly  leave  the  perusal  unfinished.**— A^n^i^r J. 

**  A  book  of  high  aim  and  unquestionable  ^weT»**'-~Ejpaminer. 

III. 

THE  SCHOOL  FOR  FATHERS;  An  Old  EngUsh  Story. 
By  T.  Gwynne.     Crown  8vo.     Price  ioj.  6d.  cloth. 

**  The  pleasantest  tale  we  have  read  for  many  a  day.  It  is  a  story  of  the  TatUr 
and  Spectator  days,  and  is  very  fitly  associated  with  that  time  of  good  English  literature 
by  its  manly  feeling,  direct,  unaffected  manner  of  writing,  and  nicely  managed,  weU- 
tumed  narrative.  The  descriptions  are  excellent;  some  of  the  country  painting 
is  at  fresh  as  a  landscape  by  Constable,  or  an  idyl  by  Alfred  Tennyson.**— £rtfM/ii^. 

<*  'The  School  for  Fathers*  is  at  once  highly  amusing  and  deeply  interesting— full 
of  that  genuine  humour  which  is  half  pathos — and  written  with  a  frethnets  of  feel- 

[      ing  and  raciness  of  style  which  entitle  it  to  be  called  a  tale  in  the  fHcar  of  fVakeJield 

I      tchooW*— Britannia. 

f  IV. 

I    THE  SCHOOL   FOR  DREAMERS.     By  T.  Gwynne. 
\  Crown  8vo.     Price  ioj.  6d.  cloth. 

^  **  The  master-limner  of  the  follies  of  mankind,  the  author  of  *  The  School  for 

«     Fathers,*  has  produced  another  tale  abounding  with  traits  of  exquisite  humour  and 
tallies  of  sparkling  wiu" —yobn  BulL 

**  A  story  which  inculcates  a  sound  and  sensible  moral  in  a  manner  equally  delight- 
ful and  effective.**— Afor«/»^  Post, 

**  A  powerfully  and  sicillully  written  book,  intended  to  show  the  mischief  and 
danger  of  following  imagination  instead  of  judgment  in  the  practical  botinest  of  life.** 
'-'Literary  Gazette, 


h 
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COUNTERPARTS ;  or,  THE  CROSS  OF  LOVE- 
By  the  Author  of  "  Charju£S  Auchester."  Three 
Volume$,  post  8vo* 

ri  *  X wQ  fmma  thit  dJtfa-»  la  order  to  cormpotid  ; '  thk  b  the  true  $tJiK  orf"  the 
ww^  ^  Gwrfr^r/^i  TJnii  t^:iu  of  Coleridge  m&oducei  m  to  thtr  work,— forctdllng  iti 
dcLftch  al  purpose  ind  grandeur  of  dcygn.  The  fcdliigs  of  the  heart,  the  acknow* 
Icd^d  subject  of  ramanct,  arc  hereanalyxd  ai  widJ  j|«  chfoaicted."— 5«*. 

*•  There  are,  in  thk  noTtl,  animated  and  clever  conversado^  {{urkliag  descrip* 
dom,  and  a  gjeacral  appnciaiion  of  the  beauniul  m  nature  and  a.rt—vmpcd£lj  tlic  Ki 
and  music/'— G/fiAt. 

"  We  eafi  promiic  the  reader  an  abundanCljf  pteaang  and  InteUectual  repast.  The 
Incjdena  of  the  story  ire  nufiicroas  and  remarldible,  and  noine  of  them  aie  diitua- 
guiihed  by  a  rare  oiigimlity.**— JUir*jjtjf  Advtrtiur, 

*' 'Counterparts*  ii  superior  to  'Charlet  Auchester'  In  «tyie  ind  mmtte.*'- 
LitxTM/y  Caztttt, 

tu 
AMBROSE  :    THE   SCULPTOR     An  Autobiography  of 
Anist-Lire.      By  Mrs.  Robert  Cartwright,  Author  of 
«  ChristabcUc,"  &c.    Two  Vols.,  Post  8vo. 

'*  Tha  navtl  k  written  Jn  a  very  tamest  spirit,  and  le  matter  it  interesting/*— 

*^  There  <IJ¥  well-conceived  chaiacten  and  striking  incidenti  in  Mn,  Cartwiight^ 
tile*"— Lff^Tdr^  G^xetu. 

*'  An  imiu$$ioned  novel/^i^^^nt^rMff'  ' 

III. 

THE  HEIR  OF  VALLIS.  By  William  Mathews, 
Esq,     Three  Volumes,  post  8vo, 

'*  The  *  Heir  of  Vallis'  must  wtn  for  itjelf  an  cialted  niche  among  the  norcUfll 
the  year.  The  writing  is  clear  and  forcible,  the  chafacttn  ^re  worked  out  with 
power  and  diitinctncu,  and  the  plot  ii  clahonted  without  detracting  Irom  iti  cS^ect.** 

IV, 

MAUDE  TALBOT.    By  Holme  Lee.     Three  Volumes, 

post  8vo. 

'*  A  well-wrotigbt  *od  really  admirable  work  of  fictjonj  of  a  Kilid  and  yety  tho*ight- 
fiil  kind.  Credit  &kilJ  )i  ihown  in  the  development  of  charM^tcr  j  the  penpOni  of 
the  tale  are  very  dlitinct  and  real," — Ejcaminer^ 

'  Maude  Talbot^  must  take  rank  as  a  luperior  ncPTcL  |  and  it  will  cxdice  and  reward 
attention." — A  tben^am , 

V. 

AVILLION,  AND  OTHER  TALES.  By  the  Author  of 
"Olive,"  **The  Head  of  the  Family,"  ice.  Three 
Volumes,  post  8vo. 

"  '  Avillion'  h  a  beauUful  and  fandful  story  j  and  the  reit  mike  agreeable  ie»dlaf. 
There  is  not  one  of  them  un^jukkcned  by  true  feeling,  ciquiiitc  UaXs^  and  a  (lure  and 
flifid  imagination," — Exammtr* 

"  Theic  votitmci  form  altogether  ai  pleasant  and  fanctftU  a  mkccllfny  aa  hat  otitm 
been  jtiven  to  the  public  in  theie  Utter  dayi.*' — Athtm^mm. 


SMITH,  ELDBR   AND  CO.  II 

Wioxk%  of  iWtt.  %e{glb  f^unt 
I. 
HE  AUTOBIOGRAPHY  OF  LEIGH  HUNT :  with 
Reminiscences  of  Friends  and  Contemporaries.     3  vols, 
post  8vo,  with  Portraits,  151.  cloth. 

"  These  volumes  contain  a  personal  recollection  of  the  literature  and  politics^  as 
:11  as  some  of  the  most  remarkable  literary  men  and  politicians,  of  the  last  fifty 

II. 

[EN,  WOMEN,  AND  BOOKS.    2  vols,  post  8vo,  with 
Portrait,  ioj.  cloth. 

"  A  book  for  a  parlour-window,  for  a  summer*s  eve,  for  a  warm  fireside,  for  a  half- 
ur's  leisure,  for  a  whole  day*s  luxury ;  in  any  and  every  possible  shape  a  charming 
npanion.*' — fVeitmituter  Rtview. 

III. 

idAGINATION  AND  FANCY.     51.   cloth. 

"  The  very  essence  of  the  sunniest  qoalities  of  the  English  poets." — Atlas. 

IV. 

TIT  AND  HUMOUR.    51.  cloth. 

'*  A  book  at  once  exhilarating  and  suggestive.** — Athen^tum. 

JAR  OF  HONEY  FROM  MOUNT  HYBLA.    5/. 

VI. 

ABLE  TALK.     3^.  bd.  cloth. 

'<  Precisely  the  book  we  would  take  asa  companion  on  the  green  lane  walk.**— {7/«^^ 


0i\%%  Babanas!)^^  ipemale  33{ograp|^fe$. 
I. 
^OMEN  OF  CHRISTIANITY,  EXEMPLARY  FOR 
PIETY  AND  CHARITY.     By  Julia  Kavanagh. 
Post  8vo,  with  Portraits.     Price  I2J.  in  embossed  cloth, 
gilt  edges. 

'*  A  more  noble  and  dignified  tribute  to  the  virtues  of  her  sex  we  can  scarcely 
agine  than  this  work,  to  which  the  gifted  authoress  has  brought  talents  of  no 
inary  range,  and,  more  than  all,  a  spirit  of  eminent  piety.**— C6»rri&  of  England 
trterly  Review, 

II. 

^OMAN  IN  FRANCE  DURING  THE  i8th  CEN- 
TURY. By  Julia  Kavanagh.  2  vols,  post  8vo, 
with  Eight  Portraits.     I2j.  in  embossed  cloth. 

='  Miss  Kavanagh  has  undertaken  a  delicate  task,  and  she  has  performed  it  on  the 
ole  with  discretion  and  judgment.  Her  volumes  may  lie  on  any  drawing-room 
le  without  scandal,  and  may  be  read  by  all  but  her  youngest  countrywomen  without 
z^* ^Sluarterly  Review, 


BOOKS    PUBLISHED    BY 


I. 

THE  TURKISH  INTERPRETER  :   a  Grammar  oi 
Turkish  Language,     By  Major    Charles   Boyd. 
Price  i%s. 

II. 
CRAWFURD'S    GRAMMAR    AND  DICTIONA 
OF   THE    MALAY    LANGUAGE.      z  vols. 
36 j<  doth. 

**  A  ho0k  of  standard  and  endaiing  Tsdue :  the  bat  auifiority  now  ectint  t 
tubject  of  which  it  xttjkU"—Mj(aminfr. 

III. 

THE  LAND  TAX  OF  INDIA,  According  to  theft 
hummytlan    Law-       By   Neil    B,    E*    Baillie,   I 
Author   of  the   ''  Moohummudan   Law    of   Sale," 
8vo,  price  6j.  cloth. 

**  Mr.  Balllie  may  be  said  to  exhaust  the  subject  of  which  he  affords  a  cooi 
elucidation,  and  the  accuracy  of  his  translation  may  be  implicitly  relied  on.**— i^i 
**  A  complete  account  of  the  Mahomedan  law  of  land-tax."— £ca«om«/. 
**  A  learned  and  valuable  treatise.** — Literary  Gazette, 

IV. 

THE  THEORY  AND  PRACTICE  OF  CASTE. 
B.  A.  Irving,  Esq.      One  Volume,  post  8vo,  price 
cloth. 


DR.    ROYLE    ON  THE    CULTURE    AND  CC 
MERCE    OF   COTTON   IN    INDIA.      8vo, 
cloth. 

VI. 

PRODROMUS  FAUNiE  ZEYLANICiE ;  being  C 
tributions  to  the  Zoology  of  Ceylon.  By  E.  F.  Kelaa 
M.D.  Edinburgh,  F.L.S.,  F.G.S.,  &c.  &c.  1 
Price  loj.  6^.  cloth. 

VII. 

THE  CEREMONIAL  USAGES  OF  THE  CHINE 
B.C.  1 121,  as  Prescribed  in  the  Institutes  of  the  C 
Dynasty.  Translated,  with  Notes,  by  W.  Raym 
GiNGELL.     Imperial  8vo,  price  loj.  6d.  cloth. 
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I. 
THE  TRUE  LAW  OF  POPULATION,  Shown  to  be 
connected  with  the  Food  of  the  People.     By  Thomas 
DouBLEDAY.     Third  and  Enlarged  Edition,  8vo,  price 
loj.  cloth. 

**  A  very  able  and  ingenious  book." — Inquirer. 

**A  book  of  sterling  value  and  deep  intcntt.'*'-~Mormng  jid'oertlur, 

II. 

AUCKLAND,  NEW  ZEALAND,  AND  THE 
COUNTRY  ADJACENT.  Post  8vo,  with  a  View 
and  Coloured  Map,  price  6j.  cloth. 

III. 

TWO  THOUSAND  MILES'  RIDE  THROUGH  THE 
ARGENTINE  PROVINCES,  &c.  By  William  Mc 
Cann,  Esq.  2  vols,  post  8vo,  with  Illustrations.  Price 
24s,  cloth. 

**  The  animated  narrative  of  an  observant  and  sensible  man  j  containing  much 
general  information  of  value  to  commercial  men,  and  a  fliU  history  of  the  recent  civil 
war.'* — British  Sluarterly  Review, 

<<This  book  contains  good  and  instructive  matter,  much  local  knowledge  of  Bueno* 
Ayres,  and  infomution  concerning  the  Banda  Oriental,  and  Paraguay.** — Atkensntm* 

IV. 

THE  SECOND  BURMESE  WAR.  A  Narrative  of 
THE  Operations  at  Rangoon,  By  Lieut.  William 
F.  B.  Laurie,  Madras  Artillery.  Post  8vo,  with  Map, 
Plans,  and  Views.     Price  ioj.  6^/.  cloth. 

^  A  rapid  narrative,  in  soldierly  style,  of  the  warlike  operations  at  Rangoon.** — 
jithenaum, 

V. 

TRAITS  OF  AMERICAN  INDIAN  LIFE.  By  a 
Fur  Trader.     Post  8vo,  price  js.  cloth. 

**  A  genuine  volume.  The  writer  is  an  actor  in  the  scenes  he  describes,  and  io 
hli  reradous  pages  are  graphically  delineated  the  hazards  which  adventurous  fur- 
traders  undergo,  and  the  savage  life  of  the  wilderness.** — Morning  Jidvertiser. 

<<  The  fur-trader's  little  book,  containing  sketches  of  real  life  among  the  people  of 
the  Oregon,  is  very  welcome,  fixmi  his  knowledge  of  the  Indian  tribes.**— fxAMfiur. 


BOOICS   FtTBtlSHED   BY 


iiUscftlantous. 


VI, 


TALES  OF  THE  COLONIES;  or,  The  Advent 
or   Alt    Emigrant.      By  Charles   Rowceopt, 
Fifth  Edition*     6s.  cloth,  .       ^ 


rn, 
POETICS  :    AN   ESSAY    ON    POETRY,      By  : 
Dallas,  Esq.     In  One  Vglumct  crown  8vo.     Pii< 
cloth* 

''  ThU  book.  II  one  of  die  moit  remirkable  eiiia:ititioiij  of  thf  presetit  tjr 
actiially  overflowa  with  the  nectar  of  thougfet*  *  Pities'  diould  be  re^dj 
reviewer  can  present  a  perfect  idea  of  tbe  richnem  of  bngu^ge  and  iphartsit 
run,  like  silver  threads,  through  the  loberer  line  of  arguments" — Cntk. 

**  We  recommend  Mr.  DjLllas'ia  book  highly  and  cordhll)^-  There  h  mm 
will  plea$p  ill  the  shape  of  ihrcwd  obiervation^  and  Ludd  and  deep  criciciim;"* 
Mrhiib  Revirwt 

vni- 
CONVERSATIONS    OF    GOETHE    with    ECB 
MANN.     Translated  from  the  German  by  John  C 

FORD.       2  vols,  post  SVO,   lOJ*  cloth. 

*'  These  conTerutioas  present  a  distinct  and  truthful  image  of  Goethe^ 
during  the  la^t  ten  years  of  his  Y'lfc.  And  never  wai  his  judgment  more  clt 
correct  than  In  his  clodng  yeart^  The  time  spent  on  the  per^j^l  of  this  book 
usrfvtny  and  agreeably  employed-  Mr»  Ojcenlbrd'Si  translation  a  ss  exact  and  i 
at  It  is  elegant*" — SpeitJttr. 

IX, 

THE  PRACTICAL  SUGAR  PLANTER.  By  LEO^ 
Wray,  Esq.  One  vol*  8vo,  wJth  numerous  Illustrat 
price  One  Guinea. 

*'*^The  Practical  Sugar  Planter'  is  a  most  usefiil  book,,  containing  mone  con 
and  solid  general  information  than  wc  have  ever  before  found  collected  on  the  i 
of  which  it  treats^     To  the  actual  pbnter  It  will  be  found  a  mosr  valuable  woi 

"  Mr*  Wray's  work  is  of  commanding  interest.  It  U  fuU  of  practical  detal 
will  be  an  cxcdicnt  guide  to  phntcn.^-^EcCHcmist, 

■^The  hook  is  oversowing  with  valuable  iofbrmstion  ;  it  is  immeasunbLy  t^ 
practical  wurk  which  has  been  written  on  the  subject/^— jif/d'f. 

**  Mr.  Wr^y  is  well  qualified  to  write  on  this  lubjcct  j  and  it  has  befn  hii  p 
object  to  introduce  $och  improvements  in  the  culture  of  the  cane  and  manulaet 
sugar  ai  a  long  series  of  experiments  demotutrateo  to  be  judicious^" — Athttt^tum 
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SSorfcs  of  ^practical  Information. 


DMMERCIAL  LAW  OF  THE  WORLD.  By 
Leone  Levi,  Esq.,  F.S.S.  2  Vols.  Royal  410.  Price 
6/.  cloth. 

***  This  work  obtained  the  Svnney  Prize,  offered  for  the  bett  Treatise  on  Jurit- 
dence  in  the  Sngliah  language,  pobliahed  prior  to  1854. 

II. 

R  JOHN  HERSCHEL'S  ASTRONOMICAL  OBSER- 
VATIONS MADE  AT  THE  CAPE  OF  GOOD 
HOPE.     4to.  with  Plates.     Price  4/.  41.,  cloth. 

III. 

ARWIN'S  GEOLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS  on 
Coral  Reefs,  Volcanic  Islands,  and  on  South 
America.  8vo,  with  Maps,  Plates,  and  Woodcuts, 
10 J.  td.  cloth. 

IV. 

HE  SAILOR'S  HORN-BOOK  OF  STORMS.  By 
Henry  Piddington,  Esq.  Second  Edition,  8vo,  los.  bd.^ 
with  Charts  and  Storm-Cards. 

^  A  Taluable  practical  wotkJ'* •^Nautical  MagoM/u. 


lONVERSATIONS  ABOUT  HURRICANES,  FOR 
THE  USE  OF  PLAIN  SAILORS.  By  Henry 
Piddington.      8vo,   js.    With  Storm-Cards. 

VI. 

*HE  BRITISH  OFFICER;  his  Position,  Duties,  Emo- 
xuments,  and  Privileges.  By  J.  H.  Stocqueler. 
8vo,  15^.  cloth  extra. 
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HeUgCouSf  an&  lEttucationaL 

THE  NOVITIATE  5  or.  The  Jesuit  in  Training  : 

a  Year  among  the  English  Jesuits*     By  Andrew  Stejn- 
METZ,     Third  Editim^  post  8vo,  51,  cloth. 

"  ThU  \%  a  remarkable  book.  It  4e«cribes  wjth  a  wekome  tniotjteoai,  the  ^Wy 
nightly t  hourly  occupations  of  the  Jeisuic  Novldates  of  Si^onyhunC^  ckeif  retigioui 
exercifie^  and  Dianners,  in  private  and  together  j  and  depicts  wjtK  coniidcrable  acutt- 
nev  and  power,  the  confLicts  of  an  lntellig«nt,  su$cepablc,  honest-purposed  sfdric,  whBt 
paMing  tJirovigii  luch  a  procesi," — Erithh  S^uMrferlj  Rtvifvtf, 

A  CONVERTED  ATHEIST'S  TESTIMONY  TO 
THE  TRUTH  OF  CHRISTIANITY  :  being  the 
Autobiography  of  Alexander  Harris.  Feurth  Edi- 
tion^ fcap,  8vo,  y*  cloth* 

■'a  vefy  interesdng  account  of  the  dcpencnce  of  an  mteUigcnt  iind  s'luceie  mind 
on  the  subject  of  religion.  We  can  honestly  recommend  the  book  to  the  notice  0/ 
our  readierf,*'— ^f/ft-fif  Efvlew. 

THE  RECTORY  OF  VALEHEAD.  By  the  Rev. 
Robert    Wilson    Evans.       FourUenth   Edition^      31. 

cloth, 

"  UnUtrially  and  cordially  do  we  recommend  thii  delightful  volume.  We  believe 
no  pcTfOQ  could  read  thia  work  and  not  be  the  better  for  in  piota  and  toy  clung 

ELEMENTARY  WORKS  on  SOCIAL  ECONOMY. 
Uniform  in  fcap.  8vo^  half-bound* 

I,— OUTLINES  OF  SOCIAL  ECONOMY,     u.  6/, 

11.— PROGRESSIVE  LESSONS  IN  SOCIAL  SCIENCE,     fi.  6rf.  | 

IIL— INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  SOCIAL  SCIENCES.     %t, 
IV.— oyZSTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  on  rm  Auancimxnt6  A»t>  Rkationi  o# 
Social  Ltfe.     %t.  6d. 
v.— OUTLINES  OF  THE  UNDERSTANDING.    %j. 

VL— WHAT   AM   I  ?    WHERE    AM   J  ?    WHAT  OUGHT  I  TO   DO  ?   &c. 
ts-  sewed. 

**  The  author  of  theie  vaHoui  minualt  of  the  aocul  tclences  has  the  art  of  statin ; 
clearly  the  abitruse  pointi  of  politica]  economj  ind  meuphyiicf^  and  miking  thcxu 
level  to  every  understanding^.*^— ^£LC-ffi?jnJjr. 

PARENTS'  CABINET  of  Amusement  and  Instruc- 
tion. 6  vols.  2s.  bd.  each*  Each  volume  is  complete  in 
itself,  and  may  be  had  separately 

LITTLE  STORIES  from  the  Parlour  Printing  Press. 
By  the  Author  of  the  "  Parents*  Cabinet.'*     zr.  cloth. 


